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Congratulations to Kevin Baker MBE
Kevin has been made a “Member of the Order of the British 
Empire” in the New Year’s Honours List for services to 
Cornish Mining Heritage and the community in Ponsanooth 
and Camborne. 

Club members will know him, he has always been ready to 
help with Club trips to Cornwall, leading us to various sites and 
organising access to others. A member of various mining and 
caving clubs, he has organised several NAMHO Conferences 
in Cornwall, the 2008 Conference in Scotland and is organising 
next years “Inter-NAMHO” in Cornwall. 

His mining interests have lead him to being a director of King 
Edward Mine Museum and a director of Geevor, plus helping 
to secure the World Heritage Designation for the Cornwall and 
West Devon mining area. His overseas travels have lead him to 
involvement in a number of foreign mining museum projects.

Congratulations Kev ! Left: Kevin Baker MBE 
with his award.

Kevin’s MBE.
(Kelvin Lake - 

I.A.Recordings)

... and to the Ironbridge Gorge Museum Friends on their 50th. Anniversary 
The Friends of the Ironbridge Gorge Museum celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary on the 2nd May with a “drinks and canapes” evening at 
Enginuity, Coalbrookdale. During their 50 years of activity they have 
managed to raise over £1 million for the IGMT. 

Over 430 Friends and guests attended the event. Among them a number of 
Club members. Following the drinks and nibbles attendees were ushered into 
the former Coalbrookdale works engine shop for a short “Welcome” speech 
from David de Haan (current Chair of the Friends).

This was followed by a very interesting presentation by Sir Neil Cossons, the 
first Director of the Museum. During his talk he mentioned the involvement 
of Club President David Adams as one of the first technical group/committee 
advisors and Ivor Brown. Included in his talk was mention of the Club and 
Ivor’s party in the Tar Tunnel, December 1976. He gave a few anecdotes of 
the evening which David will have to add to his list of things to mention! 
It seems lessons learnt during that evening were taken on board when the 
Museum organised a second banquette in the tunnel some time later.

Well done to the Friends, here’s to the next 50 years!

Top right: David de Haan giving his “Welcome” speech.

Right: Sir Neil Cossons mentioning Ivor’s Tar Tunnel banquet.
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Thursday 7th  - Andy Wood and Steve Holding 
supervised Tim Labocha with SRT training in the ‘Baryte 
Stope’ at Snailbeach.

Friday 8th - Andy Wood and Steve Holding supervised 
Sally Fowler with SRT training in the ‘Baryte Stope’ at 
Snailbeach.

Trips for the rest of the month were mainly more support 
for Shropshire Mines Trust with the visit by the mine 
inspector on 22nd March.

Thursday 14th - Steve Holding, Nick Southwick, Joe 
North, Julian Bromhead and Mike Worsfold carried out 
work within the ‘Baryte Stope’, Snailbeach.

The effort was primarily at clearing rock from high up 
in the stope, but some other work was carried out. A 

SCMC Underground Trip Reports, February, 2019
Steve Holding

couple of bolts were placed to assist reaching areas not 
previously accessible. Having apparently cleared all of 
the high, loose rock, there was a significant fall right at 
the end of the night. The fall resulted in some perched 
rock high up in the stope.

Wednesday 20th - Steve Holding, Julian Bromhead 
and Andy Wood returned to the ‘Baryte Stope’, 
Snailbeach. The perched rock from the fall at the end 
of the previous week was cleared and the bulk of rock 
accumulated on the floor of the stope was tidied into a 
distinct pile.

Wednesday 27th - Steve Holding, Julian Bromhead, 
Andy Wood and Mike Worsfold carried out more work 
in the ‘Baryte Stope’, Snailbeach. A piece of timber was 
installed high up as a ‘rock trap’ and minor tidying up of 
the climbing face carried out.

February

Pitchcroft Update - March 2019
As we had the services of John Hendy and his excavator 
in March the opportunity was taken to do some ‘final’ 
investigations in the deep brick channel area behind the 
shaft and a brick wall to the South-west of the shaft.

A compacted ash and clay band was found behind the 
shaft, but nothing else of significance.

The excavations around the brick wall, revealed more of 
it, but it didn’t appear very big (see the pictures, right). 
It was a double wall with one side made of bricks and 
the other of larger blocks. It was felt that the block side 
of the wall might have been the ‘outside’, as there was a 
compacted floor on the brick side.

Although it did appear that the compacted ash and clay 
band found behind the shaft continued towards this wall.

The only artefact found during this phase of excavations 
was a heavy cast iron plate 61cm x 21cm x 2.5cm (24” x 
8½” x 1”) with a rectangular hole in the middle of it (see 
picture below). Quite what it was used for is uncertain.

It is felt that the site has been investigated as much as 
possible and just needs some safety work to be done 
around the shaft ... although, maybe one more little dig? 

(Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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SCMC Underground Trip Reports, March 2019
Steve Holding

Thursday 7th - Steve Holding, Mike Worsfold and 
Andy Wood supervised Sally Fowler with her first trip to 
the Forty Yard Level, Snailbeach.

Thursday 14th - Steve Holding, Mike Worsfold and 
Eileen Bowen carried out rope and rigging work in the 
‘Baryte Stope’ at Snailbeach. One of the SRT training 
ropes was replaced and additional bolting was carried out 
on the traverse line route at the back of the stope. A new 
rope has been fixed in place and can be used but the old 
rope has yet to be removed.

Saturday 16th - Steve Holding and Kelvin Lake lead a 
trip to the Forty Yard Level, Snailbeach, for five visitors 
as part of the Cambrian Caving Council AGM weekend. 
Two these visitors, Brian Edmonds and Martyn Farr have 
placed photo’s of the trip on their Facebook pages.

Sunday 17th - Steve Holding and Kelvin Lake looked 
after visitors related to the CCC AGM visiting Day 
Level.

Thursday 21st - Steve Holding and Andy Wood visited 
Day and Perkins Levels, at Snailbeach, as a check before 
the mine inspector visit – primarily an SMT Ltd activity.

Saturday 23rd - Alan Robinson, Andy Harris, Andy 
Wood, Julian Bromhead, Joe North and Steve Holding 
visited Pant Mawr and Fron-Boeth Slate Quarries. The 
distinction between the two is not clear but Fron-Boeth 
are the lower (and probably more extensive) quarries. 

Access was made by a long slog up from Tanygrisiau 
via Llyn Stwain (the upper reservoir of the pump storage 
scheme) and over the coll between Moelwyn Mawr and 
Moelwyn Bach.

The top couple of levels viewed (one with a wall in 
front) were judged to be around waist deep water and 
were not entered. The next group of levels were probably 
the lower part of Pant Mawr and generally had knee-
deep water. Chambers stretching between levels were 
encountered but there were no obvious connecting 
routes.

The lower levels (14 to 18) are believed to be Fron-
Boeth, and again generally knee-deep water but these 
levels were more extensive and there were some bolts in 
place suggesting linked through trips are possible. Only 
Alan, Joe and Andy W entered the most extensive, Level 
18 (the level with a Lancashire Boiler outside). Time 
and energy were running short and most of the group 
returned via the col between the Moelwyn’s but Joe 
carried on locating and entering the Fron-Boeth Tunnel.

Above: Alan Robinson at one of the Pant Mawr high 
levels - it was not entered.

Above: Andy Harris and Joe North emerging from Fron-
Boeth, Level 15 (?)

Below: Bridge remains from Fron Boeth, Level 16 (?) 

Above: Barrel tops and other artefacts in Fron Boeth, 
Level 17 (?)

I’m not sure I have the correct level numbers, hence the 
question marks.

All pictures: Steve Holding
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SCMC Underground Trip Reports, March 2019
Continued ...

Above: Julian Bromhead climbing out of Fron Boeth, 
Level 17 (?)

Above: Andy Harris by the Lancashire boiler outside the 
mill by Fron-Boeth, Level 18

Sunday 24th  - Andy Wood, Julian Bromhead and 
Steve Holding visited Rhosydd Slate Quarry, walking up 
via Cwmorthin and the incline.

The main adit was entered and after exploring branches 
to the left, the incline was ascended for a couple of levels 
– there has been a major collapse at the top of the incline 
and it is necessary to climb in the chamber immediately 
to the right of the incline to gain access to the upper level 
and views into the ‘big pit’.

It was sort of remembered that it is not possible to 
completely follow the upper tramming level and that 
progress required climbing up and over one chamber, 
unfortunately access to the tramming level on descent 
was missed and we ended up another level or two lower 
– there was no direct way up from this lower level to the 
main tramming level (in a parallel vein?) but climbing 
up another chamber gave access to a level that eventually 
brought us to the middle of the upper incline. 

After examining the top of the incline (see photo of 
mechanism), we descended to the bottom of the incline 
and the route connecting to Creosor Quarry - the first 
flooded chamber of Creosor was visited. The Exit along 
the tramming level via the correct route was found on 
return.

We climbed into the bottom of the ‘big pit’ but nobody 
was happy to lead a climb out. There has been a 
considerable collapse on the back wall of the ‘big pit’ 
and the climb up (and descent) were over fresh collapse 
material – it is recommended that exit via the ‘big pit’ 
not be used in future.

Above: Mill area at Rhosydd Slate Quarry.

Below: Mechanism at top of the incline in Rhosydd.

Left and right: Parts 
of the mechanism 
at top of the incline 
in Rhosydd Slate 
Quarry, with Andy 
Wood (right).

Pictures: Steve Holding
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SCMC Underground Trip Reports, March & April 2019
Steve Holding

Thursday 28th - Steve 
Holding, Andy Wood and 
Sally Fowler visited the main 
tramming level, Huglith mine, 
descending and ascending via 
the winze from Badger Level.

Left: Sally reaching the top of 
the prusik back up to Badger 
Level.

Above: Sally beside the Ore Hopper on 
the main tramming level.

(Pictures: Steve Holding)

Thursday 11th - Snailbeach Mine: Steve Holding gave a tour of Snailbeach 
mine, including a descent to the Forty Yard Level for Nigel Atkins (BCA 
Training Officer).

Thursday 11th  (Evening) - Trip to Clive Copper Mine.

Andy Harris returned the top set of refurbished ladders (very nice they look 
too, but a surprise to discover that they are 18 years old!).

While Steve Holding and Andy Kennelly took Nigel Atkins through the 
length of the upper level, Alan Moseley had a little ‘refresher’ trip (“Good to 
see you on Club trips again Alan”. Ed.)

Kelvin Lake, Peter Eggleston, Andy Wood and Ian Cooper carried out radio 
location work to identify the likely position of the wall and ramp in the 
Southern stope and to take photographs.

The radio location placed the end of the underground wall about 44m down 
the road from Rubbish shaft, with the possibility that it actually goes under 
the road into the hillside on the West of the road. There was nothing obvious 
in the road cutting down the hill.

April

Above: The refurbished top set of 
ladders, freshly painted.

(Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Above: Nigel Atkins and Steve Holding lowering tackle bags into Rubbish 
shaft.

Left: Andy Wood sitting by the wall at the end of the ramp up from the 
Southern stope. Using PMR radios it was possible to talk to Peter Eggleston 
who was outside in the road ‘looking’ for the locator beacon (which is on top 
of the wall behind Andy).
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SCMC Underground Trip Reports, April 2019
Continued ...

Wednesday 17th to Sunday 28th - Nenthead 
mines: A total of 20 persons from various clubs but 
including SCMC members Steve Holding, Alan & Vicky 
Robinson, Sally Fowler, Paul Thorne, Allan Richardson, 
Eileen Bowen and Mike Worsfold spent up to 11 days 
exploring the different mines in the Nenthead area.

This was the first visit for Sally and she had trips into 
Smallcleugh and Brownley Hill (high level to ‘Tatters 
String’) mines plus a through trip from Smallcleugh to 
Rampgill mines.

Above: Vicky descending Proud’s Sump.

Below: Sally Fowler, Emma Scheck (Wealdon Cave 
& Mine Soc) and Alan Robinson at Dressing Floor in 
Prouds Sump Flats.     (Steve Holding)

Above: Amatol tins in Prouds Sump Flats.

Below: Horse-gin Chamber on Scaleburn Vein.
(Steve Holding)

Below: Widened out ‘Norpex Door’ on Rampgill Vein.
(Steve Holding)

Above: View of the current dig face on the 
Firestone horizon.         (Robert Hall)
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Above: Alan and Vicky Robinson relaxing after getting 
through an ochre section in Gudhamgill.         (Robert Hall)

Below: Alan and Vicky inspecting the carved graffiti by 
the sump beyond the airshaft in Gudhamgill.

The earliest easily visible date is 1778.
          (Robert Hall)

SCMC members were involved in digging and surveying 
in Firestone Level. Most Thursday evenings a dedicated 
team has entered the ochre portal of the Firestone Level 
to wield mattocks, shovels and dumpy bags with the 
hope of opening up the next 1km or so of level. So extra 
help is always welcome.

At Gudhamgill (which is rarely visited, except perhaps 
for the flats that can be accessed via Brownley Hill) 
work was undertaken to improve the drainage and secure 
the entrance to prevent sheep getting trapped inside.

Once the work was completed a small expedition set 
forth girded in neofleeces and decorated with oxygen 
meters. The ambition was to see how far they could 
get without measured oxygen levels falling below a 
conservative 16.5% and sample the delights of ochre 
ducks!

The level is interesting for the carved graffiti some of 
which dates from the 1770s and low levels that appear to 
represent older workings.

Rampgill Collapse
While at Nenthead, there was a major collapse within 
Rampgill mine (Hangingshaws branch) and a couple of 
days were spent trying to create an escape route through 
it.

The site of the collapse is approximately 200m inbye 
from the second junction on Hangingshaw after leaving 
Whisky Bottle Junction. In terms of its position on levels 
above, but on the same vein, it is in the area of Carr’s 
Mine where the level is in Flinty Fell type arching. It 
is probably a little outbye of the section of Carr’s into 
which Waterblast Shaft on Smallcleugh falls.

Checks were made on Carr’s Level to see if there were 
any signs of damage, as it is suspected that the collapse 
may well have originated from that horizon. No obvious 
effects have been seen in Carr’s Level so far.

SCMC Underground Trip Reports, April 2019
Steve Holding and Robert Hall

Above: The outbye side of the Rampgill collapse. It 
appears to have come from high up in the rise on the left.

(Robert Hall)

Above: Alan Robinson, Nick “JCB” Green and Matt Clark 
getting to grips with the collapse. By the end of Saturday 
a connection to the inbye side of it had been achieved 
that allowed air and water to pass through. However, it is 
far from safe for humans to do so.         (Robert Hall)
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Greenhow Hill and Bewerley Moor
Andy Wood

Greenhow hill and Bewerley moor have been heavily 
mined for lead for several hundred years and the fields 
each side of the B6265 are pockmarked with many open 
cuts, spoil heaps from bell pits and other scratchings. 
The Nidderdale AONB has waymarked a ‘geology’ walk 
which takes in the main dressing floors for Coldstones 
mine and Cockhill mine. This site has some large spoil 
heaps, the ruins of Gillfield smelt mill and is liberally 
covered in a coating of shattered ‘clays’ as there is much 
evidence of its use for shooting. 

Gillfield Mine
The Romans are the first known miners of Greenhow, 
though there is said to be some evidence of even earlier 
activity, as far back as the Bronze Age. The Romans had 
a camp near Pateley Bridge, and lead ingots ‘pigs’ have 
been found nearby, dating from the 1st century AD.

The driving of the Coldstones Low or Gillfield, Level 
started in 1782. Following disputes and damage to the 
mine caused by waste dressers in the 1780s-90s, Gillfield 
Level was ventilated by a “Water Blast” shaft. Water 
fell down a pipe in the shaft and carried air with it. At 
the bottom of the shaft the water and air entered a box 
which allowed them to separate, with the air, slightly 
compressed by the weight of water, on top. This pressure 
forced air along pipes in the level to ventilate the 
forehead.

In the 1930’s Gillfield Level was worked by Bewerley 
Mines Ltd. Large Fluorspar stopes were made in the 
Waterhole and Sun Veins and a gravity plant was erected 
outside, close to the Cockhill Smelt Mill.

In the mid 1970’s Gillfield Level was leased by Leeds 
University’s Department of Mining and Mineral 
Engineering to provide an underground surveying site. 
To make the mine safe for students the stopes were 
cleaned out of all loose rock and other debris.

In the late 1990s, the university closed its Mining 
Department and surrendered the lease on the mine. As 
the mine was classified as a working mine it came under 
the auspices of the Mines & Quarries Act and the lessee 
had a duty to make the mine safe - the best way of doing 
this is usually to blow in the entrance.

Discussions between the Landowner and the Greenhow 
Local History Club in 2004 resulted in the club obtaining 
a lease to enable them to preserve the mine and allow 
underground access.

Cockhill Level
Adjacent to Cockhill Level are the remains of a dressing 
floor which includes the ruins of a range of bouse teems 
and a water wheel case, suggesting the location of a 
water powered ore crusher. A flat area nearby suggests 
the location of further ore dressing plant. The layout of 

Above: The Gillfield or Sunside smelt mill.
(Pictures: Andy Wood)

Below: The portal of Gillfield Level.

Above: View across the Cockhill dressing floors. 
(Andy Wood)
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this site is typical of late 18th-19th century mechanised 
dressing floor. There should be evidence of a similar 
layout at Gillfield Level, but this has not survived. It is 
apparent that this site has been much disturbed, most 
recently when a large section of the spoil heap was 
removed for road repairs.

Both levels are open but Cockhill, which gave access 
to 9 miles of workings, is blocked not far in. Gillfield is 
gated a short way in and is managed as an adventure visit 
by the local history society. The nearby Jack Ass level is 
an old (18th century), hand picked coffin level thought to 
be the drain for much of the workings.

Greenhow Hill and Bewerley Moor
Continued ...

Above: The Cockhill level with its stone lined cutting, 
now draining the level.       (Andy Wood)

Right: Entrance to Jack Ass level.

The Walks
There are several circular walks that you can take from 
Greenhow (SE 11361 64223) taking in the mining 
remains. More details can be found on:

The AA website (Walks section):
www.theaa.com/walks/the-mines-of-greenhow-and-

bewerley-moor-420217

My Yorkshire Dales > Walks
myyorkshiredales.co.uk/walks/greenhow-lead-mines/

Further historical details about the Gillfield mines and 
underground photographs of the work done by the 
Greenhow Local History Club to allow access can be 
found on the Greenhow Hill website:

greenhow-hill.org.uk/mining/gillfield-mine/

Above: Tom Taylor’s cave.
If you want to add some caving to your mining walk, in 
Upper Nidderdale is How Stean Gorge. A deep wooded 
limestone ravine it has two caves - How Stean Tunnel 
and Tom Taylor’s Cave.
Named after a local highwayman, Tom Taylor’s Cave is 
usually dry, the main part is a “keyhole shaped” vadose 
stream passage formed by a free flowing stream cutting 
downwards through successive layers of the Yoredale 
limestone.

http://www.theaa.com/walks/the-mines-of-greenhow-and-bewerley-moor-420217
http://www.theaa.com/walks/the-mines-of-greenhow-and-bewerley-moor-420217
http://myyorkshiredales.co.uk/walks/greenhow-lead-mines/
https://greenhow-hill.org.uk/mining/gillfield-mine/
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One early evening in November while still in the office, 
the phone rang, it was the police from Shrewsbury - 
instant thought “What had I done?”
But no, it was an enquiry: -
“We understand you have knowledge of the old mine 

sites in South Shropshire.”

“Yes,” I replied, “can I help you?”

“What is the depth of Chapel Shaft at Snailbeach?” 

Luckily I remembered - “1,026 feet,” I replied, there was 
a drawn out ‘whistle’ at the other end of the phone.

“Why do you want to know? “ I asked.

“We could be interested in something that might be 
lying at the bottom of it. Could it be descended?”

There was a slight ‘phew’ at my end of the phone. “It 
contains about 600 feet of water,” I replied.

“Oh well, what we are interested in could be floating 
in the water, would it be possible to get down to 

that?”

“Yes,” I said, “there is a level that enters the shaft part 
way down, with an alternative method of approach 
so a pitch could be rigged from that, and we do have 
members who may be capable of descending ladders for 
the remaining 250 feet or so.” 

“Could you lay it on for us?”

I said I would confer with my fellow members.

The exercise to help the police was duly agreed, and a 
member Bob Hall, a schoolmaster at Newport’s Burton 
Borough School, agreed to do the final descent to the 
water and the climb back. The time was fixed for a 
November evening, where all assembled at Snailbeach 
Mine, met the policeman and ascended the track to 
Roberts (also known as Perkins) Level.

We entered the level, some distance in it was blocked, 
but a side passage led to a semi-buried wooden bridge 
over a major stope 700 feet deep but open to the surface.  
Previously the stope had been descended to where a pair 
of mine rails crossed it, from where it was possible to 
access a level which eventually connected with Chapel 
Shaft some distance from the surface, and from which 
the shaft could be rigged for the descent. A long wire 
electron ladder was dropped and the first member Mike 
James went down only to find part way down that the 
ladder was snagged on the bumper of an old car that had 
been dumped down the stope. He managed to clear it and 
the rest of the descent team followed with the necessary 
extra ropes and rolls of ladder. When they were all down 
the policeman asked how long did we think the exercise 
would take.

A few hours was the reply, the down party would be 
totally out of contact, until it was time for them to begin 

the ascent back to the bridge. It would only need one of 
us to remain on there ready to handle the safety rope for 
their return, the rest of us could therefore leave the level 
and go outside.

“Could I buy you a drink in the pub,” the policemen 
asked. An unusual request from a policeman to which 
we readily agreed, so the remaining party retired to the 
Stiperstones Inn. Once we were settled with our drinks 
the inevitable question was asked.

“What’s this all about, can you tell us?”
The story he told us was a long and strange one, which 
took till well after official ‘closing’ time, but no matter 
we were in good company.

Apparently the farmer at Upper Vessons Farm, an 
isolated place a short distance below Chapel Shaft on the 
lane leading to Habberley, had been woken in the early 
part of the night by a furious banging on his door. He got 
up and went to open it finding an extremely bedraggled 
youth standing in the pouring rain. His shirt and trousers 
were torn to shreds and he had no shoes.

“Can I come in.” he demanded, “someone has been 
trying to kill me.”

“You better had,” said the farmer and the youth was duly 
admitted, he put a blanket round him and sat him by 
the fire to warm him up then told him he would ring the 
police.

“No, No, I don’t want that, no police,”

“If you come knocking on my door in the middle of the 
night, wet, half dressed, and telling me that someone has 
been trying to kill you, this is very much a police matter, 
and I will ring them immediately.” the farmer told him. 
The youth was in no state to argue.

The police from Shrewsbury duly arrived, collected 
the youth and took him back to the Police Station. For 
a while he refused to talk, but he did have a broad East 
End of London accent, and the police told him he would 
be retained until he did. In the end he had no alternative.

Then came the strangest part of the story. Yes he 
told them he did come from the East End of the City 
and earlier the previous day he had met some of his 
associates in a cafe who had invited him to join them, 
and also whether he would be willing to accompany 
them on a ‘job’ that night. As they were all on the 
wrong side of the law, this presumably meant a robbery 
somewhere outside the City. To this he agreed and they 
set off in a car, they passed out of the city and eventually 
went a very long distance on a motorway, then mile after 
mile on lesser roads and eventually up a steep rough 
track where the car eventually stopped.

He was told to stop in the car with one of the men 
while the others took some tools out of the boot and 
disappeared into the dark rainy night. He was a bit 

The Strange Story of the Incident at Chapel Shaft, November 1976
David Adams
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baffled as to what was happening, then the other men 
returned and suddenly he was roughly dragged out of the 
car where he battled to free himself from their clutches, 
eventually escaping, but in doing so collided with a 
barbed wire fence. This he managed to pass through with 
his assailants grabbing his trousers, and pulling off his 
trainers, and somehow managed to escape downhill in 
the darkness, eventually seeing a light he found himself 
at the farmhouse and banged on the door.

The following day the police visited the Chapel Shaft 
site finding the fencing disturbed and that an old railway 
sleeper cover had been moved sufficiently to admit 
a body. Nearby were the tyre tracks of the car, these 
were photographed and were sent to the Metropolitan 
Police in London, miraculously they had succeeded in 
identifying the car.

The motive for the murder attempt was that his assailants 
considered he may have ‘grassed’ one of them to the 
police. Upper Vessons Farm had until fairly recently 
been an outpost of Shrewsbury Jail where prisoners 
nearing their release time could be employed in 
farmwork as a means of assisting their rehabilitation, 
thus they would know about the deep mineshaft.

“So if he wasn’t pushed down the shaft, what were we 
supposed to be looking for?” came the question. 

“Well its well away from the prying eyes of the London 
police so we thought it might be being used as a 
dumping place for unwanted London gangsters.”

“So there could be bodies down there. Don’t you think 
our member should have been told what he was to look 
for before he went down?”

The Strange Story of the Incident at Chapel Shaft, November 1976
Continued ...

“We didn’t want to put him off,” was the reply.

It was now well past midnight and time for us to return 
to Perkins Level, which we did to find the first two up, 
but looking very shaken.

“What did Bob find,” was the immediate question.

“Nothing but a few plastic bottles floating in the water,” 
was the reply. Satisfied the policeman gave us his 
heartfelt thanks for undertaking this difficult operation 
and went on his way.

But, nevertheless it was obvious that the underground 
party had returned very shaken. What had gone wrong? 
Apparently having de-rigged the shaft the party had 
returned towards the stope, with the equipment and had 
gathered in a short side level, previously used, by the 
evidence of old tools used by the miners, as a workshop.

As the first man up neared the bridge there suddenly 
began a massive crashing sound in the stope and they 
all rushed out to see the old car passing them at about 
40mph ‘vertically’. Miraculously it had not touched the 
ladder which could have been disastrous, not only to the 
fellow who was on it at the time, but also for the rest of 
the party as the nearest available ladders were in South 
Wales and they would have been left down there for a 
very long time until a rescue could be attempted.

Unfortunately while the team were suffering from shock 
the rolls of electron ladder and ropes used in the shaft 
descent were not brought up, and were not recovered 
until twenty years later, by which time they were useless.  
It had been an interesting evening!

Many years later at the 
end of a September Mines 
Heritage weekend I met an 
elderly gentleman in the car 
park of the village hall, I 
asked him if he had enjoyed 
his visit, and he said he had. 
I then asked him what was 
his interest in the mines, had 
he been connected in some 
way?

“No,” he said, he had 
actually been a policeman, 
but he had been involved in 
the investigation of a strange 
incident at the mine a long 
time before. It turned out that 
he had been the policeman 
who had been with us that 
complex night.  

Above: The debris cascading out of Chapel Shaft on the 112 yard level (in 2017). You 
can’t reach water down Chapel shaft anymore - but there are still lots of plastic bottles!
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News Round-up 1

Vale John Bennett 
It is with sadness that I report the death of my friend 
and co-author John Bennett. John was one of the first 
Directors of the Welsh Mines Preservation Trust.

I first met John about 1975 when both of us responded to 
a notice in a mining society newsletter. There was to be 
a meeting at a public house in Alderley Edge for anyone 
interested in the Gwydyr Forest mines. Four of us 
attended, and for John and myself, it initiated a research 
interest that would keep us occupied for nearly 30 years, 
and resulted in the co-authorship of eight books. It was 
also the start of a friendship, I soon met Elizabeth, his 
wife, and heard about their two children, Nicholas and 
Susan.

John was born in Warrington on the 21st April 1935. 
He was educated at Rydal School, Colwyn Bay and 
it was whilst at Rydal that he first visited the Gwydyr 
Forest during his free time, and of course was able to see 
first-hand Parc lead mine in production. At University, 
he was awarded a degree in Dentistry, and practiced at 
Knutsford, assisted in the administration of the business 
by Elizabeth, by then his wife. 

With the formation of the Welsh Mines Society in 1979, 
the door was opened to bring John into contact with 
many like-minded people, and he remained a member of 
the Welsh Mines Society until just a few years ago. 

There is no doubt that one of the biggest assets John 
had was his ability to communicate with people. Whilst 
researching Mines of the Gwydyr Forest we visited 
many archives together, that included the National 
Library of Wales, and all the Record Offices in North 
Wales, and the National Archives at Kew, but perhaps 
the most significant were the records of the D’Eresby 
family of Ancaster, located at Grimsthorpe Castle, 
Lincolnshire, who once owned much of Gwydyr. It was 
John’s persuasive nature that eventually gained us entry 
to the estate records that included a significant number of 
volumes relating to early lead production. 

Between 1989 and 1997 the seven volumes of ‘Mines 
of the Gwydyr Forest’ were published. During that 
research, we had also collected other material about 
the Llanengan lead mining area. That volume, Metal 
Mines of Llanengan, was published in 2002. Writing and 
research were clearly now to the fore of John’s interests, 
and he also wrote other tomes - a centennial history of 
his golf club was produced in 1991, for example. For 
mining, he co-edited the 1st NAMHO handbook (1991), 
and edited Minera: Lead Mines and Quarries. (1995). 
He later helped Jeremy Wilkinson with the publication 
by NMRS of several papers on the Bettws Garmon iron 
mines and alluvial gold extraction on the Mawddach.

The first twenty years of the Welsh Mines Society also 
demanded recognition, and so John co-wrote a special 
publication to mark the occasion. 

For a number of years WMS members had been involved 
with ad-hoc conservation on Welsh mine sites, and it 
had been suggested by external bodies that we should 
be more pro-active. In April 1992, the Welsh Mines 
Preservation Trust was formed at a meeting held at 
Ironbridge, to formalise those endeavours. John was 
there, and became one of the first directors of the Trust. 
The first significant project was the restoration of the 
Pearl Engine House, Anglesey, supervised by John. This 
was followed by involvement with other mine sites that 
included Pennant lead-barytes mine, Aberduna and Nant 
Engine Houses, and Glyn Pits, to name just a few.

A few years after the formation of the WMPT, because 
there were no formal field meetings as such, WMPT 
Directors, and others would have an annual summer 
‘get-together’ which he hosted. With the deaths of 
fellow WMPT associates Damian McCurdy, David Bick, 
George Hall and particularly Jeremy Wilkinson, with 
whom John had formed a friendship, John’s interest in 
mining waned and he became more involved with his 
research on the Starkey side of his family.

I last saw John in Summer 2018. He chuckled when I 
gave him a bottle of red wine, Chateau Parc! We heard 
about his family, particularly his grandchildren, and we 
found him in good form. He died in particularly tragic 
circumstances, the result of a car crash from which he 
never recovered. His life support was stopped on the 
30th March 2019. I have many fond memories of John, 
and the research we shared together, and so will many of 
the mining history fraternity, who I am sure would wish 
to offer their condolences to Elizabeth and family. 

Rob Vernon, April 2019

John’s funeral was held on 29th April in Warrington.

Vale Heber Joseph Rowson
A few Club members knew Heber, who sadly passed 
away on 5th March aged 97. It is possible that he was 
the last of the miners to have worked in the Shropshire 
mines around the Stiperstones.

His memories on life and working in the mines around 
the Stiperstones area were recorded as part of the Never 
on a Sunday project (selected items of which were 
published in the book). After he left the mines he worked 
at Malehurst mill and told me, that when barytes mining 
finished, the mill ground Brobat washing powder, a 
sodium based substance which he remembers as being 
very unpleasant to handle, presumably quite caustic. 
He did not know where it came from or where it went 
to. This work went on for perhaps two years. They 
dealt with a lorry load a week. I am not clear on what 
happened, Brobat seems to have been a Procter and 
Gamble product at that date and subsequently it was a 
Jeyes one, no idea why Laportes were grinding it.

Mike Shaw
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Images from the Archives

Following the Club visit to Bryneglwys Slate Quarry 
near Abergynolwyn in December 2018 (as reported in 
the last issue of Below 2019.1) Graham Smith sent in an 
interesting photograph of the site (see Below).

The picture was taken by John Smith in 1961 it is a 
view across the valley towards the Managers house (left 
of centre) and the Narrow Vein Upper Level area. On 
the right are the cottages. The smaller building without 

windows on the left is the Large Magazine (12.7m x 
6.2m), while behind it is the New Mill.
To take the picture John appears to be standing near the 
foot of the 10B/15B incline with the route to the 15B adit 
behind him.

In the foreground is the cast iron pipe which ran between 
a sluice and the Compressor House (right) and a stone 
pillar, which was probably once a support for Leat 3.

Rock Fireclay Mine, Ketley, Shropshire

The owners  Mr. I. & J.Jones 
presented the Shropshire 
Mining Club (now SCMC) 
with many items from the 
mine including a Siskol 
coal cutter (currently at the 
Ironbridge Gorge Museum) 
together with the mine’s bell.

The shaft was filled and 
winding gear brought down 
in October 1967.

The mine was at: SJ 683 090. 

Malcolm Newton Collection
(Image from Malcolm’s 
Scrapbook No.1, 1966)

View of the pit head of one of the 4 winding shafts with the cage wedged above the shaft. The mine closed in 
December 1964 to make way for Dawley New Town (now Telford).
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Anstice Memorial Hall Renovations

The £1.2 million renovation programme of the Anstice 
Memorial Hall in Madeley is now well underway. After 
nearly four years of hard work, Madeley Town Council 
and the Anstice Community Trust have raised sufficient 
funds to refurbish the building as a community facility.

Oswestry-based Pave Aways Ltd. is carrying out the 
work, which will see a cafe, lifts, disabled facilities, 
plus a library (the existing Madeley Library will close 
once the move to the Anstice takes place), installed at 
the venue. The upstairs ballroom is also going to be 
redecorated. Overall refurbishment is expected to finish 
by October this year.

Gemma Aston, the current Special Events, Conference 
and Banqueting officer for the Ironbridge Gorge Museum 
since 2015, has been appointed as the new Centre 
Director at The Anstice.

History
Built for local people and paid for by the Anstice family 
and public subscription the Anstice Memorial Hall 
opened in 1870 to honour John Anstice a respected mine 
owner, industrialist and philanthropist.

Over the years The Anstice provided a place for 
entertainment, education and socialising. Anstice Square 
became a popular gathering place for outdoor Madeley 
celebrations such as coronations, carnivals and parades.

In its heyday the Anstice Ballroom was famous, ‘the 
best sprung floor outside Blackpool’ holding packed out 
dances and concerts. The Anstice and club membership 
peaked at almost 3,000 in the early 1970s.

But Working Mens Clubs went out of fashion and The 
Anstice which famously wouldn’t accept women as 
full members was no exception. Running costs for a 
Grade 2 listed building were too much for the declining 
membership and the club went into liquidation in 2014.

The refurbishment project’s total cost is estimated at 
£1,204,789. Madeley Town Council is paying nearly 
£127,000 from its own reserves, and 
grants from The Big Lottery Fund, 
Telford@50 and Veolia also contribute.

The majority is coming from a 
£587,000 public works loan, repayable 
over 27 years, from the Department 
for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government.

The Club had hoped to hold the Ivor 
Brown Memorial Day at the Anstice, 
due to Ivor’s family links to the Hall 
(his relative ‘Stumpy’ Brown carved 
the bannisters) but the lack of disabled 
facilities and a lift precluded this.

More about the Anstice at:
www.theanstice.co.uk

Above: The Anstice Ballroom during a Club visit lead by 
Ivor Brown in 2007.

Below: The banisters carved by ‘Stumpy’ Brown (a 
former miner, and relative of Ivor Brown, who had lost his 
hands from a gunpowder accident) 

Below: Ivor Brown, David Anstice and the Working Men’s 
Club Centre Manager with the portrait of John Anstice 
(1798-1867) in 2007, during a Club visit and mining 
history walk lead by Ivor.

(Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

http://www.theanstice.co.uk/
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Welsh Gold Revival?
There have been a number of press releases lately from 
Alba Mineral Resources, which have a 90% stake in 
Gold Mines of Wales Limited (GMOW), claiming that 
there is a ‘lot of gold’ remaining at Clogau gold mine, 
but the challenge is accessing it.

They claim that “significant” reserves are believed to 
have been discovered across a wide area in the Dolgellau 
Gold Belt.

Clogau, near Bontddu, was the UK’s largest historical 
gold producer with the last gold mined from the site in 
1998. Interestingly it was originally a copper and lead 
mine before gold was discovered there as part of the 
1862 “gold rush”.

Work is supposed to have started on the upper level 
(Ty’n y Cornel) and to reinstate the shaft between 
this and the lower level (Llechfraith Adit). Some 
Club members will remember that back in 1988 we 
investigated these levels on behalf of the then owners 
who were planning on opening it as a tourist mine.

During the summer bulk sampling and drilling will take 
place in Llechfraith Adit to uncover the rich seams of 
gold that Alba believe are lurking in the mine. Although 
Alba do note that “These are narrow veins and it is a 
puzzle to work out where the high quality gold is - it is 
one we are trying to solve.” !

Exploration work at the mine is being carried out under 
existing permissions but Alba are submitting their 
pre-application enquiries to planning authorities at 
Snowdonia National Park Authority.
 

They also claim to have identified multiple gold 
anomalies along an expanding strike extent of the 
Dolgellau Gold Belt, with some of those anomalies 
occurring in areas where there are no significant historic 
mine workings.

Gwynfynydd
Meanwhile, things are happening (at least on the surface) 
at Gwynfynydd gold mine which was purchased by 
Bodelwyddan based Clogau Gold of Wales Ltd. in 2016. 
They previously worked Clogau gold mine but gave it up 
as it was too difficult to work. They claim that they don’t 
need to work Gwynfynydd on a full commercial basis, 
they only need small amounts to use in their jewellery. 

Unlike other mines in the area where the gold was found 
in shallow deposits, the Gwynfynydd gold was extracted 
from large quartz veins deep underground.

An application has been submitted to the Crown Estate 
to commence mining and they are awaiting a decision. 
However the application would also need the approval of 
Natural Resources Wales.

Complied from various Press Releases
November 2018 - May 2019

News Round-up 2

Cinderloo 1821 Gains Grant
The Telford based group Cinderloo 1821 have been 
given a grant from the Heritage Lottery to help them 
achieve their objectives to raise awareness of the 
Cinderloo Uprising and commemorate the 200th 
Anniversary in 2021.

The Cinderloo Uprising took place in February 1821, 
when 3,000 miners, women and children marched in 
protest at proposed pay cuts and increasing poverty.

They gathered at the cinderhills of Old Park (now the 
Telford Forge Retail Park), where the protest culminated 
in a pitched battle with the Shropshire Yeomanry.  Two 
men were shot dead with many injured.  One man, 
Thomas Palin, was hanged that April for “felonious riot”.

Find out more on their website: cinderloo.com

and on the Dawley Heritage website at:

www.dawleyheritage.co.uk/timeline/66/cinderloo-riots

Sibanye-Stillwater, South Africa
Sibanye Gold was ordered to shut down the shaft at its 
Rustenburg platinum mine, South Africa on the 2nd 
May, where 1,800 workers were trapped for 10 hours 
on Tuesday 30th April 2019, due to an accident with an 
underground transport system.

Rails being transported underground fell down the shaft 
blocking it. There were no injuries as a result of the 
accident, but miners had to remain underground while 
the shaft infrastructure was checked.

The company claimed that the miners were never in 
any danger as it was always possible for them to use 
an adjacent shaft to hoist the workers to the surface if 
necessary.

The Department of Mineral Resources issued a so-called 
Section 54 notice, barring the company from resuming 
operations at Thembelani shaft until a government mines 
inspector is satisfied that it’s safe to do so.

The incident 1.5 kilometers (0.9 miles) underground at 
one of Rustenburg’s four shafts revived concerns about 
safety at Sibanye’s operations. Last year, there was a 
spike in fatal accidents at the company’s gold mines, 
some of the world’s deepest.

About 1,000 workers were trapped underground for more 
than a day at one of its gold mines in February 2018 after 
a power failure.

Sibanye are also in the processes of acquiring Lonmin 
platinum, who plan to cut 4,100 workers at 6 mines that 
have run out of profitable ore and are being closed.

News24 Reports, May 2019
www.news24.com

https://cinderloo.com/
http://www.dawleyheritage.co.uk/timeline/66/cinderloo-riots
https://www.news24.com/
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Miners strikes and fights against demands for pay-cuts 
are nothing new. The recent formation of the Cinderloo 
1821 group in Dawley to highlight the story of the 
Cinderloo Uprising in February 1821, when 3,000 
miners, women and children marched in protest at 
proposed pay cuts and increasing poverty is an example 
of such activities. 

Mining areas on the continent had similar problems. 
In the La Union and Cartagena area workers’ 
organizations began to have an increasing role, with 
the first strikes taking place in 1914 in Portman and 
the port of Cartagena. They multiplied throughout 
the second half of 1915, which prompted officials to 
increase the size of the civil guard in La Union, from 
Cartagena.

In February 1916 the trade unions put forward a series 
of demands, including the recognition of workers’ 
societies, and an immediate wage rise. However, there 
was no agreement and on the 3rd March 1916 workers’ 
organizations convened a general strike in all the 
mining area of the Sierra De Cartagena and La Union.

On the morning of March 7th, a vast column of 
workers came out of La Union heading in the direction 
of Llano del Beal, to an assembly of workers. At the 
end of the meeting, the crowd retraced their steps in the 
direction of La Union. As they reached El Descargador 
it was noted that there was smoke coming out of the 
Fundicion Dos Hermanas, Pius Wandossel. So a group 
of about 50 workers left the column to find out if there 
were any ‘scabs’ working in the factory. When they  
reached the factory entrance they were arrested and, 
after a negotiation, only a representative of the workers 

was allowed to enter the premises to ensure that there 
were no workers at their work.

In the meantime, a detachment of the civil guard, under 
the command of Lieutenant Mancebo, followed by an 
ambulance of the Red Cross (with Laureano Saura, head 
of section, doctor Julio Cebrián and 19 volunteers), 
arrived. The situation became very tense with the 
workers commission held at the factory entrance and the 
crowd in the surrounding areas. The civil guard began 
to make charges in order to avoid a possible assault on 
the foundry, and then opened fire. In the confusion that 
followed, the stretcher bearers of the Red Cross were 
lodged between the security forces and demonstrators 
to avoid more casualties. However, they were soon 
overwhelmed with dozens of bloody bodies on the 
ground. Due to the lack of stretchers members of the Red 
Cross had to pick up the bodies of many of the wounded 
and carry them on their shoulders to La Union.

It was too late for eight people, who died at the foundry 
or in the transfer to the hospital of charity. Their names: 
Gabriel Gutierrez Sanchez, of La Union, 37 years of 
age; Francisco Carrillo Walls, of La Union, 15 years of 
age; Francisco Melero Rubio, El Algar, 20 years old; 
Herminio Añón Martínez, La Union, 20 years of age; 
Ginés Adam Jimenez, of the Llano del Beal, 27 years 
old; Ana María Soler, of the Llano del Beal, 45 years; 
Valentin Escobar Lane, 46 years old ; and a child who 
never could be identified. In addition, there were fifteen 
seriously injured among the demonstrators and two 
others between the civil guard.

This event has been indelibly etched in the memories of 
the miners of the Sierra and their descendants, and of the 
inhabitants of La Union in general. 

Location of Fundición Dos Hermanas, scene of the massacre and the key places by La Union. (Annotated Google map)

Sierra Minera Miners’ Strike
Andy Wood
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The military defended the action of the 
morning, on the basis of the need to ensure 
public order. It is more than possible that 
without the action of the Red Cross there 
would have been more casualties.

After this event the arrests were so 
numerous that the local jail of La Union, 
where the strikers were locked up, 
was insufficient! The strategy of fear 
implemented by the authorities was 
designed to weaken the resistance of the 
workers and within a week there was a 
gradual return to work. The employers 
agreed to appoint the military governor of 
Cartagena, Muñoz Cobo as an arbitrator 
of the conflict. On the 12th day after the 
dispute began, the following agreement 
was signed:

1. A Call for the release of all those 
detained as a result of the events.

2. That the authorities do not exercise 
reprisals or between employers or 
workers.

3. To increase by 25 cents all wages.
4. That as long as there is a shortage of the 

keeps (?) increase by another 25 cents.
5. Conduct weekly payment of wages.

Basic text from:
www.entrepueblos.com

You might also like to find

Sierra Minera Miners’ Strike
Continued ...

Above and below: Views of the site of the foundry Fundición Dos 
Hermanas, Pius Wandossel today. There are several mine shafts both 
within the foundry complex and nearby.

(Pictures: San Gines, La Sierra Minera - a community group dedicated to the 
history and enjoyment of the area).

San Gines, La Sierra Minera on Facebook @sangineslasierraminera

Chinese Coal Mine Accident
Twenty-one people were killed after a roof collapsed 
at Lijiagou mine near the city of Shenmu in Shaanxi 
province, northern China, on Saturday afternoon, 12th 
January.

A total of 87 people were working underground at the 
time. Luckily 66 miners were safely evacuated from the 
mine.

According to China’s National Coal Mine Safety 
Administration, the country saw 375 coalmining-related 
deaths in 2017, down 28.7% year-on-year.

Xinhua (Chinese Official news agency)

Queensland Mine Grader Accident
A grader driver has died following an underground 
collision at Anglo American’s Moranbah North mine in 
central Queensland on 20th February. Ten other workers 
who were in the personnel carrier that collided with the 
grader were injured. The Moranbah North mine began 
operating in 1998 and employs more than 600 people.

ABC News, 21st Feb. 2019

Inner Mongolia Silver Mine Accident
At least 21 workers were killed and another 29 injured 
on Saturday 23 February when a bus transporting them 
into a lead, zinc and silver mine in Inner Mongolia 
crashed. 

It is reported that the driver lost control of the vehicle 
after the brakes failed and ploughed into the side of 
the tunnel. The bus had been bought online and was 
routinely overloaded. The interior had been modified 
with metal benches on either side and no seat belts and it 
was operating on a decline not intended for transporting 
people. The bus had not been inspected or registered and 
had a capacity of 30 passengers, 20 fewer than were on 
board.

The mine, operated by the Yinman Mining Company 
in West Ujimqin district, is reportedly the largest silver 
mine in China, producing around 201 tons of silver 
annually. Company officials have been placed under 
travel restrictions while the investigation into the 
accident is underway.

BBC News, 26th February 2019

http://www.entrepueblos.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sangineslasierraminera/
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What the Papers Said - “The Colliery Guardian”
Submitted by Steve Dewhirst

A fatal accident took place on Monday morning at a coal-
pit belonging to the Lilleshall Mining Company, who are 
extensively engaged in mining operations at Priors Lee, 
in Shropshire. At one of the most southern pits in the 
company’s coal-field the people were about to commence 
work shortly before six o’clock in the morning. One set of 
men had descended in the usual way, and the second gang 
was following. This latter gang comprised twelve persons 
(nine men and three boys), who got into what is called the 
spring-box, and were in the act of being lowered down, 
when something suddenly gave way, and the box with its 
occupants fell to the bottom of the shaft, a distance of 
about 200 feet.

The people who had already descended at once returned to 
the bottom of the shaft, and found their companions in a 
greatly mangled state. The signal was immediately touched, 
and further labour suspended for a time, until the nature and 
extent of the accident could be ascertained. It was found, 
upon examination, that the pin by which the spring box is 
suspended had broken, and hence the accident. The bodies 
of the unfortunate colliers were brought to the surface, 
but so terribly mutilated that it was almost impossible to 
distinguish one from another. An inquest on the bodies 
was opened on Wednesday, and the following is a summary 
of the evidence presented:

—Noah Churns, the hooker-on at the bottom of the shaft, 
said that he was one of twelve who descended the mine 
in a skip just previously to the occurrence of the accident. 
Soon after he reached the bottom, and while working about 
ten yards from the shaft, he felt the rushing of wind and 
heard a noise. He hastened to the spot from which the 
noise proceeded, and there, in perfect quiet, found the 
lifeless and mutilated bodies of nine men and three boys. 
Assistance was called in, and the corpses were conveyed 
to the surface. Witness knew that the number of persons 
for one freight was limited to eight, but I thought he was 
aware that the responsibility rested upon himself, yet more 
than this number had on many occasions been allowed to 
descend at one time. He had often, fruitlessly, remonstrated 
with the “butty” respecting this infringement.

—Thomas Blower, the engineman, said that on receiving 
the usual signal he set his engine in motion, and after 
lowering about ten yards he felt that the descending cage 
had parted from the rope. At the colliery was a field engineer 
specially appointed to inspect the machinery and apparatus. 
A thorough inspection had been made by this official about 
ten days previously. Witness had himself tested the drawing 
rope early in the morning by raising it once only, although 
he knew that by the rules he was required both to raise 
and lower it before allowing a loaded skip to be attached.

—Thomas Corbet, a joiner, was on the pit bank at the 
time of the accident. He assisted in letting the deceased 
men and boys down, and the first indication of anything 

unusual was a noise as of the swaying of the rope from side 
to side. Witness had often rendered assistance by pulling 
one of the “ketches” back, and on this occasion Howells, 
the butty, was standing near. Complaints had on several 
occasions been made by the men themselves respecting the 
illegal number of persons allowed to descend at one time. 
After the twelve deceased had entered the vehicle on this 
occasion, another boy endeavoured to get in, and was with 
difficulty prevented.

- John Mannion, inspector of engines and machinery, said 
that three days before the accident he had examined the cage 
and rope used at the pit, and everything connected with 
them, and had found all in perfect repair. The particular 
cage used in this instance was connected with a spring-box 
which had been in use about eighteen months. Such an 
apparatus was never changed until its spring had broken, and 
by a careful examination this could always be perceived. A 
minute inspection was thought to be necessary once a week 
or fortnight, but though frequently and carefully examined 
externally, no minute inspection of the inside had been made 
for three months. (The box was here produced, and was an 
oblong tube closed at each end, and containing a number 
of springs. By the mechanism of these springs all the strain 
is thrown upon one end. This part was five-sixteenths of an 
inch in thickness, and having fractured at the corner had 
disengaged the pending cage.) Witness thought the iron 
was of the best quality, and that the fracture was the result 
of some sudden influence. Warnings had been given in 
consequence of the complaints made respecting the number 
of persons allowed to descend in one cage, but no written 
report to the owners upon the subject had been made.

— John Lloyd, the head engineer, stated that the piece 
of iron referred to was calculated to bear a weight of 22½  
tons. If no fracture previously existed, the weight of twelve 
persons was thought to be quite insufficient to produce 
such a result as had been in the present instance caused. 
From an inspection of the broken piece, witness could not 
with certainty determine whether its breakage was suddenly 
caused, or whether a slight fracture had previously been 
produced. The latter was not, however, probable, in as much 
as it must have been detected by the engineer’s inspection.

— Mr. Jones, manager for the company, spoke to the 
generally efficient mode in which the pit was worked, and 
asserted that he was quite unaware of the existence of the 
practice of violating the rule which limits the number of 
men who shall descend in a single skip.

— Enos Pearce, who was prevented from entering the 
cage occupied by the deceased men and boys, said that he 
had formed the twelfth occupant of a descending vehicle 
an many occasions.

— Moses Low, a miner, asserted that the cage usually 
conveyed twelve men and boys to the bottom of the shaft. 
He had been employed at the pit for 14 months, and 

FATAL SHAFT ACCIDENT.
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during that time could not recollect more than three or 
four mornings on which the contrary was the case. On these 
occasions the alteration was made in deference to the men, 
who refused to work. Witness had often seen the butty pull 
the ketch when the cage contained more than eight men.

— A collier, named Humphries, stated that from personal 
knowledge he could assert that for three years the colliery 
rules had been constantly violated at this pit. The butty 
had on several occasions been heard to press more than the 
proper number of individuals to enter the cage.

— After hearing the  evidence the inquiry was adjourned 
until the 10th of next month, in order to allow an 
opportunity for the making of further inquiries, with a 
view to a thorough investigation of the whole matter. 
The manager for the company expressed, on behalf of 
the employers, commiseration for the eight widows and 
twenty-seven fatherless children, made by this accident, and 
stated that every pecuniary aid would be rendered to them.

3rd January 1863

THE TERRIBLE COLLIERY ACCIDENT
To the Editor of the Colliery Guardian.

Sir, — What are the coal-masters about? Surely they cannot 
look on at wholesale slaughter such as this, without a 
determination to do everything in their power to secure the 
lives of their workmen, by seeing that the machinery for 
raising and lowering the men is of the best descriptions and 
material, and is entrusted to careful and skilful hands? And 
as pins will give way as in this case, or links will fail, surely 
they will adopt the safety-cage, which in an emergency, 
such as this, would have remained stationary in the pit, 
and would have saved the lives of twelve men, and the 
infliction of so much misery upon their wives and children.

No such thing. The coal-masters, as individuals, may be as 
humane as the rest of the world, but as coal-masters they 
do not feel themselves called upon to do more than what is 
usually done in the trade to secure the safety of their men. 
As a body they seem to think all is right if no more than 
one life is sacrificed for every 70,000 tons of coal brought 
to the market. Is this state of things to be endured in the 
mining world, while all other employers of labour are forced 
by the remonstrance’s of the rest of the world, to adopt 
measures for securing the safety of those engaged in their 
works? Even railway directors, the least impressionable of 
mankind, are now being forced by the remonstrance’s of 
the press, as well as by the heavy damages laid on them by 
juries, to adopt means, by brakes or otherwise, to lessen 
the disasters from collisions. If coroners’ juries are to be 
anything better than mere mockeries, let them inflict on 
the mine owner the same damages for the loss of life of 
workmen, if occasioned by his neglect, which are so liberally 
laid on railway directors in similar cases, and we shall soon 
see such fearful accidents reduced in number.

Your obedient servant, R. A.
10th January 1863

THE LATE FATAL COLLIERY 
ACCIDENT AT PRIOR’S LEE.

— The adjourned inquest on view of the bodies of the ten 
unfortunate men who were killed at Prior’s Lee, on the 20th 
ult. was concluded on Monday afternoon. The particulars 
of the melancholy affair will be fresh in the recollection of 
our readers. On the day above-mentioned, the unfortunate 
deceased, who were employed at a coalpit at Dark Lane, went 
to work as usual about six o’clock, and, having entered the 
cage, were preparing to descend, when the spring box gave 
way and they were precipitated to the bottom of the shaft, a 
distance of 270 yards, and killed. On Wednesday week, an 
inquest was opened at the Caledonian Hotel, Oakengates, 
before R.D.Nevin, coroner, and a respectable jury, when 
a number of witnesses were examined. This evidence has 
already appeared in our columns. The testimony given 
yesterday had reference chiefly to the quality of the iron 
of which the spring box was made.

—The Government Inspector, Mr. Wynne, deposed: I am 
Inspector of Mines, and produce the rules in force at that 
colliery. By the 24th rule, it is prohibited from sending down 
more than eight men at a time. As regards the fracture of 
the spring box iron I can give no information. The most 
likely cause of the breakage would be the sudden “snatch” 
in trying to get the men down quickly. The spring is placed 
in the box to prevent any such sudden “snatch.” My opinion 
is that the safety catch should be applied when it can be 
done to advantage. There is not the slightest objection to 
these catches, and if one had been applied in this instance 
the men would, in all probably, have been saved. They are 
likely to get out of repair and require constant watching. 
I have known accidents prevented by them.

—This being the whole of the evidence, the coroner 
proceeded to address the jury. —A short deliberation 
followed, and the following additional evidence was then 
given, at the request of the jury:

—John Howell, the starter at the pit, deposed: I was at the 
pit on the morning in question, but I did not see the first 
nor the second hand go down. The rules state that eight 
men should go down, but I have seen more. I have seen the 
box examined frequently. I have never heard any complaints 
made to me about the quantity of men going down.

—By Mr. Wynne: There were twenty-nine men and fifteen 
boys employed at the pit, and they generally went down 
in five bands, not four.

—The jury here expressed their opinion that the spring 
box had not been properly inspected by Marrion, the 
inspector of engines, and that the company should see 
that the inspections be made more carefully in future. The 
coroner said that if they wished they could append this to 
their verdict. The jury then returned a verdict of  “Accidental 
death,” with this opinion appended.

17th January 1863

What the Papers Said - “The Colliery Guardian”
Continued ...
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Milwr Tunnel Underground Loco Runs!

When the Milwr tunnel closed some equipment was 
left underground (as seen on Club trips a few years 
ago). However, a 1937 Ruston & Hornsby underground 
locomotive was taken to Minera Lead mine and stored in 
a shipping container.

Over the years, trees grew around the container and, due 
to “cut-backs”, the Council owned museum at Minera 
declined, closing for a while (the visitor centre is open 
occasionally now staffed by volunteers).

Last year the North Wales Miners Assocation Trust were 
given permission to remove the loco from the container, 
restore it and take it to Bersham Colliery for display.

After cutting down the trees to gain access to the loco, 
it was loaded on one of Stuart Tomlins trucks and taken 
to his yard for inspection. Although looking very rusty, 
the engine was in quite good condition. As there wasn’t 
a starting handle with it, a forklift was used to bump start 
the loco. Using the rails from the Trust’s rock crushing 
display to support the loco, it was found that the wheels 
just skidded when trying to knock in the decompression 
lever.

After the application of sand to the rails it started on the 
first go and was quite happy driving up and down the 
rails, even though the loco is a slightly narrower gauge!

The plans are, that after a little bit of work on the loco 
it will be taken to Bersham and used on a set of rails 
running from the engine house to the headframe.  It may 
make an appearance at the Onslow rally over the August 
bank holiday.

Above: Stuart Tomlins lifting the loco onto the rails.
Right: Details of 
the 2 cylinder cold 
start Lister engine:
R.A.Lister & Co. 
Ltd. Dursley 
England.
CS 21975, 20 HP.

Loco details: 
Ruston & Hornsby 
Ltd. (Lincoln, 
England), 1937, 
20HP Class LOCO 
No. 183727

Below: Stuart Tomlins driving the loco (the seat is 
missing, so you have to crouch in the driving position)

(Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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The Last Years of Coal Mining in South Wales
Volume one from Eastern Valleys to Aberdare

by Steve Grudgings
Hardback, 272 printed pages 250mm x 250mm. £24.95

The title is quite poignant, as Steve has managed to capture in mainly colour 
photographs the end of the large scale Coal Industry and the desolation of 
abandoned and running down collieries . Steve was also allowed to take 
a number of underground photographs for which he had to obtain special 
permissions. Photographs of miners and their obvious camaraderie make it 
even more special.

Publishers Review
As time passes, our understanding of the scale and importance of the UK’s 
coal industry fades. In the 1950s and 60s, most homes had coal fires, and 
electricity and gas were both produced from coal. In our grandparents’
childhood, more than a million men were directly employed in the industry 
and UK coal powered most of the world’s shipping fleets as well as our own 
massive industrial base. This country’s coal reserves were a major factor in 
our leadership in the industrial and commercial spheres and it can be said 
that Britain’s success was ‘built on coal.’ The success of the coal industry 
also bought a high toll of deaths and injury, dangerous levels of atmospheric 
pollution and acute industrial unrest. In 2015 the UK’s last deep coal mines 
closed and the country’s residual requirements for coal will be met by 
imports from places such as Poland, Columbia and China.

For those of us born in the 1950s, the South Wales valleys conjure up images 
of colliery headgear, spoil heaps and coal trains. In reality however this is 
an anachronism and few such features survive in the modern valleys. The 
surface structures have been swept away and the underground workings are 
flooded and collapsed.

In many ways much of South Wales really was ‘built on coal’ and the 
photographs in this book record most aspects of the valley pits. The images 
are, with few exceptions, ‘historic’ for all traces of the past which they 
record have gone. In many ways these images are a celebration of a way of 
life that, for better or worse, has now passed. I hope you enjoy seeing them 
as much as I enjoyed taking them.

Steve Grudgings

Publications are available from Mike 
Moore at Club meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk

Books

Quarrying in Cumbria
The exploiting of stone in Cumbria dates back to the Neolithic period when 
volcanic rock from the high Lakeland fells was worked to make hand axes. 
In Roman times sandstone was extensively quarried for building Hadrian’s 
Wall and forts like Carlisle. The industry expanded in the Middle Ages as 
stone was needed for high-status buildings like castles, tower houses, bridges 
and, later on, for dry-stone walls and road building.

Cumbria has a wide variety of rock types that proved suitable for building 
and other uses, and quarry workings, large and small, can be found across 
the county. Countless abandoned quarries exploited limestone, sandstone, 
flagstone, slate, granite, sands and clays and gypsum, and quarrying 
was a major local industry in the fells, along the west coast and on the 
Pennine edge. Some quarries still operate today, supplying markets across 
the country. The story of how stone was won is an important part of our 
disappearing heritage: this book explores the rich legacy of quarrying across 
Cumbria.

Mike Moore

Author: Dr David Johnson
Paperback: 96 pages
Publisher: Amberley Publishing
ISBN-13: 978-1445672465
Price: £12.00 + p&p

Underwater Potholer - A Cave 
Diver’s Memoirs by Duncan Price.
ISBN: 978-184995-158-6
Softback 240×170mm, 224 pages
inc. 16pp colour section illustrated 
with maps and photographs
Price: £18.99 + p&p.

https://www.moorebooks.co.uk/
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Books

Minerals of the English Midlands
By Roy Starkey

This lavishly illustrated book explores the rich mineralogical heritage of the 
Midlands, setting this into a regional, historical and economic context, and 
tracing the development of mineral exploitation from earliest times to the 
present day.

Mineral specimens from the area are recognised as being significant on 
a global scale, and are to be found in all major mineral collections, both 
within the UK and abroad. The author has been privileged to have obtained 
unprecedented access to both private and public collections, resulting in 
the inclusion of numerous, previously unpublished photographs of mineral 
specimens. The book will appeal to all those interested in the geology and 
mineralogy of the area, visitors to the Peak District National Park, mineral 
collectors, mining historians, industrial archaeologists and the general visitor 
alike.

A number of Shropshire mines and minerals feature in the book, along 
with background histories of the mines concerned, making for a fascinating 
reference to the minerals of the county.

432 pages; 943 illustrations; 1000 references; comprehensive index.
Paperback £35 plus p&p. (ISBN 978 0 9930182 3 7)

To order a copy, go to:
www.britishmineralogy.com

or email roy@britishmineralogy.com

British Mineralogy Publications, 
15 Warwick Avenue, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire. B60 2AHThe Archaeology of Underground Mines and 

Quarries, by John Barnatt
Underground mine and quarry workings are to be found in all counties 
in England. This little-seen world has workings that are different from 
each other in terms of what was extracted and how this was achieved. The 
archaeological evidence allows us to interpret what was being done and 
when this took place. Some places have impressive workings and these have 
such things as engine chambers, arched levels, deep shafts, underground 
canals, drainage soughs, and discarded equipment.

This book presents a detailed introduction to the underground mining and 
quarrying heritage in England. It reviews the many types of mineral and 
stone taken from the ground over several millennia and also looks at the 
wide range of archaeological remains that survive today and are accessible 
to those who venture underground. It is designed to illustrate the many and 
varied wonders to be found underground and give the reader ways forward 
should they wish to follow up their interest in particular types of extraction 
or what is present in their region.

Honister Slate Mine
Utilising a wealth of rare and unpublished images from official archives, 
authors Alastair Cameron and Liz Withey tell the story behind the 
development of the Honister Slate Mine in the Lake District.

Operating since at least shortly after the Norman Conquest slate was initially 
won from the surface of Honister Crag. During Elizabethan times, skilled 
immigrant miners from the Tyrol taught native slate workers how to drive 
tunnels to obtain slate from deeper underground. By the Victorian era 
operations had expanded with large-scale underground mining under way. 
The many miles of rail track made the transport of slate much easier and 
processing sheds were constructed at the head of Honister Pass.

Honister Mine closed in the 1980s. However, in 1997 Mark Weir, the son 
of a local hill-farmer, took up the lease with the intention of working slate 
again. The extraordinary story of Weir’s development of Honister Slate Mine 
is given in full in this book.

Publisher: Historic England, 172pp
ISBN-13: 978-1848023819
Price: £24.00

Paperback: 96 pages
Publisher: Amberley Publishing
ISBN-13: 978-1445671994
Price: £12 + p&p
Publications are available from Mike 
Moore at Club meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk

https://britishmineralogy.com/wordpress/
https://www.moorebooks.co.uk/
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Videos

For more details or to order visit:
iarecordings.org

HISTorIC MINES oF SpAIN VoL.3 CoMpILATIoN No.54
Exploring more mines of Andalucía (2 disc set)

The 11th International Mining 
History Congress was held in 
Linares, Spain in September 2016 
and widely regarded as the best ever. 
This two disc DVD set features the 
wide range of mine sites visited by 
several SCMC members during the 
week before joining the Congress 
in the West of Andalucía and 
Castilla-La Mancha, including the 
famous mining remains around Rio 
Tinto, and the sites visited in the 
Linares area during the week of the 
Congress.

If there is a “must visit” mining 
area in Spain, then Rio Tinto has 
to be it. The Rio Tinto Museum 
has attempted to preserve some 
mine buildings and headframes at 
a variety of mines. It also provides 
guided tours at the Peña del Hierro 
opencast mine, a preserved mine 
officials house in the former gated 
‘English’ community. Rail and 
mine enthusiasts can also take a 
journey down the Rio Tinto railway 
beside the deep red Rio Tinto river, 
passing buildings and slag piles from 
many eras of mineral dressing and 
smelting, plus abandoned railway 
locomotives and rolling stock.

A viewing point has also been 
created to allow you to watch 
the operations in the huge Cerro 
Colorado working opencast mine. 
A short walk from here is the 
abandoned Corta Atalaya open pit 
(once the largest in the world), now 
partially flooded, but still visible on 
one of the ledges is a large steam 
locomotive – the scale of the pit 
becomes clear as the camera zooms 
out!

At Huelva the well-preserved railway 
pier of the Rio Tinto railway is now 
a popular angling spot. On the other 

Tortilla in the Linares area. A feature 
of many of the mines is their Cornish 
engine houses, illustrating the link 
to their former British owners. 
The most complete Cornish engine 
house is probably the one high in 
the mountains at El Centenillo - to 
get heavy engine casting here must 
have been quite a feat. The Cornish 
engine houses at Pozo Ancho mark 
the site of a very succcessful mine – 
declaring over 100 annual dividends 
during its lifetime.

Several mines visited only closed 
in the late 1990s and early 2000s. 
While some equipment has been 
scrapped, there is still a lot to see, 
ranging from winding drums, cages, 
and steel headframes to dressing 
floors, ore bins and narrow gauge 
railway routes and tunnels.

A bonus trip was a visit to the vast 
excavation of Alquife opencast iron 
mine (north of Granada) which 
closed in 1996 and may re-open 
soon.

Thanks to Rob Vernon for 
researching and documenting the 
sites in the first part of this DVD 
and to him and our friends in the 
Colectivo Proyecto Arrayanes 
for organising the excellent 11th 
International Mining History 
Congress and mine visits in and 
around Linares.

Only a tiny proportion of the sites 
featured are mentioned here. The 
DVDs have illustrated menus and 
over 180 chapter points to aid 
viewing.

£ 16.80 - DVD (2 disc set)
Running Time: 2 hours 49 minutes.

Club discount available at meetings

side of the river the Scottish Tharsis 
Company also have a pier which 
was served by  La Zarza and Tharsis 
copper mines, plus other opencast 
copper mines. Several of which are 
featured on the DVDs.

Coal for the various metal mining 
enterprises came from small 
coalfields north of Cordoba. Some 
of these mines have only closed 
in the last 10 years and still retain 
their headframes and borded-up 
pithead buildings. At the picturesque 
Villanueva del Rio y Minas coal 
mine the upcast shaft is a ‘Malakoff’ 
tower style headframe – looking 
more like a German castle than a 
headframe.

A visit is made to the mercury 
mining area around Almadén, and 
the site of Spain’s first Mining 
School. This World Heritage Site has 
undergone a transformation since 
the mine closed in the 1990s. The  
Almadén mercury mine museum 
now offers excellent surface and 
underground tours of the mine, 
taking visitors 50m down a shaft for 
a ‘historical’ tour which includes 
a huge wooden underground mule 
whim. Visitors return to surface on 
a man-riding train, then are taken 
on a  tour of the mercury distillation 
plant and a museum with interactive 
‘mercury’ experiments.

During the Congress week visits 
were made to numerous lead mines 
and the smelters of La Cruz (with 
its preserved lead shot tower) and 

https://www.iarecordings.org/
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Diary DatesClub Officers

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

9th June: BCA AGM, to be held at Horton in 
Ribblesdale Village Hall, Chapel Lane, Horton in 
Ribblesdale. Start: 10:30am.

17th-21st June: NSS Convention 2019, Cookeville, 
Tennessee.

4th-8th July: NAMHO 2019 Conference, hosted 
by Roy Fellows at Llanafan (between Tregaron and 
Aberystwyth), Ceredigion, in Wales.
To book your place follow the links from the Cambrian 
Mines or the NAMHO websites. Or follow this direct 
link to the Bookings site.

9th to 12th August: 14th National Caving Congress 
of Switzerland, Interlaken.

6th to 8th September: ResCon19, BCRC Conference, 
Ebborways Farm, Pelting Road, Priddy, BA5 3BA .
Tickets for the weekend are priced at £50 to include 
camping & food (basically everything except the bar), 
with a discounted price of £40 if tickets are bought 
before the end of June or for students in full time 
education. Conference website: www.rescon.org.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ResCon19 Tickets from 
Eventbrite: rescon.eventbrite.co.uk 

2020
May: 2nd International Early Engines Conference. Black 
Country Living Museum.

June 18th-22nd: 12th International Mining History 
Conference, Sudbury, Ontario, Canada.

April 3rd-6th: NAMHO 2020 Conference “Copper 
Tin Gold”, Cornwall. Venue tba.

Out and About with the Bat Group ....

President: David Adams

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Gareth Rushton

Secretary:  Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Conservation: David Poyner

NAMHO Rep: Alan Robinson

Membership Secretary: Julian Bromhead 
scmc.membership@factree.org.uk

Tackle:  Steve Holding

Training Officer: Andrew Wood

First Aid Officer: Alan Moseley

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

‘Below’ Editor, Publications: Kelvin Lake
scmc@factree.org.uk

Mmm .... Daubenton’s 

The Harp Trap

 Lesser Horseshoe 

Bat ringing .... Ooo ... Greater Horseshoe 

WARNING
DO NOT try this at home.

These activities are carried 
out by trained professionals.

No bats were harmed 
in the drawing of this 

cartoon
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