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Sugar Beet Future

Seasons Greetings to all Club Members

Government inspectors have called
for careful ‘thought and
consultation’ over plans to build a
“mini-town” on the site of the
Allscott sugar beet factory. It is
proposed to build about 800 homes,
shops and a new railway station on
the 350 acre site.

Wrockwardine Parish Council is
concerend that existing roads, sewers
and schools will be overwhelmed by
the development. There is also the
question of what will happen to the
17 warm water lagoons and six reed
beds which were used as part of the
sugar manufacturing process.

Shropshire Wildlife Trust hope to
purchase this area as it is considered
to be one of the UK’s most important
havens for winter migrating birds,
attracting over 200 species.

What implications this development
has for the Social Club is obviously
of interest to the Club.

from Shropshire Star news reports,
November 2007

A slightly larger issue of ‘Below’
than normal, but we seem to
have done so much lately - if
you are looking for reports on
trips to Sallies (with Esmond
Betton),  Scott Level,
Cwmorthin, Geevor (Victory
shaft) and others, I hope to
include them in the next issue ..
space permitting!

Also with this issue is a 4 page
copy of the ‘Roll of Honour’
produced for the Madeley
Wood 40th Anniversary
commemorations back in July.

Best wishes for the
New Year

Kelvin

Ho-Ho-HO !
Spot the

members,
page15.

South Crofty Change of Plans
methods, the mine’s surface no
longer had to look like a wasteland.
WUM are currently developing the
near-surface workings at the mine
and aim to re-open South Crofty as a
working tin mine in 2009, 11 years
after it closed.

How this change of plans will affect
the proposed World Heritage site
‘Gateway’ at Robinsons shaft is
unknown at the moment.

Kerrier District Council’s 20 year
plans for the area around the South
Crofty mine site have been
challenged in the High Court by
Crofty Developments, a partner of
mine owner Western United Mines
(WUM). The following legal advice
Kerrier now say that the plans have
been dropped and that they will have
to write off about £100,000 that it has
spent developing the regeneration
plan, which includes houses, offices
and leisure facilities.

Crofty Developments felt it had been
left out of the consultation process
and claimed that a working mine
would bring “enormous benefits” to
the area and that with modern mining

Library Additions
The list of additions to the library can
be found on page 13, along with
details of NAMHO 2008 to be held in
Scotland.
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News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown

Whimberry Bonanza!
There has been a bumper crop of
whimberries reported from the
Stiperstones this year, fetching £3.50
per lb. collected and cleaned - so you
know where to go to for your crumble
and custard!

News from 1856
The Shropshire News & Mineral
Reporter Feb. 21 1856 reported:
“Madeley Court Works - a man
named Healy has been severely
injured by a fall of coal. About a
dozen men from this one pit are now
unable to work from injuries received.
This is little better than being in the
trenches in the Crimea”.
and also on August 16, 1855;
“Mr. Hoof has died of apoplexy at
Madeley House, Kensington.
Originally a collier but having been
successful as a contractor in the
works of the Thames Tunnel and in
several railway undertakings, he
became a wealthy man and the owner
of a good deal of property at
Kensington, beside naming his own
villa after a Shropshire town.”

UK Mine Fatalities
The Chief Inspector of Mines
reported that after 4 years with no
mine fatalities in the UK there have
now been 5 since June 2006. Three
were in coal mines, 1 at Boulby Mine
and 1 at a stone mine. The Boulby
fatality was the 17th there since the
mine opened in the 1970s.

Clay Colliery Co.
The Clay Colliery Company Ltd., a
Shropshire company operated an
underground mine, the Lodge Drift
Mine, Long Lane, Pentre Broughton
at Wrexham and several opencast
sites around the UK including
Shropshire during the 1990s. It had a
very interesting logo on its letter-
head. Does anyone know of its
significance?

Also why Clay Colliery?

Dark Lane Grants!
Possible sources of grants for the
Dark Lane Memorial - The Heritage
Lottery has just awarded the “Coxley
Live Exhibition Group” near
Wakefield £30,000 to fund exhibitions
of oral history. The Group have
purchased recording equipment and
are now training people to ‘capture
the thoughts and feelings’ of local
people and  “finding out about such
things as the mining heritage of their
areas” (the information will be edited
and put into a community book or
CD). Also Wakefield Council has
Community Chest Grants on offer; in
a scheme called “Working on Cold
Coal”. It is seeking bids for up to
£1,000 to groups setting up projects
in former coal mining areas.

Future of Bog Mines 1949
On October 28th 1949 the
Shrewsbury Chronicle printed an item
about tests being carried out on the
water from the Boat Level to
determine whether the mineral in the
mines may be radioactive. There was
also concern about the recent closure
of the last mine in the area (Huglith
etc.), the need for Boat Level water as
a domestic supply (and that of Water
Cress Level - from Round Hill and
Pennerley Mine?) and whether
mineral still remained in the mines.

A meeting had been held in the Bog
Clubroom on October 20th when Mr.
Elliott (Council Surveyor) took the
chair. Also present were Councillors
Draper, Hamar, J.Evans, J.W.
Overton, W.Humphreys and
R.T.Oldfield. Mr. K.Habershon
represented the agents for the
Tankerville Joint Lordship Estates.
Mr. Morgan represented the
Malehurst Barytes Company. Also
present were “60 to 70 miners and ex-
miners”. A small committee was
formed after much deliberation but as

yet further information about the
results has not been found.

Freed Slave in Shropshire
Mine
A book has recently been
republished to mark the anniversary
of the abolition of slavery
“Interesting Narrative  & Other
Writings” by Olaudah Equiana (a
freed African slave) published by
Penguin Classics. In it is written, on
page 223, in 1783 - “I was led to go
down into a coal-pit in Shropshire,
but my curiosity nearly cost me my
life; for while I was in the pit the
coals fell in and buried one poor man
who was not far from me. Upon this I
got out as fast as I could, thinking
the surface of the earth the safest
part of it.”

That was 1783 but is reminiscent of
the incident supposed to have
occurred in 1808 at Madeley Wood -
see Below 2004.2, page 13, middle
paragraph.

Right: The Clay Colliery Company
letter-head
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In the last issue of ‘Below’ part 1
described our walk around the
Llanymynech limestone quarries and
kilns. Much of the coal to fuel the
lime kilns came from the Oswestry
coalfield within Trefonen and the
Morda valley so after lunch on the
canal at Llanymynech, with  Gordon
Hillier as our guide, we set off to seek
the remains of the Oswestry
Coalfield. The description below is
based on an article Gordon wrote for
the Oswestry Advertiser in 1999.

Oswestry’s Forgotten
Coalfield
Within a small area just south of
Oswestry, over 50 archaeological
sites still remain as evidence of a
once small but thriving coal mining
industry. The Oswestry & Border
History & Archaeological Group has
only recently formally recorded many
of these sites for the first time. When
shown this evidence, Mr Michael
Watson, the Head of Archaeology in
Shropshire County Council,
described the area as “very unusual
in that it is a microcosm of a still
preserved former industrial landscape
with sites encompassing all the
activities, albeit on a small scale,
associated with coal mining”.

Where was this coalfield? It existed
just south of Oswestry, mainly within
Trefonen and the Morda Valley
within an area roughly 3 miles by 2
miles in extent. As early as the 16th
Century, coal was extracted from thin
seams by surface workings and
bell pits. During the 18th and
19th Century, deeper shafts
were sunk. At its peak in the
middle of the 19th century it is
recorded that over 300 persons
were employed.

A total of over 40 shafts, from
quite shallow to a few over 600
feet in depth have now been
recorded, mainly from old maps
and documents, whilst some
can still be recognised from
small surface disturbances on
the ground. Many other
features associated with the
coal mining activities can also

be seen when walking the local
footpaths. The most prominent are
the spoil heaps (although nothing on
the same scale as can be seen when
travelling to the north towards
Wrexham). Still extant are earthworks
such as former outcrop workings and
bell pits feeder watercourses (one of
which is still known by some as the
‘Gutter’ in Trefonen), and an engine
house, stables and miners’ housing.
Clay was co-produced with the coal,
and remains of brickworks and a
pottery are also present.

Coal was dragged manually along
underground passages in small tubs
that were raised to the surface in
‘corves’, or baskets. It was
transported in wagons, much of it for
local use in lime-and brick-kilns, some
to Oswestry for local industries such
as the foundry (now Beauclerks) and
some via a horse-drawn plateway
(known locally as the Morda
Tramway) to the nearest loading
point on the Montgomery canal for
use further afield. Later, from 1860 the
area was connected southwards to
the main rail line at Whitehaven by a
full gauge railway. Remnants of these
transport systems can be seen, such
as loading wharves, trackways,
plateways, railways and associated
bridge crossings.

Coal ceased to be mined in the area
after 1891, mainly due to competition
from Midlands collieries with better
quality coal. Today, the rural
tranquillity of the area hides the small

but still significant signs of the
former industrial activity. Most
buildings were soon derelict and
removed or reverted to agricultural
use, and now only ‘humps and
bumps’ remain. Actual material
evidence of living and working
conditions of the population is
virtually absent. The Oswestry and
Border History & Archaeology
Group received an Oswestry Hills
Community Grant of £2000 for the
preservation of the top of a mine
shaft adjacent to the playing field in
Trefonen. This is now recognised as
an important and unique site in this
coalfield (see the lower photographs
on page 4), and an all-weather

The Llanymynech Limeworks Project & Oswestry Coalfield
Walk, 5th August 2007, Part 2 by Andy Wood
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information board has been installed. The contribution
of the coal mining industry to the growth of the local
economy in the 19th century has perhaps not been
sufficiently recognised. Together with limestone
quarrying, investment in these industries helped to
improve communications and the growth of the
Cambrian rail network. The resulting prosperity can be
seen in Oswestry’s buildings of the mid-18th century,
as for example the Victoria Rooms of 1864. This has
been described as a ‘glorious hotchpotch... built with a
confidence engendered by the railway boom under
conditions of stability and civic pride’.

 Gordon Hillier,  19th Dec. 1999

The Tour Continued
On our way to Trefonen, we passed the pub where the
miners were paid and we briefly stopped to observe the
spoil heap from the Pen-y-Lan colliery, visible behind a
house across the valley. As the mine was not very
deep, the drainage was achieved using a simple coalmill
– a water driven, wheel powered rod pumping system.
A little further along the road, we passed the only
remaining engine house in the district, now a dwelling
at Coed-y-Go.

We parked at the isolated site of Trefonen cemetery,
itself established on a spoil heap and immediately
noticed coal fragments in the cultivated soil of the
garden. Across the road, we went into a field showing
many signs of early period coal workings – but
fortunately occupied only by sheep and cows, not the
much feared fierce bull! To the west, Gordon pointed
out the region where the coal seams outcropped, with
the line of Offa’s Dyke showing on the horizon of our
view.  Various ‘humps and bumps’ could be seen
scattered over this field - evidence related to shallow
mining activities including small structures and ‘gin
wheel’ platforms. As the measures dipped to the east,
the pits were becoming deeper towards the road and we
visited a series of adjacent bellpits where the shafts
were recorded to reach 60-100 ft in depth.

The field does not appear ever to have been ‘improved’
or ploughed because of the relics and its unevenness
so it has considerable archaeological importance. The
line of cottages at the edge of this field is named
Pottery Cottages and it is known that there must have
been one there in the early 1800’s using the clay found
with the coal. Gordon showed us some pottery
fragments found a few years ago in the cottage
gardens.

The other notable feature in this field is ‘The Gutter’.
As there was no local water supply to this area, a feed
was taken via a sluice from the brook and The Gutter
was cut to serve the early development in Trefonen –
the pits and associated brick and pottery works. Within

The Llanymynech Limeworks Project & Oswestry Coalfield
Walk, 5th August 2007, Part 2 by Andy Wood, continued ...

Ty-Gwyn, a former mine engine house at Coed-y-Go

The group in the field by Pottery Cottages.

Above: Top of one of the shafts of Trefonen Old Colliery
shaft. Unfortunately the safety fence obstructs the view
somewhat.

Left: The mine
truck donated
by the SMT
and situated
by the shaft at
Trefonen Old
Colliery.
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decamped with all speed to the
Cambrian railway at Llynclys junction
where we first slaked our ‘thirst’ - for
some with tea and others an ice
cream and then enjoyed a brief return
trip on their DMU to round off an
excellent day.

Thanks
We are greatly indebted to club
member Gordon Hillier for giving up
his day on our behalf, his superb
discourse and knowledge on all
aspects of the subject area and
particularly for the excellent
handouts with detailed maps,
drawings and photographs of key
sites. A set of these has been lodged
in the club library for the future
benefit of all club members.
 

Participants
Andrew Wood , Steve Dewhirst,
Mike Worsfold, Eileen Bowen,
Natasha Bridges, David Adams,
Margaret Robson, Arthur Boston,
Marian Boston, Gordon Hillier, his
sister Jane and John Morris from the
archaeological group, plus a couple
from the Wildlife Trust.

Text: Andrew Wood – with liberal use
of data and material from others.

All photographs: Andrew Wood

If you missed the tour, many of the
sites are visited in the DVD made for
NAMHO 2006: “Mining in the
Landscape”. Kelvin

a few years it was extended NE to the
Trefarclawdd pits and eastwards to
the Coed-y-Go area. In order to
distribute the available water to the
various workings, it appears that the
artificial pond pointed out to us in
the field adjacent to the junction of
the Morda/Trefonen road, was a
holding pond constructed for this
purpose with a sluice gate.

Returning to the vehicles, we
travelled a little further up the road
into Trefonen before parking beside
the playing fields and negotiating our
way over their rather uneven surface
to the spoil heap of the Old Trefonen
Colliery. This operated between 1869
and 1880 and, together with the New
Trefonen Colliery (1880-1891), which
replaced it, was one of the three
centres making up the late phase of
the industrial period. Production is
estimated to have been about 5,000
tons per year from the 260ft deep
shaft.

There is a fenced enclosure with an
interpretation board and an SMT
supplied mine truck at the shaft collar
as a preservation project.

Interestingly, nearby lie the grinding
stones from a pan mill used to crush
and prepare the clay won with the
coal and probably used as the raw
material by the local Coed-y-Go
brickworks. Looking across the road,
the spoil heaps of the New Trefonen
Colliery can be seen in front of a
modern bungalow.

After a brief discussion as to whether
we had all earned a cup of tea, we

The Llanymynech Limeworks Project & Oswestry Coalfield
Walk, 5th August 2007, Part 2 by Andy Wood, continued ...

Industrial railway wagons on the Cambrian Railway at Llynclys Junction
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Mining Incidents in Shropshire No. 7 - Inrush of Water at
Madeley Wood Colliery, December 1961, by Ivor Brown

The Kemberton Pit of Madeley
Wood Colliery did not normally have
water problems at depth, although
some water did seep out of fractures
in the coal seams in the top-half of
the Productive Measures from about
the Viger Seam upwards.

The water accumulated in the old
workings and seeped out into
neighbouring workings. In the early
1960s the NCB decided to open up
faces in the Viger Seam at the end of
the recently completed ‘locomotive
road’ about 2 miles from pit bottom.
Although at pit bottom this horizon-
mining type roadway was at the Little
Flint level (bottom-most seam at the
colliery) because of the Northeasterly
dip of the seams it was at the level of
the Top Coal at its end, and the Viger
Seam lay at some depth below it. The
two end roads of the new face
therefore accessed the seam by
means of steep inclines at right
angles to the loco road (see Figure 1).

The Viger face was developed during
Autumn 1961 and although the seam
was only 28in. thick it had been
decided to make it the pit’s first fully-
mechanised ‘power loaded’ face. For
this a German “fast” plough had been
chosen which did not require any
undercutting, blasting or manual coal
getting. The machine was simply like
an old type rope-driven ‘steam’
plough, using instead an electric
drive at one end and a chain for
haulage. The plough actually rode on
the side of an armoured chain
conveyor.

The plough would ‘slice’ up to 6
inches off the coal face on each pass
both down and up the face and the
coal would fall onto the conveyor.
Several ‘cuts’ would be taken each
hour and men would only be needed
to advance the conveyor and
hydraulic roof supports using fitted
hydraulic rams (Figure 2).

The face started off reasonably well
but the main problem was the
movement of men along the face in
the very restricted space. With a
nominal thickness cut of 28 inches,
with roof bars taking up 5 inches in
the roof and the rams at floor level
taking up another 5 inches, only
about 18 inches remained for
travelling in. In practice the height
was often so restricted that flame
safety lamps could not be carried
vertically (when tipped sideways
passing through the face the flame
was extinguished).

The face was about 120 yards long
and with the advancing roadways the
face deputy could not do his rounds
in the specified legal period, so that
two deputies had to be appointed,
one for each ‘end’. The writer was
one of these, at the tail ‘end’ with the
electric motor drive. Life was a
struggle, but possible, for young and
thin persons, but it was also hot,
dusty and initially very dry.

By November 1961 the pit
management announced that the
colliery was now achieving 34 cwt.

per man per shift overall, half a cwt.
above the pits previous record and
far more than the average for the
NCB West Midlands Divisions’ 50
pits, which was 32.8 cwt. (Granville
was better still at 37 cwt.). Then in
December water started to trickle
down the face at the ‘motor’ or ‘tail’
end. At first it was only enough to
soften the thick hard clay floor, but
this was sufficient to cause the
conveyor which supported the
plough to sink. The plough was now
cutting in clay rather than coal and
coal production and quality declined
considerably.

As Christmas approached it got
much wetter and all the men were
supplied with waterproof suits.
These were uncomfortable and
useless since when working flat-out
the water ran in at the neck and out
of the trouser bottoms. Water flow
increased and accumulation began.
At first the great fear was to keep the
water out of the electric motor which
was only about 3 inches from the
floor. Channels were dug and clay
bunds formed but those became
insufficient to keep out the water, so
trenches and ponds were needed to
hold the water while a pump was
obtained and rushed in from the
surface.

Shotholes were being drilled in the
floor not to soften it, but to blast the
water into the air to keep it in
suspension, thus keeping the level
down. Men (and the shotfirer i.e. the

Figure 1
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Deputy!) worked in a
constant downpour
throwing the clay
into the waste (try
digging a hole when
lying flat-out in
water). The conveyor
could not be
operated just in case
the water reached the
motor.

An even greater fear
was that the rush of
water could at any
time become a major
inrush and under the
conditions of very
restricted space,
working flat-out and
with a steep incline to travel, any
quick retreat for workmen was
impossible.

By Christmas Eve (Sunday night) a
pump was working and the water was
being pumped up to the mains on the
loco road, but the pump had to be
kept going continuously. Water
input had not yet diminished, but
was stable in quantity. Holiday work
was necessary with a pumpman to
monitor the pump and a Deputy to
maintain examinations in case of
injury, poor air, strata instability or
increased water input. This was done
on a 12 hour shift basis. The writer
and his pumper drew the short straw
for Christmas Day afternoon, 2.00pm
to 2.00am (Boxing day). This was to
have been the writer’s first Christmas
lunch with his fiance’s family which
they eventually agreed to bring
forward to 12 noon - although this
early start was never really forgiven,
this broke their late lunch tradition!

At Kemberton Pit only the winding
engineman and a banksman were on
duty on the surface and,
underground, only the Deputy and
his pumpmen - and there was over
300 yards vertical and over 2 miles
horizontal between them. There was
no telephone or any other
communication between the
surfacemen and the men at the face.
It was a cold, damp and eerie 12

Mining Incidents in Shropshire No. 7 - Inrush of Water at
Madeley Wood Colliery, December 1961, continued ...

hours with only mice and the
occasional strata bump for company,
but the weekend passed without
problems. Pumping continued and
water input eventually subsided.

Early in January 1962 this Viger face
was abandoned ‘because of floor
lift’, the rising of the foot clays which
reduced further the working height.
The plough, as a cutter loading
machine never did attain its
expectation. Fortunately another face
was ready in the Viger Seam and it

was decided to fit this up with a light-
framed bottom-loaded belt conveyor
in conjunction with a Huwood
Buttock Loader. The complete face
could be equipped in a few days, the
loader being very light and
manoeuvrable (Figure 3).

Problems arose even here however,
the machine never worked
successfully, but this might perhaps
make another story sometime. For a
while the pit had to return to 100%
manual loading.

Figure 2

Figure 3
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As the unsuspecting recipient of the
Golden Nut Award on the occasion
of its presentation for the 12th  time, it
was suggested to me that I ought to
research the history of this fine
trophy. Each year at the club dinner,
it is given by the holder to the
individual in the club he or she
deems justifies the award ‘for
meritorious service’.

The Nut itself is a large handmade,
left hand thread, steel nut used to
hold down the winder at Littleton
colliery near Cannock and salvaged
from the stores there in 1996 by Mike
Moore and Nick Southwick.  Stuart
Tomlins had arranged for the club to
have access to the site the day
before demolition work started.

I understand that Malcolm Newton
had suggested the idea of mounting
it on a plinth and using it as a trophy.
Nick cleaned the nut, sprayed it gold,
fixed it to a block of polished
mahogany and called it the Golden
Nut award - to be presented to the
person either doing the daftest thing
during the year or putting the
greatest effort into Club activities. A
series of engraved plaques is
mounted around the plinth carrying
the name of each recipient together
with the year.

1996 Adrian Pearce
Adrian has no recollection of ever
having been given this award but he
was secretary in that year and had

worked hard to get the ‘Mining in
Shropshire’ book out, plus he
organised the whole of the NAMHO
conference at Lilleshall.

1997 Eileen Bowen
Eileen was given it in remembrance of
being lowered through a tight
opening at the Wynd, near
Lightmoor (only Ben Shaw had got
through before her, I hear, and she
famously asked for another six
inches. This was at a time when she
was still a bit of a novice, rather than
the hardened veteran she is now.

1998 Stuart Tomlins
Although a long time ago, Stuart
believes it was given to him for
scrounging a 65 ton winding engine
from the Coal Authority, dismantling
it and saving it for posterity. It is
believed that at the time, everyone
thought he was a bit on the eccentric
side and the only one daft enough to
do it!

1999 Andy Yapp
When Andy was on a Nenthead trip
he managed, in a less than sober
moment, to (accidentally??)
appropriate a pair of Eileen’s knickers
and wore them as his own until they
were seen on his washing line in
Snailbeach and he became known as
the Snailbeach transvestite!

2000 Steve Holding
Steve maintains that it was all too
long ago and he cannot remember
why he was awarded the trophy.
However, it seems that he was as
active in the club then as he still is
now and so was rewarded with the

Nut for his persistent organisational
skills in arranging many club trips
and outings.

2001 Alan Taylor
Following the County Council site
work at Snailbeach in the mid 90s,
when access was again available to
the SCMC, various routes previously
unknown to club members were
explored. However club members
eventually found a way down to the
112 yard level and a connection to
Chapel Shaft.

“I was very interested in what was
going on and expressed a desire to
see what was there for myself, but I
felt it was a little too much to attempt.
However some time later Neil
Rushton was arranging trips and on
one occasion asked if I was still
interested, so a firm date was fixed.

Some SRT practice was carried out in
the Barytes working and regular step-
ups (into the hundreds) took place at
our back door. The day eventually
arrived; the club winch was used to
the 40 yard level, then the usual route
to the 112 yard level.

Unfortunately, the water in the 112
yard level was high, (about 5 feet). A
little way along the level the roof
came down to the water and progress
was not possible.

The whole trip had obviously been
planned with care, and, yes it was
noticed that respect for age had
occurred and unmentioned
precautions had been taken. The
award was presented to me, simply
being the oldest person to get down
to the 112 yard level.” Alan Taylor

The History of the Golden Nut
Collated and edited by Andrew Wood

Detail of the Main Plaque on the Nut (Andy Wood)

Side view of the Nut (Andy Wood)
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2002 David Adams
“I was presented with the ‘Golden
Nut’ for founding the Club exactly
forty years and one month earlier on
6th September 1961.” David Adams

2003 Peter Eggleston
Peter was awarded the Nut in
recognition of his many years work
video recording mining matters for
posterity. The ‘underground’ titles in
I.A.’s catalogue were often made
with a lot of help from SCMC
members. At the same time many club
trips and other trips with club
members all over the UK and abroad
were filmed in more or less detail and
the footage preserved in the archive.
(For example - Cornwall, Ireland,
Nenthead, Spain, Germany, Poland,
Wales, North Yorkshire, Forest of
Dean, Scotland, Peak District, Devon,
Bath, loads of coal mines, etc. etc.:-
working and disused mines, above
and below ground.)

He also developed the unique
MineCam and Borg cameras. The
MineCam has been used to
investigate several Shropshire shafts,
such as Ramsden, Spring Vein and
Chapel. The Borg has been used on
club trips in Cornwall and at Parys
mountain.

Sales of the tapes via I.A.’s website
and particularly face-to-face at public
events such as open days, heritage
days, steam rallies including Onslow
Park and various NAMHO
conferences (culminating in last
year’s hugely popular one of
course); has helped to publicise the
club for many years.

2004 Kelvin Lake
“When I had to nominate the next
victim there were many choices of
course, but it would be difficult to
ignore Kelvin’s editorship of ‘Below’
for so many years. ‘Below’ has been
the flagship of the club since Kelvin
started it. Many members are content
to receive ‘Below’ as their only
contact with SCMC activities. The
standard has improved every year
and must now have the best
combination of print and
photographic quality together with
content, of any underground club
publication.”  Peter Eggleston

2005 Mike Worsfold
“I gave the award to Mike because of
all the work he had put in to club
explorations and trips over the
previous years. On many occassions
he would lead the way bolting and
rigging as he went, and it was un-
usual not to find him at the ‘sharp
end’! Many of the SRT routes we
now use in Snailbeach and other
mines are down to Mike ” Kelvin

2006 Ian Cooper
“I gave it to Ian C for similar reasons,
and because of all the other things he
does for the club, and nobody says
thank you.” Mike Worsfold

2007 Andrew Wood
 “Andy was awarded the nut
following 12 months of what I felt to
be meritorious service towards the
club by agreeing (perhaps foolishly)
to manage NAMHO delegate
bookings, which was a thankless task
ably performed, resulting in happy
delegates and a trouble free
conference at Llangollen. On top of
this He’d had frequent involvement
with club activities, and willingly
taken up the secretary’s role and
post of trip organiser.” Ian Cooper

The History of the Golden Nut
continued ...

2008 Gareth Rushton
Having attained the grand old age of
15?, Gareth became seriously active
in the club this year and regularly
came to training sessions at
Snailbeach in the winter months.
After some practice, he set off for the
40yd level. At the intermediate level,
where the Y hang requires one to
step out over the abyss, instead of
gently lowering himself down, he
jumped off the edge!! Fortunately, he
is not very heavy and all the ropes
and hangers held – but he won’t do it
again!

As a result, and because his father
has previously experienced a
‘moment’ at the same spot, this pitch
has now been officially christened
‘Rushton’s Leap’ with a laminated
label declaring its name. For this leap
of faith, he becomes this year’s
Golden Nut and he must certainly be
the youngest to receive it.

Peter Eggleston
at the 2002
Annual Dinner
after receiving
the Golden
Nut

(Kelvin Lake
- IAR)

Right: The Sign at
“Rushton’s Leap”,
placed in Snailbeach,
April 2007.

(Kelvin Lake - IAR)

Gareth Rushton, the latest recipient
of the Golden Nut at the 2007 Club
Dinner. (Kelvin Lake - IAR)
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NAMHO Conference
4th - 6th July 2007

A large contingent of Club
members made it to this years
NAMHO Conference at
Morwellham Quay Museum,
organised by the Tamar Mining
Group. The conference was
centred around the museum
buildings, although once people
had registered they didn’t tend
to return to the reception to look
at the display stands - preferring
to go to the pub for something to
eat and drink instead .. strange that!
Quite a few Club members opted to
camp on the museum site, with others
in B&B’s nearby.

The Museum allowed all delegates
free access to the museum exhibits
and attractions and it was
interesting to see how things
had changed and improved
around the site since I first
visited the museum in 1976 !
Probably the biggest change has
been to the mine train tour into
Wheal Charlotte to see a
reconstructed underground
waterwheel - this didn’t exist back
then (the tour and the wheel!).

For most Club members it was the
trips that proved the biggest
attraction, with small groups taking
part in most of the trips
(underground and surface) that were
on offer. This covered a wide area,
ranging Eastwards to the wilds of
Dartmoor and Westwards to the Kit
Hill  area in Cornwall with additional
trips following the conference to
King Edward, South Crofty, and
Geevor Mines in ‘deepest’ Cornwall.

The most popular underground trips
of the conference had to be those
into Devon Great Consols,
unfortunately because they were so
popular this meant a lot of waiting
around at the top and bottom of
pitches. On the Saturday those of us
at the back of the queue for Wheal
Frementor, a mine driven into the
granite (rather than Killas) by the
River Tamar on the edge of the DGC
sett and last worked in the 1920s for
Wolfram, had to wait for nearly 2
hours to abseil in, only to find the
underground section took about 15

Above: Views of Morwellham Quay Museum. In the centre the Ship Inn
scene of the sinking of many pints (until they ran out!) as demonstrated by
Ian and Mike Davies (left) and (right) the camp site (Andy Wood)

Right: Mine truck on raised tramway
across Morwellham Quay (Andy
Wood)

Below: Visitors on the Wheal
George & Charlotte mine train
(Peter Eggleston - I.A.Recordings)

Right: The Hydro-electric
power plant at Morwellham,
powered by water from the
Tavistock Canal.
(Peter Eggleston-I.A.Recordings

Footage recorded during the
conference will appear in a ‘soon’
to be released DVD.)
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minutes to explore before we had to
wade out through thigh deep water,
then wait on the surface for another 2
hours before we could get into DGC!

Unfortunately the batteries in my
Firefly salve unit decided this was
the weekend to go ‘flat’ so
underground photography proved a
little difficult. However one
advantage of all the people in DGC
was that when you were waiting at
the top or bottom of the 2 main
pitches you could look down on the
distant lights of others exploring the
huge stope that forms the main
chamber of the mine and get some
amazing glimpses of the surviving
timbers and a real feel for the size of
the place. However it did mean that
we didn’t manage to get out until
gone 7pm, so by the time we’d
washed, changed and got back to the
museum most of the food had gone -
at least I managed to make up for it
on Sunday evening!

Other members made trips into
Bedford United a major Copper mine
dating back to at least the early 18th
Century which worked 5 lodes and
also produced large amounts of
arsenic, wolfram and tin. Bedford
Consols a 19th Century copper and
arsenic producer with a delightful
deep, wet, ochreous adit entrance,
was last worked in the 1920s.

Members Hugh and Trish Browning
were leading the Ding Dong
Exchange, an interesting vertical trip
with over 100 foot pitches to
negotiate. Some prospecting took
place at the mine in the 1970s,
although the main productive period
was in the 19th Century when it was
worked for copper, tin, wolfram and
mispickle.

Most members managed to visit
Virtuous Lady mine, a copper mine
reputed to have been worked as far
back as Elizabethan times. In the late
19th Century it was worked for
copper and arsenic. At one time due
to it’s mineralogy it was even worked
for specimens, although there is little
to see today. Due to the flat nature of
the lode the workings have

NAMHO Conference
4th - 6th July 2007, continued ..

Above: Abseiling into Frementor and a drive pulley and shaft in the
workings. (Kelvin Lake - IAR)

Left: Some of the
timbering in Devon
Great Consols.
(Kelvin Lake - IAR)

Above: Rails and a ladderway in Bedford Consols.
Below: Mike and Ian Davies preparing for Bedford United and a wooden
launder inside the mine. (Andy Wood)
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developed as a complex series of
chambers and passages, giving lots
of crawling practice! Probably the
most arduous part of this trip was the
steep walk down the hillside to the
river from the field at the top of the
hill where we had to park.

Attempts to visit the Excelsior
Tunnel took an unexpected twist,
when having obtained official
permission delegates arrived at the
tunnel entrance to find new locks
fitted to the substantial gate and the
entrance securely bolted. To get
inside a ‘Cornish’ limbo dance had to
be performed under the gate through
the drainage channel.

Great Rock Mine near Bovey Tracey,
Devon which worked Micaeceous
haematite until 1969 was an easier
trip, but interesting as it is one of the
few iron mines that once worked in
this part of Devon that is still
accessible - the haematite was used
by paint manufacturers to produce
marine paint. In the 1960s and 70s
Brixham harbour was full of brightly
painted coloured test panels from the
Brixham Paint factory.

Despite the wet weather several
members took part in surface walks
around East Kit Hill and the Luckett
Valley, Kelly Mine (to see the
dressing plant working),
Eylesborough Mine (an exposed site
high up on Dartmoor) and along the
Tavistock Canal.

Overall a very enjoyable weekend
with lots to see and explore.
Congratulations to the Tamar Mining
Group on an excellent conference
despite all the problems they suffered
behind the scenes.

Kelvin

NAMHO Conference
4th - 6th July 2007, continued ..

Above left: A delegate doing the ‘Cornish’ limbo into the Excelsior Tunnel.
Above right: The haulage incline at Kelly Mine in action.
Below: Views of the Kelly Mine Californian stamps (Peter Eggleston - IAR)

Above: Entering an adit at Great Rock-Shiny Ore Mine (Peter Eggleston - IAR)

Above: Andy Wood
leaving Virtuous Lady
Mine. (Kelvin Lake - IAR)

Left: Taking advantage
of the sun to dry kit in
the field above Virtuous
Lady Mine (Andy Wood)

Above: Gig at King Edward Mine.
(Andy Wood)
Below: The rare, surviving round-
frame at King Edward Mine.
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METRO Hole
A hole opened up on the 19th
October, during rush hour, alongside
the track of the METRO east of
Northumberland Park Station
resulting in the suspension of
services in both directions between
Benton and Shiremoor.

The subsidence also caused old mine
workings to be uncovered in the
same area. Mining engineers were
called to the site and claimed the
work could take several weeks and
will involved dismantling the
overhead power lines and track to
allow the work to take place. To ease
disruption to passengers extra Metro
trains were run between Shiremoor
and St. James, via Wallsend, for
passengers from Monkseaton and
Whitley Bay into Newcastle.

Nothern Echo, Friday 19th October
Submitted by Alan Vickers

Update
Alan further reports that the hole was
filled with concrete and trains started
to run again on Thursday 25th
October, it would seem that the job
was not as difficult as they initially
thought.

Library Additions
Subterranea Britannica Handbook -
a glossy A5 booklet produced to
provide a reference bringing together
all aspects of the Society’s work.
Includes the Society constitution
(when did you last see a copy of
ours?) and copies of their email list
Acceptable Use Policy.

Mendip Caving Group News No.344,
August 2007: Includes updates on
the exploration progress in Upper
Flood following the discovery of new
leads earlier this year.

No.345, October 2007: More
updates and trip reports into Upper
Flood - plus pictures of the newly
discovered Pom-pom formations.

Mendip Caving Group - A
Retrospective View, MCG
Occasional Publication No.5, 2007.
A round-up of reports, stories and
trip reports - including “Expeditions
and Holidays - the first 50 years” (the
club was formed in 1954), plus a nice
colour section of photographs  from
around Britain and Europe.

North Wales Caving Club
Newsletter, September-October
2007, issue 302. Trips reports and
news from North Wales, including a
trip into Park Mine.

National UK Cave
Heritage Centre
Representatives from NAMHO and
BCRA with the support of Leeds
University and Natural England are in
talks with the landowner of
Threshfield Quarries near
Grassington, Yorkshire with a view to
trying to establish a National Cave
Heritage Centre. If agreements are
reached a joint Heritage Lottery Fund
bid would be submitted.

The moves follows the loss (both
partial and total) of a number of
collections of cave related material
(photographs, log books, notes and
memorabilia). As a start a Cave
Heritage Fund was launched at this
years National Caving Conference
‘Hidden Earth’, with the aim of
creating a purpose built centre to
preserve cave related materials.

News Round-Up 2

NAMHO 2008
“Mines, People, and Industries” is to
be held at the Scottish Mining
Museum, Lady Victoria Colliery,
Newton Grange, Midlothian over the
weekend 11th to 13th July 2008.

The musuem has been under threat
of closure in recent years, needing
over £2 million to repair buildings
and make public areas safe. However
in October following a public vote it
came in the top ten of the most
treasured places in Scotland.
Hopefully this will make the Scottish
Executive look favourably on the site,
in recent years they have reduced
funding to industrial heritage sites
and appear to have concentrated on
more ‘populist’ spending (free
prescriptions, tuition fees etc.).

Views of South Crofty
from NAMHO 2007

The
electric
winder

Andy Wood
after a quick
spin on the
winder

The Forges in the engineering
workshops.

South Crofty dump truck.

Underground timbering on the tour,
South Crofty.
(All pictures this page Andy Wood)
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One Wednesday evening in September, a visit was made
to Crows Nest Dingle, originally part of Central
Snailbeach mine, which had not been visited by the club
for some time – so long, in fact, that Steve had forgotten
where the adit was and no one else had been there
before!

The bulk of the party met up at the Snailbeach car park
and walked along the old railway to Crows Nest Dingle.
At this point, Steve’s phone rang as some late and lost
Rushtons could not find us! Once they had parked at
Pete Lee’s house and dressed up, we plunged into the
Dingle, pausing only for the Coyles to convince the
landowner that we meant no harm! We came to a large
and obvious spoil heap at track level but whatever adit
there was, had clearly been filled in. Steve remembered
that access was via an adit higher up the hill and outside
the woodland so we split up and spread out along and
across the hillside.

Some considerable time later, the resourceful Emma
located the spot – right back immediately above the
original spoil heap, but still in cover, so the hot and
sweaty group re-assembled while a spot of breaking and
entering was conducted. It proved possible to remove a
crossbar, with the tools thoughtfully brought along by
Steve, but this still left a fairly narrow gap through which
we had to squeeze. All went well, until it was Neal’s turn,
when it proved that the gap was inadequately sized!
Actually, it was the battery box that kept catching and
arresting his progress but it did take several attempts and
a change of angle of attack before he was safely inside.

The adit is dry and goes straight in for about 40yds
before striking the fault and then turning sharp right
along the vein, which seemed to have been very narrow.
After around 60 yards the level crosses the vein and then
comes to a winze; on the other side of the winze, the level
is supposed to continue for 100yds to a blockage, but we
did not attempt to cross to the other side. After some
rigging from the spits present, the newly trained Pete Lee
volunteered to make the descent. He reported that, after a
short distance (probably about 50ft), he hit bottom and
there was nothing interesting to be seen, although short
levels ran each way along the line of the vein above.
Presumably, it had been hoped that the vein continued in
depth rather than petering out.

No one else could be persuaded to descend, so we de-
rigged and made for the pub.The exit was quickly
accomplished and the protective fencing re-instated
before we descended the hill with ease in the dark, only a
short distance to where we started looking!

Participants:
Steve Holding, Ian Davies, Neal Rushton, Gareth
Rushton, Andy Coyle, Emma Coyle, Pete Lee, Andy
Wood.

Crows Nest Dingle
by Andy Wood

Ian Davies ‘breaking in’ !

Pete Lee & Andy Coyle, uncertain whether to leave!

Pete Lee - Success? (Well he got back to the surface!)

Ian Davies, showing how it should be done.

All pictures: Andy Wood
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Spot the Members!

Not forgetting the big guy ... no I mean the bloke on the left !

Bog-brush the Elf ?

Air-traffic control Elf ?

Yes, we need a special ‘Santa’
corridor through UK air-space

Santa’s Little
Helper?

Come in an see me some time!

Ho - Ho - HO !

The group of Santa’s helpers in Day
Level after the 2006 ‘Santa in the Mine’
day for local Snailbeach children.
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Christmas Puzzles

C X Z G D R O F D E B I R O N
O C H R E A X U N I T E D L P
R O B E P M I C A E C E O U S
N N J A Y A K E L L Y X T C M
W S E T I T A M E A H C I K O
A O F R E M E N T O R E N E R
L L H C E N Y M Y N A L L T W
L S L Y T F O R C Q V S K T E
E D W A R D T S F G N I K P L
N E I G D S Q U O Z N O K L L
I V N N E Y S U O U T R I V H
M O G W G W H E A L T H T K A
D N S Q N N I W A L K H A M M
R O V E E G P T R E F O N E N

Wordsearch
This year’s word search is
rather ‘packed’ and full of 35
words from this issue of
‘Below’.

To help you and to reduce
the risk of seasonal brain
injury the words you need to
find are listed below.

Cornwall,    Devon,
Ship,   Inn,   Morwellham,
Great,  Consols, Bedford,
United,   Frementor,
Wheal,   Ochre,
Micaeceous,   Haematite,
Tin,   Tamar,   Kit,   Hill,
Ding,   Dong,   South,
Crofty,   King,   Edward,
Geevor,   Walkham,
Luckett,   Excelsior,
Virtuous,   Lady,   Kelly,
Mine,    Llanymynech,
Oswestry,   Trefonen

Spot the Difference
After the trauma of the wordsearch
unwind by spotting the 10
differences between the two
pictures on the right .....

Cheers

Kelvin

..... some are omissions
others are additions ....
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A Christmas Special - Pit Canaries
by Ivor Brown

Canaries do not seem to have played
much part in Shropshire mining
history, but they have appeared in a
couple of photographs of rescue
teams at Shropshire mines. No one
seems to be sure as to when it was
first realised that a mouse or a bird
would become unconscious before a
human did in atmospheres containing
the products of incomplete
combustion. Certainly by the end of
the 1800s there was discussion on
which was best for the purpose, a
mouse or a canary and in 1911 the
following appears in the Coal Mines
Act.

“Reg. 142(c). There shall be provided
and maintained at every mine which
maintains a rescue brigade or
brigades - two or more small birds or
mice for testing for carbon
monoxide”.

The Act also formalised the setting
up of volunteer Rescue Teams at all
the larger collieries and at collieries
too, small birds or mice had to be
kept in readiness for use.

Both mice and small birds show the
affects of inhalation of carbon
dioxide gas quicker than a man, in
fact it has been shown that a bird will
be affected in about one tenth of the
time necessary to affect a man. For
example the carbon monoxide
concentration which produces a
blood saturation of 15% in a man will
render a bird helpless in 12 minutes ,
whilst a man will not at this level feel
any definite symptoms. Birds seem to
have been used in Shropshire in
preference to mice, since a bird will
fall off it’s perch when it
becomes helpless, a
mouse in this condition
could mistakenly appear
as if it was taking a quiet
rest in the corner of the
cage.

Small aviaries were
constructed on the
surface in a special room
with no draughts. The
one at Kemberton Pit was
in the small structure to

the front of the building in
photograph 2 . These rooms were
usually close to the winding engine
so that the winding engineman, often
the only surface man on duty at
weekends, could keep an eye on the
birds and feed them. This was so at
Kemberton and, during the week, the
aviary was cleaned and maintained
by one of the permanent surface
workers on “light work” following a
pit accident. (The writer’s
grandfather had this task in the early
1940s). Many miners had experience
of caring for birds since they kept
pigeons at home or had a cage of
birds of their own. The birds normally
used were ordinary canaries.

When in use the canaries would be
carried in a specially built small cage
with doors and an oxygen-cylinder
attached. Most were fully enclosed in
order to reduce draughts to which
the birds were not accustomed. In the
writer’s time at Kemberton canaries
were never carried in practices or
tests since it was said that birds
always caught pneumonia and died
after such an outing, even if they
survived the pit gases. However,
elsewhere in the country there were
occasions when birds had to be
carried (such as at Lowca Colliery,
Cumberland in 1946 - see photograph
3).

Above: Typical ‘Feathered Gas Detector’.
Right: from NCB Handbook on Mine Gases.
Left:  from ‘Breathing in Irrespirable Atmospheres’ by R.H.Davies, Siebe Gorman & Co. Ltd.

Photograph 1: Granville Colliery Rescue Team c1970/71

Note: The Canary in a cage (circled) in front of the second rescueman from
the left, front row.
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Table 1
Results of Burrell’s CO tests on canaries

CO% 0.09 - Very slight distress at end of one hour
CO% 0.12 - Weaker at end of one hour than after 0.09%
CO% 0.15 - Distress in three minutes. Fell from perch in 18 minutes.
CO% 0.20 - Distress in 1.5 minutes. Fell from perch in 5 minutes.
CO% 0.25 - Fell from perch in 2.5 minutes.

from Peels’s Mining Engineers Handbook, issued 1963.

Once underground a rescue team
carrying birds (in recent years at least
two where taken in separate cages,
but three were recommended). They
would leave one at their fresh air
base underground to ensure that
conditions there could be monitored,
another would be left if possible as a
spare. The third would be carried in
with the team on their exploration or
other work, so far as it was felt
unnecessary to put on breathing
equipment. The results of a gassy
atmosphere on a bird are shown in
table 1.

All the larger Shropshire mines had
canaries until they closed since it
was not until the mid 1980s that the
legislation requiring them was
changed, despite the fact that other
means for gas measurement had been
developed in the 1950s and 60s.
During the 1950s a ‘pallado-sulphite
tube’, which had yellow powder that
turned black in the gas, was used and
in the 1960s an “electronic canary”
looking like a safety lamp but with a
bleeper rather than a flame was
produced. The writer remembers a
former Club President, David Corbyn,
who worked at English Electric,
Stafford, demonstrating an English
Electric patent “canary” at a Club
meeting.

In 1986 the NCB announced that it
was “phasing out” at least 200
canaries and from this time several
mining museums have claimed to
have on display “the last canaries at
British mines”. The National Mining
Museum at Wakefield still has
several canaries in it’s lamp room -
and a postcard can be purchased
showing one of these birds named
‘Yellow Peril’ after its colour. (This
was also the nickname given to the
regular production instruction
supplied to
managers by the
NCB in the 50s to
70s).

Legally canaries
(and mice) seem to
have been formally
retired in 1995 when
the Mines’ Escape
and Rescue
Regulations failed

Photograph 2: Kemberton Mine pit head 1967
The Aviary is the single storey white building behind the miner. The
same building appears on a 1947 photograph, but with a hip-roof
and chimney.

Photograph 3: Rescuer with 2 canaries, 1946
One canary was gassed, the other survived, after the
Lowca Colliery explosion 1946.
Original: Yorkshire Post, reprinted in Whitehaven Museum
Publication ‘Lowca Colliery Explosion 1946’.

to list them as a necessity in the
items to be retained at central rescue
stations and at mines.

Other birds have been seen in British
pits, at Kemberton for example, it was
quite common to see a sparrow in the
pit bottom area 364 yards down a
vertical shaft. They have however
never been seen leaving by this
route. It is presumed they flew into
old workings and died.

“Mouse gas
detector”. From
‘Breathing in Irrespirable
Atmospheres’ by
R.H.Davies, Siabe
Gorman & Co. Ltd.

A Christmas Special - Pit Canaries
by Ivor Brown, continued ...

Dead and Alive



“Below” 2007.4 19

After the August bank holiday, a
Wednesday evening trip was made
to Rhadley mine, which operated
between 1854 and 1935 but produced
the meagre amount of 6,970 tons of
barytes.

It was a lovely sunny evening as we
walked down the track in search of
the entrance. Steve Holding was the
only one present who had been
before and that was some
considerable time previously, so
some hunting about in the
undergrowth was undertaken until
Emma Coyle found the spot, right
under a large silver birch tree, just as
Steve said it would be!

As we entered the mine, your
correspondent’s freshly recharged
LED caving lamp declined to operate,
so a quick return to the vehicle for a
different light was made as the
rigging was put in place for the
descent. Both Pete Lee (from Crows
Nest Dingle) and Harvey Sunderland
(from Peterborough), had received
only one night’s SRT training (on the
previous evening) so this was a new
experience for them. On reaching the
lower level, both were smitten by the
exploration bug. Harvey could not
resist continuing towards the
blocked adit until the water was up to
his armpits and Pete made a valiant
and mostly successful attempt to free
climb the winze at the in-bye end.

Apart from a few shouts of ‘Below’
and occasional showers of small
rocks, the climb out was uneventful
even for the ‘trainees’. However,
Harvey decided to go and get dry
while the rest of us exited and then
the remainder of the group accessed
the upper adit. We were surprised by
how far it went and by the seemingly
purposeless winze at the end. Andy
and Emma Coyle and Pete Lee made
‘music?’ by dropping stones down
the compressor pipe into the winze
and we all admired the signatures of
the late David Bick and George Hall,
dated 1958. A most enjoyable
evening for all.

A midweek trip to Black Rhadley
by Andy Wood

Above: Pete Lee (and Steve’s back)
in the entrance series. (Andy Wood)

Right: Emma Coyle cogitating?
 (Andy Wood)

Left: Peter
Eggleston and
Steve Holding in
the lower traming
lavel at Rhadley,
September 2005.
(Kelvin Lake - IAR)

Below: David
Bick’s & George
Hall’s ‘marks’ in
the upper adit at
Rhadley,
September 2005.
(Kelvin Lake - IAR)

Above: View from the adit, across
the winze with pipe in the Upper adit
to the back-filled level.

Right: View down the Upper adit
winze.

(Kelvin Lake - IAR)
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Thai cave Flood
A flash flood following heavy rain
southern Thailand killed 7 tourists
and 2 Thai guides in Nam Talu cave
in the Khao Sok national park. One
member of the group (Helena Carroll)
survived by clinging onto a rock
ledge for over 12 hours.

Park officials said tourists had been
warned not to travel because of
heavy downpours in the area.

A Belgian tourist was killed by a
flash flood in the same cave several
years ago.

BBC News Reports,
Monday 15th October 2007

NI’s Steaming Asset
 A source of geothermal energy
found in County Antrim could have
the potential to provide heat and
electricity for Northern Ireland’s
towns and cities. Scientists have
discovered a subterranean water
source 3,000 metres under Larne near
Magheramorne which reaches
temperatures close to 90 degrees
Celsius. The energy source was
found during the Tellus Project,
which was undertaken to assess the
potential of Northern Ireland’s
natural resources.

The Tellus Project, which took two
years to complete, means Northern
Ireland is one of the most mapped
areas in the British Isles. Magnetic,
electromagnetic and radiometric
mapping techniques were used to
map the country from low-flying
aeroplanes.

Other interesting discoveries include
traces of platinum and gold. Particles
of platinum were found across
Northern Ireland, but the site with the
most potential for mining was
discovered in Fermanagh.  Nine
exploration and mining companies
from Canada, South Africa, Britain
and Northern Ireland have taken out
licenses to investigate further.  Their
work is expected to see at least £20m
put into the Northern Ireland
economy.

The project’s £6.3m costs were paid
by the Department of Enterprise,
Trade and Investment (DETI), and
through an EU rural development
programme.

Compiled from News Reports,
October 2007

Russia Cult Members
in Cave Siege
Police and clergy in southern Russia
are trying to negotiate with members
of a doomsday cult who have sealed
themselves inside a cave. They are
threatening to blow it up if the
Authorities try to get them out.

The group calls itself the “True
Russian Orthodox Church” and they
are waiting for the end of the world,
which they are expecting to happen
next May.

It is believed that 30 members of the
Cult including 4 children are inside
the cave. German televsion showed
pictures of the Authorities on a
snow-covered area  in the Penza
region, about 650km (400 miles)
south-east of Moscow, shouting
down smoking ventilaiton holes.
Those inside the cave say they have
enough food and water to last the
winter, as well as large quantities of
petrol, which they’ll ignite if anyone
attempts to force their way in.

The Cult was founded by a former
engineer, Pyotr Kuznetsov, who had
fallen out with the Russian Orthodox
Church.  He is thought to have
ordered his followers into the cave
but did not join them. He has since
been arrested by Police and is
undergoing psychiatric examination.

News Reports November 2007

News Round-Up 3

Hole Year
The hole into old coal workings that
opened-up in Captain Webb Drive,
Dawley last March (see Below
2007.2) may be filled .... soon!

The Coal Authority have done some
work on the hole and fenced it off,
but they claim they have been
waiting for Severn Trent Water to
move sewers around the area before
the hole can actually be treated.

Severn Trent Water have just started
their work, which should take about 4
to 5 weeks, when that is complete the
in-filling can begin.

It is estimated that, that should take
about 10 weeks. This work is not
scheduled to start until after
Christmas as the Coal Authority
wants to avoid ‘leaving it open and
unattended over the holiday period.
They expect to get the road open
again in March or early April 2008.

Waipu Cave Rescue
In September an outdoor pursuits
group of teenagers were rescued
from Waipu Caves, Whangarei,
North Island, New Zealand following
sudden torrential rain which caused
the entrance to sump. All were
rescued safely (tired and cold,
despite wetsuits) after being trapped
for 10 hours. Their exit involved a 3m
free-dive accompanied by rescuers.

Above: Coal Authority
sign on the fenced off
hole.

Right: The hole as it
appeared in June this
year - it still looks like

this today!
(Kelvin Lake - IAR)
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Non-coal Mining in Derbyshire in the 1960s
by Ivor Brown

Following on from the look at the
Northern Pennines in the last issue of
‘Below’, this article looks at the
situation in the Southern Pennine
area. In 1964 the writer gave an
illustrated talk at the Derbyshire
Caving Association Conference at
Buxton on this subject and the
following is taken from some of the
material used (The paper is published
in the Bulletin PDMHS Vol.2 Part 4,
Oct. 1964).

By 1964 several of the mines recently
operated had been suspended, these
included the ‘lead and fluorspar’
mines at Golconda, Magpie, Glory,
Crich, Raper and Royal, although
several of these re-opened later as
the market for fluorspar picked up.

 IJB inspecting exploration
stowes near Golconda Mine,
Derbyshire, 1965.

Golconda Mill was still in
operation in 2007, the mine
remains accessible but
unworked.

 Above: Glory Mine, 1967

At the time operations were being
transferred from the shaft mine in
the distance to a new drift mine in
the foreground.

 Right: Ladywash Mine,
Derbyshire, 1964

Below: Pretoria Chert Mine,
September 1964
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Glebe Mine operations later moved
over to Ladywash Mine and one fair-
sized new mine was opened at Sallet
Hole. During this period Pretoria and
Greenfield Chert Mine, Hanging
Flats, Bole Hill and Black Ox/High
Loft Fluorspar Mines became
intermittent.

The following mines however
continued (with numbers employed
underground in 1964 in brackets):

Arbour Low Calcite (12)
Glebe/Ladywash, Fluorspar,

             Barytes & Lead (30)
Long Rake Calcite (15)
Middleton Limestone (16)
Sallet Hole Fluorspar (4)
Stars Wood, Fluorspar, Calcite &
Lead (4)

During the 1960s several other short
lived small mines were opened such
as Hazard Mine, but these employed
few men and had little machinery.

The variety of equipment used was
wide, some of the smaller mines still
used hand winches, while others had
modern winders. Several mines used
narrow gauge locomotives (e.g.
Arbor Low, Long Rake, Glebe/
Ladywash and Sallet Hole), several
used free steered vehicles (tractors
etc.) including Middleton and
Horseshoedale, but none used pony-
power as was still being done in the
North Pennines.

A stationary steam engine was in use
at one mine, Long Rake, while
Middleton Mine and the Glebe/
Ladywash/Sallet Hole operations of
Laporte all used the most modern
drilling and loading equipment.

Some oddities were noticed at the
mines, for example in 1964, Sallet Hole
Mine had a ‘three-rail’ system in use,
1 foot 6 inch gauge for the locos and
two foot gauge for all the wagons!

By 1968 however there were “Seven
battery locos with 5-ton capacity side
tipping minecars” all on one gauge.
The variety of winding gear can be
seen in the photographs!

Non-coal Mining in Derbyshire in the 1960s
by Ivor Brown, continued ....

Bole Hill Shaft
(sinking),
September 1964

Arbor Low Mine,
Derbyshire, 1964

Hazard Mine,
near Eyam,
Derbyshire,
September, 1964

The handwinch is
on an inclined
shaft.

Middleton
Limestone Mine,
Derbyshire, 1966

Underground
drilling machine.
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Non-coal Mining in Derbyshire in the 1960s
by Ivor Brown, continued ....

Horseshoedale Calcite
Mine, 1967.

The adits are to the right of
the processing shed.

Sallet Hole No. 1 Mine,
August 1964.

The picture was taken
after the mine had
changed over to a ‘double
rail’ system.

On the rails to the right is
a battery loco and Jubilee
side tipping wagon with
compressors in the
background.

Black Ox Shaft, Matlock, August 1964.

Petrol driven winder and tripod
headframe.

All pictures this article: Ivor Brown
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Foreign Mining
News Round-up

Collapse at Columbia
gold mine
At least 24 people who were
digging for gold near the town of
Suarez in Columbia have been killed
after the mine collapsed. The site is
owned by a big mining company,
but they don’t operate a mine there.
As a result local people, who
weren’t professional miners had
been digging illegally, following
rumours of “gold”.

The collapse followed a period of
bad weather which caused a series
of landslides, inundating the mine
with mud and rock. Rescue attempts
have been hampered by the
continuing poor weather.

BBC News Reports,
15th Oct. 2007

3,200 Rescued
Over 3,200 miners were rescued from
a South African gold mine after
spending several days trapped 2.2km
(1.4 miles) underground. The incident
started after “a broken pipe cut a lift
cable” (I think this may have been
the main winding rope, KL).  The men
were brought to surface 75 at a time
(and 300 in an hour) via a ventilation
shaft which only had a small cage.
Work at the mine in Johannesburg
has been stopped and it will remain
shut down until an investigation has
taken place. The accident has raised
concerns from organisations which
campaign for miners’ rights.

South African gold mines are the
deepest in the world and the country
produces more gold than any other.

BBC News Reports, 5th October 2007

Largest Gold mine
Mining firm BHP Billiton has revealed
that gold reserves at its Australian
Olympic Dam site (330 miles north of
Adelaide) may be 50% more than
originally thought. The discovery
may mean that the Anglo-Australian
giant is sitting on the world’s largest
gold mine. Following the report BHP
shares hit record highs on the 24th
September after gold prices surged.

The Olympic Dam mine is already the
world’s largest uranium mine and
following the release of new
estimates for how much gold is there
BHP describe it as “a world class
deposit”.  The world’s biggest gold
mining resource is currently at
Grasberg in Indonesia.

In August BHP reported its fourth
set of record-breaking results in a
row, with net profits for the year to
the end of June up 28.4% to $13.42bn
(£6.8bn). Strong commodity prices -
which reached their highest level this
year since the 1970s - and surging
demand for raw materials from China
were behind the increase in earnings.
The current gold price surge is also
being fuelled by investors looking for
alternative investments outside the
turbulent money markets.

from News Reports, September 2007

Chinese Accident
At least 29 miners were killed on 8th
November by gas at Qunli coal mine
in Nayong county, in south-west
China’s Guizhou province. Fifty-one
people were rescued from the mine
and another six were missing. Seven
miners were being treated in nearby
hospitals. Two of those hospitalised
were reported to be in a serious
condition. A rescuer said that
chances of finding the six missing
miners alive were slim.

The Qunli mine is a licensed colliery
with an annual production of 300,000
tons.

Officials are investigating the
incident and have suspended
operations at all county mines
pending safety checks. China’s
mines are among the most dangerous
in the world. About 5,000 deaths are
reported every year but independent
groups say the annual death toll is
much higher. Rising demand for
energy and fuel means that owners
and local officials often ignore safety
issues in pursuit of profits.  The
Chinese government warned recently
that as mines increased output to
meet demand in the winter months,
more accidents were likely.

BBC News Reports
November 2007

Gold miners rescued
Rescue workers have freed 27 miners
trapped when a shaft of the goldmine
at Mount Clear, near Ballarat, in
southern Australia, collapsed in the
middle of the night forcing the miners
into underground refuge chambers.
The men were trapped for several
hours before being brought out by
crane through a ventilation shaft.
Mine officials said none were injured.
Some of the trapped men were 150m
(492 ft) from the surface, with others
thought to be just over half a mile
down.

BBC News Report, 18th November 2007

Ukrainian Accident
An explosion, caused by a build-up
of methane gas, on Sunday 18th
November at the Zasyadko mine in
the eastern Donetsk region of the
Ukraine has killed at least 72 miners
and trapped 28 others,  over 1,000 m
(3,280ft) underground. Rescue efforts
are being hindered by underground
fires, smoke and collapsed workings.
Officials don’t hold out much hope
for finding the trapped miners alive.

At least 360 of the more than 450
miners who were below ground when
the explosion happened at 03:00
(01:00 GMT) were rescued. One
survivor described how he had to
clamber over his dead colleagues
along rail tracks to escape from the
mine.

One miner, Vitali Kvitkovski, reported
that just before the explosion, he had
“checked his instruments and the
methane levels seemed normal” and
while walking to the coal face there
was “a bang, the temperature surged,
and [there was] thick dust. You could
see absolutely nothing”.

The accidents is being described as
one of Ukraine’s worst accidents in
years, however Ukraine’s coal mines
are considered to be amongst the
most dangerous in the world. Miners’
are paid according to the volume of
coal produced, giving them an
incentive to ignore safety procedures
that would slow production.
BBC News Reports, 19th November 2007
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What the Papers Said

CLOGAU WORKERS TAKE A BREATHER AS PRICE SOARS

BY ERYL JONES-WILLIAMS

extracted and taken away to make Welsh
gold rings with some 35 jewellers in
Wales selling them. The Welsh gold
rings are unique for there is a dragon
mark on the inside.

Mr. Williams said that most of the rings,
costing around £110, are being sold to
the U.S.A. and Canada, but that the
prices would no doubt rise as would
their value.

The men working at the mine are pleased
about the increase in the price of gold
for it makes their Jobs more secure.

Last week Bernard Williams and Arthur
Thomas were busy 80 ft. down the
mine filling up an old bucket with ore
while Ken Williams winched up the ore
and onto the truck which was on the old
lines that have been used since the last
century.

Outside Mr. Jack Williams was sifting
through the ore to find the visible gold
while Jerry Williams, on his mini tractor,
was assisting him in the movement of
the ore.

This week Jerry is leaving for London
to appear on the Jimmy Saville show
“Jim’l Fix It”. Last October a young girl
asked if she could go down the mine
and it was filmed. It will be shown this
Saturday.

Unfortunately Mr. Ray Thackwell will
not see it for he is in New Zealand at the
moment and is due back later this month.
Mr. Thackwell takes the gold from the
mine for processing in the London area
before it can be turned into rings.

The rocketing price of gold, three times
more now than what it was three months
ago, has had remarkable little effect on
the workers at the Clogau Gold Mines
at Bontddu near Dolgellau.

The men have in fact stopped looking
for gold and are busy erecting new
stagings and drilling new air ventilation
shafts. But with a twinkle in his eye 69
year-old Mr. Jack Wil l iams, a
shareholder and former gold mine
worker said that they had already struck
a rich vein before Christmas. The gold
was in a difficult area and the men, were
now making the necessary safety
precautions before getting the visible
gold out.

Mr. Williams was not surprised at the
high cost of gold over the recent weeks
and pointed out that everything else was
going up, “gold has always been a
valuable commodity and if other things
are going up then why not gold”, he
said.

The price, whether it was 200 dollars an
ounce as it was when they started their
mining operations, or the 650 dollars an
ounce that it was last week does not
worry Mr. Jack Williams. “All I am
pleased about is that I have been proved
right and can find the gold at Clogau”,
he said, adding that when the mine was
closed some 40 years ago everyone
thought that there was no more gold. “I
knew there was and I have found it”, he
said. It was about 12 months ago that
Mr. Wil l iams was contacted by
Australian Mr. Ray Thackwell and art
dealer Mr. Nickolas Lott about
reopening the mine and last September
they struck a vein, and gold has been

from Cambrian News, Friday January 11th, 1980. Submitted by Nick Southwick

Note: The price for gold on the world market is currently (December 3rd. 2007)  $783 (£380) per troy ounce.
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Letters to the Editor

I read with interest the article on ‘The
Lecht Mine’ by Andy Wood in issue
2007.3 of ‘Below’. I am not sure to
what extent this is drawn from the
Murray District Council Information
Sheet, and how much of it is Andy’s
original contribution, but some of the
text does not seem to me to make
sense, and I should be grateful if
Andy would clarify a couple of
points.

What exactly were the ‘two pairs of
wheels, one 25 ft. in diameter’ ? Two
pairs of crushing rolls sounds likely,
but they wouldn’t be 25 ft. in
diameter. That must be a water-wheel,
surely, but there wouldn’t have been
‘two pairs’ of water wheels. I suspect
two pairs of rolls, with trommels and
raff-wheels, and a water-wheel to
drive them, are meant.

I can hardly believe that stamps were
used. It doesn’t make sense to
pulverise a low-value mineral so
finely, it’s not cassiterite or gold.
And jigs don’t follow stamps, they
work on coarser material, and go with
rolls. ‘Gravity flotation’ is a
contradiction in terms. Flotation has
nothing to do with gravity, and did
not come into use until about 1900.

I see that a spalling floor is indicated
on the plan, and I would surmise that

Reply: George’s comments make
good sense. I rather uncritically
reproduced material from both the
Moray Council’s Museums
information sheet and an
interpretation panel sited inside the
rather dark and empty restored mill
building, carrying legends of both
the Moray District Council and the
Crown Estate.  The panel does state
“Unfortunately, no plans or records
of the mine have survived so the
drawing is a reconstruction of how it
might have been, based on other

after being brought out of the mine
the ore was first tipped onto this
floor, spalled down by hand, hand-
picked, to save the larger pieces of
manganese and discard as much
waste as practical, the remaining
material then being passed through
the rolls, one set to crush finer than
the other, and jigged, the jigs quite
probably being out of doors in those
days.

By the way, I suppose that the adit
was driven in from surface, rather
than out from the shaft.

I take it that Andy has been to the
mine. If so, I should like to know if
my suggested layout fits the present
remains.

George Hall

mines of the time and their
equipment.”

I do have a very poor photograph of
this drawing, (see the sketch below),
which does indeed show a single
water wheel driving rolls and a
trommel. However, it does also show
stamps, jigs and mentions flotation.
With the benefit of hindsight, it
would appear that the panel creators
have gone rather overboard in
including most of the concentration
processes that they could think of!

The plan is taken directly from the
museums leaflet and most of the
features shown are still evident on
the ground although obviously
rather less clearly defined. One can
only speculate about the “spalling
floor”. In view of the clear mill layout,
with ore entering at first floor level, it
makes no sense to have a spalling
floor in front of the building at
ground level but perhaps the
supposed spalling floor dates from a
different period to the mill?

I also have photos of the high level
adit, which is collapsed (or filled) but
because it is effectively in the stream
bank, there is no sign of any spoil
from its construction to indicate from
where it may have been driven.

I hope this clarifies any confusions
the original article may have caused.

Andy Wood

See Below 2007.3 for Andy Wood’s pictures of the mill and mine area
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Letters to the Editor

Club Logo
Another bit of history - The Club
badge was professionally designed
by Cyril Peake who had been a
ceramic painter in Stoke on Trent, but
in 1961 had a tailors shop next door
to our original Club meeting room at
No.36 St Mary Street, Newport.
Hearing of the founding of the Club
he offered to design it for us, so we
took him round a coil of rope ladder,
a pick, a shovel, a miner’s lamp, and
the colours of our only transport my
green & black Land Rover.

David Adams

Re: the ‘Formation of the Shropshire Mining Club’
didn’t want elected officers, rules or
regular meetings or anything in that
form. In fact it rapidly assumed a
point of contention between us and I
well remember a quite serious
argument outside the door of my
then yard office. Although certain
people, namely Mike James, Mike
Gaut, and David Crow, had
accompanied some of our trips on my
invitation this became another point
of contention in that I was
introducing ‘foreigners’ to our closed
circuit of friends and John wanted to
keep it that way. All this came to a
head at our Gwynffynedd camp at
Easter 1961. It was here that I finally
decided to break away and with the
help of Mike James and Mike Gaut to
officially form the Club which we did
the following September, strangely
David Crow ex Chairman of the Y.F.C.
went over and was accepted by John
in his group. I have to say that
despite all this John and I remained
firm friends and are so to this day. In
the event I was the only member of
the original group to be a founder
member of the Club - One couldn’t
have a Club of one!!

I have apparently provided Ivor with
four reasons why he thinks the Club
was founded earlier.

1. I did open the inaugural meeting
with a history of what had been
done to date by the group of
friends I had called the
‘Shropshire Mining Club’, using
that name but as outlined above
they were not a Club in the true
sense of the word, thereafter I
referred to them thereafter as the
Shropshire Mining Group.

2. I did publish six copies of the
‘Account of The Lilleshall Stone
Quarry’ in November 1960
describing them as having been
Explored and Surveyed by the
Shropshire Mining Club and gave
myself the title of Secretary,
because I thought that our
explorations should be recorded
and that having a proper title and
a Secretary would give the Group
more credence to people I was
then corresponding with. I was

aware then as now that we were
not actually a ‘Club’, which is
why I was badgering my friend
John to convert us into one. This
typewritten Account was
adopted by the new Club a year
later and made our No 1, and
given the appropriate badged
green covers. The Club badge
was not designed until after its
formation.

3. John having all the equipment
after the break up, new alternative
supplies had to be found. I spent
the Summer of 1961 gathering
lamps, helmets, ropes and ladders
ready for the formation of the
Club which Mike James, Mike
Gaut and I had agreed to form in
September. In those days
underground exploration was a
winter only activity. Obviously
they were ‘purchased before the
foundation date’ and I initially
paid for them.

4. Yes, as the new Club Leader and
Secretary I did number the early
trip reports to include the ones
done by the earlier group in
which I took part. On the basis of
exploration record it would have
been inappropriate to ignore what
had gone on before.

I hope this clarifies the matter ‘yet
again’. I do not think we should
attempt to claim credit for longevity
over other august institutions if they
had agreed proper officers, meetings,
and rules before we did.

David R.B. Adams,
Founder Member

I see that Ivor Brown is once again
disputing the date of 6th September
1961 as the official date of formation
of our Club, based on evidence
which he considers that I have
provided in Section 10 of Account
No 25. I will agree that it is important
to know this as we approach our 50th
Anniversary in 2011. I have the same
problem with Newport Agricultural
Society who consider themselves to
have been founded in 1889 (the birth
of the idea!) when in fact their
inaugural meeting took place on the
20th January 1890. I have explained
how the Club came to be formed in
much more detail in ‘The Early
History of the Shropshire Caving &
Mining Club’ which will be published
in the New Year.

The question all revolves around
what constitutes a ‘Club’? To my
mind a Club has to have regular
meetings, elected officers, and a
Constitution or book of rules,
conversely the group which
preceded the formation in September
1961 had none of those things,
except the title to which our leader
John gave nodding agreement. John
Mason was the instigator of
underground exploration in
Shropshire and should be given full
credit for that, but he was a self
appointed leader,to which we all gave
our respect, and I was the unofficial
secretary and semi deputy of the
group of friends ex Newport Young
Farmer’s Club who went with him on
the first explorations.

Yes we were active from late 1958
onwards but we were a group of
friends without official standing, the
name ‘Shropshire Mining Club’ was
proposed by me and accepted by
John as a sign above our stall at a
Rotary Exhibition in the Autumn of
1960. Subsequently I did use the title
for the survey of ‘Jackie Parr’s Hole’
the Lilleshall Stone Mine with the
report which became Account No 1
in October 1960 and some
correspondence. At this time I was
proposing to John that rather than
acting under false pretences we
should actually form an official Club,
but he would have none of it, he
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Club Publications

Madeley Wood Colliery, Halesfield & Kemberton Pits -
Account 26, by Dr Ivor J.Brown (2007)
A selection of articles covering the history of the Halesfield and Kemberton pits, from
the early 1800s through amalgamation into the Madeley Wood Colliery (Madeley,
Shropshire) and ultimate closure in July 1968. It also includes details of the families who
owned and operated the mines along with some of the mining characters of the area.
Illustrated with 55 black and white photographs and over 56 maps and drawings
explaining locations, developments and techniques.

A4, card covers, 84 pages. ISBN: 978-09553019-3-3  Price £6 (Club members £4) plus £1
p&p. Available from Mike Moore and Madeley Library.

History of Limestone Mining in Church Aston and
Lilleshall - Account 25, by David Adams (2007)
This extensive account is a fully revised and updated re-edition of Club Account 7,
published in 1970, and covers the history of mining in the Lilleshall and Church Aston
area from it’s recorded beginnings in the 17th Century through to it’s demise in the 20th
century. It also covers the associated development of local transport routes - notably the
Donnington Wood Canal with it’s incline plane & numerous wharves.

Chapter 6 is a field guide, with 4 “guided” walks to lead visitors aorund some of the
surviving remains of the area.

In addition to the numerous photographs, illustrations and maps, a couple of A3 fold-out
plans are included to provide greater clarity when studying the underground workings.

A4, card covers, 245 pages, 123 B/w plates. ISBN: 978-09553019-1-9  Price: £20 (Club
members £15) plus £2 p&p.   Available from Mike Moore.

A List of Fatal Accidents in Shropshire Mines - 1850-
1979, Account 24 - Dr. I.J.Brown (2005)
This account is an attempt to produce a list of persons who died as the result of an
accident at a Shropshire mine using information given in the mines’ inspectorate reports,
local newspapers, results of inquests and other sources.

This work, which has taken over 40 years to collate cannot claim to be complete, as new
sources of information are constantly being discovered. However it has details of the
majority of accidents along with details, newspaper reports, photographs and
background information on a variety of incidents.

A4, card covers, 86 pages. ISBN: 978-09553019-0-2  Price £6 (Club members £4) plus £1
p&p.    Available from Mike Moore.

Mining in the Landscape - NAMHO 2006 Conference
Proceedings. Various authors (2007)
This publication contains the proceedings of the 2006 National Association of Mining
History Organisations (NAMHO) conference held at Llangollen and orgranised by the
Shropshire Caving & Mining Club and the Shropshire Mines Trust. The theme of the
conference was "Mining in the Landscape" and the talks ranged from the local metal
mining industry from prehistoric times (at Great Orme) to the large 18th & 19th century
complexes at Minera. Barytes, and coal mining were also covered in surrounding areas.
While mining landscapes in Cornwall, Arraynes (Spain) and Zloty Stok (Poland) were
discussed by lecturers.

A4, 86 pages. ISBN: 978-0-9553019-2-6  Price £7.50 (Club members £5) plus £1 post &
packing.   Available from Mike Moore.
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Books and Videos

'Mongst Mines - and mine explorers!

for details of availability visit: www.iarecordings.org
Available from Mike Moore

www.moorebooks.co.uk

EXPLORATION OF CORNISH MINES ABOVE

AND BELOW GROUND

Replacing the popular compilation “The SCMC in Cornwall”
digitally re-mastered and with a full commentary.

This massive DVD production
follows the members of the
Shropshire Caving and Mining Club
as they explore the incomparable
mining remains still to be found in
Cornwall, both above and below
ground.

Mainly recorded in 1993, it also
features footage from 1983 and 1987
of sites that have since changed
considerably, and material shot
during the InterNAMHO 2000 mining
history conference.

Most of the underground tours were
recorded with revolutionary new
video equipment developed by IAR,
which gives the viewer the feeling
that they are exploring the mine
themselves.

Featuring:
A tour of South Crofty
tin mine at work 730
metres below adit level.

Levant whim in steam,
Goonvean beam engine,
Mitchell’s shaft
preserved beam winder
in operation.

A tour of the dressing
plant of Geevor tin mine
while it was still working.
Taylor's shaft beam
pumping engine &
outbuildings, Cligga
Head mine underground.
Tolgus tin streaming
plant, stamps & calciner,
Tywarnhale surface
remains.

An underground tour of
South Condurrow, the
Camborne School of
Mines training mine.

An underground tour of the Holman
Brothers test mine, Wheal Basset
surface remains.

Mines of the Trevaunance area with
Ken Brown, Wheal Jane Mill and
Kennal Vale gunpowder works all
during InterNAMHO 2000.

    ...and much more!

Plus:
An unique visual exploration of
J.C.Burrow’s 1893 ‘Mongst Mines
and Miners, using very high quality
prints recently taken from the original
negatives!

£16.95 - VHS or triple DVD-R
(£12 to Club Members at meetings)

Recorded in 1983, 1987, 1993, 1994 & 2000

Rocks and Hard Places - The
Globalization of Mining
Roger Moody, 212pp PB £9.99

The world of international mining is
changing rapidly. Mining
corporations are encroaching on
more and more greenfield sites in
Africa, the Asia-Pacific and Latin
America, to serve ever-expanding
global industries. Moody shows that
large-scale mining imposes a heavy
toll on local communities, on their
fragile economies and ways of life,
as well as the environment. He
challenges the mining corporations’
recent public relations offensive
extolling the virtues of largescale
mining and its alleged compatibility
with sustainable development, and
reveals the unprecedented wave of
community and trade union
opposition to projects in both the
South and the North. This important
book concludes with urgent
proposals to check the role of
multinationals in a sector that has
always been at the core of resource
exploitation.

A History of Mining in the
Heanor Area, Heanor & District
History soc, A5, sb, 70pp £6.00
concentrates on the major industry of
the area, from the development of
the local coalfield to the final closure
of the last pit in 1970 - there are
chapters on working conditions,
children miners, and an explosion at
Shipley Coppice Colliery in 1943.

Cheltenham Stone , The
Whittington Quarries by Arthur
J Price, SB, 162pp, 120 Illustrations, 8
Colour pages. A long term research
project by the author, he describes
the sources of the stone which
characterise Cheltenham Buildings. It
includes details of the Quarry
workers, how the stone was extracted
and provides examples of buildings
erected with the stone.

Details of underground workings are
supplemented with sketches, plans,
and photographs. This is an excellent
book.  Price £12.99
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Diary DatesClub Officers

13th-16th Dec.: 7th International
Mining History Congress, Lagoon
Hotel, Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India.

www.imhc2007.com

2008
1st Jan.: Columns Open Day. Ogof
Ffynnon Ddu.

23rd Feb.: DCA AGM. 10am,
Monyash Village Hall.

8th March: BCRA Cave Science
Symposium, 10am Loughborough
University.

18th-20th April: BCRA Cave
Technology Symposium, Hunters
Lodge, Mendip. Organised by
BCRA’s Special Interest Groups -
Cave Surveying, Cave Radio &
Electronics and Explosives Users.
Saturday, there will be lectures and
demonstrations in the function room
at the Hunters Lodge Inn.
Sunday, field trips and classroom
events at Wessex Cave Club.

Further information:
http://bcra.org.uk/index.html#events

11th to 13th July 2008: NAMHO
2008 “Mines, People & Industries of
Scotland”. Scottish Mining Museum,
Lady Victoria Colliery Site, Newton
Grange, Midlothian, EH22 4QN.

Developing Alternative Forms of Lighting ...
80

Is it the light at the end

of the tunnel?

Is it the Christmas star?

No, it’s only Gizmo with his new high-

powered wind-up LED light

.. although,I’m not sure ...

... the hamster would
survive a sump!

puff ! pant !

squeeek

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/
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BCA Rep: Mike Davies
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Alan Moseley

Librarian: Alan Robinson
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Rescue Officer:
Neal Rushton
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President: Alan Taylor
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Vice-Chair: Steve Holding

Secretary: Andrew Wood
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