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Dan yr Ogof Centenary
To commemorate 100 years of caving
at Dan Yr Ogof, the showcave
organised an evening of celebration
on Saturday 1st September. It
included free visits for locals to view
the cave, live music, a bar and a hog
roast. The evening closed with a
spectacular fireworks display.

BCA Handbook
The 2013 Handbook is now available
to download from the BCA web site:

www.british-caving.org.uk

If anyone is interested the detached
miner’s cottage (with land) opposite
Perkins/Roberts Level will be shortly
going on the open market.

The cottage is in an unaltered state
with original cast iron range and
recently lived in by Doris Hewitt the
daughter of Joe Roberts the last
operator of the Snailbeach Mine.

This is a real gem and one of the last
unaltered miner’s cottages to exist in
Snailbeach.

The currant owners would like it to
go to some one who is interested in
the history of the mines

Please contact Nick Southwick
 01743-792476 if you are interested.

Cottage for Sale

Nick Southwick (holding the lightning conductor from the powder magazine)
outside Mrs. Hewitt’s cottage.

Mine Collapses
It seems that the collapsed shaft was
Gillfoot No2, (No.1 shaft is about
100m west of here). This mine, which
was abandoned in 1924, had six
shafts in total. There are at least 20
other shafts within a mile of the site,
all reputed to be interconnected,
either directly or via fault planes.

A video, from the security camera of
one of the nearby houses of the rig
falling down the hole can be seen at:

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=VK6_YPA96XA

The wet weather has started
producing some interesting
collapses. On the 15th November the
top of a shaft at a Cumbrian iron ore
mine opened up behind a row of 8
houses in Howbank Road, Egremont.
A drilling rig was on site capping
what was reputed to be an 80ft. mine
shaft after reports of land slippage.

However, a 75ft. diameter crater
suddenly opened up, causing the
drilling rig to fall into the mine!

Unfortunately the only worker on the
rig at the time had his safety line
clipped to it and was pulled down the
hole. Luckily he was rescued by one
of the nearby householders who
witnessed the incident from his
kitchen window!

Underground Space
In mid-September six astronauts
returned from an usual ‘space’
mission after spending a week in a
large cave network on the island of
Sardinia.

The European Space Agency sent
the crew into the network because it
is regarded as a useful astronaut
training ground!

A Google search produces other
images too!
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News Round-Up 1
Ivor Brown

Limestone Mining Research Records

most important were Volume 1, the
assessment and Volume 3, relevant
plans, which included comparisons
between the SCMC and their own
professional plans of the accessible
underground workings. They also
included original mine working plans
of the 1870s and 80s of which the
Club were unaware.

In 1985 Ove Arup consultants, were
contracted to carry out a survey to
consider the full extent of the
problems and to advise on remedial
measures. The necessary infilling
work was then carried out in the
Lincoln Hill and Lilleshall areas and a
Completion Report was produced in
1997.

Copies of the reports, as provided to
the writer for comment during the
above works, are included in the
deposit.

It is interesting to record that during
the work several Club members were
able to enter the Lincoln Hill mine
(110 ft. shaft) by means of a special
winch and also into the Lilleshall
workings by means of a ladder in a
purposely sunk shaft. Reports of
those trips are no doubt available in
Club records.

A further box of records has been
deposited with the Ironbridge Gorge
museum, this time they deal with the
limestone mines of Lincoln Hill,
Steeraways and Lilleshall.

In the 1960s Club members surveyed
the Lilleshall Mines and in the 1970s,
the other mines mentioned.
“Accounts” on these were then
published by the Club. When a deep
subsidence appeared in the road at
Lincoln Hill in 1982, however the
local authority became concerned
and they purchased a major part of
the writer’s 1974 PhD thesis on the
stability of old mine workings in the
Telford area.

This was then included in a report to
the relevant Government Department
with a request for a grant to
investigate and eventually to make
safe the workings under highways
and developed land. Their request
was met with success.

The consultants Wardell Armstrong
were appointed to investigate the
situation and in 1984 produced a 5
volume report on the mine workings /
potential instability in the Lincoln
Hill, Lilleshall, Little Wenlock and
Benthall areas. Of these reports the

A member of the Club standing on a mound of debris in Lincoln Hill mine,
looking along the strike of the limestone bed.  (D.Stevenson, 1975)

Dark Lane Pit

Fletcher Methodist
Church
Which celebrated it’s 170th
anniversary in 2011, (just prior to
closure) was re-opened for ‘Harvest
Festival’ events in 2012.

As part of the display two lumps of
coal were included as “harvest from
the earth”.

Also on display was the framed
Madeley Miners Memorial board,
alongside the memorials to those
who fell in the 1st and 2nd World
Wars.

The chapel was formerly known as
the “Chartermaster’s Chapel”
because much of the money to build
it came from local mine
Chartermasters, who also helped run
it for their employees until the early
years of the 20th Century.

December 29th 2012 is the 150th
Anniversary of the Dark Lane Pit
Disaster. It was Shropshire’s worst
mining disaster with 9 men and 3
boys killed.

The disaster has been described in
SCMC Journal No.8 (2003) and in
Below 2012.1. The Club has been
trying for 12 years to get a memorial
completed for the 150th Anniversary,
but has met many problems.

Money is now coming in (about £600
to date) and new possibilities are
being presented but it seems unlikely
that work can be completed for our
deadline.

Hope still remains however and credit
should be given to all who have
helped, but particularly Alan Taylor,
David Adams and Neal Rushton who
have acted as leaders.

The shafts were recently uncovered
when the new Inchcape Volkswagen
Dealership was being constructed at
Stafford Park 2 (see Below 2012.1).
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Only David Adams and David
Poyner were available to commence
the 2012-13 digging season, which
was for the best as it allowed for a
careful reappraisal of both the
digging sites.

The multi period first site becoming
ever more problematical, and the
second having found only the
strange sloping brick lined trench
with no obvious purpose. In the
meantime D.A. had prepared a map
showing the O.S. surveyed site
overlaid at the same scale with the
site as shown on the 1845 railway
proposal map. Inevitably the
surveying of each did not exactly
match but it was obvious that the
main concentration of structures lay
due east of the pumping shaft rather
than to the north of it.

One of the structures shown seemed
to have an apsidal end not far distant
from the site of the curved stonework
found earlier, possibly this was part
of the building with the brick lined
trench coming out of its centre.
Unfortunately any trace on the other
side of the trench had been robbed
and a tree root covered the
remainder. Interestingly a plan of the
Heslop engine site excavated at
Blist’s Hill in 1982 did show an
apsidal end to the ‘engine base’.

Digging east of the curved
stonework had previously proved
nothing other than that the ground

had been
disturbed in the
not so distant
past.
Nevertheless it
was thought
reasonable when
a mini-digger was
next available to
put a long
exploratory trench
across this site
from south to
north, also clear
and trench nearer
to the shaft in the hope of finding the
foundations of the illusive pumping
engine house which should have
been sited adjacent to the shaft. It
was thought that a prominent hump
shown on the O.S. map on the site of
the structures and no longer present,
might have been a heap of hard
debris from demolished buildings
much later collected for use as
hardcore.

Other than this study the main object
of the day was to clear the summer
accumulation of leaves and
vegetation to allow better inspection,
this particularly as it was now
considered time to obtain advice of
others, particularly those who might
have knowledge of similar excavated
sites. To this end the Ironbridge
Museum Archaeologist Shane
Kelleher had been invited to study
the site on 26th October, and

Pitchcroft Dig, 21st October 2012
David Adams

members of NAMHO on the 10th of
November. To this end the main site
was cleared D.A. removing leaf
debris from the engine house, and
then the long brick trench on site 2
whilst DP. finished by clearing and
digging on the presumed chimney
site. Visitors during the day included
Mike Moore, George Poyner and
Alan Taylor who with D.A. inspected
the shafts noting that the aircraft
tracking on the main drawing shaft
had deteriorated still further.

As the excavation on the original site
has become more and more complex,
and possibly nearing its completion it
was thought an appropriate time to
discuss it with the ‘experts’. To this
end a meeting was arranged with the
archaeologist of the Ironbridge Gorge
Museum Shane Kelleher. On the 26th
October D.A. conducted both him
and John Powell the Museum’s
Librarian around the site.

They found no fault in the way the
dig had been organised and were in
total agreement that the site was very
complex and difficult to interpret.
John Powell offered to provide a
copy of the full report of the Blist’s
Hill excavation for comparison, also
to put us in touch with a Steve
Grudgings of the South
Gloucestershire Mines Research
Group who has been active in
recording early mine engine sites in
that area. (SGMRG have excavated
early engine sites at Ram Hill and
Serridge Pit, which were visited by
Club members during the 2010
NAMHO Conference. KL)

Below: The curved end of the Heslop engine area excavation at Blists Hill.

Above: NAMHO Council members at site 1 on the 10th
November 2012.                      (Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)
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I have an 1880 inventory of a small
mine - Castle Place in Shropshire and
have various queries and hope that
perhaps someone can help.

There was a horizontal engine by
Whitaker of Oldham, Google has
failed to offer me significant
information and I do not have access
to the appropriate volume of George
Watkins’.

Question: Can anyone tell me when
the firm was founded and, if it was
not always so, when it became
Whitaker and Low, do any records
survive?

The inventory includes:
* an iron pedestal frame,
* 2 pendulums and wrought iron
shaft.
Question: is this a governor?

* Two conducting iron ropes, this is
in addition to wire winding rope, rope

The present brick house, with some
Georgian features, was built in the
early 19th century and is the third on
the site, the first being a cottage
dating from 1580.

Castle Place derives its name from a
large circular depression, apparently
natural, which surrounds the house
and was known as Toppings Castle.

The farm was part of the Gatten
Estate, owned by the Hulton-
Harrops, until bought in 1917 by
John Hobson, great grandfather of
the present occupier Andrew
Hobson.

There used to be a slaughterhouse or
knackers yard nearby and large
quantities of horseshoes have been
ploughed up in the area including
two rare circular ones. Remains of
numerous old coal mine workings are
visible across the farmland.

A strange feature of the site is a free
standing, brick-built chimney; its
purpose is unknown but there is
evidence of a flue-like structure

Castle Place Farm and Mine?
Andy Wood

The free standing,
brick built chimney at
Castle Place farm -
the flue appeared to
have entered from
this side.
(Andy Wood)

attached to it on some old maps. It
has been suggested that there might
have been some steam powered
machinery at the farm at some time

and that the chimney was for the
smoke from the boiler. There are a
number of farms with very similar
chimneys in north Shropshire.

Castle Place Mine - Some Questions
Mike Shaw

with a gin engine and a travelling rod
from engine house to pit.
Question: What is a conducting iron
rope?

* An  8 foot quick working barrel.
Question: Is this something which
could have been supplied by
Whitakers?

Any suggestions would be welcome.

A Quick Follow-up
I’m not sure which “volume” of
Watkins’ Mike is interested in, but a
quick scan through various engine
books I have doesn’t produce any
mention of “Whitaker of Oldham”.

All I can find is Chas. Whittaker of
Accrington who, according to
Watkins were building horizontal
engines about 1900 and later went on
to make brickmaking plant.

In view of Andy’s item (above),
could the mine actually have been
worked in conjunction with a small
estate brickworks?

Re: The conducting iron rope
question. I believe an early phrase
used for shaft guides was
‘conductors’, presumably because
they ‘conducted’ the cage or skip
down the shaft.

Early ‘conductors’ being timber
guides, later with rails fitted to them
and later still, in vertical shafts the
guides were wire ropes.

Could the ‘travelling rod from
engine house to pit’ be a pump rod,
so that the engine was both winding
and pumping from the same shaft?
Possibly by using the term ‘rod’ it
could be an iron rod rather than a
timber one.

Kelvin
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Miscellaneous Round-Up

And the winner is ...
This year the Club Dinner was held at
the White Horse, Church
Pulverbatch, we almost had a
capacity ‘crowd’ in the restaurant!

Following an excellent meal, we were
treated to a sealed envelope raffle
and the presentations of the Club
awards. Andy Harris was the years
recipient of the Golden Nut - for the
second time!

After the awards Kelvin Lake gave a
quick round-up of the sites visited
during the Club trip to Cornwall, plus

a ‘fly-through’ the Tar Tunnel using
pictures taken during the recent
survey and support work for the
Museum and Council survey.

Above: Andy Kennelly awarding Andy
Harris the Golden Nut.
Right: The Winner for the second
time!

Hidden Earth 2012 - Barnsley

Hidden Earth (the National Caving
Conference) was held at Barnsley
this year.  As usual there was an
interesting mix of talks, activities in
the school sports hall and trade
stands with all the usual suspects ...

Electronic cave surveying,
photography and 3D Laser scanning
were the big topics this year, with
some impressive results on display.

One item of particular interest was
the experiments by Juan Corrin to use
a quadrocopter for remote exploration
in caves.

He had been experimenting with a
Parrot AR Drone 2.0 (about £250 from
Amazon). The drone has both
horizontal and vertical cameras which
send a live video stream to your
smartphone (iphone or Android). The
device is controlled by the
smartphone too.

He was encountering a few snags.
As the drone connects via its own
wifi to the smartphone, if it flys over
50m away from the phone it looses
signal, so auto-lands - not a good
idea if it happens to be out over a
winze or shaft!

Lighting is also a problem, he had
tried modifying the decorative line of
LEDs designed to go round the
‘bumper’ of the device into a lighting
panel, but it didn’t give quite enough
light underground.

The video pictures when
flying were also a little
shaky, but good enough
for investigations. Drone
cameras are being
developed by others, but at
much higher prices, so this
is an interesting relatively
cheap alternative.

Right: The
modified lighting
array.

Right: Juan Corrin  flying
the Parrot in the trade hall -
the ‘bumper’ is a safety
device.

Above: The usual suspects
- on the Petzl stand.

Above, right: Juan Corrin
demonstrating the Parrot
controls.

(Kelvin Lake -
 I.A.Recordings)
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Some Notes on the Mines of the Lilleshall Company, No.12
Addendum 1: Pudley Hill Pit, Ivor Brown

24. Pudley Hill Pit, SJ 700 094
This pit was not on the Lilleshall
Company Estate but, until 1890, was
controlled as a pit on the adjoining
Malinslee and Stirchley Estate by a
succession of companies (see the
map below).

In 1890, as the pits on the Malinslee
and Stirchley Estate were all closing
down, the Lilleshall Company and the
Haybridge Company, (then operating
Pudley Hill Pit) reached an agreement
for joint pumping at Pudley Hill under
the name “Shropshire Mines
Drainage”. The two companies had
previously worked together at the
Wombridge Pumping Engine and it is
said locally that when this engine
was stopped about 1884 it was
moved over to Pudley Hill (see
photograph 1, and Below 2010.3, p7
for details of the engine).

According to sales literature of the
Lilleshall Company this 60 inch
diameter cylinder engine was
replaced by a “Cornish Condensing

Beam Pumping Engine” with a 66
inch diameter cylinder in 1890 (see
the extract from the 1939 catalogue
on the next page). As well as for
drainage of the two companies’ pits
the water pumped was also used at
the Old Park and the Priorslee works.

The pit was sunk by William Botfield
for coal and ironstone in 1829 and a
full geological section is available
from the surface to a depth of 751 ft.
9 in. (see Scott, LMW Collection
No.2, Williams and Old Park Estate
Plans).

The surface level was at 485 ft. a.o.d.
(with a further 40ft. of waste mound
on top). The first coal from surface (3
coal seams totalling 7ft. under a
Stinking Coal Rock) were at 342 ft. 9
in. The Top Coal Seam, 4ft. 6in. thick
was at 588ft. and the Little Flint Coal
Seam 1ft. 6in., thick was at the lowest
point, 751ft. 9in. down.

The Double Coal seam was the
thickest single seam, 6ft. at 616ft. 9in.

The uppermost ironstone seam was
the Brickmans Measure 6ft. thick at
430 ft. 9in. and the lowest was the
Pennystone Measures 20ft. thick at
about 690ft. The Measures were
mainly shales with ironstone
nodules, about 10 ton of shale
produced 1 ton of nodules hence the
large waste tips around the pit tops.
The geological section lists 16 coal
seams and 5 ironstone seams.

The main period of mineral
production seems to have ended
before 1890, pumping by the
partnership was between about 1890
and 1898, but some work continued
until 1914.

Mining Operations
There were three shafts, one each for
coal, ironstone and water. Pudley Hill
pit is not shown among the list of 10
active pits of the Haybridge
Company in 1891 or in the 10 pits of
the Lilleshall Company’s Priorslee
Colliery at that time.

PUDLEY
HILL

boundary
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It is shown in the official list in 1894
where it is among the 11 pits
operated by the Stirchley Coal and
Iron Company (although this
Company was short lived). At this
date 18 men were employed
underground with 7 on the surface,
producing Randles and Deep Coal.

In 1894 the Haybridge Company,
holders of the principal lease, leased
the pit to A.S.Jones of Wrexham (see
text box on right).

In 1896 the Stirchley Company were
employing 31 underground and 9 on
the surface but by 1900 the pit was
back under the Haybridge Company
working the New Mine coal seam and
employing 23 underground and 4 on
surface.

No information has been found on
working methods including winding
or ventilation.

Some Notes on the Mines of the Lilleshall Company, No.12
Addendum 1: Pudley Hill Pit, continued ...

“The lessee shall carry out and perform all the
conditions and agreements, which, on the part of
the said Company, are to be carried out and
performed under an agreement dated 7th May 1890,
made between the Lilleshall Co. and Haybridge
Co.... so far as the same relates to the
working, maintaining and keeping in full work
and repair, the water engine and Pumping Plant
at Pudley Hill, on the same demised premises
.... so far as relates to their payment of one
half the cost of such labour, fuel and material
necessary and required for working and keeping
in repair the said water-engine and pumping
plant”.

Deed No. 1265/269 in C.R.O.

Right: Covering page from a 1930
Lilleshall Company trade catalogue
listing all the pumping engines built
at their New Yard works between
1875 and 1930.

Right: Entry for the Pudley Hill
pumping engine from the 1930 list
of Lilleshall Company pumping
engines.

Photo 1: Wombridge Pumping Engine House in
1964. The pump was removed c1885 and is
reputed to have been moved to Pudley Hill.

(I.J.Brown Collection)
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Pumping and Drainage
The pit was connected to the
principal Day Level Sough in the area
and could have been drained by this
from higher levels and later it is
believed that much of the water
raised by pumping was only lifted to
this level.

A new large Lilleshall Company-built
Cornish engine was built for this pit
in 1890 (see Photo 1). This raised the
water in three stages, the bottom
stage was a bucket pump, the upper
two ram pumps.

In 1896 a “donkey pump” was also
removed from the nearby Squires Pit
to Pudley Hill by the “Stirchley Coal
and Iron Co. (proprietor Mr.
A.Seymour Jones)” and in 1898
Richard Rowlands, an employee of
that Company, was killed in a shaft
while working on the pumps. This
venture had finished by 1914,
although Mr.Atkinson, engineer for
the Lilleshall Company (1903 to 1944)

Some Notes on the Mines of the Lilleshall Company, No.12
Addendum 1: Pudley Hill Pit, continued ...

remembered a pair of “Ransome
Hanging Pumps” also being used.
The Old Park Works ceased using
the water before 1900 and Priorslee
Works took water from its Lawn
Colliery in later years (see Part 10).

The engine-house which must have
looked something like the
Wombridge engine house (see
Photos 1 and 4) for most of the early
20th Century was in a very ruinous
condition by the 1960s (Photo 2) and
in 1971 (Photo 3) was removed by
blasting as part of a Telford
reclamation scheme.

Until this time the main shaft was
open but boarded over, although
visitors could see between the
boards an item described as a large
iron bucket. All traces of the massive
foundations, shafts and mounds
have now gone.

Reportedly in the 1960s a Mrs.Lowe
of The Lodge, Malinslee, still owned
the pits “time book” from 1891 to
1895 and a “rolling ruler” from the
surveyors office.

Photo 2: Pudley Hill Pumping Engine House in 1959. Erected after 1885.
(P.J.Donnelly Collection)

Photo 3: Pudley Hill Pumping
Engine House foundations prior to
blasting in 1971.

(I.J.Brown Collection)

Photo 4: The Wombridge
pumping engine house on the
skyline near the top of the
Trench Inclined Plane c1920s.

(I.G.M.T.)
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Index for Pits Making up the Lilleshall Co. Collieries (late 1870s)
Ivor Brown

Parts 1 to 13, 2009 to 2013

Donnington Colliery
Barn Pit 2009.3
Barnyard 2009.3
Barracks (Waxhill) 2009.3
Brickyard 2009.4
Blue Flat 2010.3
Chimney 2010.3
Drayton 2010.3
Freehold 2009.4
Grange 2010.1
Granville 2010.2
Horton 2010.3
Jervis Building 2010.3
Lodgebank 2009.4
Lodgewood 2009.4
Meadow 2009.4
Muxton Bridge 2009.3
Nobby 2010.3
New Hadley 2010.3
Overton (Overtons) 2009.4
Rookery 2009.4
Sale 2010.3
Sour Leasow 2010.3
Stephens (Stevens) 2010.3
Waxhill
Whites 2010.3
Woodfield 2010.3
Wombridge 2010.3

Priorslee Colliery
Albion Pit
Beverley 2012.3
Bower
Cockshutt
Dark Lane 2012.1
Ferridays 2012.3
Fireclay 1 2011.1
Fireclay 2 2012.1
Furnace 2012.3
Hall 2012.3
Hydraulic Clay 2011.1
Hangmans Hill
Ketley 2011.1
Lawn 2012.2
Little Hayes 2012.3
Nabb 2012.3
Nelson 2012.3
Priorslee Clay 1, 2 2011.1
Rickyard 2012.3
Slaughter
Springs (Top) 2012.3
Springs (Lower) 2012.3
Stafford 1, 2, 3, 4 2011.5
Tarry 2012.3
Village 2012.3
Westcroft 2012.3
Woodhouse 1, 2, 3, 4 2011.2 - 4
No.8 Ironstone 2012.3

Stephens, Poppit Pit c1920s (IGMT)

Stafford Pit shaft section c1866.

Lilleshall Company Collieries Management
Ivor Brown

Donnington Colliery
Manager Under Manager Men  Pits Manager Under Manager

1878 N.T.Beech N/A Moffit (to 1883) N/A
1884 N.T.Beech N/A N.T.Beech N/A
1894 N.T.Beech Hamblett, Sylvester 1459 12 N.T.Beech Greene, Tonks, Cooke
1908 N.T.Beech Taylor, Derbyshire, Owen 1602 7 N.T.Beech Wainwright, Butcher
1914 S.V.Champion Jones Taylor, Derbyshire, Robson 1563 7 Greene Owen, Hand
1920 SVCJ Hill, Derbyshire, Robson 1761 5 Greene Whaling, Hand
1928 SCCJ Nix, Derbyshire, Fisher 1134 4 Wroe Hand
1935 SVCJ Derbyshire, Mathews 1021 4 Wroe Hand

Priorslee Colliery

Lilleshall Colliery

Manager Under Manager Men  Pits Manager Under Manager
1944 Machin Mathews (Granville only) Machin Rhodes (Grange only)
1947 Machin (NCB) - McGugan -
1949 McGugan (NCB) - McGugan -
1950 Todd (NCB) Jones 548 2 Todd Morris

1960 Blower (NCB) Wm. Cockerill 685 1 - Granville only
1970 Smales (NCB) Rigby, Bunce, Gravenstock, Cutter,  696 men - Granville only

(u/g manager or equivalent)

Total

Total



10 “Below” 2012.4

IX. A Letter from Mr. Richard Hopton to Mr. John
Batchelor; Giving an Account of the Eruption of a
Burning Spring at Brofeley in Shropfhire.
Communicated by Dr. William Gibbons, Fellow of
the College of Phyficians.

September 18. 1711.

S I R
I have according to promife here fent an Account
of the famous boyling Well at Brofeley near Wenlock
in the County of Salop, difcovered about June,
1711.

It was firft found out by a terrible uncommon
Noife in the Night (about two Nights after a
remarkable Day of Thunder) The Noife was fo
very great, that it awaked feveral People in their
Beds, that liv’d hard by; who being willing to be
fatisfy’d what it was, rofe up from their Beds; and
coming to a boggy Place under a little Hill about
200 Yards off the River Severn, perceiv’d a mighty
rumbling and fhaking in the Earth, and a little
Boyling up of water through the Grafe. They took
a Spade, and digging up fome part of the Earth,
immediately the Water flew up a great Height, and
a Candle that was in their Hand fet it on Fire.

To prevent the Spring being deftroyed, there’s an

Iron Ciftern plac’d about it, with a Cover upon it
to be lock’d, and a Hole in the middle thereof, that
any who come may fee the Water through. If you
put a lighted Candle or any thing of Fire to the
Hole, the water immediately takes Fire and burns
like Spirit of Wine, or Brandy, and continues fo as
long as you keep the Air from it, but by taking up
the Cover of the Ciftern, it quickly goes out. The
heat of this Fire much exceeds the heat of any Fire
I ever faw, and feems to have more than ordinary
fiercenefs with it.

Some People out of Curiofity, after they have fet
the Water on Fire, have put a Kettle of Water over
the Ciftern, and in it Green Peas, or a Joint of
Meat, and boyled, it much fooner than over any
artificial  Fire that can be made. If you put Green
Boughs, or any thing elfe that will burn upon it, it
prefently confumes them to Afhes. The water of
itfelf  is as cold as any water I ever felt; And what
is remarkable, as foon as ever the Fire is out, if you
put your Hands into it, it feels as cold as if there
had been no fuch thing as Fire near it. If ftill
continues boyling up with a confiderable Noife;
and is vifited by almoft all that hear of it; and is
look’d upon to be as great a rarity as the World
affords.

R.HOPTON

Below is the description of an incident at Broseley in
1711 from the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal
Society, 1711, Vol 28, pages 475-476.

What the Papers Said - 300 Years Ago
submitted by Ivor Brown

Note: In those days the letter ‘s’ was written like a
modern ‘f’, but it should be read as a ‘s’.

Pike River, New Zealand - Update
trying to do” - and numerous
warnings were ignored.

The report also highlighted failings
by the Department of Labour, saying
it did not have the “focus, capacity
or strategies to ensure that Pike River
was meeting its legal
responsibilities”.

“In the last 48 days before the
explosion there were 21 reports of
methane levels reaching explosive
volumes, and 27 reports of lesser, but
potentially dangerous, volumes,” the
report said.

Two years on, the bodies of those
who died remain inside the mine.

In October the mine’s CEO Peter
Whittall pleaded not guilty to 12

charges in a New Zealand court.
which included “failing to manage
methane levels and ventilation in the
mine”. Each of the charges carries a
maximum penalty of NZ$250,000
(£128,000). The case will be heard in
court again on 14 March 2013.

The New Zealand Labour Department
has charged three parties in
connection with the disaster.
Australian company VLI Drilling, a
contractor at the mine, pleaded guilty
to three health and safety charges in
July over violations related to the
operation and maintenance of the
drilling rig used at the mine.
The Pike River Coal company is not
contesting health and safety charges.

News Reports, 5th November 2012

An investigation into the disaster at
the Pike River Coal Mine, South
Island, New Zealand, has concluded
that the drive for production “before
the mine was ready” created the
circumstances for the tragedy. A gas
explosion at the mine on 19th
November, 2010, was New Zealand’s
worst in almost a century and killed
29 workers. Health and safety
systems at the Pike River mine were
inadequate, and reports of excessive
methane levels were “not heeded”.

The Royal Commission report says
“The mine was new, and the systems
and infrastructure necessary to
safely produce coal “had not been
completed”. Ventilation and methane
drainage systems “could not cope
with everything the company was
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SIR,
—Glancing over your Advertiser of the 26th ult., I
read an interesting letter, under the nom-de-plume of
“Nemo.” No doubt many have read it, and
thought it out.  Apart, however, from the Jubilee,
which all loyal men and women are looking
forward to with pride and love for their Queen
and country; there are many Merchant Princes in
Newport who, no doubt, would like to do
something to resuscitate the trade of the old town,
if they could but see their way. How readily, and
with little cost, this may be done few think.

A small Limited Company may soon float the
thing, and what’s more, make it a success. No
doubt Col. Leeke and others would readily assent,
and give a grant of years, at a moderate rent, to re-
open the Aston Limeworks.   The chimney stack
is already erected, and there is a sound shaft, and
others for ventilation, &c. One of Davie & Co’s
— of Leeds compound horizontal direct acting
engines, with no wheels, would soon  pump out
the water, and the workings underground are
already open, for white limestones: then sink 40
yards deeper, to the hydraulic beds, and you have
limestone for a century. Then make a drift through
the east fault, close to, and face the coal, which is
sure to be there, and the winning is complete, and
at a moderate depth as things go, not 200 yards.
The Duke of Sutherland has recently sunk pits 750
yards at Fenton.

Having thrown out these few hints, allow me to
say a little about the water. When the  Aston
winning was decided upon, the shaft was marked
out only  a  few feet east of the present pit; it
proved to be on the “slip” of the east fault; within
a few feet of the surface the water flowed in with
great force out of the Permian rocks.

I may here say the water was very pure. The pit
was then moved to its present position, a few feet
N.W. of the fault, and it went down comparatively
dry. The lay of the fault is about 25 degrees E.

In after time, when the miners worked the strata
up to the fault, with a wide chamber, the casing on
the fault suddenly collapsed inward, and the water
poured in sharp, out of the fault, and inundated
the workings in a few days; the pumping power
then in use being insufficient to grapple with it.

There is only one sinking over this east fault in the
Shropshire Coalfield, and that is at the Crow Hays,
Lilleshall; depth to the first coal, 130 yds., and 5 ft.
thick, dry sinking, and other workable seams
followed.

From the Aston pit the line of fault runs under
Church Aston church, crosses the turnpike road,
about 400 yards west of the town of Newport,
then under the church, and on to Chetwynd End
&c.

A bore hole in the centre of the street, opposite the
National Provincial Bank of England, would touch
coal at a moderate depth; would run under the
Marshlands to Norbroom and Field Aston, and
thence back west parallel to the fault to Mr. Cotes’,
Little Hales Farm, and then west to join Crow
Hays; a coalfield not to be despised, and antiguous
to the London and North Western Railway.

I need not point out to the astute mind of the
Merchant Princes of Newport and others, what
employment this would give to willing hands, and
be the means of bringing a lot of money into the
old town, and give it a new departure.

You have the thing close to your own doors, it
only wants developing, and this at a little cost, and
the additional water would quench the thirst of the
rising generation.

With these few hurried lines 1 must say adieu, I am,
yours faithfully,

                                    ALIQUIS.
29th March, 1887.

THE TOWN AND TRADE OF NEWPORT.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE NEWPORT AND MARKET DRAYTON ADVERTISER.

What the Papers Said in 1887
submitted by David Adams (from Malcolm Miles)
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The Tar Tunnel Project - the Early Days
Ivor Brown

In light of the recent successful trips
into the Tar Tunnel at Coalport in
which a photographic survey was
undertaken, it was thought a brief
resumé of the early Club explorations
of the tunnel would be useful.

After much searching, IJB re-
discovered the tunnel entrance in the
cellar of the Coalport Village shop. It
was hidden behind a large iron
framed piano covered with all the
decorations of a Disney-themed
Youth Club room. It took a lot of
persuasion to get the door accessible
and opened in early 1965.

The tunnel had heaps of rubbish on
both sides throughout its length.
Short sections were flooded, and tar
with iron and manganese staining
could be seen on the walls. It was
explored by the Club, then surveyed
with borrowed safety gear from the
NCB in late 1965.

In parts stalactites and stalagmites
were present from the mortar and
cave pearls could be found in
puddles. The 4ft. stalactite (photo.3)
was broken off by Borstal Boys who
had been “volunteered” to help clear
the first 100 yards of the tunnel in
1968.

In 1973/4 NCB Mining Contractors
(not employees therefore not on
strike), cleared the 100 yards and laid
the rails. They experimented with a
mini free-wheeled tyred tractor (diesel
powered), but it was too
cumbersome. The Club used the
wagons etc. for opening side
passages at weekends.

In 1976 the first phase of the opening
was complete (and IJB was leaving
the area). The Ironbridge Gorge
Museum Trust decided to lay on a
banquet for friends and Club
Members in the underground by-
pass area (about 280m inbye). The
wagon which brought the hot food
can be seen behind IJB and DRA in
photo 5. About 20 persons gave the
traditional speeches that evening/
night.

Photo 1, left: The Re-
discovered tunnel entrance in
the Youth Club under the
village shop. Note the portrait
nearby!

(I.J.Brown Collection)

Photo 2, right: Spoil
heaped up along the tunnel
sides in the 1960s.

(I.J.Brown Collection)

Photot 5, below: David Adams, Ivor Brown and Ray Johnson at the
December 1976 banquet in the Tar Tunnel.                                        (I.G.M.T.)

Photo 3, below: Brian
Waterson beside the 4ft.
long stal in 1968.

(I.J.Brown Collection)

Photo 4, below: NCB Contractors
working on clearing the first 100 yards
of the tunnel in March 1974.

(I.J.Brown Collection)
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Ram Pumps in Shropshire
Ivor Brown

An item in below 2012.2 referred to a
ram pump surviving in the Telford
area and a competition was set up for
someone to produce a description of
how they operated. Three replies
were received.

The writer however prefers the
description that appeared alongside
the diagram shown in Below 2012.2.
This is taken from the excellent book
entitled “The Wandering Worfe” by
D.H.Robinson, produced in 1980 by
Waine Research Publications of
Albrighton, it says:

From information received by the
writer it appears that a number of ram
pumps still survive in the County but
none appear to be still in operation.

However, as mentioned in the last
issue of Below (p21), the ram pump
manufacturer ‘Green and Carter’ is
still going, see their web site:

www.greenandcarter.com/index.htm

“Water from the tank T, fed by a spring or brook, flows down the inclined
supply pipe S into the body B of the pump and escapes through waste
valve W. As the velocity of the water increases, the impact suddenly lifts
and closes the valve. There is an immediate rise in pressure in B, which
causes the delivery valve D to open and to force some of the water into
the air chamber A. As soon as the momentum is all expended there is a
slight recoil or rebound of the water in the supply pipe S, which allows
valve W to drop and re-open. The whole cycle of operations is repeated
from 40 to 200 times per minute, each time driving a little more water into
air chamber A, compressing the air in it; as there is only one outlet, the
delivery pipe O, water is gradually forced along it until it emerges and
drops into the storage tank or reservoir R.

Above and right: Jen Davies in the Tar Tunnel at the
junction with the cross-cut, 507m in from the entrance
in 1965. The floor at this point was covered with red
ocherous water, rather than tar.

(I.J.Brown Collection)
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Tar Tunnel Project
10th August 2012

On the 10th August, 2012,
Club members assisted
Telford and Wrekin Council
staff in a survey of the Tar
Tunnel for the Museum.

One of our tasks was to make
a photographic record of the
current state of the tunnel.

Beyond the gate where the
visitors stop, this was done
by taking pictures every 5m,
with additional pictures of
any damage to the side walls,
included in the pictures was
a scale stick in 5cm squares..

Right: The ‘morning’ survey
team (additional Club
members joined the group
later in the day).

Above: Ivor Brown at the gate where museum visitors
have to stop, monitoring the radio - we made use of an
existing leaky feeder cable for comms.

Above: Gareth Rushton and scale stick at 160m inbye
(measurements are made from the lintel of the
entrance doorway)

Above: A blocked up entrance to a tar well in the East
wall at 250m inbye.

All the tar wells appear to be on the East side of the
tunnel, although there were a couple of archways on
the West side that gave the impression that they may
have been intended to be side passages.

Above: Gareth Rushton and scale stick at 285m inbye.
At this point this is where the tunnel gets wider for
about 30m. It was possibly used as a passing area for
the tramway.

It was in this area that the December 1976 banquet
was held - see page 12.
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Tar Tunnel Project
10th August 2012, continued ...

Above: Gareth Rushton at the end of the wider section
at 315m inbye. At this point there is a block wall with a
doorway. Also on the East side is another tar well.

Above: The doorway in the block wall at 315m inbye.
The tunnel is mainly unlined beyond here.

Above: View into the tar well on the East side of the
tunnel at 315m inbye.

Above, right: 1966 graffiti on a large rock just the other
side of the doorway at 315m inbye.

Above: Neal Rushton in the main section of the tunnel
at 507m inbye - the camera is in a crosscut that heads
off West. The main tunnel section from here on is
seriously reduced as a brick culvert.

See page 13 for the same location in 1965.

Above: Ian Cooper 35m along the West crosscut from
the 507m junction -there is a fall just beyond the
doorway.

Right: Ian Cooper in an unlined section of tunnel at
410m inbye, with the drainage channel on the right
(East side of the tunnel).
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Before the retreat from the Lens
district the Germans not only
flooded the coal mines, but laid
booby traps in them, with the result
that when operations were begun
for the recovery of the mines, a
number of serious accidents
occurred, which greatly retarded
reconstruction.

The French Government, in order
to avoid as far as possible a
repetition of these accidents,
decided to use a submarine camera
for taking photographs under
water, to ascertain where the lining
of the mine shafts had been
punctured and to ensure that
everything was safe before sending
divers down.

Siebe, Gorman and Co., Limited,
of London, were commissioned
to make the apparatus of which
we give an illustration right. The
apparatus measures over all 3ft.
4in. by 3ft. 4in. by 4ft. 9in. high,
and weighs about l5½ cwt.

It consists of three main gun-metal
castings, bolted together. The
upper and lower castings are each
formed with four water-tight
chambers each of which contains a
mercury vapour lamp giving 3000
candle-power, or 24,000 candle-
power altogether. The middle
casting comprises four chambers
which contain the lamp resistances,
and four smaller chambers which
contain the cameras.

A cable junction box and four
lifting eyes are fitted on top of the
upper chamber. The lamps are of
the quartz or silica type, and were
supplied by the Westinghouse
Cooper Hewitt Co., Limited. The
mercury vapour is contained in a
quartz vessel having n overall length
of about 9in. The lamps operate in
parallel on a direct current supply
of 200 volts at a current

consumption of 3½ amperes. As
the candle-power of each lamp is
3000, the efficiency is in the
neighbourhood of ¼ watt per
candle-power. The light from the
lamps is extremely actinic, and the
photographic effect, it is claimed,
is equal to that of other lamps
using a very much higher current.

The lamps have been made as
simple as possible, so as to avoid
all unnecessary complications, the
tilting to start their action being
effected by means of special levers,
actuated by rods on the outside of
the box. These rods and the leads
to the lamps pass through stuffing-
boxes.

The cameras are of a special box
type, and are fitted with “behind
lens” shutters which are electrically
controlled. A very wide angle lens
is employed.

A Submarine Camera - 1920s MineCam
The Engineer, 25th June 1920

Contrast this with modern methods
of remote mine photography:

Above: A
‘drainCam’ in
the culverts
under Harley
Mill.
(I.C.Cooper)

Right: The IAR
MineCam
(although not
submersible ...
yet!)
(I.A.Recordings)
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The Club in 1973, Forty Years Ago
Ivor Brown

The Club was in fine fettle, two bases
in operation (Newport and Cilcain
Barn), two or three trips out most
weekends and often a second
midweek meeting each month, rescue
practice or social evening. There was
24 full members and 24 associates on
the monthly newsletter circulation
list, all fully paid up. About 20
attended each monthly meeting. The
newsletter was regular, about 4 typed
foolscap sheets each issue, with up
to half-page of reports of previous
activities each month. There were
many visits to Shropshire mines
(Coalbrookdale Coalfield and metal
mines) as well as North-Wales,
Staffordshire and Derbyshire.

Projects included removal of a steam
winch from Glyn Ceiriog Slate Mine,
surveying Lincoln Hill Limestone
mine and an odd “kiln” at Mossey
Green. Also exploring Ironbridge
ironstone mines.

The Club published it’s first Annual
Journal (1971/2) and Account No.5
“North Wales Caves” (reprint) - in a
new shape (A4) and there was no
need to type items on foolscap skins,
only on white paper for duplication.

It was reported at meetings that the
rail line through Minsterley had been
closed, Hunthouse Colliery on the
Shropshire/Worcestershire border
was also closed, as was the Miners
Arms pub at Bog.

It was also reported at meetings that
the Club stock of past publications
was almost sold out (£300 worth sold
making £200 profit) only 2 copies of
the 1966/7 Yearbook, 8 copies of the
1971 Journal, 10 copies of Account
No.11 and 33 plans of Llanymynech
Ogof remained.

DRA and IJB took 5 senior scouts to
North Wales mines (Glyn Ceiriog,
Gwynfynedd and Minera) to
complete training for full membership.

Ironbridge Gorge Museum began
opening daily, including the working
steam winding engine at Blists Hill
and the tar Tunnel.

Ten members spent April 19-24 in
Cornwall. In May a matching pair of
steam ploughing engines were seen
at work dredging a pool near the
Newport Club House.

Newsletter No.100 was published in
June 1972, an unusual issue since it
was handwritten in part (the reason
for this is not given and cannot be
remembered!). It contained a long
report on the week in Cornwall
mentioned above and a shorter one
on a dig and exploration near
Cwmystwyth by “Blogg and the hard
men from North Wales” (Their
breakaway club had folded again, so
some were back with SMC). There
was also a further 5 short reports and
Chapter 8 of a “tale” by Blogg
(typed). A number of news items
included a plea to the Council by
Shropshire County W.I.Federation to
get all shafts and mine buildings
“made safe” which caused a bit of a
flutter in the Club.

During the year regular evening
meetings were held for rescue
training (first aid, knots, making up
ladders, climbing trees and walls),
about 14 members attended each.
There were 2 leaders for call-out
purposes: DRA and Mr. Corbyn.

The 13th AGM and Dinner was held
on September 22nd at the Red lion
Hotel, Myddle near Baschurch. There

were no major changes in officers,
but subscriptions for full members
became £2 per year, £1 for associates
(joint husband and wife was £3). Re-
thatching was due to commence on
the Club HQ and Mr.Hazeley
resigned as HQ caretaker. Club
members agreed to send a
representative to a meeting called by
Shropshire Council to consider ways
in which Snailbeach might be
preserved.

The Dinner cost £2 per head, 35
attended. This was followed by a talk
by Harry Parker, Art Editor of the
Sheffield Telegraph (who died very
recently - IJB), the evening finished
with a disco led by Tony Harper.

The year finished with a social on
21st December 1973, music being
provided by R.Vernon and T.J.Davies
- at least 15 attended, but the
organiser lost count! Not quite the
end, as usual the Boxing Day trip was
made to North Wales. DRA, IJB,
Mike Moore and P.Scales visited
Moel Fferna Slate Mine.

Note
Monetary figures given should be
multiplied by about 10 to give the
present 2012 equivalent i.e.
booksales £300 = £3,000, full
membership £2 = £20, cost of annual
dinner £2 = £20.

Below: Re-thatching the Club house with funding raised during 1973.
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Christmas Puzzles

Seasons greetings to all Club members
and all the best for 2013.

Y S S T A N E O R R U X U N R A

To keep your mind active over the festive season
here are a few puzzles for you .. some easy ones to start with ......

These letter are an anagram of a
species of dinosaur. Can you work
out which one is hidden here:

What is the lowest number of lines
needed to divide the elephant so that
you can find the numbers 1, 2, 3 and
4 in each section?

2.

1.

3. Try to find out the name of the fairy-tale
character in the circle on the right:

Brain Teaser:

Who was the

‘LUMP MANAGER’

at the Granville Colliery?

Answer in the next edition ....
(submitted by David Adams)
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Christmas Puzzles 2

4. Look at the word below. The letters it contains all
share one strange property. What is it?

5. On a recent trip underground, following a break
through into new workings, Andy found an old
chest. The chest was empty, but written on the
inside of the lid was what seemed to be a foreign
language. However, after sitting having his lunch by
the chest, he suddenly realised what the message
meant and headed straight out the mine and off to
the nearby coast. What had he discovered?

6. Distances on the signpost above to various
Shropshire mines have something to do with
their names.
What is the distance to Huglith?

7. Andy found himself trapped in the middle of a huge
labyrinth of underground passages which seemed
to lead nowhere. However, he discovered a pile of
pebbles carefully arranged on the floor in the
pattern below. What must he do?
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Doncaster’s Collieries
By Peter Tuffrey, 248 x 172 mm , SB,
192pp B&W photos throughout.

Peter Tuffrey grew up with the
collieries around him: Yorkshire Main
at Edlington, Denaby, Cadeby,
Rossington and Askern. Although it
might have seemed that things would
never change, they did, and Peter has
now compiled Doncaster’s Collieries
to commemorate this once-vital part
of the town’s heritage.

Peter examines the histories of
thirteen of the pits that once
surrounded his home town, from the
elaborate ceremonies which were
staged to mark the start of work
through to the acrimonious disputes
with British Coal and the government
of Margaret Thatcher, which so often
marked the closure of the Doncaster
collieries.

The result is a fascinating view of a
now-lost but widely remembered
industry.

Price: £14.99

News Round-up

Reading Chalk Mines
A £4.3m scheme to stabilise historic
chalk mines that had collapsed under
homes in Field Road, Reading in
2000, has finally been completed.

Dozens of people in the Field Road
and Coley Road area were forced out
of their homes when mining cavities
from the 1800s collapsed. The
workings have been filled with
concrete and the final phase of the 12
year project has involved detailed
ground investigations of the land to
make sure there will not be any
further collapses.

The area had a long history of brick
and tile making which involved
excavating chalk from underground
workings.

News Reports, 12th September 2012

Maltby Colliery
Redundancies

On the 8th October, 2012, about 540
staff at Maltby Colliery, near
Rotherham, were given a 90-day
notice of redundancy by owners
Hargreaves Services.

In September unusually high levels
of water, oil and gas were found at
the mine and the owners warned
about the possible closure of the site,
depending upon the results of
geological reports.

BBC News, 8th October 2012

South African Strikers Sacked
At the end of October, more than
8,000 striking South African gold
miners were sacked after refusing to
return to work. Gold Fields said
workers at the KDC East mine had
ignored a final ultimatum to present
themselves for work starting with the
night shift on Monday 22 October
and the morning and afternoon shifts
on Tuesday, or face immediate
dismissal. It had secured a court
order ruling the strike illegal.

The previous week, some 11,000
miners at Gold Fields' KDC West
mine heeded a company ultimatum
and returned to work.

Most strikes have been over pay,
although the stoppage at KDC East -
at Carletonville west of
Johannesburg - relates to a local
trade union dispute not wages.
The unrest in South Africa’s mining
sector - one of the world’s biggest -
has badly hit the country’s economy,
with the rand losing value and its
credit rating downgraded.

90 Jobs to go at
Aberpergwm Colliery
Walter Energy, the US owners of
Aberpergwm colliery near Glynneath,
South Wales could cut up to 90 jobs.
The owners blame the reduction on
low global coal prices and the threat
from a wind farm application.

The firm is concerned about the
implications of the plan for a wind
farm near to Aberpergwm Colliery
which it says could “sterilise” land
for mining and jeopardise the
employment of those at Aberpergwm.

Due to the current economic
depression, the price of coal has
gone down and the colliery is
struggling financially, partly this is as
a result of the decision to subsidise
so called green energy sources so
heavily.

Letters have been sent to staff at the
colliery, which employs about 350,
warning of a “threat of
redundancies”.

Walter Energy say they remain
committed to continuing the project
at Aberpergwm Colliery, but they aim
to make a sustainable profitable
business creating employment for
many years to come, unfortunately
they must scale back until
circumstances change.

BBC News, 4th September 2012

South African President Jacob Zuma
has set up a judicial commission of
inquiry into the killings of 44 people
at the Marikana mine, 34 of whom
were shot by police.

The investigation will determine the
roles played by the police, the
management of the platinum mine,
Lonmin, the unions and government.

The shootings in August provoked
widespread shock in South Africa
and a wave of industrial unrest.

News Reports, 23rd October

Beal Ropes
Rope firm Beal have produced a new
catalogue of their wide range of
ropes, a PDF version (36.1Mb) has
been put online at:

www.beal-pro.com/anglais/
Cata_Pro_2012_GB.pdf

Page 23 of the catalogue covers rope
care and inspection - including what
to do about sheath slippage.

Library Additions
Descent, 228 October/
November, 2012.

Descent, 229 December/
January, 2012
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Although Club members didn't visit
Poldark Mine on the recent Club trip
to Cornwall, members will be sad to
hear that Poldark Managing Director
Richard Williams, MBE, recently lost
his long battle with cancer.

A native of Redruth, he started his
mining career as a hard rock miner at
South Crofty. Later graduating with a
Master’s degree from the Camborne
School of Mines. A keen mineral
collector, he was involved for a
number of years with Cornish tin
streaming.

In later years his interests turned to
mining heritage, setting up a

Richard Williams, MBE

Cave Symposium
BCRA are organising a one day Cave
Science symposium on 9th March
2013 at the Environmental Science
Centre, BGS, Keyworth, Nottingham.

The day will cover 2 themes: cave
science in Jurassic limestones, and
caving archives. There may be a field
meeting the following day to an area
of Jurassic limestone near
Nottingham. More details on:

www.bcra.org.uk

Geology & Mineral
Resources of Yorkshire
The Yorkshire Geological Society
(YGS) is organising a one day event
at the National Coal Mining Museum
for England (Caphouse Colliery) on
27th April 2013. The aim is to focus
on the exploitation of the natural
mineral resources of Yorkshire,
covering historical perspective,
industrial heritage and future
prospects.

Next year is the 175th anniversary of
the Society, which held its inaugural
meeting in Wakefield on 1st
December 1837, (founded as the
Geological and Polytechnic Society
of the West Riding of Yorkshire. See:

www.yorksgeolsoc.org.uk

The Archaeology of
Mining and Quarrying in
England
A one day conference to launch the
publication of a 3 year assessment of
mining and quarrying in England
from prehistory through to the
present day, 18th May 2013 at the
Coal Mining Museum for England,
Caphouse Colliery, near Wakefield.
Speakers will cover all aspects of the
extractive industries, from lead & coal
to stone and slate, including their
underground archaeology.

Further details will be published on
the NAMHJO web site:

www.namho.org

Registration fee will be in the region
of £5, including lunch. Send advance
bookings to Peter Claughton.
email: P.F.Claughton@exeter.ac.uk
Tel: 01437 532578

Advanced Notice and Call for Papers
NAMHO Conference to be held at Aberystwyth University,

28 June to 1 July 2013

impacts of mining, such as in the
sense of place and identity, the
development of heritage and
alternative economic pathways, and
the moral dilemmas of current and
future mineral exploitation that these
historic sites have often provoked
and represented over time. Papers are
invited on all aspects of the mining
legacy.

Investigating, in some cases,
rectifying and also promoting the
post industrial landscape can inform
our knowledge of mining over the
last four millennia.

This conference aims to bring
practitioners from a variety of
academic disciplines, industry, the
public sector, heritage charities, and
independent researchers together
and provide a stimulating platform for
the transfer of knowledge and
expertise.

For further information contact: Dr
Peter Claughton:
p.f.claughton@exeter.ac.uk
(01437 532578) or
Dr Catherine Mills:
c.i.mills@stir.ac.uk
(01786 467583)

Mining Legacies: examining the
impact of historic mineral working
and ore processing on land,
landscapes and perceptions of place.

A three to four day conference
looking at the multiple legacies of
historic mineral extraction with the
opportunity for field visits to relevant
mining sites in the Ceredigion
uplands.

Over the last four thousand years
mining has left a footprint on the
environment, leaving both visible
and hidden legacies for today and
the future. Evidence of past mineral
extraction can be prominent in the
landscape as spoil heaps, discharges,
dressing floors, mine entrances,
derelict buildings, rusting machinery,
transport infrastructure and
settlements.

Other remains are less visible, such
as earthworks indicating sub-surface
remains and subterranean workings,
heavy metal residues, sometimes
dating back thousands of years
captured in polar ice caps or peat
deposits.

Less tangible still are the socio-
economic, political and cultural

consultancy in Camborne, before
becoming the Managing Director at
Poldark Mine, Helston.

In 1998 he went to the state of
Hidalgo in north eastern Mexico to
advise officials there on how to
preserve their mining heritage, and
working to develop ties between
Cornwall and Mexico. At the start of
2012 he was appointed MBE for
services to UK/Mexico relations.

A larger than life character,
passionate about mining, he was a
great champion for Cornish mining
history.

News Round-up
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All books mentioned here are
available from Mike Moore at Club
meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk

Nuneaton & Bedworth Coal, Stone, Clay and Iron

Coal Mining in Lancashire &
Cheshire
By Alan Davies, SB, 248 x 172 mm,
240pp 200B/W  images and 38 colour.

Another excellent book by Alan
Davies. In this book he tells the story
of the Lancashire Coalfield, using a
selection of rare and previously
unpublished images showing both
the industry itself and the human
face of one of the world’s most
dangerous jobs.

It was the abundance of coal close to
the surface in Lancashire which
literally helped fuel the great growth
in cities such as Manchester and
Liverpool. With poor roads, it was
easier to move coal by water and so
Lancashire landowners developed
the first canals in Britain.

Lancashire coal powered the cotton
mills, the steelworks and the
ironworks, it powered the
locomotives which transported
people and goods and it fuelled the
ships which brought raw products to
the UK and took exports to the rest
of the world.

Price: £17.99  + p&p

By Peter Lee, SB, 96pp

On the edge of the Warwickshire
coalfield, coal had been mined in
Nuneaton since the fourteenth
century and the town was a centre
for quarrying and brick-making too.
Coal had been mined in the
Stockingford and Griff area of
Chilvers Coton for five centuries, and
by the mid-1860s, new capital,
increasingly efficient mining
methods, together with the building
of the railways, brought about a
golden bonanza of coal production in
this area of Warwickshire.

The building of railways and roads
generated the need for good stone,

and Nuneaton had plenty of that too.
The town was also blessed with beds
of the finest brick clay in the country.
Entrepreneurs took over old brick
kilns, modernised them, and created
the opportunity for their products to
be shipped countrywide.

Nowadays, the collieries and
brickworks have gone and quarrying
has declined as the quarries have
become worked out. Local historian
Peter Lee tells the story of these lost
industries of Nuneaton and
Bedworth using both words and
pictures to show the reader just how
important these industries once were.

Price: £10.99

The Pretoria Pit Disaster,
A centenary account

By Alan Davies, SB, 248 x 172mm,
128pp. 180 B/W & 28 Colour Images.

On the morning of Wednesday 21
December 1910, 889 men and boys
travelled the two 434- yard-deep
shafts at Hulton Colliery, also known
as Pretoria Pit in Over Hulton, north
of Atherton, Lancashire.

An explosion in the main section of
the mine killed 342 men and boys.
The disaster was the third largest in
British coal-mining history. This
study brings together more images
than any previous work, including
many not previously published.

Transcribed sound recordings from
those alive at the time, including a
survivor, and press accounts add to
the variety of source material.

Price: £14.99

New Books

So Very Foolish A History of
the Wherry Mine, Penzance
Peter Joseph, A5, SB, 48pp -

Throughout the long history of
Cornish mining the extraction of
metals was undertaken in some
remarkable locations but none was
stranger than the Wherry Mine at
Penzance. With its shafts some 200
yards offshore in Mounts Bay linked
by a timber trestle to its machinery on
dry land, the Wherry Mine resembled
more a seaside pier than a working
industrial site.

The unique nature of the workings
meant that contemporary travellers in
Cornwall took note of the Wherry
Mine and some recorded their
impressions, but curiously there has
been no attempt to record its full
history to date.

Local mining historian Peter Joseph,
who has made a particular study of
Penwith’s mines, has now put right
that omission and given this small
but very special mining enterprise its
own memorial.

Price: £4.99 + p&p

( Note: Mining at Wherry Mine came
to an end when an American ship
struck the mine! It is claimed the
mine site is still visible when there is
a very low tide KL)

British Mining No. 93.
Memoirs 2012

The papers in Memoirs 2012 are:

∗ Coal Mining at Samson Colliery,

Oldbury in the nineteenth century
(Nigel A. Chapman),

∗ 19th century photography at

Walsall Wood Colliery (John
Goodchild and Ron Callender),

∗ The Dolaucothi Roman drainage

wheel (Stefan W Meier),

∗ Haltcliffe Lead Smelting Mill,

Cumbria (Richard Smith and Sam
Murphy),

∗ William Stewart and the Lundhill

Colliery (John Goodchild),

∗ The arsenic industry at Botallack

Mine, Cornwall and its
archaeology: a story of early 20th
century adaptive re-use (Peter
Joseph),

∗ Mines, trials and lodes of the

Glandyfi Tract, Ceredigion, Wales
(David M.D. James),

∗ Further notes on North Pennine

iron ore mines (Graham Brooks)

A5, 112pp.   Price: £10.00 + p&p.
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Books, Videos and Talks

HISTORIC MINES OF SPAIN VOL.2

full details available at:
www.iarecordings.org

EXPLORING THE MINES OF SIERRA MINERA AND MAZARRÓN

In April 2008, the Club visited the
Sierra Minera region of Murcia in
Spain to see some of the vast range
of ancient and modern mines which
survive so well in the area. At scores
of sites, flat-rope winders stand
beside intact steel or wooden
headframes over extremely deep open
shafts! The footage in this recording
is a compilation of the many sites
visited, along with location maps and
captions - it has no commentary, but
there is incidental dialogue in
Spanish and English.

Las Matildes mining museum near La
Unión, is where the Fundación Sierra
Minera  preserves and exhibits a wide
variety of mines, buildings and
equipment. Later we visited the
picturesque ruins in the Rambla del
Avenque and at Portman we explored
part of the large elaborate processing
mill Lavadero Roberto.

At La Union, we toured the work
being done to convert Agrupa
Vicenta into a show mine, then
followed the "33 Road" mine track
over the mountain through Roman
mining remains and past
manganese kilns to Portman Bay.
At Corta Emilia we were given
permission to examine a unique
donkey gin.

Cabezo Rajado - the "Riven Hill"
has been mined for hundreds of
years and still has plenty to show:
450m deep shafts, ornate steel
headframes, a flat rope winder, a
large mill containing 40 wooden
flotation cells and a ball mill.
The winder at Mina Ocasión, La
Union, has both its flat ropes still
in good condition.

At El Lirio, levels with wooden pit
props lead to an underground
stables. Other sites visited include:
Corta Brunita opencast, La Parreta,
Lavadero San Ignacio, Jose Maestre
tunnel and more ...

Mazarrón west of Cartagena is an
ochre-red zone of rich lead and silver,
mined before the Romans. The hill is
cut by open stopes and dotted with
open shafts; many with headframes
of stone, wood or steel. Under a
wooden building, a steam winder still
has its flat ropes connected to a
wooden headframe.

Running time: 1 hour 42 minutes

Price: £14. 40 (High Definition Blu-ray
version £18.00)
Discounted price for Club members:
£ 10 (£14 for Blu-ray) - if you collect
e.g. at Club Meetings.

The Lead, Copper & Barytes
Mines of Shropshire

By Michael Shaw, Logaston press.

While SCMC publications have often
carried articles about the various
mines covered by this book, there
has long been a need to try and pull
everything together into a coherent
publication. In this aim Mike Shaw
has been very successful.

He has spent years researching
records and books, talking to
surviving miners, members of their
families, SCMC members and tracking
down original documents and the
sites of numerous mines - many of
which only lasted a year or two!

The first few chapters cover the early
mining history of Shropshire, the
products and processes, before
delving off into the different mining
areas and covering the mines in more
detail, so it will have general appeal.

There are plenty of interesting
snippets and facts to keep
‘enthusiasts’ engaged. This excellent
publication is a must for anyone
interested in Shropshire’s mining
history.

ISBN: 978-906663-09-4
Softback, 320 pages, over 200 b&w
photographs, drawings and plans.
Price £12.95.

Available from Mike Moore at Club
meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk

The Shrewsbury Coalfield - Talk
On Wednesday 23rd January 2013,
Club member Michael Shaw is giving
a talk to the Friends of the Ironbridge
Gorge Museum entitled “The
Shrewsbury Coalfield”.

The talk will be held in the Ironbridge
Gorge Museum Trust Board Room,
Coalbrookdale at 7.30pm.

The Board room entrance is off the
small car park which is on the right as
you come under the railway bridge
on the road between the Museum of
Iron and Enginuity.

Talks cost £1 and includes
refreshments (tea/coffee and
biscuits).
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Diary Dates
2013

Club Officers

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

1st January: Columns Open Day,
Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.

13th January: MCRO Training Day,
Total Access, Ecclesshall.

23rd January: “The Shrewsbury
Coalfield” a talk by Club member
Michael Shaw at the IGMT Board
Room, Coalbrookdale at 7.30pm.

9th March: BCRA Cave Science
Symposium, Environmental Science
Centre, British Geological Survey,
Keyworth, Nottingham.

www.bcra.org.uk

31st March: Columns Open Day,
Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.

20th & 21st April: BCRA Cave
Technology Symposium, South
Wales.

27th April: YGS one day event
“Geology & Mineral Resources of
Yorkshire - Revisited” at NCMME
(see page 22).

18th May: NAMHO one day
conference on “The Archaeology of
Mining and Quarrying in England” at
NCMME (see page 22).

17th - 20th May: Millau 2013, 8th
EuroSpeleo Forum, Millau, France.

14th - 16th June: BCA AGM
weekend, Rotary Centre, Castleton.

The Hassles of Underground Comms ... 100

Surface, this is Underground 1 ....

Its no good, there’s no answer,
just can’t make contact !

It’s OK guys, I’ll u
se the

old method ...

Here comes the

answers .... !

Pizza anyone?

You just can’t beat a good

carrier-bat !

Membership, BCA Rep &
Insurance: Mike Davies

Tackle:  Andy Harris

Training Officer:
Andrew Wood

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

‘Below’ Editor, Publications:
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: David Adams

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Vacant

Secretary:  Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Conservation: David Poyner

NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding


