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Quarterly Journal of the Shropshire Caving & Mining Club Summer Issue No: 2005.2

Library Additions
Subterranea: Newsletter of
Subterranea Britannica & the Cold
War Research Study Group, Issue 7,
April 2005 - includes an interesting
item on the Dee Tunnel (part of the
Alwen reservoir to Birkenhead
aqueduct)., plus reports on a trip to
Paris, Kenton Bar (13 Group Fighter
Command HQ, near Newcastle) and
Maritime HQ - Mount Wise,
Plymouth. There is also a Health and
Safety article on underground air
quality.
BCA Newsletter: No.3, February
2005.
MCG News: Newsletter of the
Mendip Caving Group; No.322,
September 2004; No.323, October
2004; No.324, November 2004;
No.325, January 2005.
Stone Chat: Newsletter of the
Norfolk Mineral & Lapidary Society,
Volume 25, No.3 Spring 2005.
North Wales Caving Club:
Newsletter 293, January-May 2005.

Early ore-dressing stone
The NWCC Newsletter 293 contains
an article on the discovery of a
mortar stone and possible hammer
stone, 60m underground in the White
Vein workings of Minera Lead Mine.
The stone ‘mortar’ (weighing 12kg)
measures 305mm x 250mm x 110mm at
its thickest and seems to be a
‘chloritic tuff’ (extrusive volcanic
material). The hammer stone is 80mm
x 50mm and weighs 0.4Kg, this is a
dense intrusive igneous rock known
as granodiorite. Neither type of rock
occurs in North Wales and are
thought to be ‘glacial erratics’ from
the Lake District.

NAMHO’06 Up-date

Good News
On 28th May the Countryside Rights
of Way Act, 2000 came into effect in
Wales, opening up huge areas that
can now be legitimately walked -
many contain mining remains. In
Snowdonia alone there is now 620%
more land that you can walk on!!

NAMHO 2005
July 8th-10th at the  Juniper Hall
Field Study Centre, Dorking,
Surrey, close to Boxhill on the North
Downs. The theme is: Mines,
Quarries and Tunnels of the
SouthEast and beyond ...

If you are interested in attending
there are still places left, more details
can be found on their web site:

http://namho2005.wcms.org.uk/
index.shtml

Plaque Dedication
Some Club members will recognise
the name of J.H.Collins F.G.S. (1841-
1916), founder of the Mineralogical
Society of Great Britain and a
prominent figure in Cornish
mineralogy and mining - he wrote
several books including “Principles
of Metal Mining” in 1875.

The Mineralogical Society will be
inveiling a plaque to his memory at
St. Paul’s Church, Charlestown,
Cornwall, on 10th June 2005. Further
details are on their website (use the
search option):

www.minersoc.org.

I.M.E. Transactions
Ray Rushton has recently donated a
number of issues of “The Mining
Engineer”, Journal of the Institution
of Mining Engineers to the Club
Library. Although not a continuous
series they range  in date from 1976
to 1990, there are also 2 issues of
“Mining Technology” from 1997
(which incorporated the Transactions
of the I.M.E. in recent years) and 9
issues of International Mining &
Minerals (from 1998 & 1999).

There are some interesting snippets
of ‘news’ and articles in these issues
concerning Shropshire and
surrounding areas. Thanks Ray.

Plans are moving along fairly quickly
for next years NAMHO conference, if
you are interested in helping out then
please let me know so that you can
be kept up-to-date with planning
meetings etc.

We have had offers of help with
underground trips from North Wales
Caving Club (NWCC), Welsh Mines
Society (WMS) and the Grosvenor
Club - the latter have promised Milwr
Tunnel trips. It seems probable that a
good underground programme can
be arranged. Surface trips seem more
problamatical, but Mike Shaw is
working on them.

There seems to be general support
for the outline Lecture programme
produced by David and Andy and
they are starting to make contact with
potential speakers.
Catering options and the Conference
Dinner are still being investigated.
The difficulty is that June seems to
be the popular month for weddings
and most likely venues are already
booked for 2006.

Steve Holding
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News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown

Coal Production
Figures
Details of production of coal and of
profits for Donnington Wood and
Priorslee Collieries (Lilleshall Co.) are
given in the latest issue of Telford
Historical & Archaeological Society
Journal No.8 (2004). In the month
ending Jan. 31st 1891 for example the
former colliery produced over 18,300
tons, the later over 15,500 tones.
Each colliery of course was made up
of a number of pits worked usually
by Chartermasters, but this date was
at a time when the system was being
abolished and the company began to
work the pits directly. In the
Donnington Wood Colliery the
system ended at Freehold in 1891 and
Muxton Bridge in 1894. In Priorslee
Colliery it ended at Stafford in 1896
and Woodhouse in 1896.

Rock Canons
Having studied the original article in
Transactions of Shrop. Arch. Soc.
1888 referring to the ‘canon’ holes in
the stones of Hoarstones Stone
Circle, it is now apparent that there
are similar holes in the stones of
Mitchells Fold Circle. The original
paper warns of confusing  pre-
historic “pin-holes” with modern
“bored holes” made to fire shots to
celebrate weddings. One of the local
inhabitants informed the original
author that “accidents frequently
happen on these occasions, but it is
satisfactory to know that the miners
suffer more from them than the
stones do”.

Elsie Briscoe Accident
According to the Wellington Journal
(April 29, 1905), Elsie Briscoe the 11
year old daughter of the manager of
Legges Brickworks and Clay pits at
Madeley Wood was killed on her
way to the bakers shop. She stopped
at the beam engine used to pump
water for her fathers works. She took
a ride on the “Tee bob” and in less
than a minute “she fell off and was
instantly killed”.

Coal Miners Strike
1984/5
This strike ended just over 20 years
ago. There were 9 deaths directly
related to the strike, 5 pickets
(B.Ambler, D.Jones, J.Green, L.Cults,
M.Rogers), one taxi driver (taking a
non-striker to work) and 3 boys in
Yorkshire mining illegally (2 aged 15,
one aged 14). A new book on coal
mining strikes is available from the
National Coal Mining Museum (tel:
01924-84806), price about £5.

Missing
The firm Lafarge (one of Britain’s big
four quarrying companies) still (Feb.
05) has 265 of its 600+ workers and
families at plants near Banda Aceh,
Indonesia missing, following the
Tsunami. The company have found
360 but 3 have died and 8 are still in
hospital. The company sent 450
workers to help, hired trucks and
planes and donated over half million
pounds to the aid funds.

from Mining Press, Feb.2005

Tunnel Fire
12 individuals and 4 companies are
facing charges after the 1999 Mont
Blanc tunnel fire which killed 39
people - based on:
1. The nearest smoke detector to the

blaze was not working
2. Radio frequencies used in the

tunnel were different to those of
French emergency services

3. Fresh air was pumped into the
tunnel which helped the fire.

4. Volvo knew of design faults in
the truck which could have
caused the fire

5. The truck driver abandoned his
burning vehicle rather than
attempting to get it into the
nearest passing area provided, so
that vehicles could get past.

from Mining Press, Feb.2005

New Tunnels
Heathrow’s new terminal tunnels
(road and rail) are nearly complete
adding 10 miles to their tunnel
system.

Engine House Sale
Thirty years ago on 11th July 1975, the Club was offered the “building and all
the ground” around the Pontesford Engine House (No.2) for £500! (See the
letter below). The Club felt that this was too expensive etc. The site is now (I
am informed) worth one million pounds!! Did we miss out?



“Below” 2005.2 3

Representatives of over forty
organisations in the outdoor
adventure sector have welcomed a
decision in principle by Minister Jane
Kennedy to allow for the
development of sector specific
Temporary Working at Heights
Directive regulations in relation to
specified adventure activities such as
climbing and caving.

The sector and MPs had lobbied the
Minister following lengthy
negotiations with the Health and
Safety Executive, on the grounds that
the Directive was not aimed at
sporting activities, and that imposing
it in its entirety could have severe
and damaging effects on safety and
businesses.

Alistair Burt MP for North East
Bedfordshire accompanied John
Cousins and Doug Jones of
Mountain Leader Training UK , Tom
Redfern of the British Caving
Association and Brian Lamb of the

Institute of Outdoor Learning to a
meeting with the Minister and Health
and Safety Commission Chairman Bill
Callaghan on March 8th.

Alistair Burt MP said “We are very
pleased with the outcome. The sector
always recognised the point of the
Directive in relation to those whose
work temporarily involved working
above ground, as in scaffolding or
construction, but felt very strongly
that it was never intended for sport.
This view is held throughout the EU,
and was confirmed in a legal opinion
prepared for the Minister last
November, which offered the
opportunity that we had been
seeking of allowing National
Governing Bodies in climbing and
caving to remain the key guardians of
safety, a responsibility they have
exercised superbly over the years.

This decision finally lays to rest the
threat which had hung over the
sector of inappropriate safety

Outdoor Adventure Sector Welcomes Resolution of
Working at Height Impasse

provisions applying to mountain
training and mountain surfaces. It is a
victory for common sense, and we
are grateful to Jane Kennedy for her
understanding of the situation”

John Cousins, Executive Director of
Mountain Leader Training UK said
“we set out to ensure that adventure
activity providers could continue
their activities unhindered and
believe that the proposal to except us
from specific elements of the
Regulations is an excellent outcome.
We are grateful to everyone who has
made their views known and for the
support of the media and politicians,
especially Alistair Burt and Jane
Kennedy. We can return to the
business of developing good
practice and enjoying our sports.”

Alistair Burt MP 0207 219 8132
John Cousins 01690 720272

Press release
March 15th 2005

Broseley Miners Lamp
At a recent meeting of Broseley Local
History Society the society’s
archivist brought along a few items
from their collection. Amongst the
items was an interesting cast iron oil
lamp. Sadly due to various moves the
information about the lamp’s
background has become lost, all that
is known is that it was discovered in
a mine in Broseley.

Looking at the lamp it appears to be
of the type known as a ‘torch lamp’.
These were made in various sizes and
usually of cast iron construction.
They were intended to be placed in
roadways at bends or in other key
areas, rather than to be carried
around by the miners. Checking in
Pohs Flame Safety Lamp book the
firm of Wells in London made lamps
very similar to the Broseley example
and their smallest size of 5½” long
seems to match this one.

If anyone has any further information
that they would like to add please let
the Editor know.

Right: Detail of the screw cap and
hook on top of the lamp

Below: Side view of the Broseley
miners lamp, with a centimetre
rule for scale.

(Picture: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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New ‘solution’ mine
by Ivor Brown

Shaft-sinking and Messrs Thyssen - by Ivor Brown

Government inspectors are now
considering a proposal for a solution
mine on the Preesall Saltfield on the
Wyre Estuary, Morecombe Bay,
Lancashire.

The development by Canatxx Gas
Storage Limited (CGS) is to use up to
20 well-heads to create underground
cavities by solution mining for
natural gas storage, ultimately
creating (in 10 years time) a storage
capacity of 2 million tonnes.

The planned wells would be sunk
into salt up to 350m below surface,
with approximately 80 million litres of
sea water from the Fish Dock at
Fleetwood being pumped each day

down the lined wells to dissolve the
salt. The resulting salt-saturated
brine created in this process will then
be pumped into the Irish Sea along
an outfall approximately 2.3
kilometres west of Rossall, near
Fleetwood. Natural gas would then
be pumped into the  space vacated as
the salt is removed. The scheme
involves several pumping stations, a
compressor stations, associated
pipelines and an access road.

Brine has been pumped in adjacent
areas for many years (there was once

a salt mine at Preesall) and one of the
underground chambers formed is
known to contain mercury waste.
Ground subsidence due to past brine
working in the area is very apparent.

based on an article in ‘Mineral
Planning’, Dec. 2004

Note: In the past gas storage
cavities have also been formed in a
more conventional manner as at
Killingholme, Yorkshire in 1982 when
four shafts, each 2m diameter, were
sunk about 200m and chambers
excavated to store Calor Gas.

Further reading:
www.lancscc.gov.uk/environment/policyanddevelopment/planapps/

nontechsummpreesallsaltfield.pdf

The interests of this Company in
Britain have now been wound-up.
Since 1954 they have been one of the
major companies involved in the
sinking of coal and other mines - and
bearing in mind their record, they
were selected to re-open the Blists
Hill Mine shafts on the Ironbridge
Gorge Museum Site in 1974. (They
allowed their report on this to be
published in the Club’s 1974/5
Journal). But this was only a small
job - removing backfill from the top
15m of a brick lined shaft nearly 200
years old.

In 1984 the present writer again had
cause to advise on the selection of a
sinking company for another re-
opening job - that of the shaft at the
200 year old Caphouse Colliery near
Wakefield for the newly formed
Mining Museum Trust.

The shaft was about 140m deep, but
although used until recently had
partly collapsed through non-
maintenance during the 1984/5
miner’s strike. It was also intended to
up-grade the shaft for use with
visitors as part of the Museum
experience. The three major shaft
sinking companies in the UK were
asked to supply details of recent
experience.

The work done by Thyssen was seen
to be very varied, between 1954 and

(a) Conventional
                                        dia (m) depth(m) Client Comment
1965 Acton Hall 5.49 538 NCB
1966 Lynemouth No.3 5.48 103 NCB
1967 Lynemouth No.4 5.49 103 NCB
1968 Water Authority 4.00 49 (water supply)
1968 Water Authority 4.00 61 (water supply)
1969 Pendarves No.1 n/a 259 Cambourne Tin
1969 Boulby No.2 5.50 1144 Cleveland Potash
1969 Wheal Jane 4.27 367 Consolidated Goldfields
1969 Wellington 4.57 221 Cornwall Tin & Mining
1975 Dinorwic 4.57 250 Central Electricity (Ventilation)
1979 Castlebridge 6.10 381 NCB
1980 Denby Grange 3.96 117 NCB

(b) Shafts with freezing
1969 Boulby No.1 5.50      930 (of 1149 total depth), Cleveland Potash
1978 Stillingfleet No.1 7.32 165 NCB (of 722m total)
1978 Stillingfleet No.2 7.32 165 NCB (of 722m total)
1979 Whitemoor No.1 7.32 307 NCB (of 964m total)
1979 Whitemoor No.2 7.32 307 NCB (of 964m total)

(c) Large diameter bored shafts
1979 Brightling No.2 2.00 202 British Gypsum
1980 Brightling No.1 2.00 76 British Gypsum
1982 Killingholme 1 2.00 215 Calor Gas (storage cavities)
1982 Killingholme 2 2.00 201 Calor Gas (storage cavities)
1982 Killingholme 3 2.00 201 Calor Gas (storage cavities)
1982 Killingholme 4 2.00 186 Calor Gas (storage cavities)

The other companies also produced details of some interesting and varied
work, but not so extensive as the above. Despite this experience Thyssen did
not ultimately get the Caphouse Colliery contract.

1964 they had sunk 16 deep shafts at Collieries, most of which were over
300m deep, some over 700m deep (Cynheidre, Penalta & Kellingley). From
1964 to 1982 they had sunk another 25 shafts in the UK (Coal 10, Tin 4,
Potash 2, Gypsum 2, Gas storage 4, Water Board 2, Central Electricity
ventilation 1). See the following table:
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MINING JOURNAL, FEBRUARY 26TH, 1870
(Suppl. No.1801, Vol XL pp 173-4) Extracts from a letter signed “J.Randall, Feb. 21, 1870

Hearing that two or three London Gentlemen,
who have just taken a considerable slice of mining
ground, were coming down to meet the Lord of
the Manor of Shelve and Linley, to go over a
portion of the property I gladly accepted an
invitation to join them. ....

Singularly enough, we met with a second party,
also going in the same direction, and upon the hill
a third, who had come down with a similar object
from Liverpool to go over the ground, such is the
attraction the Shelve district now holds out to
those interested in mines. The day chosen was
Friday last, a bitter cold day, and one which
appeared to grow colder as we ascended the hills,
where the snow yet lay in deep drifts, and where
sheets of treacherous ice lay in wait for the unwary.
.....

19th C Visitors to the Mines of SW Shropshire
Submitted by Ivor Brown

There seems to be no doubt at all but that the
Romans did work these mines. The old openings
are still visible on the side of the hill and are not
only smaller than modern drifts, but, being more
circuitous, they appear to have been made when
in the absence of the present means of mining it
was necessary to cut round knots of hard rock,
such as now would be either cut through or
blasted. .... Among other evidences ... it may be
mentioned that shovels made of oak, rounded at
the end, with a very small knob at the opposite
end, and a slanting hole a few inches in advance,
as if intended for a handle, have been found in the
galleries, three or four of which were shown to us
by Mr. Whittal, Mr. Mores mining agent, who also
showed us a Roman pig of lead ... which bears the
impress in clear Roman characters IMP
HADRIAN, AUG ---

Entitled “The Mining Districts of Shropshire - No.1” this item concludes “I propose addressing you further .... next
week” ? But it was several weeks before anything else appeared!

Left: Reopening of Blists Hill shaft, Shropshire, 1974.

Messrs Thyssen’s Contractors using cactus grab and
dump truck on ‘plate’ over the shaft.

Picture: I.J.Brown

Interesting Find
The owners of the Count House at Snailbeach were
clearing out their greenhouse recently when they
discovered an interesting Salop Miners Federation token
(see below). The token is slightly wider than a 20p piece,
and appears to date from 1918. It has been put in one of
the display cabinets in the Miners Dry, but if anyone can
provide any details they would be much appreciated.
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News Round-Up 2

Caver Rescued
Stuart Anderson of the Yorkshire
Subterranean Society was rescued
from Roaring Hole cave after
becoming trapped at Chapel-le-Dale,
between Ingleton and Hawes, North
Yorkshire, on the afternoon of
Sunday 13th March.

The accident happened when a
natural rock flake belay broke when
Stuart was about 2m from the bottom
of a 6m pitch, about  half-a-mile into
the system. The rock flake followed
him down the pitch breaking his right
tibia.

A team from the CRO was called and
administered morphine for the ‘self-
assisted’ trip out. A helicopter finally
took him to Lancaster General
Hospital.

Cave Diving Tragedy
On Sunday 13th March, another
member of YSS, Colin Pryer, was
diving alone pushing a sump at Low
Birkwith Cave, close to Horton-in-
Ribblesdale, near Settle, when he
failed to phone home by the agreed
time.

The CRO was called out at 3pm and
cave divers started a search, but were
unable to find him. Five fire engines
were called to the site to pump out
the sump in the hope that he was
trapped in an airspace. Sadly, his
body was found at 11.25pm in Sump
3. He was brought to the surface in
the early hours of Sunday morning.

from news reports & Descent

Chinese Explosion
Explosives stored at a coal mine
manager’s house blew up in a town
in northern China, killing him and at
least ten other people, including two
students at a nearby school.

submitted by Alan Vickers
Northern Echo, 4th March

King Edward Mine
The King Edward Mine Preservation
Group held a very successful “Grand
Open Day” on Sunday May 1st.

Activities on the day included
working demonstrations of the
restored tin processing mill, together
with demonstrations of Vanning;
Mine Rescue; Vintage Tractors, Cars
and Engines; Flying Model Aircraft;
Mine Models; performances by the
nationally recognised Camborne
Youth Band and a Male Voice Choir;
plus a Childrens’ Art Competition,
not to mention “the Great Flat Lode
Pasty Race”.

There appear to be a number of web
sites about the mine, most of which
are several years out of date, a
couple you might be interested in
looking at are:

http://members.lycos.co.uk/
troonexiles/kem.htm

- this was last up-dated end of 2003/
beginning of 2004 or a fossilised
Trevitick Trust web site dating from
2000 (!)
http://www.trevithicktrust.com/

kingedm.htm

Cornish Papers
Another grant from The Heritage
Lottery Fund has allowed a number
of 18th Century letters and papers
from Matthew Boulton, James Watt,
Thomas Wilson, their partners and
enemies to be made available on the
internet as part of The Cornish
Mining World Heritage Site Bid
Project.  You can find the papers at:
www.cornish-mining.org.uk/

mintech/boulton_watt
boulton_watt.htm

and the home page of the project at:
www.cornish-mining.org.uk/

Lottery Funding for
Mining Area

The Heritage Lottery Fund is putting
£2.7m into restoring the site of the
Devon Great Consols, once claimed
to be the biggest arsenic mine in the
world.

The funding means that for the first
time people will have access to
privately-owned areas of the Tamar
Valley in Devon and Cornwall with
60km of new trails and cycle paths.

The area has received grants from a
number of sources since being
designated an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty in 2000.

As part of the work a canal will be
restored to allow it to be used by
small boats and canoeists and the
first permanent footbridge across the
River Tamar since the 15th Century
will be built.

Past projects along the Tamar include
a £1m face-lift for Morwellham Quay,
which has seen a dramatic fall in its
visitor numbers in the last 10 years.
UNESCO is also considering a bid for
World Heritage Site status for the
area, based on the global influence of
Cornish mining. It is hoped that all
these improvements will encourage
thousands of extra visitors to the
region.

Another Chinese Mine
Accident

Sixty-nine miners were trapped in a
mine in Jiaohe, a city in Jilin province,
north-east China on Sunday 24th
April when the mine was inundated
with water.

By Monday, there was still no
contact with the trapped
miners and their conditions were not
known. The cause is under
investigation.

Western Morning News
 Monday 25th April

Gas explosion kills 59
An explosion on Saturday 19th
March, at the Xishui coal mine in
Shuozhou (in the northern province
of Shanxi.) killed 59 miners and
trapped 10 others.

The licensed mine had been ordered
to suspend production after safety
problems last November, but the 4
owners had defied the order and
resumed work. They have since been
detained by the Police.

Xishui was established in 1993 and
has an annual output of 150,000 tons.

This latest blast brings to more than
100 the number of people killed in
mine explosions China in this week.
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WELLINGTON JOURNAL AND SHREWSBURY NEWS, 1898

ANOTHER ACCIDENT AT HANWOOD.
TWO MEN INJURED.

The Barytes Factory at Hanwood, where a fatal
catastrophe occurred a short time ago, has been
the scene of another alarming accident. Since the
collapse of the mill men have been engaged in
clearing away the debris which almost completely
choked the lower part of the building.

During these operations on Wednesday an arch
over the first floor supporting a number of barrels
gave way during the latter’s removal. Samuel Rogers
(37), a cooper, and John Jones, labourer, fell a
distance of about 20 feet to the ground below,
Jones being wedged in between the barrels. He
was extricated with great difficulty and sustained
serious injuries. Rogers was felled to the ground
and struck a violent blow on the head, and he, as
well as Jones, had to be medically attended. What
the result would have been if a large arm of iron
had not prevented one, and perhaps two, of the
casks falling upon Jones can only be conjectured.
It is a singular coincidence that Rogers is the father
of the boy who was killed a short time since by the
collapse of the mill.

1
st
 January 1898

LEAD MINING IN SHROPSHIRE.
In reference to the many interesting accounts given
in the Journal of mining operations in the Shelve and
Minsterley- districts, Mr. R. J. More, M.P., has been
furnished with the records of the working of that
locality, which he thought had been lost. They are
given in a letter from Miss Rose Helen Lawrence,
of Pontesbury. This lady says “Having been able to
look through my father’s letters and documents, I
find that my father and his forefathers have worked
the district of mines about 250 years previous to
1830, when the Bog was sold to a new company
from Chester, two of the gentlemen’s names being
Cross and Walker, who worked the lease out.
The Shelve and Gravels my grandfather worked a
few years later. My great-great-grandfather lived
at Santley and Shelve, and lead ore was taken from
Shelve, Pennerley, and Batholes to be smelted at
Malehurst a number of years before the Pontesbury
and Pontesford smelt houses existed. I found this
information on a few leaves of an account book of
day work done there. My great-great-grandfather

What the Papers Were Saying
Submitted by Steve Dewhirst

worked Snailbeach Mine, and their lease expired
about 1730. The Farmer’s Company was the Leigh
Company, a new one that was formed about the
year 1820, who were highly respectable men of the
neighbourhood, and who drove the Leigh level, by
the permission of the Lawrences, which caused the
law suite, which terminated in the ruin of both
parties.”
This information will probably be much appreciated
by those seeking the revival of lead mining in the
district referred to, and whom it should greatly
interest.

2
nd
 April 1898

FRIGHTFUL FALL AT OLD PARK.
A MAN DROPS DOWN A PIT-SHAFT.

On Saturday an inquest was held by Mr. J. V. T.
Lander, coroner, on view of the body of Richard
Rowlands, a miner, who was killed under shocking
circumstances.
Mrs. Rowlands identified the body as that of her
husband. He was employed by Mr. Ferriday at
Pudley Pit. On Thursday he went to work, and Mr.
Watkiss brought him home hurt.
John Freeman said he was working with deceased
repairing at the pumping-shaft. All went well
through the day until about seven in the evening,
when deceased must have slipped and fell down
the shaft about 30 yards. Witness then descended
and got him up. Witness thought it was a pure
accident, as deceased was an experienced man, and
was quite sober.
Sarah Ann Watkiss, of Old Park, said she laid the
body of deceased out. His left leg and right thigh
were broken and his head was bruised; he had
made no complaint or reference to the accident.
The jury returned a verdict that deceased died from
injuries received through failing down the pit
accidentally, and added a rider that in their opinion
men should not be allowed to do such work
without a safeguard being provided, such as a belt.

2
nd
 April 1898

MADELEY - PIT ACCIDENT.
When working in the Madeley Court Colliery on
Tuesday, John Maiden, Finger Road, Dawley, was
seriously hurt, and had to be conveyed to his home
and attended to by Dr. Procter.

28
th
  May 1898
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Madeley Wood Colliery, Shropshire, 50 years ago
by Ivor Brown

This colliery was at a high point in 1955 as the following end-of-year report in
the Colliery Guardian indicates:

The colliery was now working on the
‘horizon’ method rather than the
cumbersome ‘in-the-seam’ haulage
method. This meant that no longer
did the tubs of coal travel on a rope
pulled through dips and up inclines,
but they travelled along a ‘flat’
roadway hauled by diesel
locomotives. The locomotive haul-
road 2,100 yards long, 14ft wide, 10 ft
high, lined with steel arches, struts
and concrete packing had taken
contractors John Brown of Stoke,
using 40 men, nearly three years to
complete. (Rate 20 yards per week,
and at various points they held the
British coal mining record for
advance). It was eventually extended
to nearly 2 miles long, underneath
The Wyke, Shifnal.

“The roadway strikes a level course
through a fault which displaces 4
coal seams, so that it intersects the
seams at six different points since
two of the four seams (Best and
Randle - and the Little Flint) will first
rise through the roadway horizon and
then fall to meet it again further
inbye! ”

“These two working horizons were
opened out as soon as they were

MADELEY WOOD COLLIERY’S - RECORD MONTH

Output per manshift at Madeley Wood Colliery, in the South
Staffordshire and Shropshire Area of the West Midlands Divisional
Coal Board, in the  four weeks ended November 26, was an all-time
record for the colliery both at the face, where it averaged 100.53 cwt.,
and overall, an average of 32.16 cwt. Reconstruction has been proceeding
at the colliery since 1947. In that year o.m.s. at the face averaged 67.22
cwt. and overall 21.21 cwt. Last year the average had advanced to 84.31
cwt. at the face and to 24.23 cwt. overall.

Reconstruction was aimed at bringing up the two 8-ft. dia. coal-
winding shafts 800 tons per day on one winding shift, instead of 600
to 700 tons on two shifts previously. Boring has proved reserves of
16,000,000 tons of coal in an area extending three miles from the pit
bottom. Concentration of winding on one shift and the introduction
of locomotive haulage underground has reduced surface manpower.

The same number of men who previously got 600 to 700 tons a day
on two shifts is now getting more than the original target of 800 tons
a day on one shift and the pit has set up new weekly output records
seven times this year.

reached during tunnelling (at 900
yards and 1000 yards) and worked
until the roadway reached the Top
Coal Seam near its extremity, this
seam too would then be opened up.
All four seams were to be worked in
descending order.”

The tunnel was driven using a Hardy
Drill Rig mounted on Caterpillar
tracks to drill multiple shotholes -
and a duck-bill gathering arm loader
(compressed air powered) to raise the
debris onto a shaker conveyor
loading into 13cwt (coal) capacity
tubs. Initially these were hauled to
pit bottom by a rope haulage but
later by 10 ton diesel locos (Hunslet)
- see photo (below) and map (on next
page).

During the year most of the coal was
worked using traditional hand-shovel
methods, loading onto face chain
conveyors, then to belt conveyors in
the face roads.

The writer spent much of this year in
his mining engineering training
attached to the colliery surveyors
section and from this he was ‘lent-
out’ for some months to work on
dust suppression (previously
described) and to deep-drilling
contractors exploring the Shifnal area
(another story!).

Madeley Wood Colliery Loco Road - during drivage with Duckbill loader on
the right, c1952
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Madeley Wood Colliery, Shropshire, 50 years ago
by Ivor Brown, continued ...

Loco road
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Example of Weekly costs, Madeley Wood Colliery
(26th November 1955)

Weekly Target Output:  4,470 tons.
Actual production: 5,346 tons.

Description No. of Shafts Average
men worked earnings/shift

s. d.
1. Faceworkers

Filling 105 479 55 8
Packing 36 178 66 0
Conveyors 10 54 62 3
Boring 19 97 61 0
Cutting 14 64 60 3
Ripping 26 133 67 1

2. Roadways etc.
Developments 4 20 65 1
Maintenance 25 135 52 1
Transport 59 297 31 0
Electricians/Fitters 15 93 39 4

3. Main Roadways
Maintenance 31 159 38 8
Transport 86 405 30 1
Electricians/Fitters 11 67 39 7

4. Main Developments
Face 2 10 74 7
Headings 2 10 67 3

5. Special Work 8 40 31 9

6. Other u/g
Overmen/Deputies23 129 58 2
Pumping 4 28 41 3

Surface Men
7. Winding

Windermen 6 42 43 5
Banking 19 101 32 2

8. Traffic
Shunter 6 37 32 9
Plate layers 2 15 37 6

9. Coal Prep.
Screening 31 170 31 0
Washery 2 11 30 11

10. Maintenance
Fitters 9 60 35 7
Blacksmiths 7 43 38 2
Carpenters 5 25 36 10
Bricklayers 4 22 29 11
Painters - - -
Electricians 6 29 31 3
Cardox 1 6 29 8
Lampmen 3 18 33 5
Shaftmen 2 13 44 1

11. General
First Aid 1 6 33 11
Labourers 11 56 31 4
Fanmen 4 25 35 8
Dirt Disposal 6 34 31 8
Others 38 152 25 11

12. Special Projects
Loco Road 15

13. Offices
Nurse 1 6
Training 2 10
Manager 1 5½
Undermanger 1 5½
Electrician 1 -
Engineer 1 6
Surveyors 4 18

Additional: Managers’ chauffeur/odd job man (Fred
Oswell) worked 4 shifts.

The ‘Painter’ position above was ‘vacant’ - Jim Stevens,
Station Rd, got the job.
Colliery Electrical Engineer Arthur Stephen was on leave
- his payment came from a separate fund.
The writer can add names to most positions if required
by family historians (requests from Club members free!)
Total employed 690 men (from Colliery Guardian), and 5
women.

Note: Many in the categories 1 to 5 were on contract
and earnings for each individual would vary widely.
Those in categories 6 to 11 would be on a wide scale of
earning dependant on age or skill. Salaries of office staff
are not given. Persons in training came under the
heading - Others [see 11].

The best paid jobs at the colliery (excluding staff) were:
(a) underground face developers at 74s 7d and (b) on
the surface Shaftmen at 44s 1d. (Shaftmen were always
on nights working in wet and windy conditions).

Profit & Loss Account for
Oct. 1955: Madeley Wood Colliery
Proceeds from Sale of Coal; 21,165 tons:      £ 70,253

(66s 4.5d/ton)
Costs - Examples:

highest: Wages £28,954 equal to 27s 4.3d per ton.
roof supports £ 3,270 equal to 3s 5.1d per ton
other supplier £6,769 equal to 6s 4.7d per ton
salaries £1,686 equal to 1s 7.1d per ton

(other items available if required - IJB).
lowest costs: rates £92 equal to 1d per ton.
wagon charges £6 equal to 0.1d per ton
rentals £1 equal to -

          Total:   £58,710

Profit at colliery £70,253 - 58,710 =                  £11,543
                 equal to about 11 shillings per ton.
(but to this deduct costs of Area, Divisional, National
Office bureaucrats, IJB)

Note: UK Coal (2005) employ over 200 persons at HQ
and have only 7 pits!

Ivor Brown
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Mining is an inherently dangerous
job. Fortunately relatively few men
were killed at Highley and there were
no major disasters. None-the-less,
there was inevitably a string of less
serious incidents that left men
injured. In this article, I want to chart
the history of first aid and rescue
facilities at Highley.

Prior to the 20th Century, formal
provision for first aid and rescue at
coal mines was non-existent.
Legislation just before the First
World War imposed minimum
standards for first aid and rescue
within mines. In 1910 it was required
that central rescue stations be
established, coupled with rescue
teams at all pits employing over 100
men. This act was almost immediately
subsumed within the 1911 Coal
Mines Act. Highley was served by
the Dudley Rescue Station
(Hednesford after 1960) and initially a
single team was established and
trained for use at the colliery. At first
the neighbouring Billingsley Colliery
gained exemption from the act but
eventually it also formed its own
rescue team. A second team was later
formed at Highley to cover Kinlet
Colliery.

In the 1950s a third team was added
to make provision for Hunthouse
Colliery in Worcestershire. An
ambulance was kept at the colliery.
Initially this was an unsprung Ford
van. Some 61 years after the event,
the late Jim Mantle recalled a journey
in this vehicle after he suffered a
factured pelvis in a roof fall in 1934.
He was brought to the surface on a
stretcher at 12.10pm; the colliery
ambulance eventually delivered him
the 10 miles to Kidderminster
Hospital at 3.40am. He was
encouraged during this journey by
the village GP, Dr Kerrigan, who after
a brief examination had dispatched
him to the ambulance with the words
“Take him to Kidderminster Hospital,
if he lasts that long”. The unsprung,
unlamented Ford was eventually
replaced by a Morris 25hp
ambulance.

The Highley brigades were fully
trained to use Proto self-contained
breathing apparatus, for rescue work
after explosions. Fortunately these
were never used outside of the
practice galleries at Dudley or
Birmingham. The rescue teams did
perform life-saving work in bringing
seriously injured casualties to the
surface.

After the Second World War the
teams were led by Ben Crowther, a
deputy who became the colliery
safety officer. He was awarded the
BEM for services to mine rescue. For
the most part the history of the teams
were uneventful, although the report
of the Mining Inspectorate for 1947
highlighted experiments at Alveley
using wireless underground for
rescue. The rescue team worked
alongside the colliery first aiders and
deputies to provide assistance
underground. It was their boast that
no man who they found alive ever
died in their hands.

Whilst mention of colliery accidents
usually brings to mine visions of
rescue teams in breathing apparatus,
if things ever reached this point the
chances of the team finding men alive
was very small. The overwhelming
majority of accidents were much
smaller; if there was serious injury,
the life of the miner involved was
often down to the first aider nearest
to the scene, who might or might not

have been additionally part of the
rescue team. The 1956 Mines First
Aid Order required that one first aider
was needed for every 50 men in a
district covered by a deputy and one
for every 30 elsewhere. Thus first aid
training was vital. An agreement was
reached before the First World War
to hold formal mining education
classes in Highley School and a first
aid course was run in 1911 but the
classes subsequently foundered
because of lack of teachers.

However, after 1916 first aid classes
resumed with the help of railway staff
from Kidderminster. Eventually other
topics were covered in the classes,
with instruction provided by colliery
officials. In 1935 a lecture was given
on “Safety in Longwall Working”
and in June 1939 members of the
class visited the Mines Research
Station at Buxton.

To build team spirit and encourage
men to deepen their skills, there were
inter-colliery competitions in first aid
and mines rescue. From at least 1934
Mr Cain, the assistant manager at
Highley, officiated at the finals of the
Cannock Chase Coal Owners Mines
Rescue Cup. However, Highley first
seem to have entered an inter-colliery
competition 1939.

At the January meeting of the Mining
Safety Class, presided over by Mr
Caine, first aid certificates were

First Aid and the Rescue Teams at Highley
by David Poyner

The Highley First Aid team competing in the 1955 Divisional Final.
Team (L to R) Bert Walker, Roy Betteridge, Des Poyner, Rolly Howe.
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presented and some films were
shown by the manager, Mr
Stonehouse. It was reported that the
Youth Safety Classes had been
attended by 20 people and that 450
helmets and 150 pairs of safety boots
had been supplied. Stonehouse
announced that there would be an
ambulance competition at the pit
between the different districts, for
which he would give a cup. He also
announced he hoped to enter a team
in the Shropshire Coal Owners
Association competition. In July,
Highley were runners-up in this
competition. The team was made up
of the undermanager, A.E. Hemsley
and three deputies; Ben Crowther,
George Pyke and Jim Jones. They
were presented with their medals the
next February by Trevor Stonehouse,
together with the successful
students in the first aid and safety
classes.

In July 1940 three Highley teams took
1st, 2nd and 5th places in the Shropshire
competition. A photo exists showing
the colliery first aiders posing
outside the rescue station at Alveley
with the ambulance in the
background and their cup in the
foreground. Writing many years later,
Trevor Stonehouse recalled how the
team had been formed with the help
of  “an overman from Cannock”,
probably Mr Hemsley. The team
dressed in long white trousers, tennis
shoes, open-necked white shirts and
blazers; an outfit that sounds as
though it would not have been out of
place at Wimbledon. That year there
was also another competition within
the colliery for a shield given by the
Highley Mining Company; six teams
entered and that lead by Mark
Spruce, the surveyor, won.

The competitions after
Nationalisation are well remembered.
These were in two phases. Firstly
there was the area competition;
effectively the pits in Shropshire and
South Staffordshire. This was usually
held at the rescue station in Dudley.
Success here opened the way to the
divisional finals, where teams from all
over the West Midlands would

compete. Both the rescue and first
aid teams had considerable success.

In 1950 Alveley came 2nd in the
divisional rescue championship to
Walsall Wood; the following year
positions were reversed when they
won the competition. Alveley again
won the area rescue cup in 1953 and
1960; in 1961 they were third in the
Divisional championship.  In 1953 a
new area junior competition for first
aid was established, with Highley
coming third. However, there were
also individual awards and Bert
Walker, the Highley captain, won this
trophy. In 1955 the senior first aid
team won the area cup and finished
runners up in the divisional cup; in
1957 the juniors and seniors both
won the area championship and the
seniors finished third in the
divisional trophy.

First Aid and the Rescue Teams at Highley
by David Poyner, continued ...

The Record of Alveley in NCB First Aid
and Rescue Competitions

Year Rescue Junior First Aid Senior First Aid
1948§ 4th Area
1949§ 3rd Area
1950*‡ 1st Area, 2nd Division
1951
1952‡* 1st Area, 1st Division
1953‡ 1st Area 3rd; Bert Walker (captain)

won individual award
1954
1955‡ 2nd Area 1st Area, 2nd Division
1956¶ 1st Area
1957‡ 1st Area 1st Area, 3rd Division
1958
1959
1960* 1st Area
1960* 1st Area, 3rd Division

*Annual report of Mines Inspectorate. ‡ Coal News.
 ¶ Trophy presented to Des Poyner, member of First Aid team,
§ Information ex-the late Mr B. Crowther.

(This is table is not intended as the definitive record; it simply brings
together all the information I have).

Left: St. John Ambulance
Association badge awarded to
First Aid Certificate holders. The
“Year bars” were added to the
badge when the certificate was
renewed. Badge and bars: courtesy Ray Rushton
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First Aid and the Rescue Teams at Highley
by David Poyner, continued ...

Mr Hasbury, the manager at Alveley,
was keen for his teams to do well.
This provided another incentive for
taking part. Instead of working down
the pit on a Saturday morning, the
crack first-aiders were more likely to
be given time off to practice. The
competitions, whilst keenly fought,
were not without their lighter
moments. In the first competitions,
the casualties were not made up.
Consequently one first aider was far
from pleased to have points docked
after setting a broken leg, only to be
told by the judge that it was the other
leg that was meant to be broken. The
introduction of artificial blood, to
make the casualties more authentic
stopped problems such as this but
lead to other difficulties. One local
first aider, on investigating a
casualty, got squirted in the eye by a
stream of red liquid, allegedly from a
severed artery. He was deducted a
token number of points when the
casualty shortly after cried out in

pain; the judge assumed he had
accidentally aggravated the injury.
The deduction might have been
more severe had the judge noticed
that the first aider actually punched
the casualty. This however proved
remarkably effective at stopping
the bleeding…

Right: First Aid Rescuemans
lapel badge and Shropshire Mines
Safety Campaign Badge. These
were issued in the 1950s to
miners in Shropshire Collieries
involved as First Aiders.

Lapel badges: courtesy Ivor Brown

Below: Men from Madeley Wood,
Alveley and Highley collieries on
Blackpool Pleasure Beach prior to
the July 1955 National First Aid
Competition. Although Alveley and
Highley had been beaten by the
Madeley Wood team in the earlier
stages of the competion, they
went along to give support.

L to R: Ben Crowther (Capt. Highley team), Morris, Jack Lycett, Ray Rushton, Billy Devey, Coach driver,
Jack Higginson, Norman Rowe, Jack Purcell (at back wearing a cap), Johnny Brazier, Harry Brunt, Sammy
Holcroft, Terry Childs, Jack (John Henry) Brown (Ivor Brown’s father), the last man is unknown.



14 “Below” 2005.2

Gold mine access
Carmarthenshire’s Dolaucothi Gold
Mine, which dates back more than
2,000 years has been made more
accessible to visitors.

Mine engineers have spent three
months improving access to the mine
for the benefit of people with
wheelchairs and prams. This work
has involved lowering the floor level
and opening up the ‘Long Adit’ so
that “visitors will not have to climb
steps or stoop to see the
underground workings.” !

Repair work has also been carried out
on two other mines at the same time.

The work was partly funded by
Carmarthenshire Council through the
European Objective 1 programme.
They are hoping that the works will
add another 5,000 visitors a year to
the current figure of 25,000.

Iron Age Shoe Found
A shoe thought to be at least 2,000
years old, and the oldest in the UK,
has been found in a hollow tree trunk
at Whiteball Quarry, Burlescombe,
near Wellington, Somerset.

A team from Exeter Archaeology, led
by Stephen Reed, say the shoe is the
measures approximately 30cm long,
equivalent to a modern size nine or
ten, perhaps suggesting its owner
was male. It is so well-preserved that
stitch and lace holes are still visible
in the leather.

The archaeologists claim to have
found a Bronze Age ‘industrial’ site
consisting of two mounds of burnt
stone - dated to 1460 to 1290 BC -
along with two water-filled troughs.
Close to the troughs were two timber-
lined wells, and probably dating from
the early part of the Iron Age.

One of the wells was constructed
over a spring using a hollowed tree
trunk set into the ground. The tree
trunk was removed from the site so
that its contents could be examined
under laboratory conditions. The
shoe was discovered when this was
being undertaken by the Wiltshire
Conservation Centre.

It is hoped examination of the shoe
will shed light on the method of its
construction and identify the animal
from which the leather was derived.
The reason for its presence in the
well or spring is a mystery.

Quarry owners Hanson are working
with archaeologists from Exeter
Archaeology, Devon County Council
and English Heritage, as well as other
specialists, to ensure that all the
finds from the site are properly
recorded and treated.

It is hoped, following conservation,
that the timbers and shoe will form
the central feature of the proposed
expansion of the archaeology
galleries at the Royal Albert
Memorial Museum in Exeter.

based on BBC Reports
10th May 2005

Oldest Rock Art
Experts have dated the UK’s oldest
rock art, at Creswell Crags in the
East-Midlands, to more than 12,800
years ago.  A team from Bristol,
Sheffield and Open Universities got
the date by measuring traces of
radioactive uranium in limestone
crusts over the engravings (this
technique is becoming quite widely
used in dating man-made
underground structures around the
world). More than 80 pictures have
now been discovered in the caves on
the Nottinghamshire-Derbyshire
border.

The pictures depict animals such as
the European bison, which is now
extinct from Britain, and other figures.
Artefacts left by Ice Age hunter-
gatherers excavated from Creswell’s
caves have been dated to 13,000-
15,000 years old. The new results
indicate the art may have been left by
the people who made these artefacts.

A grant of £4.26m from the Lottery
has been given towards the creation
of a museum and education centre at
the site. Find out more at:

www.creswell-crags.org.uk

News Round-Up 3

Mining areas
‘still suffering’

Employment in the south Wales
coalfield is lagging behind other ex-
mining areas of the UK 20 years after
the end of the miners’ strike, research
has found.  A new study on the 20th
anniversary of the end of the 1984-5
dispute has found that more than
20,000 mining jobs in Wales still have
not been replaced.

The Sheffield Hallam University
research also found lower pay and
high levels of ill-health.

This is despite the Welsh Assembly
Government creating over 122,000
jobs since 1999.

The study said that only 60% of coal
job losses in England and Wales
since the early 1980s had been
replaced by other forms of
employment - often more poorly paid
than work in the pits.  Researchers
found 90,000 coal jobs throughout
the UK have not been replaced -
22,000 in south Wales.

While smaller mining areas in
Leicestershire and Warwickshire
were well on the way to full recovery,
others, such as Northumberland and,
in particular, south Wales, had made
slow progress, the report said.  It is
estimated that it could take another
10 to 15 years for a full economic
recovery.

The report also points to around a
100,000 former miners in the UK who
are classed as “hidden unemployed”
because they are claiming incapacity
benefits.

In 1981, the coal industry employed
229,000 workers in England and
Wales, but just 7,000 are employed
today.

Only eight pits remain open in the
UK today - including Tower near
Hirwaun in south Wales - compared
with 170 at the time of the miners’
strike.

from BBC Reports
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The Madeley Court Colliery, Madeley, Shropshire, Part 4
Apley Park, near Bridgnorth - Home of the Fosters, by Ivor Brown

When William Orme Foster bought
Apley Park, about half-way between
Madeley and Bridgnorth, in 1867. It
was said that the Fosters now owned
all the minerals in the Severn Gorge
between those two towns. Perhaps
this was an exaggeration but he had
become Lord of the Manor of
Stockton and with it came certain
mineral rights. Apley Hall (sometimes
called ‘Castle’ but not to be confused
with Apley Castle near Wellington)
was set in the centre of a 400 acre
park of great natural beauty on the
eastern bank of the steep valley of
the River Severn.

In 1860 the traveller Walter White
said that the park “presents a bluff to
the River which combines all the
thickets and noble woods, cliffs and
caves, dark red sandstone in a
setting of green ... ... on the summit of
a noble terrace and at the base a
noble river.” (All Round the Wrekin,
by Walter White, 1860). Murrays
‘Handbook for England and Wales’,
1890 gives Apley first position in its
list of places to visit on excursions
from Bridgnorth and adds that the
Terrace is open to the public on
Mondays and Fridays. Apley is still a
magical, very private place, about a
mile through private parkland from
the Norton Village road. The caves
themselves have been rarely visited,
but the former cave dwellings have
recently been described by Steve
Powell in Subterranean Shropshire
(Tempus, 2002).

The present ‘Castle’ was built in 1811
to replace much earlier structures,
including the home of the Whitmore
family from 1573 (even earlier it had
associations with William
Shakespeare through Thomas Lucy).
It was attacked by the Roundheads
in 1645 and the Whitmore family
treasures were all hidden in the caves
nearby. (‘Old Houses of Wenlock’ by
H.E.Forrest, 1915).

The Whitmores fought the coming of
the Severn Valley Railway in the
1850s insisting that the line should
be put in a tunnel so that it could not
be seen from their estate on the

opposite side of the river. After some
delay to the construction of the
railway they eventually agreed that
the tunnel need not be built, but
demanded and got considerable
compensation including a station at
this sparsely populated spot and the
right to stop up to two trains per day
each way for their own use.

Nearly 100 years later the writer used
to accompany George Jones of
Madeley delivering papers on a
Saturday to Major Foster at the
‘Castle’ and to the few families by
Linley Station. This required crossing
the very attractive light-weight steel
suspension bridge built by David

Rowell & Co. of Westminster in 1905
to replace the old ferry. Here Mr.
Jones stopped and sent the two
paperboys to deliver the papers,
while he borrowed a chair and set up
an open air barbers shop! It was an
experience to be able to walk back
over the private bridge (if time
permitted) and to look for the
“treasures” in the fissures and caves
in the thick vegetation. No doubt the
treasures were reclaimed many years
before!

Opposite the Apley Estate on the
Linley or western side of the River
old maps show the ‘Coal Moors’,
‘Coal Moor farm’ and ‘Colliers Works
Coppice’ although the former sites

Above: Etching of Apley hall,

Below: Apley Hall today (Steve Dewhirst)
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The Madeley Court Colliery, Madeley, Shropshire, Part 4
Apley Park, near Bridgnorth - Home of the Fosters, continued..
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are now written ‘Colemore’ but any
workings here were much earlier than
the time of Foster, possibly 17th or
18th century. All Fosters’ blast
furnaces on the Broseley side of the
river had closed prior to 1850 (the
family operated “30 enterprises” in
the West Midlands in their heyday),
but mining continued until the 1880s.
In 1860 W.O.Foster was operating
collieries at ‘Broseley’, ‘The Calcutts’
and ‘The Rock’ also at Broseley.
Calcutts and Broseley are still shown
in the official statistics up until 1886
under the same management as
Madeley Court. The ironstone from
these mines is believed to have been
sent by boat to the Black Country,
the coal produced was probably sold
locally (L.Lloyd was killed in Fosters’
Calcutts Colliery in 1858). Some of
the early mining areas were taken
over and worked for clay later
(H.Williams was killed at the Calcutts
Clay Mine as late as  1898). Fosters
other operations in Broseley are
described by Steve Dewhirst in the
following article.

Apley Hall (or ‘Castle’) ceased to be
a family home in 1962, it became a
school and is now believed to be
under conversion to apartments.

Addendum
The Wellington Journal newspaper
of February 11th 1905 contains a
report on the coming of age (21) of
Mr. A.W.Foster of Apley Hall. It
says that at a Dinner held at the Hall
the management of the collieries at
Stourbridge Shut End and the
Madeley Court (C.W.Pearce and
R.Lowndes) presented Mr. Foster
with a silver tray. The Company’s
employees (represented by
A.Poultenay, J.Harvey and W.Smart)
presented him with a fruit stand.

The following issue of the Journal
reported that the Madeley Court
Company had provide a further
dinner in honour of the coming of
age at the Anstice Hall, Madeley for
its employees. On this occasion
Mr.Pearce and Mr.Snowdon
(manager) gave a vote of thanks.

The grandsons of Mr. Smart
(William), mentioned above
as an employee, still live in
Madeley. One of them Jack
Smart, has helped the writer
with this article and adds
that William was a colliery
supervisor and that
William’s father was a blast-
furnace manager who
transferred with the
furnaces from Wombridge
to Madeley Court in the
1840s.

The Madeley Court Colliery, Madeley, Shropshire, Part 4
Apley Park, near Bridgnorth - Home of the Fosters, continued..

Above & below: The iron
suspension bridge dating
from 1905 (Steve Dewhirst)

Right: Detail of the plaque on
the Linley end of the bridge.
(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Below: Ram pumps in a chamber close to
the Linley side of the bridge. Once part of the
Hall’s water supply (?).
(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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Appendix
An early multiple accident at the Colliery, 1859

determined to proceed and, giving
directions to the man Jones to pull
him out if he heard him groan, he
penetrated further towards the fault.
His lamp appears to have gone out as
it was left some distance behind the
place where he was ultimately found.
He reached the end of the working
and gave one or two taps which were
heard by the men on the other side.
He then seems to have been
overpowered by the sulphur. Jones
in attempting to rescue him also fell a
sacrifice; he was found not far from
Mr. Martin but quite dead. Men from
adjoining mines were promptly in
attendance and after strenuous and
repeated exertions they succeeded in
bringing both the bodies to the
surface but life was extinct. A man
named Parton, who was behind
Jones, made two attempts to render
assistance to the unfortunate men,
but was himself overpowered by the
sulphur and narrowly escaped with
his life.” Mr. Martin was much, and
deservedly respected. The inquest
was held at the Hearts of Oak on
Tuesday when a verdict of
‘accidental death’ was returned.

The Madeley Court Colliery, Madeley, Shropshire, Part 4
Apley Park, near Bridgnorth - Home of the Fosters, continued..

Aside by Kelvin Lake
In the field on the upstream side of
the suspension bridge are a number
of interesting features which Steve
Dewhirst has been researching in
recent years. It is believed that this
was the site of a forge that used an
early Bolton and Watt beam engine,
(although no traces are currently
visible). There are remains of a pond
or reservoir - possibly for the forge
and these include a tunnel from the
side of the river that ends in a
chamber that could once have
housed a waterwheel. The site was
visited at the end of 2003 by Alan
and Vicky Robinson, Steve Dewhirst,
Peter Eggleston and Kelvin Lake and
the tunnel investigated. It is possible
after walking up the fast flowing
stream to reach a junction where the
tail race from the waterwheel might
join the passage (see picture below,
right), turning left you enter a larger
chamber which forms a series of
overflows for the pond/reservoir
above - with care you can climb out,
over timber and other debris to reach
the side of the pond and find remains
of sluices and spillways.

Another interesting underground
feature is a small area surrounded by
an iron fence with a tree growing
from one side. A set of steps lead
down to a left-hand bend and a
doorway into a chamber that
contains a pair of ram pumps (see
picture on previous page). These
were made by ‘Crump & Son,
Bridgnorth’ (although it looks as if
there is an extra letter in Bridgnorth ie
Bridgenorth or even Bridgnnorth !).

Steve has been back to the site when
the river was low and spotted pipes
crossing the bed of the river, so it is
possible that at some time these
pumps were used as part of the water
supply for the Hall - maybe fed from
the old forge ponds/reservoir.

Without further research it is not
possible to say if the water was
drinking water or water for the
gardens (water features?).

David Coxhill has submitted an
account of an incident at the Court
Colliery which cost the lives of two
men. It is based on a report in the
Wellington Journal, 2nd April 1859;
“Two lives lost - Monday morning
last”. The circumstances seem to
bear out the facts that there was an
important fault through the
Company’s mineral take (see ‘Below’
2004.4, page 13) and that locally at
least dangerous gases were likely to
be found when working near a fault.

The pit in question was owned by
Mr. Foster and the chartermasters
were Messrs. Martin and Jacks. The
report indicates that on Monday
morning Mr. Martin, using a safety
lamp, was exploring one of the pit
roadways in order to give a signal to
direct miners on the opposite side of
a fault who were about to drive
through into his roadway to complete
the system of ventilation.

Mr. Martin was accompanied by a
man named Jones. “After proceeding
some distance symptoms of sulphur
were apparent. Mr. Martin however

Alan Robinson and Peter Eggleston investigating the possible tail race
from the forge waterwheel at the in-bye end of the river side tunnel at Linley.
(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)
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James Foster and Mining in Broseley
by Steve Dewhirst

John Wright and Richard Jesson
were ironmasters from West
Bromwich who in 1773 patented a
method of making wrought iron by
heating pig iron in clay pots.  By 1777
they had acquired Wrens Nest forges
on the Linley Brook close to the
Severn.

In 1796 they took out a lease from the
Forester Estate of land on the banks
of the Severn at Barnetts Leasow,
Broseley and built a blast furnace
which was in blast by April 1798. The
intention was to supply pig iron to
their forges at Wrens Nest and West
Bromwich.  The furnace was blown
by an engine supplied by Boulton &
Watt in 1797.  In late1800 they
decided to add an extra furnace and
approached Boulton and Watt for a
replacement engine as the existing
one had insufficient power to blow
two furnaces. They purchased a
double acting engine of
approximately twice the size in 1801.
The partnership was dissolved in
1812, following the deaths of John
Wright and Richard Jesson, and the
furnaces were taken over by Thomas
Jesson and Samuel Dawes. Coal and
ironstone came from mines on the
Estate land with limestone coming
from quarries at Tickwood which was
taken by tramway to the Severn and
by barge to the furnaces.

The lease for the furnaces and mines
was put up for sale in 1805. At this
time one furnace was in blast and
only 574 tons of iron was made in a
year. The sale particulars state: The
Carriage of Coals and Ironstone to
the Works does not exceed Sixpence
a Ton. There are Iron Rail Roads
laid to all the Pits, which are
sufficient to supply the works with
Coal, Ironstone, and Limestone at a
low Price, and are capable of
making from 80 to 100 Tons of Pig
Iron weekly.  There were on the
Bank 100 Tons of good Iron Rails
and Sleepers, and about 90 Coal
and Ironstone Wagons.1   The lease
does not appear to have been sold as
in 1810 they were still using one
furnace, but by 1815 the furnaces had
been sub let to Charles Phillips who

already had experience of the iron
trade in South Wales. Although the
iron appears to have been of a high
quality, in 1820, Phillips and his
partner William Parsons went
bankrupt with their effects being
offered for sale, in distress for rent, in
1821.

James Foster expressed an interest in
acquiring the Furnaces and mines to
add to his other interests in the Black
Country. Lord Forester
commissioned John Onions and
James Clayton, a Master Collier from
Lawley, to produce a report as to the
advantage of granting the lease to
Foster.  The area covered by the
lease was defined as “pointing in a
line from the Woodlands Green to
the Upper Ridding House in the said
parish of Broseley and from the said
main fault under the lands formerly
belonging to the said  George Weld
since to the said George Forester
but now to the said Cecil Weld Lord
Forester between the Main fault and
the River Severn And also in and
under the several pieces or parcels
of land called the Rotherhurst and
Barn yard situate lying and being in
the parish of Broseley aforesaid
containing together by estimation
eleven acres two roods and fourteen
perches or thereabouts (be the same
more or less) heretofore in the
occupation of Jane Corbett Widow
and now of Richard Colley as
Tenant to the said Cecil Weld Lord
Forester.  Onions and Clayton
recommended granting a lease to
Foster with a proviso that at least
£500 should be spent exploring for
undiscovered mines in executing
buildings on the said premises or
otherwise improving the said
works.”  As the mines in Broseley
had been worked for some centuries
it seems unlikely that new resources
would be discovered however the
report seems to suggest that the
mines were run down and in need of
some investment.2

In April 1821 a memorandum of
agreement was signed transferring
the lease for the Iron Works and
mines to Foster.  Foster was to pay a

royalty of 6d per ton (21 cwt) for
Ironstone and coal except for
Stinking Coal and slack for which 4d.
was to be paid.  He had however to
pay minimum royalty of £300 per
year. 3

Foster seems to have been keen to
extend his mining enterprise as in
1822 he leased the rights to the
minerals under 200 acres belonging
to Willaim Yalverton Davenport on
the Broseley Estate.  This land was
adjacent to that of the Forester estate
and comprised largely mines
previously worked by John Onions
for his Coneyburry Furnace.  There is
a possibility that Foster was working
limestone on land near the Upper
Riddings however the only evidence
for this is in one documentary
reference.  The limestone here is thin
and although it has been used for
agricultural purposes its suitability as
a flux is not known and there are no
recorded workings. 4  As with Jesson
and Wright the pig iron from Barnetts
Leasow was for use in Fosters’
forges at Stourbridge and in 1821 the
output from the furnaces was 2080
tons per annum.5

In 1831 Foster acquired the Calcutts
Ironworks and associated mines from
the executors of Alexander Brodie.
His purpose was to increase the
supply of ironstone for this other
furnaces and he closed the works,
which was by this time obsolete.
Foster now had rights to mine coal
and ironstone under most of
Broseley and Jackfield.  It was
around this time that he closed the
Barnetts Leasow works which, like
Calcutts, would have been out of
date and not suitable for further
expansion. Both works were
demolished within a few years.

Having closed the furnaces Foster
used the Calcutts site as the hub of
his operation with a Mine Depot,
Weighing Machine at the site of the
old furnaces.  The blacksmiths shop
was located opposite what is now
known as Wynd cottage near the
Knowl.  The ironstone was calcined
using slack coal on open land near
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the present Calcutts road. It was then
shipped down the Severn from the
Calcutts wharf.  In 1839 he was
working at least five ironstone mines
and one coal mine. At this time
Foster had already sub-let some of
the land to the brick makers William
Davies and Hezekia Hartshorne who
had opened up clay mines to supply
their works.6   The scale of mining
must still have been relatively small
as in 1840 there were only 126 people
employed in Broseley’s mines.7

For the next 70 years, Foster
continued to mine ironstone, from the
Pennystone seam.  The venture was
successful returning around £300
profit per year.  The output of the
mines is not known however for the
21 years from1859 to 1880, on the
annual audit date, there was an
average stock of 2900 tons of
ironstone and 1700 tons of calcined
ironstone at the Calcutts.  During this
period the Calcutts must have been a
particularly unpleasant place with
piles of smoking ironstone being
continuously calcined.8

Mining ceased around 1881 when the
mines must have been all but
exhausted and Foster appears to
have had no further interests in
Broseley.9   This marked the end of
ironstone mining in Broseley with
only a few small mines continuing to
produce coal and clay mainly for the
brick and tile making industries.

Notes in text
1 Aris Birmingham Gazette, 30th

December 1805
2 Certificate of Messrs Onions and

Clayton as to the advantage of
granting a Lease of the Ironworks
and other promises called
Barnetts Leasow Ironworks in the
Parish of Broseley  in the County
of Salop to Mr Foster. 20th March
1821. Shropshire Archives 5586/5/
4/5

3 Memorandum Lord Forester to
James Foster. Shropshire
Archives 7/66, Surrender of Lease
by Messrs Jesson and Dawes 24
April 1821, Shropshire Archives
7/66

James Foster and Mining in Broseley
continued ....

4 Map of part of estate of Lord
Forester in parish of Broseley (inc
Upper Ridding ?) showing
limestone workings for James
Foster  1825. Shropshire Archives
5586/13/38.

5 At this time the furnaces were
listed as being operated by J.
Bradley & Co. Bradley was
related to Foster and in
partnership with him.  British
Blast Furnace Statistics 1790-
1980, Philip Riden and John G.
Owen.

6 Broseley Tithe Map
apportionment.

7 VCH of Shropshire volume X,
P 275

8 Copies of Fosters account books
in I.G.M.T library. The Foster
Family – A study of a Midlands
Industrial Dynasty, Norman
Mutton, University of London
PHD 1974 (copy in Shropshire
Archives)

9 Op sit.
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Clee Hill Accident
From the Annual Register, 1759

“ The following odd accident happened on new-years day last:
several gentlemen being out a fox-hunting, unkennelled a
fox near a place called Wellington, in Shropshire and
pursued him as far as the Clee Hill, near Ludlow; upon
which hill there are a number of coal pits, so that travellers
are obliged to use much caution on some parts of the hill, for
fear of falling in. Upon the top of this hill the hounds had the
fox in view, almost tired, and close at his heels, when in the
sight of numbers of sportsmen (who were obliged to keep off
for fear of the pits) the fox threw himself into one of them, and
the dogs being quite lost on the scent, no less than six couple
of the foremost threw themselves after him; five of them were
killed on the spot, and the rest much hurt. Several workmen
were in the pit (which was nearly sixty yards deep) who were
very much frightened at so unusual an affair.”

The pit cannot be identified. It is
unlikely to be on the very top of the
hill as the pits there are typically
around 100 yards deep (See map). It
may have either been on the edge of
the Dhustone cap on the summit of
the hill serving one of the drainage
levels (Footrid or Cutley) or perhaps
more likely, at Bluestone, on the
eastern flank.

David Poyner
(Passed onto me by Francis Engleheart of Kinlet Hall).

Below: The mines of Lord Craven on the Clee Hill in 1769, taken from Fig 21 in “The Shropshire Landscape”,
Trevor Rowley, (1972) based on an original survey in the Shropshire Record Office.
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Books, CDs and
Conferences

Flame Safety Lamps
For those interested in Safety Lamps
David Barrie is in the process of
publishing a CD history of the British
flame safety lamp, later this year, in
the mean time he has set up a web
site:

www.thewandofscience.co.uk

If there is enough interest he will try
and produce it as a book.

The Forgotten Mines of
Sheffield
- especially around the upper Don,
Loxley and Sheaf valleys’
ISBN 1-901587-40-1, A4 landscape
format, 120 pages.

It contains a wealth of information
from what has obviously been long
and detailed research. It is referenced
and has an index of places and
significant names only. The
annotated maps are useful but the
book is let down by the reproduction
of a number of colour images which
have the appearance of poor colour
photocopies.

A fascinating read for those
interested in a neglected mining
subject and at £9.99 a bargain for so
long as those ‘Perfect’ bound pages
remain glued in.

Available from Scarthin Books in
Cromford or Ray Battye, 78
Towngate Road, Worrall, Sheffield
S350AR (add £2.21 postage &
packing).

David Kitching

Fluorspar in the North
Pennines
This is the transactions of a ‘Friends
of Killhope’ day school on the
fluorspar industry of the North
Pennines held a few years ago, with
some excellent contributions from a
range of speakers.  The Friends have
now published the transactions,
which are available from the Killhope
Lead Mining Museum or any good
book shop! Price: £7.50

Thunder Underground;
Northumberland Mine
Disasters 1815-1865
By Roy Thompson, HB 176p, size
246mm x 174mm
In the half century of 1815 -1865 nine
colliery disasters shook thefabric of
the Northumberland mining
communities of Heaton, Burdon
Main, Coxlodge Burradon, New
Hartley, (Seaton Delaval) and Walker
Collieries.

This book recounts the horrors,
bravery and the curious way in which
the coroner (all the inquests were
held before the same coroner whom
the Miners considered biased)
conducted the inquests. This is a
well produced volume and provides
an interesting insight into mining in
the North East
Price: £19.95 +postage

Mike Moore
See my new look website for Mining,
IA and Caving books:

www.moorebooks.co.uk

(please note there will be regular
updates as I have many books in
stock not yet listed)

The Mines of South
Western Scotland
By Tony Oldham (2005). 35pp, 5
surveys cum location maps, 18 colour
photos including colour front and
rear cover.

The mines of south-western Scotland
are virtually unknown to most of the
inhabitants of England and Wales.
In many ways it is a lost and
forgotten area. An area of wild
beauty, noted more for its agriculture
and scenery than for its industries.  It
has never been of great importance
as a centre of mining; nevertheless
the scattered occurrences of
metalliferous ores that have been
worked from time to time are
relatively poorly covered in literature.

The two main works by G V Wilson
(1921) and James R Foster-Smith
(1967) are long out of print and
difficult to obtain.  This present work
hopes to overcome this problem by
recording those deposits, which are
known to exist, and which have been
worked or investigated in past times.
There is no active mining in the area
at present, though some small-scale
mining continued as late as 1954.
Price £5.00 post free from the
address below:

Tony Oldham,
‘Duncavin’, 1 Riverside Mews
CARDIGAN SA43 1DH

I.A. Excavations at Morwellham Quay - July 2005
artefacts and samples of mineral ores
which have fallen in over the years.

All volunteers are welcome, it
doesn’t matter if you have little or no
experience, as training will be given
on the job.  Most equipment is
provided, if you are going take along
a small pointing trowel (not a
gardening trowel!) and a kneeler!

For more details contact:

Robert Waterhouse, Morwellham
Quay Archaeologist.
e-mail:

robertwaterhouse@FSMAIL.NET
telephone (evenings): 01364 652963

Archaeological excavations will be
taking place from the 16th-24th July,
at Morwellham and will build on the
last three years’ successful
programme of excavations and
building recording at this historic
copper port.

Two small excavations will take place
on the Lime Kiln Quay, to locate and
identify any paved or cobbled
surfaces, the lines of early railways,
and the foot of an inclined plane
railway which carried coal and
limestone to the top of the lime kiln.
These will be suitable for adults and
children (over 10 years old).

An adults only excavation will
involve cleaning and recording the
early 19th century Tavistock Canal
Company’s river dock.  This will be
very muddy and hard work, but
hopefully should produce many
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Latest Mining Video from I.A.Recordings

Books and Videos

A Tour of Carrs Mine
Exploring the nenthead visitor mine

There is also an introduction to the
other things to see and do at
Nenthead, including the unique
collection of Georgian and Victorian
buildings and ‘The Power of Water’ -
an exciting hands-on exhibit
demonstrating the importance of
water power for lead mining.

After the tour we go beyond the
show mine with SCMC members, to
explore areas of Carrs that people
don’t normally get to see, including a
gleaming calcite-lined ‘grotto’ and
unprotected sumps with water
pouring down to even deeper mines.

We also have a quick look into some
of the other mines of Nenthead,
particularly Smallcleugh with its
stone arching, ore chutes and air
doors.
Written by Peter Wilkinson, Janet
Cresswell and Peter Eggleston
Running time: 31 mins.

www.iarecordings.org

For more details about videos and
DVDs contact:
I.A.Recordings,

PO Box 476, Telford, TF8 7RH

£12.95 - VHS (£10 to Club Members)
DVD-R, £14.95 (£12 to Club Members)
NGR: NY 783 431

Carrs mine is part of the phenomenal
Nenthead lead-zinc mining complex
high on Alston Moor in the
Cumbrian North Pennines. Carrs was
first recorded in 1679 and by 1750 it
was one of the largest mines in the
area. From about 1800 it was taken
over by the London Lead Company
who already ran most of the
Nenthead mines. They brought in
modern techniques such as horse
haulage on tram rails. In the early
20th Century it was mined for zinc by
the Belgian Vieille Montagne
company who introduced
compressed-air rock drills.

This is a record of a tour of the show
mine guided by Peter Wilkinson,
showing the superb dry-stone
arching of the horse levels, the vein
mineralisation, some of the mining
methods, tunnels and workings large
and small, timbered rises, iron rails
and the shapes and beautiful colours
of mineral deposits - ‘the mysterious
underworld of the leadminer’.

Coal Not Dole - Memories of the 1984/5 Miners StrikeOre dressing at Devon
Great Consols 1844-1978
by R.J.Stewart. Published by Tamar
Mining Press, A4, card covers, taped
& stapled spine.  It runs to 28 pages
with 13 b/w illustrations and 7 colour.

At its peak in the later part of the
19th century Devon Great Consols
was both the largest copper and
arsenic producer in the world and
was at the cutting edge of ore
recovery technology under the
auspices of Captain Issac Richards.
In spite of its nineteenth century
prosperity the mine ceased
production in 1901 and was
abandoned in 1903.  Throughout the
twentieth century the mine was
worked on a much smaller scale for a
number of minerals including copper,
arsenic, tin and wolfram.

Ore dressing at Devon Great Consols
examines the techniques and
technology employed throughout the
life of the mine.

It is available from:

Rick Stewart, Tamar Mining Press,
Patchway Cottage, Tamar Plave,
Calstock, Cornwall, PL18 9QB.

Price: £5.25 plus 75p package and
postage, (please make cheques
payable to R.J.Stewart).

Potts’ 1893 Mining
Register & Directory
Just published by Archive CD Books
(a non profit making organisation
that scans old books onto CD).

This book covers the whole of Great
Britain and Ireland and contains a
directory of mine owners, mines and
managers listed alphabetically in
counties complete with geological
maps of each county's coalfields
see their web site:

www.rod-neep.co.uk/acatalog/
all-britain.html

This CD book costs £13.51 + £1.50
postage and packing.

Compiled by Guthrie Hutton 64pp
card covers.

This was the beginning of the end of
a great industry the politics we all
remember, the effect. The book pulls
together scenes, postcards, media
and memories of this sad time for the
industry. The material is compiled
from the NUM (Scotland) exhibition
“STRIKE fighting for our

communities”. An excellent piece of
social history and comment many of
the pictures of police action and
leaders of the strike will evoke many
memories. We all recall this time
which is now 20 years ago and most
of us will probably regret the
outcome.

£6.95 + £1.00 p&p
Mike Moore

www.moorebooks.co.uk
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Diary DatesClub Officers

11th June: WBCRT Training, Major
Underground Rescue Practice at Dan
yr Ogof.

16th-19th June: 16th Mining History
Association Annual Meeting,
Scranton, Pennsylvania, USA

17th-19th June: FoD Caving
Symposium IV, English Bicknor

1st-3rd July: British Cave Rescue
Council Conference, Eastwater Farm,.
Priddy.

4th-8th July: NSS Convention,
Huntsville, Alabama, USA

8th-10th July: NAMHO 2005,
Juniper Hall Field Centre, Dorking,
Surrey.

22nd-23rd Sept.: ‘Dust, Disease &
the Politics of Ill Health in mid-20th
century British Mining’ (sponsored
by the Wellcome Trust).Details: The
Centre for Medical History, Uni. of
Exeter, Amory Building, Rennes
Drive, Exeter, EX4 4RJ. (01392 263289)

2006
9th-17th October: International
Mining History Congress (IMHC),
Beringen in the Limberg mining
region of north-east Belgium. Visits
to sites in the area will take place
during this peroiod.

The perils of locating underground
 entrances in woodland ...

These bugs are unbearable! its’s all right for sometho’ ...
NO repellant !!

they have extra help !!

70

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

Tackle: Ian Cooper

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Librarian: Alan Robinson

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Rescue Officer:
Neal Rushton

‘Below’ Editor, Publications:
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: Alan Taylor

Chair: Eileen Bowen

Secretary: Mike Davies
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Bob Taylor

Training Officer: Ian Davies

Conservation & NAMHO
Rep: Steve Holding


