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Quarterly Journal of the Shropshire Caving & Mining Club Summer Issue No: 2018.2

Ivor Brown
Memorial Day

The Friends of The Ironbridge Gorge Museums and the Shropshire Caving 
& Mining Club are holding a day of talks and fi lms in memory of Dr. Ivor 
Brown on Saturday 27th October 2018 in the Glass Classroom, Enginuity, 
Coalbrookdale.

Ivor was a leading light in the Club and many other mining and local history 
organisations. He was well known for his talks and the numerous visits that 
he organised for Club members to many fascinating locations. As a way of 
commemorating his life, speakers from several organisations that he was 
involved with will be contributing to the day.

If you wish to attend, the booking form, with payment details, can be 
downloaded from the Club website. The cost is £10 with a sandwich buffet, 
or £5 without the buffet.

Additional Activities
On the Saturday evening it is planned to hold the Club annual dinner. A 
venue and cost has yet to be confi rmed - it seems to be a popular day for 
weddings, so many function rooms are already booked! The guest speaker 
for the dinner will be Nigel Dibben talking about the Alderley Edge Mines.

Sunday 28th October - Walks
Two guided walks will be offered on Sunday 28th October of about 2 hours 
in length (details to be confi rmed later), places are limited so please indicate 
on the booking form if you are interested in taking part.

1. A walk around Coalbrookdale with David De Haan, Friends of the IGMT.
2. Jackfi eld stabilisation works and mining in the Gorge with Neal Rushton.

The provisional event programme is available at: https://bit.ly/2l4XmKn

Download the Booking form at:  https://bit.ly/2t5jKqn

Above: Ivor talking about the site 
of Barnyard Colliery during a walk 
around Granville Country Park.

Below: Ivor demonstrates the size 
of a local mine cage during a talk in 
2010 (6 Club members did manage 
to get inside it!)

Dave Newill
Sadly I have to inform Club members that Dave Newill an active caver and 
Club member in the 1970s and early 80s passed away in May. 

He had been ill for some time with inoperable throat cancer, but was still 
keen to go underground - he visited Snailbeach on May 6th and we were 
able to push him on the trolly into ‘Day’ Level and have a chat about past 
caving trips.

His funeral was held at Coalbrookdale Church on Friday 1st June.
Mike Moore
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The Snailbeach Mine Disaster
To mark the Snailbeach Mine disaster which occurred on 
6th March 1895, Nick Southwick arranged and paid for a 
memorial plaque dedicated to the seven deceased miners to be 
produced and fi xed to the small mine tub that sits inside the 
cage at Old/George’s Shaft.

The plaque was fi tted during the severe weather earlier this 
year, by a hardy group of Mines Trust volunteeers, so few 
others were witness to the event.

The miners who died in the accident were:

Joseph Evans (45) of Perkins Beach - Interred at Hope 
Parish Church B.G
George Lewis (48) of Pennerley - Interred at Hope Parish 
Church B.G
Arthur Wardman (27) of Gorstey Bank - Interred at Lords 
Hill Chapel B.G
Thomas Jones (32) of Stiperstones - Interred Hope Parish 
Church B.G
Richard Oakley (60) of Minsterley - interred at Holy 
Trinity, Minsterley B.G
Andrew Dorricott (50) of Snailbeach - Interred at Hope 
Parish Church B.G
John Purslow (52) of Wagbeach - Interred at Holy Trinity, 
Minsterley B.G

The accident was eventually blamed on the winding rope - it 
was claimed that it had been used for over 8 years (at the 
time ropes were normally replaced every 4 years), and that 
when not winding it was the custom to leave both cages in the 
middle of the shaft, causing internal corrosion of the ropes at 
the point where they went over the sheave wheels.

News Round-Up 1

Above: Detail of the plaque.          (Kelvin Lake)

Below: Members of the work party fi tting the 
memorial plaque, left to right: Julian Bromhead, Andy 
Coyle, Nick Southwick, Edwin Thorpe, and John 
Davies.          (Steve Holding)
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SCMC Trip Reports
Steve Holding

February 2018
Thursday 1st – There was a 
request from Rorrington Estate to 
check mine workings at Rorrington 
for a dog that went missing during 
a shoot earlier in the week. Peter 
Eggleston, Steve Holding, Kelvin 
Lake and Andy Wood attended.

Steve and Kelvin descended the 
main shaft/stope near the top of the 
hill; various levels and shaft tops 
were checked (closed or crowned 
shaft tops were also checked in case 
something had opened up over the 
winter).

A probable level, not previously 
recorded was found – the entrance 
was too restricted for us to enter 
but a small dog could get in and 
there was evidence of animal tracks 
– access might be possible with a 
couple of hours digging.

The badly mauled body of a recently 
dead badger was found in the woods.

Thursday 1st – Trip to the Ogof 
at Llanymynech by Steve Holding, 
Joe North, Dave Roberts and Andy 
Wood.

Sunday 4th – Huglith, a Bat Group 
survey but a check was needed to 
confi rm/clarify that material has 
come down from the stope above 
Badger Level – this should NOT 
be visited until there has been a 
‘surface-down gardening trip’ to 
clear loose rock.

Wednesday 21st – Andy Wood 
and Steve Holding had a trip to 
Snailbeach 40 Yard Level – simply 
for practice and exercise.

Friday 23rd – Alan & Vicky 
Robinson, Andy Wood and Steve 
Holding visited Cwmystwyth mine.

First part of the day was to descend 
the skipway and explore Kingside 
Level; next some digging was done 
at the collapse through to the long-
ladder – this is now reasonably easy 
to access again.

Finally, all four did a ‘Crossroads 
Through Trip’ but the opposite way 
around to usual – entering via the 
top (tight) entrance and then, after 
the various pitches, exiting via the 
lower Crossroads adit itself – this 
way of doing the through trip is not 
recommended – the rigging better 
suits the opposite direction and 
there were rub points on the longest 
prusik!

March 2018
Saturday 10th – Steve Holding, 
Ian Cooper, Alan & Vicky Robinson 
and Joe North visited Bryneglwys 
slate mine.

It had been intended to access Level 
20 (Daylight Adit), climb to Level 15 
and exit by returning down to Level 
20 again, however, the water was 
deeper and colder than remembered 
so the trip changed to a through 
trip – climbing up to Level 10 and 

Vicky descending the skipway in Cwmyswyth Level Fawr.  (Steve Holding)

Andy Wood descending the fi rst pitch of the Crossroads thro’ trip.
  (Steve Holding)

exiting that way. Ian climbed the 
in-situ knotted polypropylene rope 
but then lowered a 20m SRT rope for 
the others – this required splitting the 
ascent into two sections.

The group then went to try the access 
to Level 15c but the entrance was 
found to be excessively wet and 
muddy, so this was not progressed – 
later Joe looked at higher entrances 
and thought there was potential for 
exploration via these.

Thursday 15th – Andy Kennelly, 
Steve Holding and Andy Wood 
visited Snailbeach, descending to 
the second intermediate level and 
travelling up the ‘back-stope’ one 
level – potential connection to ‘hand-
line’ slope investigated.

Thursday 22nd – Andy Kennelly, 
Steve Holding and Andy Wood 
carried out maintenance work/
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inspection of the show mine (SMT 
activity) while Peter Eggleston was 
carrying out radio trials (with Ian 
Cooper and Kelvin Lake on the 
surface).

Friday 30th – Andy Wood and 
Andy Harris took Ann and Roger 
from Morley Potholing Club for a 
round trip in Huglith. Andy H rigged 
dogleg shaft and then descended it 
while Andy W took the two visitors 
down the ore chute.

We covered all the tramming level 
and Roger went down the sand slope 
at the far end before exiting via 
dogleg shaft, which was very wet 
and slippery, particularly on the top 
section. A small tree has fallen across 
the top of the stope but it does not 
impede access much. It was noted 
that the rail that one used to bang 
one’s head on has been removed and 
placed against the wall at the stope 
entrance. Andy H went up to Badger 
level and de-rigged it.

April 2018
Thursday 12th – Steve Holding 
carried out maintenance work in 
Roberts Level, Snailbeach (really 
an SMT activity), while Peter 
Eggleston was underground carrying 
out communications tests with Ian 
Cooper and Kelvin Lake on the 
surface.

Thursday 19th – Julian Bromhead, 
Steve Holding and Andy Wood went 
to Yewtree Level, Snailbeach, with 
the intention of installing a siphon 
to try and reduce the internal water 
level. It was identifi ed that a lot had 
changed, with surface water from 
further up the hill having changed its 
direction and now running into the 
level entrance cutting and probably 
into the level itself.

What started out as a step backwards 
probably ended up with substantial 
improvement – the water at the top 
of the hill was directed back along 
its original path (clearing out a 
pipe and making a minor dam) and 
a signifi cant amount of earth was 
removed from the entrance cutting – 
more importantly, it was found that 
the base of the tree, which had been a 

major interference with clearing the cutting, had rotted to such an extent that 
it was easily removed.

Thursday 26th – Julian Bromhead and Steve Holding returned to Yewtree 
Level and were able to drop the level of material in the entrance cutting 
signifi cantly. It was found that the bulk of water currently coming out of the 
level was through an old plastic drainpipe (previously installed) while the 
large diameter land-drain pipe appeared to be achieving nothing – this larger 
pipe was cut off but left in place for the moment.

Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th – Visit to Snailbeach by the BCRA 
Cave Radio & Electronics Group (CREG). Ian Cooper, Peter Eggleston, 
Kelvin Lake and Steve Holding were involved with the activities over the 
weekend. There was a lot of activity within Roberts Level and on the hills 
above.

All attending appeared to enjoy themselves!

SCMC Trip Reports
Continued ...

Peter Eggleston at 
the underground 
radio station in 
the Baryte Stope 
during the March 
radio tests.

(Ian Cooper)

The CREG 
surface station 
near Chapel Shaft 
during the CREG 
weekend.

The mast is 
for 40m (7kHz) 
radio tests. Ian’s 
μHeyphones 
were used as the 
‘reliable’ comms.

(Kelvin Lake)

Les Williams 
using the CREG 
location loop 
to detect the 
underground 
beacon that was 
in the Big Stope, 
during the CREG 
weekend.

Note: Sheep shaft 
on the horizon.

(Kelvin Lake)



5“Below” 2018.2

Pennerley Plate Rail
Andy Wood

I was at Pennerley House about 
another matter altogether when the 
landowner showed me this odd bit of 
“angle iron”.

Closer inspection reveals that it is 
length of cast iron plate rail.

There are signs of wear on the inside 
fl at face and it is comparable in size 
to other plate rails that have been 
found at the local mines.

(Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Pictures from the Archives
A continuing theme ...

Brian Shuker, who was an active Club member in the 1960s recently gave a collection of photographs to the Club 
(several of them feature in Malcolm Newton’s scrapbooks).
Here are a couple of Snailbeach, taken in the late 1960s.

Black Tom headframe. Picture taken 1964-69. View South across the dressing fl oor with Lordshill 
engine house on the skyline, c1967.
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Gerry Foxall Mining Sculptures in Broseley

All the parts of the Gerry Foxall sculpture that was 
created for Ironbridge Power Station in 1984 depicting 
a mining scene have been moved to various locations 
around Broseley. Due to the size of the sculpture it has 
been split into 6 separate pieces.

1. Pritchard Memorial site - in the centre of Broseley at 
the junction is a “Miner with a horse”.

2. Broseley Library Car Park - “Miners loading tubs on 
the cage”.

1

2

2
Detail of one of 
the miners

2

2

Above: Gerry Foxall’s name on 
the side of the cage support.

All pictures:
Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings
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Gerry Foxall Mining Sculptures in Broseley
Continued ...

3. “The Coal Face” - this is quite a large piece and has 
been placed against the wall in the Churchyard of 
All Saints, Church Street.

This is quite a good place for this item, initially when 
you walk through the gate you don’t notice it. 

It is also a nice piece to study as there are lots of 
little details, from names of miners to small items of 
equipment (all made from assorted bits of scrap!)

3

3

3
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4. “Coal train with horse and miner” - this piece is at the top of the green of the new Haycop Rise (off Dark Lane) 
housing development. This was actually the site of the former Haycop Colliery, so quite a good spot for it, 
although I suspect the trees and shrubs planted around it will soon make it diffi cult to spot this sculpture!

 Again there are some nice little touches and it deserves a close look.

5. “Underground Stables” - as featured in Below 2016.4, the mine stable scene is beside the Bridgnorth Road 
between Foundry Lane and Wilkinson Avenue.

6. “Miner and Tub” - on the grassed area of Cape Fold, by the layby at the end of Cape Street.

Gerry Foxall Mining Sculptures in Broseley
Continued ...

4

4

Views of the “Coal train 
and miner” (No.4) at 
Haycop Rise.
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Gerry Foxall Mining Sculptures in Broseley
Continued ...

5

It makes an interesting walk around 
Broseley hunting out the sculptures, 
you can extend the walk to Maypole 
Green at the North end of the town to 
see the large ‘water’ kibble (probably 
a kibble used for bailing water out of 
a mine rather than minerals) near the 
Maypole.

Broseley is a fascinating town, if you 
have not spent time walking around 
the area there are a lot of interesting 
buildings, plus the Broseley Pipe 
Museum. 

You can download a “Broseley 
Town Trail” map and leafl et from the 
Town Council website - it doesn’t 

really mention the sculpture 
locations, but concentrates on 
some of the historic buildings 
in the town.

Download the map at:

https://bit.ly/2JI0zdm

6

Pitchcroft Report 2018
Digging at Pitchcroft has slowed since November. The 
December dig was cancelled due to the weather coupled 
with birthday and wedding anniversary events.

A similar thing happened in the New Year, with snow 
seeming to arrive just before a scheduled dig day!

In addition John Hendy has been ill and his mini-
excavator has not been available so we have been 
restricted in what we can do on site.

One part of the project that has progressed nicely is the 
construction of a metal screen over the top the large drop 
between the bob wall of the pumping engine house and 
the shaft lining (this is the area that holds the large iron 
box, believed to part of the pumping engine condenser 
system).

Andy Harris has made another excellent job of the 
construction and installation of the ‘shield’. The fi rst two 
sections of the metalwork were installed on the 20th May 
and then fi nal section installed on 31st May (while many 
of us were at the NAMHO Conference. All that remains 
now is for a fence to be put around the shaft area.

Below: Steve Holding, Peter Eggleston and Edwin 
Thorpe look on as Andy Harris fi xes the ‘shield’ sections 
over the area between the bob wall and shaft.
We had misplaced the “Do NOT feed Andy” sign at this stage!
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These mines are classifi ed as being 
in the area of El Gorguel but they 
are on the western edge of the Sierra 
Minera Cartagena/La Union and 
actually appear to be within the 
curtilage of Cartagena municipality.

Mina El Camarón
Mina El Camarón, which seems 
to have been a smelter rather than 
a mine, is actually fenced into a 
gated, and locked, landfi ll site where 
rubbish from Cartagena has been 
dumped and covered in soil. The 
main buildings still stand as does 
the chimney although it seems to 
be in imminent danger of collapse. 
When I visited in 2014, I was unable 
to get out of the car because I was 
surrounded by a pack of noisy wild 
dogs obviously scavenging the 
dumps for food.

It was often the case that the kilns 
and furnaces of the Sierra were 
fuelled with coal shipped in from 
England, presumably brought in 
by ships that took ore to Britain for 
smelting.

Mina Reina Regente
Originally a mine but later used to 
separate the lead ore from mina El 
Concilio just above it, giving rise to 
the large tailings dam between the 
buildings and the road.  This was 
the very fi rst froth fl otation plant 
constructed in the orefi eld, built in 
1936 by engineer Juan Rubio de 
la Torre (Sociedad Minera Zapata 
Portman) and commissioned in 1940. 

Some Mining Remains near Cartagena, Spain
Andy Wood

View north 
looking down the 
site of Mina Reina 
Regente.

The lower part 
of Mina Reina 
Regente.

View from ground 
level up at the 
buildings of Mina 
Reina Regente.

Right: View from 
the north end 
of Mina Reina 
Regente.

Left: View across 
the buildings and 
spoil tip of Mina 
Reina Regente 
with Cartagena 
recycing plant 
and landfi ll site in 
the background.

All pictures:
Andy Wood



11“Below” 2018.2

Some Mining Remains near Cartagena, Spain
Continued ...

Mina El Concilio
This mine was owned by the 
Sociedad Minera Zapata Portman.

In December 1944 there was a 
serious accident resulting in six dead 
and many injured. The engine driver 
was blamed for negligence as he is 
supposed to have failed to halt a cage 
full of miners when it reached the 
surface. The cage thus hit the sheave 
wheels with some force, breaking 
the cable connections so it fell back 
down the shaft. 

After this, several miners from mina 
La Colosal were transferred to work 
at El Concilio and, as the shaft was 
rendered useless by the accident, the 
miners had to access the workings 
from Mina Reina Regente.  Although 
the two mines were quite close, 
it appears that there was a walk 
of almost an hour to reach the El 
Concilio workings this way. 

The metal head frame was still in situ 
in 1986 but all that now remains are 
some ruined buildings and a rusting 
compressor. The shaft is open and a 
toilet block stands nearby!

Above: The surviving building at 
Mina El Concilio - the toilet block!

Left: Remains of 
an Ingersoll Rand 
(New York) oil 
engine at Mina El 
Concilio.

It probably drove 
a compressor.

Left: Remains 
of another oil 
engine at Mina El 
Concilio.

Could it have 
also been for a 
compressor?

Left: The open 
shaft at Mina El 
Concilio.

Left: View across 
the site of Mina El 
Concilio towards 
tank farm.
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Some Mining Remains near Cartagena, Spain
Continued ...

Mina La Verdad de un 
Artista
This Pb-Zn-Cu mine is probably the 
westernmost in El Gorguel but has 
not yet been visited. The mine was 
established in 1844 by Pablo Ursa 
and is situated in an area known as 
Open Cañada (cañada in Spanish 
translates as ‘gully’ or ‘ravine’).

In 1845 the vein was 20 to 30 
centimetres thick, yielding a 
signifi cant amount  of silver. In 1861 
he expanded its facilities, building 
some surrounding buildings and 
installing two new winches.

By 1869, the mine was worked 
on a lease by the company La 
Bella Raquel, reaching a depth of 
about 400 metres. It was this same 
company who installed a powerful 
steam engine to aid extraction. In 
1882 the mines, already in decline, 
were acquired by Sr. Pierat, and 
closed in the early twentieth century.

Mina San Rafael
The San Rafael mine is locat at 
an altitude of 150 metres, on the 
southern side of El Manchon and El 
Diente la Vieja. A lead/zinc mine, it 
was the last deep mine still operating 
in the orefi eld when it closed in 
1992. Unfortunately, the Canadian 
pine roof trusses of the engine house 
were so attractive that by the end of 
that year the roof had gone and the 
building deteriorated rapidly. 

View across the 
valley of Mina 
La Verdad de un 
Artista.

General view of 
Mina San Rafael.

A hand operated 
winch amongst 
the remains of 
Mina San Rafael.

Left: The wooden 
headframe, 
complete with 
cage and with the 
hand operated 
winch alongside 
at Mina San 
Rafael.

Right: The 
landing platform 
by the shaft, with 
the remains of the 
lever to operate 
the keps at Mina 
San Rafael.
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The six legged wooden headframe, built in 1858, still stands and appears to 
be in quite good condition. Both cages are at surface and there is a short run 
of rail to permit the rapid discharge of ore from a raised truck into a storage 
hopper below. A hand operated winch, complete with circular section cable, 
stands at its side although haulage was with fl at rope, as is more common 
here. Unusually, a tall water tower stands by the engine house.

An interesting article by Rogelio Mouzo Pagan describing, in words and 
pictures, an underground visit to this mine in 1988 can be found at:

https://bit.ly/2sTYfKa

It is, of course, in Spanish but Google’s translation tool is good enough to 
get the gist of it, even if it does leave much detail to be desired.

Some Mining Remains near Cartagena, Spain
Continued ...

Right: The wooden 
headframe at Mina San 
Rafael.

Left: Remains of 
the Mina San Rafael 
electric fl at rope winder 
with rope still on the 
spools. 

Right: The 2 cages, 
both on the surface 
- this seems to be a 
common practice at 
Spanish mines when 
they are closed.

Left: Another view of 
the Mina San Rafael 
electric fl at rope winder.

Below: A general view 
of Mina San Rafael - 
with water tower by the 
winder.

Left: Fuel tanks at Mina 
San Rafael.

Right: Possible remains 
of a compressor at Mina 
San Rafael.
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Located at SJ 6731 0121, the 
undulating nature of this area is an 
indication of widespread mining. The 
coal seams were at a shallow depth 
and there would have been mining in 
this area from an early date.

The present day remains appear to 
be from a re-working of old mines 
in the 1870s. The main feature is the 
waste heap which comprises shale 
and small coal indicating working 
for coal.

There are no above ground remains 
of the weighing machine or 
associated buildings.

On the mine site the 1882 OS map 
shows a horse gin circle, shaft and 
building but again there are no above 
ground remains of these.

A small waste heap at SJ 6735 01175 
also comprises shale and small coal 
and may be the site of another mine.

Poole’s Piece, Broseley
Steve Dewhirst

Above: 25” O.S. Map Shropshire. LI.2 Published: 1882

1. Weighing Machine
2. Building – unknown purpose
3. Shaft, horse gin circle and 

small building to SW
4. Spoil heap

3

4

1
2

Above: Location of spoil heap in fi eld. 
National Monuments Record Film 540/1461 
Frame 28(v) 28th October 1954.

History
The mine is only shown on the 1882 OS map but there 
are no other direct references to mining in this fi eld. 
The Tithe map shows the fi eld as a meadow and the 
1902 25” OS map only shows the spoil heap.

Right: Site of Weighing Machine 
with mine in distance.

(Steve Dewhirst, 2017)
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Poole’s Piece, Broseley
Continued ...

Left: The spoil heap.

The approximate location of the shaft 
is circled and the Horse Gin would 
have been to the right.

(Steve Dewhirst, 2017)

Right: Small mound of mining waste 
SJ67353 01175.

(Steve Dewhirst, 2017)

Developments
Recently a hole has appeared in the 
fi eld near the spoil heap.
 
The Coal Authority have put a fence 
around it (see picture left). The 
spoil heap of the old mine is in the 
background.  The new hole is next 
to the S in Shaft on the OS Map.

As it is not shown on the OS maps, 
I would suspect that, if it is a shaft, 
it is much earlier.

(Steve Dewhirst)
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An alleged mine shaft has been 
found just in front of the Cape of 
Good Hope pub in Billingsley, on 
the main Bridgnorth to Cleobury 
Mortimer road. The Coal Authority 
fenced the shaft and rigged up a vent, 
so I presume they were convinced 
that it was a coal shaft. It is around 6 
feet in diameter, unlined and straight 
into sandstone.

There are no shafts marked on maps 
near the Cape, the fact that it is so 
close to the Cape makes me think 
it predates the Inn, which opened 
c1800, so I would guess it might 
be 18th Century in date or perhaps 
earlier. However, just in front of the 
pub, the early large-scale ordnance 
survey maps mark a well. In 1842 a 
man was killed whilst repairing the 
pump rods in this, so it could be this 
which opened up. Interestingly, the 
toilet block from the Cape seems to 
drain into it - it’s probably best not 
to speculate exactly what the Coal 
Authority pipe might be venting! 

If it is a shaft, rather than a well, I’m 
inclined to think it might date from 
the 1860s, when the landlord of the 
Cape, William Birchley, was pock-
marking Billingsley with shafts to 
try and fi nd workable coal. One was 
successful in 1872 when he deepened 
an old shaft of 1811 a few hundred 
yards to the north-west of the Cape 
and found sulphur-free coal. This 
became Billingsley Colliery.

Some garbled accounts of his 
early ‘holes’ were collected by a 
contemporary geologist and one is a 
plausible fi t to the shaft. You might 
wonder what kind of fool would sink 
a shaft between the door of his pub 
and the main road; from what I have 
learnt of him, Birchley would be 
such a person!

The Cape has had a long association 
with mining. It sits in the middle 
of coal workings, between a major 
late 18th century mine and the later 
Billingsley colliery of 1872-1921. 
It was almost certainly opened in 
the early 19th century, with the aim 
of serving the men who worked at 
the adjacent coal mine (and blast 
furnace). The inn itself is fi rst 

Alleged Mine Shaft Collapse - Cape of Good Hope, Billingsley
David Poyner

Left: The infi lled 
‘well’.

There’s a shallow 
opening at the top 
of the shaft, with 
a rail (?) lintel 
on top. Perhaps 
it was once the 
base of a cistern?

(David Poyner)

Above: View of the Cape of Good Hope looking north, showing the twin 
cottages (with a late 19th porch in front of them).             (David Poyner)

Above: The Cape of Good Hope, looking east. (a) c1800 inn, (b) c1875
extension, (c) c1800 outbuildings. To the front of these is a late 20th
century extension. The well is off camera to the left.             (David Poyner)

marked by name on a map of 1827 (The Greenwood map of Shropshire). 
Meetings and social events for colliery employees were regularly held there. 
About 15 years ago, it hosted a reunion for the former electricians employed 
at Alveley Colliery.

At its core is a sandstone cottage which is surely the original pub (this 
consists of a two storey cottage at the front and a 1.5 storey cottage to the 
rear; they may be of different dates). To the north, these are joined to a 
pair of brick ranges, which probably date from the late 1870s and which 
contained bedrooms and a club room. Whatever the current economics of its 
position as a pub, it would be a shame if it were to be demolished. I suspect a 
careful survey would reveal the use of materials such as plate rail for lintels.

I’d be interested in any reports or photos that the Coal Authority took to 
establish the depth and condition of the shaft before fi lling it.
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Let us consider the humble vacuum 
cleaner. By means  of a small electric 
fan a flow of air can be induced 
into a pipe. This flow of air can be 
utilised to remove dirt from your 
floor and transport it elsewhere, 
perhaps to a receptacle where it can 
be collected, stored, and ultimately 
disposed of.

This principle has not bypassed the 
attention of shopkeepers who have 
used it on a small scale in so called 
‘vacuum’ systems (Lamson tubes) 
to transport orders and receipts 
around their shops. On a large scale 
Brunel endeavoured to use it to run 
a railway system in Devon. For a 
few months he successfully moved 
groups of carriages without the use 
of an engine. Unfortunately all the 
pipework joints were sealed with 
leather gaskets and tallow, a mix 
very appealing to the local rats and 
Brunel could not keep pace with the 
costs of replacement.

You may ask Why should a mining 
engineer be interested in such ideas?   
Well in the 1970s I worked on an 
installation at Coventry Colliery 
in Warwickshire which used this 
principle to move rock spoil about 
the pit. A medium sized compressor 
sited underground was used to blow 
air at 4 to 8 psi pressure at a rate of 
1,000 cubic feet per minute along 
a 12 inch diameter pipe into large 
cavities in the waste areas. The rock 
was introduced into the pipe via 
a crusher and paddle system. The 
rock was tightly packed and served 
to support the roof in a 6 foot coal 
seam. An essential process as the 
colliery at that time, being situated 
within the city boundaries did not 
have space for large surface spoil 
heaps. Further, as we were running 
coal faces beneath the Jaguar and 
Dunlop factories we wished to 
minimise surface subsidence in the 
general area.

At a later date I worked in the Saar 
Area of Germany where sand was 
quarried at surface and dropped 
down the main shaft in a large pipe, 
transported by a system of large 
pipes to the coal faces and used for 

similar purposes. In this case water 
was added to act as a lubricant.

But this is all small scale stuff 
compared to a system used in France 
in the nineteenth century. The 
remains of this I saw while on a visit 
to a mining museum in the Épinac 
Mining Region.

Consider: Large collieries have large 
fans to provide air to the workings 
to ventilate them, remove dangerous 
gases and maintain bearable ambient 
temperatures. Such a fan might be 
as much 20ft. in diameter and shift 
150,000 cu.ft. of air per minute. 
Surely such a machine could be used 
to move large quantities of material 
over considerable distances? Perhaps 
even up the main shaft?

Hence the invention by Monsieur 
Blanchet in France. This was for a 
system for winding coal in the main 
shaft at a colliery without the need 
for ropes, a headgear or a winding 
engine. The equipment was installed 
in the Hottinguer Colliery at Épinac. 
It has now largely disappeared but 
there are still some remains.

Scheme Theory
The theory behind the scheme is as 
follows:

Consider a shaft 20ft. in diameter 
and 2,000 ft. plus in depth.

The cross-sectional area of the shaft 
is then:

That is:

or approximately 300 sq. ft.

If measured in square inches 
this becomes 300 x 144 i.e. 
approximately 43,000 sq. inches.

If one placed a container in the shaft 
as shown in figure 1, opening valve 
A could result in air being evacuated 
from the shaft. By careful use of 
valve ‘A’ a vacuum of 4 psi could 
be produced; taking atmospheric 
pressure as 15psi.

The resulting thrust on the container 
would be 43,000 x 4 lbs.

That is approximately 170,000 lbs, 
say ~8 tons.

If the container and contents were 
of the relevant weight the container 
could be expected to accelerate away 
up the shaft at an interesting “rate 
of knots”. Obviously far greater lift 
would be generated by adjustment of 
valves A and B.

The winding man/onsetter/controller 
sitting on the surface could bleed air 
into the system via valve B (fig. 1) at 
anytime. The vacuum would fall and 
the container slow down and even 
hover if the right conditions were 
reached.

As was normal practice the container 
was rested on keps/stops at the top 
of the shaft and all valves shut. The 
mine tubs of coal would be replaced 
by empty tubs, valve B opened and 
used to control the lowering of the 
container to the bottom of the shaft.

Needless to say the shaft would 
have had to be kept clear of all 
pipework and cables and the shaft 
lining maintained in good condition. 
A further requirement would be 
an accurate indicating device to 
show the position of the container 
at any time for the winding man 
and valves at the top and bottom of 
the shaft for the onsetters to make 
small adjustments to the container 
position in order to facilitate 
accurate positioning for loading and 
unloading.

The idea was revolutionary in its 
day and the initial equipment was 
to be installed in a shaft being sunk 
to 3,300 ft. (1,000m) When the 
coal was hit at a depth of 2,000 ft. 
(610m) the engineers were reluctant 
to utilise the complete shaft and 
instead installed a 5½ ft. diameter 
pipe in the shaft. The container was a 
9 decker and contained 9 small tubs 
per journey, each tub containing ½ 
ton. With the weight of the container 
the load was 12 tons and speed in the 
shaft was limited to 20 ft./sec. The 
unloading was done 3 tubs at a time.

Once installed, when the operation 
was costed out, the engineers found 
that there was no monetary saving 

A System for Winding Mineral without use of a Rope
Terry Davies
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compared to having a normal winding engine 
and headgear. There was therefore no pressure on 
management to go over to full shaft operation and 
the idea was never taken any further.

A System for Winding Mineral without use of a Rope
Continued ...

The above explanation results from a discussion between a 
non-english  speaking Frenchman and myself, a non-French 
speaking Englishman, I think I have the gist of the idea, but 
apologise if the facts don’t quite match up exactly.
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(T. Davies)
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News Round-up 2

Brewery Shaft - Lights
Club members who have visited 
Brewery shaft at Nenthead in the past 
will remember the light and sound 
display that was installed in the shaft.

Unfortunately, last year the system 
failed, so Paul Thorne and Ian 
Cooper took up the challenge of 
repairing it.

As is the case with modern 
electronics, things had moved on 
since the controller was built some 
17+ years ago, so Ian designed 
and built a new digital system. 
Unfortunately, the sound card with 
the audio recording also failed, so 
that has had to be replaced too.

The new system was installed at 
Easter and the sound and light ‘show’ 
is now up and running again.

BCA Newsletter 33
The latest isssue of the BCA Newsletter, No.33  was published in May and 
emailed out to subscribers.

If you don’t subscribe, you can  read a copy on the BCA website or 
download it as a PDF. Contents of the latest issue include:

• Editorial
• BCA AGM
• Attracting Young Cavers and Age Limits
• Chairman’s Piece
• General Don’t Panic Recommendation or GDPR !
• BCA Privacy Notice
• BCA Supports Mend Our Mountains
• New BCA Policy Statement on CRoW
• BCA Safeguarding Offi cer

If you would like to receive the Newsletter direct via email, you can go to 
the BCA website and register, although it does seem to expect you to have 
submitted your email address to them already (presumably as part of you 
paying for your BCA insurance). See the BCA website for more details:

https://bit.ly/2JVyqTu

New BCA Chair
After 9 years as the Chairman of the British Caving Association, Andy Eavis 
‘retired’ and Les Williams, the current Chair of Wessex Caving Club has 
been elected as the new BCA Chair.

Les has been an active caver for decades, participating in trips at home and 
abroad. Many Club members will be familiar with him for his leading role in 
the organisation of ‘Hidden Earth’ the annual National caving conference.

See the picture on page 4 of Les practicing with an underground locator 
beacon at Snailbeach during the CREG weekend in April.

South African Earthquake Traps Miners
Following an earthquake in South Africa 13 miners were trapped by a 
collapse on the 3rd May at the Masakhane mine west of Johannesburg. 
Contact was quickly made with three of the missing, but sadly seven of the 
remaining ten miners died.

The mine is operated by Sibanye-Stillwater, who have not had a good 2018 
-  at least 20 people have died at Sibanye’s South African mines this year. 

On the 14th June the bodies of 5 miners were recovered from an abandoned 
area of  its Kloof Ikamva gold mine following a 3 day search after they went 
missing on Monday 11th June.

1,000+ Trapped!
In February the Company’s Beatrix Gold mine, near the city of Welkom in 
Free State province was hit by a storm which caused a massive power outage 
and prevented the Wednesday night shift being brought to the surface. Over 
1,000 miners were trapped. One power cable was restored on Thursday 1st, 
allowing 272 miners to be rescued, but it wasn’t until the morning of Friday 
2nd, February that the remaining 955 miners were rescued.

Mining Unions criticised the Company for its poor safety record and lack of 
a functioning back-up plan in the event of power loss.

Beatrix mine has 4 surface shafts and 23 levels, at depths between 600 and 
2,155 m below surface working various gold bearing reefs.

Reuters, News reports.

Polish Earthquake
On Wednesday 9th May divers were 
being sent underground to try to 
rescue three Polish miners trapped 
almost a kilometer (half a mile) 
underground since an earthquake 
caused a tunnel to collapse on 
Saturday May 5th.

The 3.5-4.0 magnitude quake struck 
the Borynia-Zofi owka-Jastrzebie 
mine in southern Poland on Saturday 
morning, trapping seven miners.

Two were found dead and two others 
have been rescued. It was the largest 
quake ever recorded to hit the mine.

If the divers were unable to reach the 
miners the Company was planning  
to drill a new borehole, pump out 
water and send in divers from 
the copper and silver mining fi rm 
KGHM.

About 250 people were working 
underground at the time of the quake. 
The missing miners were in a team 
drilling a new tunnel.

Around 83,000 people work in 
Poland’s coal mining sector.

Reuters, News reports.
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In March, just before the Stiperstones 
and Corndon Hill Country Landscape 
Partnership Scheme came to an end, 
it managed to complete 2 mining 
related projects.

One was the funding of a display 
panel about the Shrewsbury 
Coalfi eld. In 2017 the Heritage 
Lottery funded LPS managed a 
major conservation of the 1784 
pumping engine house at Pontesford 
colliery, as there is no public access 
to the site a display panel has been 
installed in the Nag’s Head pub car 
park looking towards the engine 
house and other mining features.

It is hoped that the Shropshire Mines 
Trust might organise occasional 
visits to the 1784 and other nearby 
engine houses.

Above: View of the display panel 
looking towards the 1784 engine 
house and pit mounds.

Left: Detail of the display panel, 
which features a map of the mining 
remains in the area and inset images 
of the surviving engine houses.

(Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Mining Interpretation Projects
Pontesford & The Bog

Aerial Ropeway Trestle
The second project that was 
completed just before the LPS 
fi nished was the installation of an 
aerial ropeway trestle and bucket at 
the Bog Centre.

The trestle was donated by Forterra 
Ltd. from their derelict ropeway at 
Claughton Manor Brickworks in 
Claughton, Lancashire (NGR: SD 
5624 6639). They are still using 
a ropeway to take clay from their 
quarry high up on Claughton Moor 
down to the brickworks beside the 
A683. The working ropeway is just 
over 2km long and descends 210m 
from the quarry to the works.

On the 12th February, 2018 the 
trestle was taken from Claughton 
Moor to the brickworks, where it was 
collected by Stuart Tomlins on his 
way back from Scotland.

Above: The trestle being removed from it’s base on Claughton Moor, 
Lancashire. It had been standing at this bleak spot for over 100 years, yet to 
remove it only required the cutting of 3 bolts!

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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Mining Interpretation Projects
Continued ...

Left: Loading the trestle onto a truck 
for transport to the brickworks.

(All pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Left: The trestle being put onto 
Stuart’s low loader for its journey to 
Shropshire.

Below: Old ropeway buckets donated 
by Forterra Ltd.

Re-erection at the Bog

Above: The T.O.Tomlins PPM Crane outside the Bog visitor centre (former 
Bog School), The Bog, Shropshire, before it made the tricky journey around 
to the rear of the building.

After some repair work, on a very 
misty, wet morning, the trestle was 
taken to the Bog Centre on the 27th 
March for erection on it’s new base 
(which had been constructed at the 
rear of the Bog Centre).

Due to the damp weather the Bog 
really lived up to it’s name! Although 
the crane Stuart had brought along 
had all-wheel drive it wasn’t easy 
to get it into position. It was quite 
a tight squeeze to get behind the 
building, then the soggy ground 
added an extra problem.

However, despite the problems 
Stuart and his team managed to get 
the crane into position and unload 
the low loader, before moving to a 
better position to lift the trestle onto 
its new base.
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Mining Interpretation Projects
Continued ...

Above: The crane negotiating the turn at the rear of the 
Bog Centre.

Above: Setting the crane up ready to lift the trestle and 
buckets onto site from the low loader.

Above: Craning the trestle off the low loader. Above: Mark Owen (builder of the base and later fencing) 
injecting epoxy into the holes for the trestle bolts.

Left: Lifting the 
trestle, complete 
with bucket and 
pulleys onto the 
prepared base.

Below: The tricky 
task of getting 
the crane back to 
the road after the 
mornings rain!

Right: The 
fi nished job.

Thanks to: Forterra Ltd., T.O.Tomlins, Mark Owen, 
SCMC/SMT members plus the Bog Centre staff for tea 
and cakes during the re-erection process.
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What the Papers Said - “The Colliery Guardian”
Submitted by Steve Dewhirst

ON Saturday last, the distribution of prizes to the successful 
candidates in connexion with the iron and coal masters’ educational 
scheme for Shropshire, instituted four years ago, by Mr. Norris, 
her Majesty’s inspector of schools, took place at Shiff nal. Earl 
Granville had been announced to preside, but was prevented from 
attending the meeting. Several of the proprietors of works in the 
district, and a number of the clergy attended. Henry Dickenson, 
Esq., of the Coalbrookdale Company, and the Ebbw Vale Works, 
in South Wales, presided. Th e Chairman expressed his regret at 
the absence of the noble lord who had been announced to take the 
chair, but could not attend. He believed the principal business of 
the meeting was to distribute the prizes to the children who had 
earned them by their good conduct, their persevering attention to 
their studies, and the successful manner in which they had gone 
through the examination. Under such circumstances the task of 
distributing the prizes was an extremely pleasant and grateful one 
to him. He should presently call upon Mr. Norris to explain more 
fully than he could pretend to do, the motives which had led him 
to induce the iron masters to provide a fund for the children to 
stay longer at school. He regretted that in some schools the eff ect 
had been very partial, among which was the one he was associated 
with. It seemed that the parents were unable to resist the attraction 
of wages for their children, at an age when they ought to be at 
School, and not at work. At Pool-hill school the girls averaged 
three years’ attendance, the boys only one year. How could it be 
expected that anything in life could be done when such a limited 
period was set apart for education? Parents ought to remember 
that the diff erence between the animal and the man consisted 
in education. Th at was the only diff erence between the thinking 
and unthinking creature. He hoped also that Mr. Anstice would 
give them the benefi t of his experience in the district with which 
he was associated. His observations were sure to be practical, and 
not such as could be had from books. He wished the recipients 
of the prizes fully to understand that the prizes were not given to 
them; they were earned by them, and they were entitled to them. 
Th ey were given as a reward for past good deeds, and as a stimulus 
that they should go on in that course of education which they had 
begun so well. A year or two at school was but the foundation, and 
not the superstructure, and he trusted that they would persevere 
in the good work they had begun. Prizes, varying from £5 to 
10s., were then distributed to boys and girls of the following 
schools :—Coalbrookdale, Pool-hill, Madeley, Madeley-wood, 
Ironbridge, Ketley, Lilleshall, Broseley, and Donnington.—Mr. 
Anstice, upon being called upon by the chairman to give the 
result of his experience as to the operation of the scheme, spoke 
favourably of its eff ects in inducing parents to keep their children 
longer at school. Th e prizes, those awarded to boys who had left 
school to go to work, had had a surprising eff ect in inducing 
them to continue their studies, by attending evening and Sunday 
schools. He was greatly struck with the sensation caused in his 
own parish, by the winning of the prize by a boy who had been 
working in his father’s shop as a wheelwright, and who attended 
an evening school, and fulfi lled the other requirements necessary. 
He had not applied for any prize before, but when he appeared 
he acquitted himself very creditably. Mr. Norris, who went about 
a good deal, and always went prepared, could, no doubt, give the 
meeting some interesting information.—Mr. Norris remarked that, 
in originating the scheme, he had a higher object even than that 
of raising the average age of children at school. In both respects 

it had answered. During the four years it had been in operation, 
the number of candidates for prizes had been increased from 80 
to 200, and it had raised the ages of those remaining at school 
full eighteen months, namely, from eleven years to thirteen years 
for boys, and to twelve and eight months for the girls. It had, in 
addition to this, infused new life into the schools of the district. 
Although he agreed with Mr. Dickenson that one school had not 
answered, it was clear from fi gures, from the testimony of teachers, 
and his own experience, that that was an exceptional case. Th e 
chief purpose was to give a moral stimulus and encouragement, 
the remaining at school being a secondary matter, and that had 
been accomplished. He saw a great improvement in the children 
who attended the examination at Ketley, compared with those who 
attended three or four years ago. He sometimes went into schools 
where there was a sad and desponding spirit visible in the faces 
of the children. Th is scheme of prizes had given hopefulness and 
animation. It proved to both children and parents that the great 
employers of labour, the iron and coalmasters, felt an interest in 
their welfare. Th e prize itself led to thrift, by inducing investments 
in savings banks; and it also stimulated intellectual culture among 
boys who had left the school.—Mr. Norris then went on to 
speak of the eff orts of the coal and iron masters to secure a better 
education for the children of their workpeople, which showed 
that they were not contented to have their work done anyhow, 
but that they wished it to be done by good Christian workpeople. 
With that consideration, whether it was right in political economy 
or not, they gave their £10 and for prizes, as encouragement to 
the children. Th e thing had done good, for some boys who had 
previously obtained prizes at school had thought it worth their 
while to keep their books, and, after a year or two’s absence, had 
got leave to return to Ketley, where they had won prizes, and he 
hoped their example would be followed. Some had won bibles, 
and no boy or girl had won £5 unless they had previously got a 
bible. He thought the iron masters wished this to be a parable, 
to the eff ect that they intended the foundation of all to be God’s 
word, and that there would be no success without it. He was 
sorry to make the rule that only a third of the bible candidates 
should come to be examined at Ketley, but the room would not 
hold more, nor could he have got through the examination in a 
long summer’s day. In a neighbouring county, not only iron and 
coal masters, but master potters, manufacturers, and farmers, 
had united in sanctioning a registration of such scholars as had 
distinguished themselves in that way, and had determined, in 
selecting the boys they should employ, to give a preference to 
those who stood highest on the educational list. Indeed, a healthy 
and vigorous feeling was springing up throughout the country in 
favour of education that would, he sincerely believed, very soon 
take the question out of the hands of the Government altogether. 
At present, the Government were only doing the work no one else 
would do; they were by no means the best fi tted for the purpose; 
but it was better Government did it than that it should be left 
undone. A Government scheme of education was necessarily 
hard and mechanical; but there were infl uences needed, such as 
cleanliness, home infl uence, and a devotional spirit, that could not 
be tabulated or recognised by a Government—Mr Horton (Earl 
Granville’s agent), proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Norris, for 
the information be had given them, which was seconded by the 
Rev. C. G. Curiliff e.—Th anks were also voted to the chairman, 
and the proceedings terminated.

10th July 1858

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT AT SHIFFNAL.
AWARD OF IRON AND COAL MASTERS’ PRIZES.
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Book Search - Help Wanted !
Several bibliographies of mining books and articles include Hall T C F, 
Report on Shropshire Mining District, privately printed for Shropshire Mines 
Ltd, 1919. I had a brief look at this small book many years ago at the British 
Geological Society library near Nottingham, it refers to a map prepared by 
Mr Hall which was not with the BGS copy. 

Recently I wished to have a further look at the book and possibly acquire 
a copy only to fi nd that the BGS have disposed of it, to quote their email 
‘items are either given away or destroyed’.  I cannot locate a copy on the 
Universitys’ librarys’ COPAC web-site nor at the British Library, does 
anyone know of one?

I have wondered for a long time whether the map, well known as being on 
the wall of the Miner’s Arms at Priest Weston, could be the map from the 
book, this map disappeared some years ago when the pub changed hands, 
fortunately a workable photographic copy was made.

Mike Shaw

New Sources for Mining Historians
The Northern Mine Research Society is pleased to 
announce the release of a database of international 
mining information compiled by the late Alasdair 
Neill (former SCMC member). The original 6,000 
pages plus of text were converted into a database to 
give over 76,000 fully searchable entries.

The database can be accessed at:
https://www.nmrs.org.uk/mining-database/

We are also updating our On-line mapping of mines 
in the British Isles and have added a new map 
showing the distribution of many accidents in coal and 
miscellaneous mines.

Mike Gill

Shropshire Maps of Interest
An email contact has told me of a small collection of maps 
in the County Record Offi ce, Carlisle, three of which may be 
of interest to SCMC members.

The reference is D/WAL Collection: D/WAL/Plans/51, they 
were deposited in 1954 by a vicar of Alston, the catalogue 
(see image right) has had some additional notes made to the 
catalogue entries by Alastair Robertson which read:

51.a) “PLAN & SECTION OF ROUND HILL MINE”, 
“North & South Lodes”, on tracing paper. (Actually 
only the section drawn.) Scale = 10 fathoms = 1 inch. 
Maximum depth, intended or actual, was 40 fm.

51.b) Map, hand-drawn, of area on tracing paper with notes 
added later in different hand, and area centred on Round 
Hill Mine circled in blue pencil.

 Note new shaft at Tankerville mine. Pennerley also 
nearby but not highlighted as an area of interest.

 Names, all with symbol of a cross inside a circle: Round 
Hill big ore lode South, Round Hill big ore lode North, 
Round Hill top lode West, Coppice lode West, Coppice 
lode East.

51.1c) Waxed linen map, 6” = 1 ml. of orefi eld (coloured 
pink) and veins, e.g. Tankerville, Pennerley, Snailbeach. 
Stiperstones possibly hoping to tap ‘Fifth Vein’ and ‘Sixth 
Vein’ [Stiperstones refers only to the village, not a mining 
concern using that name]

 ‘Leigh Adit Level’ = red line A – B, continuing in dashed 
line beyond B

No title, date, or identifi cation as to purpose or ownership of 
any of these maps.

The remainder under this reference are OS sheets which 
contain no annotations.

Mike Shaw

Help Wanted  and Useful Links

Crickhowell Cavefest
Following on from the success of 
the Mendip Cavefest in May the 
same organisers are arranging for 
a Cavefest at Crickhowell over the 
August bank holiday weekend (24th-
27th).

Registration for the event is now open 
and a booking form is available on 
the Cavefest website, but there are 
no details of the event, other than 
camping costs £6 per night (there 
isn’t even a location for the campsite).
Keep an eye on their website for more 
info:

www.cavefestuk.co.uk
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The ‘Man-engine’ - the largest mechanical puppet ever constructed in 
Britain (11.2m high) was at Blists Hill Open Air Museum on the 14th 
April.

Built by Golden Tree Productions and Will Coleman to mark the 10th 
Anniversary of the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape 
being added to the Unesco list of World Heritage Sites. The puppet 
is powered by a Volvo L220 Wheel Loader (the hydraulics are used 
to raise it up to it’s full height), while the legs, arms, hands, etc. are 
worked by actors pulling various ropes. 

The day time show was very impressive and Will Coleman (the 
compare) had obviously done his background research on the 9 Men 
of Madeley mining disaster and local geology, working the details 
into their show, and reading out the names of the victims of the 
disaster.

If you get chance to see the ‘Man-engine’ in action I can thoroughly 
recommend it - I imagine the night show, with the pyrotechnics 
would be even more spectacular!

(Pictures: Images taken during the Man-engine show)

The ‘Man-Engine’ Comes to Shropshire
Kelvin Lake

Will Coleman 
p roduces  a 
cog from the 
Man-engine as 
a present to the 
museum in the 
show fi nale.
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Snailbeach 112 yard / Water Level

Letters and Books

Wheal Trewavas
By Peter Joseph & Alasdair Neill
Softback, A5 94pp. (Trevithvick Society) 
ISBN 978 0 993502 15 6   Cost £10 +p&p

Wheal Trewavas was never a mine of 
signifi cance. It is best known, if at all, 
for its surviving engine houses and their 
precipitous cliff side location on the east 
shore of Mount’s Bay. These buildings 
rival the better known examples at The 
Crowns, Botallack, for the drama of 
their setting. They are not as well known 
as the Crowns engine houses due to 
being more remote.

The book is a tribute to its joint 
author, Alasdair Neill, who died in 

2016. Alasdair was an investigative 
mining researcher both above and 
below ground; he published little but 
contributed hugely to the work of 
others, not least through his exhaustive 
Newspapers’ Index, and is remembered 
with great affection. 

In consequence this publication has 
been part sponsored by his friends at 
NAMHO, for which generosity the 
Trevithick Society, as publisher, is most 
grateful. The book covers the mine’s 
history, archaeology and the remarkable 
conservation of the engine houses by the 
National Trust.

The Fascination that is in all Mining
Welsh Mines & Mining No.5
Proceedings of the Welsh Mines 
Society Conference 2016
Various authors, edited by D.J.Linton 
Softback, A4, 92 pp,
(Welsh Mines Society, 2018)
ISBN 978 0 9561377 4 6  Cost: £11 +p&p

This volume is the Proceedings of the 
2016 Welsh Mines Society Conference 
at Mellington Hall, Powys which was 
held to celebrated the life in mining of 
the society’s late president George Hall 
(1924-2013) and gave an opportunity for 
society members to present papers on 
various aspects of historical mining in 
Wales and elsewhere, plus deliver papers 
relating to George Hall with personal 
recollections from people who had come 
into contact with him through mining, 
a description of his work in connection 

with the Shropshire mines (by Ivor 
Brown), a pictorial record of his mineral 
processing mill at Esgairmwyn and a 
discussion of his archival legacy.

Other papers are: a summary of current 
research work on quantitative aspects 
of the Great Orme Bronze Age copper 
mines; archaeological investigations 
of medieval lead mining and smelting 
sites in Wales; early modern mining 
and smelting at Strata Florida and Maen 
Arthur; an outline of the life of the 
‘other’ George Hall, who was involved 
in gold mining in Australia and Wales; 
mining cartoons and the reality behind 
them; a history of lighting in the metal 
mines of north Wales and an approach 
to the practical geology of the central 
Wales orefi eld.

several digging attempts in the Cliffdale adit, in the 
1990s/early 2000s, but despite getting through a couple of 
roof falls they had fallen in again the next time we visited 
so eventually the digs were abandoned, Ed.).

It would be good to have a consolidated account of how 
much of the mine is accessible or otherwise known 
nowadays. I doubt whether I shall ever see it, never 
having really got into SRT.  I much prefer sub-horizontal 
exploration to the vertical stuff.  Even better if it is 
cyclable!  I have cycled around some of the MoD stuff 
under Gibraltar - it goes too far for walking!

John Heathcote

It is planned/hoped to do something along the lines of 
John’s suggestion about Snailbeach in the next issue of 
Below (or the Journal 10 if it proves too large an article!)

Kelvin

It was interesting to see the pictures from the Water 
level (112 yard) in Snailbeach, having participated in 
the fi rst descent to the 40 yard level in modern times, 
around 1977 or 78.  We abseiled down and climbed 
out on ladders, having fun getting past a car about 30m 
down.

Bob Hall was assisted in a trip down Chapel Shaft from 
the 40 yard level, looking for a body possibly disposed 
of down the shaft.  Not sure how accessing the Water 
level down the shaft reconciles with the picture on 
2017.4, page 6

We also did a bit of digging in Cliffdale Adit - there 
were at least two collapses with the water running out 
behind the lining.  This was before either of the air 
shafts or the unconformity, so I suspect that getting 
though those would be a big project (the Club did have 

Publications are available from 
Mike Moore at Club meetings, 
or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk



27“Below” 2018.2

New Video

For more details or to order online visit:
www.iarecordings.org

HISTORIC MINES OF SPAIN VOL.3 COMPILATION NO.54
Exploring more mines of Andalucía (2 disc set)

The 11th International Mining 
History Congress was held in 
Linares, Spain in September 2016 
and widely regarded as the best ever. 

A week before joining the Congress, 
SCMC members explored historic 
mines and related structures in the 
West of Andalucía and Castilla-La 
Mancha.

Just a few of the many sites and 
events featured in these two DVDs 
are listed here:

First week Rio Tinto Museum & 
Peña del Hierro opencast mine. Rail 
journey beside the deep red Rio 
Tinto river, passing buildings and 
slag piles from many eras of mineral 
dressing and smelting, plus railway 
locomotives and rolling stock.

San Antonio mine, huge trucks in 
Cerro Colorado working opencast 
mine, English housing exhibit and 
Corta Atalaya open pit all in the Rio 
Tinto area.

Pithead buildings and headframe on 
the eastern shaft at La Zarza copper 
mine.The well-preserved pier of the 
Rio Tinto railway in Huelva was 
visited - now a popular angling spot.

Congress week buildings of El 
Centenillo mine, La Aquisgrana 
mining museum, Pozo Ancho 
Cornish engine houses and the 
nearby La Cruz smelter and 
preserved lead shot tower.

The surviving steel headframe 
at El Cobre mine.La Esmeralda 
headframe and buildings, Matacabras 
mine - the last to work in the area, 
and El Cobre, which still retains its 
headframe and cages.

Linares English cemetery, La 
Tortilla smelter and shot tower, San 
Guillermo mine.

Part of the vast excavation of Alquife 
opencast iron mineRounding the trip 
off at the vast excavation of Alquife 
opencast iron mine which closed in 
1996 and may re-open soon.

Thanks to Rob Vernon for 
researching and documenting the 
sites in the fi rst part of this DVD 
and to him and our friends in the 
Colectivo Proyecto Arrayanes 
for organising the excellent 11th 
International Mining History 
Congress in and around Linares.

The DVDs have over 180 chapter 
points to aid viewing.

£ 16.80 - DVD (2 disc set)
Running Time: 2 hours 49 minutes.

Club discount available at meetings

The large Aznalcóllar opencast 
copper mine.

Extensive preserved open pit and 
shaft workings around the eastern 
shaft at La Zarza & Tharsis.

The picturesque Villanueva del Rio y 
Minas coal mine with its ‘Malakoff’ 
tower style headframe on the upcast 
shaft.

The huge Peñarroya Company 
smelter site. Ancient and modern 
remains at Cerro Muriano.

The headframe at Puertollano coal 
mine museumExcellent surface 
and underground tours of Almadén 
mercury mine museum and a trip to 
the Almadenejos horse whim.

Puertollano coal mine museum, with 
its steel headframe and nearby sites.

Not far away, the former railway 
tunnel to Horcajo mine village has 
been converted into a road and 
makes for an interesting drive.

The narrow gauge railway tunnel 
between El Centenillo mine and 
Pozo Nuevo.
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Diary DatesClub Offi cers

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

28th July - 4th August: NSS 
Convention, Helena, Montana.

10th-17th August: Craven PC 
Gaping Gill winch meet.

23rd-26th August: 12th 
EuroSpeleo Forum, Ebensee, Austria.

24th-27th August: South Wales 
Cavefest, Crickhowell.

26th-27th August: Shrewsbury 
Steam Rally, Onslow Park. The 
Shropshire Mines Trust usually 
have their rock crushing display and 
marque at the event, if you fancy 
helping them.

September 2018: Hidden Earth, 
National Caving Conference, venue 
and date to be announced. More 
details will be released on their web:

hidden-earth.org.uk/

27th October: Ivor Brown 
Memorial Day, 9am, Glass 
Classroom, Enginuity, Coalbrookdale 
(Booking form on the club website).

2019
4th-8th July, 2019: NAMHO 2019 
Conference, hosted by Roy Fellows 
at Llanafan (between Tregaron and 
Aberystwyth), Ceredigion, in Wales. 

The Joys of Re-warming Cold Cavers 2…

President: David Adams

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Gareth Rushton

Secretary:  Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Conservation: David Poyner

NAMHO Rep: Alan Robinson

Membership, BCA Rep & 
Insurance: Mike Davies 

Tackle:  Andy Harris

Training Offi cer:
Andrew Wood

First Aid Offi cer:
Alan Moseley

Bat Offi cer: Mike Worsfold

‘Below’ Editor, Publications: 
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

errr errr

Quick,  help me get him in the survival bag .... I’ll try re-warming with tea lights, again!
Too many tea lights?

sh
ive

r

Well, at least he’s not shivering!

sh
ive

r
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Perhaps I should’ve 

left a vent?

who
os

h!




