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Library Additions
North Wales Caving Club:
Newsletter 291, June-July 2004 -
includes item on ‘The Lower park
Mine & Ogof Mwnglawdd’, ‘Ogof
Cefn-y-Gist Survey’, ‘Aber Sychnant
Valley Dig - breakthrough’.
Stone Chat: Newsletter of Norfolk
Mineral & Lapidary Society. Vol. 25
No.1 Autumn 2004. . Has an item on
smelting at Worksworth.
Mendip Caving Group: Newsletters
No. 319 March 204, No. 320 May 2004
and No. 321, June2004. Some
interesting trip reports including a
series of items on the Discovery and
Digging of Caracass Cave.
BCA Handbook 2004-2005, British
Caving Association Members
Handbook- the first edition aimed at
individual and corporate members of
this newly formed national
organisation.

Brickkiln Leasow Pit
Disaster
Following the renovation of the
grave memorial to the 9 miners killed
at this Madeley pit in 1864, the
Madeley Living History Project Team
have produced a leaflet giving details
of the incident. Included is a copy of
the drawing used in ‘Below!’ 99.4
with acknowledgments to the Club.
John Talbot has written to the
‘Wellington News’ describing his
grandmother’s version of this
incident. John is the great-great-
grandson of a man named Wallett,
who was present during the incident
but survived (William Wallett was
the banksman that day, his son
Edward was one of the victims).

Cave/Mine Blocked
On the 9th September 2004 the DCA
received a report that large rocks had
been piled against the entrance gate
of Devonshire Mine (or Cavern),
Matlock Bath preventing access.

After making enquiries the DCA has
discovered that the rocks were
placed there by persons unknown
without the knowledge of the
landowner. The landowner has
confirmed that she is satisfied with
the present access arrangements
through DCA, and is willing for this
to continue. The DCA are organising
a working party to remove the rocks
from the site and, if possible, to
prevent a recurrence.

Hopefully by the time you read this
they will have been removed - its a
good job nobody was inside!

Important
Karabiner Recall

Wild Country Ltd have announced
the recall of all Helium karabiners
supplied between April and July
2004.

In-process testing has identified a
problem with a limited number of
karabiners concerning the location of
the gate on the nose of the karabiner
under load. Should this problem
occur in use the minimum breaking
strength of the karabiner would be
the “Gate Open” strength of 10kN.

The products concerned are:

Helium 10mm DYNEEMA 13cm QD
Helium 10mm DYNEEMA 18cm QD
Helium 10MM DYN QD 5 X 13 CM
Helium CLEAN WIRE 5 PACK
Helium - CLEAN WIRE - RED
Helium - CLEAN WIRE Ð POLISHED
Oxygen-Helium 12mm QD 10cm
Oxygen-Helium 12mm QD 15cm

The karabiners are marked with Batch
Codes; AAA, AAB, AAC, AAD,
AAE and AAF

For help with identifying the product
or for further information on the recall
please contact:

Wild Country Ltd,
Meverill Rd, Tideswell, nr Buxton,
Derbyshire, SK17 8PY.

Or telephone: 01298 871010 to
arrange return or alternativly, take
them to your nearest Wild Country
dealer.

Roof Fall - Level Fawr
Since the last issue of ‘Below!’ and
the report of the roof fall in Level
Fawr, various members of the Welsh
Mines Society spoke to Club and
Trust Members during the Onslow
Park weekend to let us know that a
new pipe has been fitted through the
fall by ‘interested parties’.
Apparently the tube used was similar
to the one at the entrance, but they
cut down one side to ‘roll’ the tube
tighter so it would fit through the
entrance.
Club members have not yet made a
visit to Level Fawr to see what has
exactly been done, but if time permits
by the next issue of ‘Below!’ we will
have had chance for a visit and be
able to show a few pictures.
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News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown

Smith’s Geological Map
The rare and famous Geological Map
of Great Britain printed by William
Smith in 1815 has been reprinted to a
manageable size by BGS. Shropshire
is shown in some detail including the
sites of major mines. Their positions
show clearly the change in
importance of sites after the 1820s
e.g. Broseley Area, Clee Hills and
Shrewsbury lose out to Madeley and
Donnington. Four lead mines are
shown, apparently Snailbeach, Bog,
Grit and Roman Gravels. It also
shows about 50 coal mines
(Coalbrookdale coalfield, south of
river 6; north of river 10; Shrewsbury
coalfield, 11 mines; Clee Hills, 11
mines; Wyre Forest, 4; North
Shropshire - about 6 but some could
be in Wales).

A Chairman’s Madeley
Connection

The grandson of Samuel Cookson
(see Shropshire Mining Characters in
‘Below!’ No.98.3 Autumn 1998) has
recently been in touch with IJB.
Apparently Mr. Alan Kaye of
Preston is the son of Nellie, one of
Sam’s four children with his first wife.
Alan knew Sam, his grandfather, very
well and himself joined the mining
industry’s manufacturer ‘Gullick’ in
1970 as Finance Director. This
Company was taken over by
Dobson’s (also mining support
manufacturers) and Alan eventually
became Chief Executive.

As the industry  contracted so other
companies came under their control.
Dobsons then took over Fletcher-
Sulciffe-Wilde (amalgamated mining
companies) and also ‘Pitcraft’
manufacturers of Barnsley. Other
followed; ‘Mining Supplies’ of
Barnsley, ‘Aqua Hydraulics’ of
Sussex and then these merged with
another major mining company
‘Dowty’. This great amalgamation
became ‘Longwall International’ with
Alan as Chairman. As British coal
mining continued to contract Joy
Mining of USA made a successful
hostile bid for the British Company
and Alan lost his job in 1995. Now

most of the UK mining machine
manufacturing is in American hands.
Quite a success story for the
grandson of a lowly Madeley miner.

Family History Exhibition
A new exhibition has been opened at
the National Coal Mining Musuem,
Wakefield, all about family history. It
is based on the life of a young
Shropshire lad called Alf (purely
hypothetical), who left his home near
Cuckoo Oak in the 1870s, moved with
his family to Dewsbury, was involved
in an explosion, but survived. He
then moved eastwards with the coal
industry to Castleford, where he was
involved in the Featherstone
Massacre in the 1890s. Children and
others are encouraged to sort out
their own family tree. Of special
interest are some embossed maps
showing the development of Cuckoo
Oak/Halesfield Colliery, 1808, 1927
and 2004. There is nearly always a
queue to do a “brass rubbing” of
these. The exhibition closes
December 19th 2004. A 42 page book
is available to accompany the
exhibition called “Routes to your
Roots”. ISBN 18729250 81 Price £3.50

Hanson Views
Hanson Aggregates have created
and opened to the public two view
points with paths, steps and safe,
fenced - off areas containing
information boards at their Clee Hill
Quarry in South Shropshire. This
permits the viewing of the disused
Incline Quarry and active Dhustone
Quarry, the Clee Hill dolerite sill,
(which is designated as a geological
SSSI( can be clearly seen. The
construction of the view points was
made possible by a £45,000 grant
from the Aggregates Levy Fund.

FoD Injury
‘Old Glory’ (July 2004) reported that a
miner had recently been injured by a
roof fall at Monument Colliery, Forest
of Dean (this is one of the two
remaining collieries in the Forest - the
other is Phoenix). The local Mines
Inspector and the Deputy Gaveller
have been underground to
investigate the situation.

I.A. in Shropshire
Conference

An ‘Industrial Archaeology in
Shropshire Conference’ was held at
the Shirehall, Shrewsbury, on
Saturday 26th June 2004. Eight Club
Members attended and the Club
‘stand’ attracted a great deal of
interest.

Three of the talks given were of
particular interest to members.
Barytes Mining was covered by Mike
Shaw, who traced the industry back
to the early 1700s. Shropshire
eventually became England’s largest
producer of the mineral, between the
mid 1850s and 1950 over 580,000 tons
were obtained.

James Lawson covered ‘Lead
Mining’ before about 1800. He
produced much new information and
seems to have shown that ‘Roman
Tools’ found were not Roman at all,
but 12th/13th century. He also
described the long history of the
Shelve Mines and of Bog and
Pennerley. He discussed the use of
Boulton & Watt engines and the
construction of the drainage levels.
An abbreviated version of his paper
(and Mike Shaw’s) have been printed
in Club Journal No.9.

Roger White described the effects of
quarrying and coal mining on the
Clee Hills and discussed the need for
more investigatory work and
preservation activities there.

Other papers such as those on
‘Charcoal Furnaces’, clay tobacco
pipes and water-wheels were also of
great interest.

Backfilling Old Mines
Wrekin Construction Co. of Telford
have been appointed the main
contractor for a £28 million scheme to
stabilise four rock-salt mines at
Northwich. These mines were
abandoned about 100 years ago and
together extend over 16 ha.

from Mining Magazine,
July 2004
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West Brecon Cave Rescue Practice
19th June 2004

On Saturday 19th June members of
West Brecon Cave Rescue Team
were joined by representatives from
the Midlands Cave Rescue
Organisation, Gloucester Cave
Rescue Group, and Aberystwyth
Caving Club for West Brecon’s
biennial Mid-Wales rescue practice.

Once more vehicles invaded the quiet
Ystwyth valley as the rescue
entourage descended on
Cwmystwyth Lead Mine near
Aberwystwyth.  Although this mine
acted as the destination in 2002, this
year’s practice avoided Level Fawr to
concentrate on some of the other
adits dotted across the valley.  After
an initial briefing on some of the
hazards encountered in abandoned
mines, the assembled group were told
the rescue scenario whilst the three
selected casualties debated who
would end up strapped in a stretcher,
and who would get soaked in waist
deep water.

Scenario
The story centred on a group of four
hapless explorers who’d split in two
groups to visit different areas of the
mine complex.  The first explorer
suffered a nasty fall, so sent their
companion back to get help.
Bumping into one of the other group
member’s enroute to the local
telephone, the companion passed on
news of the incident before raising
the rescue alarm, in the mean time the
second person entered the mine with
a basic first aid kit to offer assistance
to the casualty.

When the rescue party arrived on
site there was one person accounted
for, and three missing.  Two people
were known to be in “Crossroads”
adit, the location of the third was
unknown.  Splitting into search
groups the rescuers started to search
the open entrances across the
hillside identified as likely
destinations for the explorers.  Before
long the casualty in ‘Crossroads
Adit’ had been found at the base of a
pitch and preparations could be made
for their evacuation.

Elsewhere a search party in Taylor’s
Adit discovered an in-situ rope
dropping down an ore hopper.  After
a short period of debate and calling, a
muffled groan could be heard from
the depths below.  Contact with yet
another casualty had been made.

While trying to ascertain from the
voice the cause of their accident, the
in-situ rope was re-rigged and
possible problems such as a snapped
rope considered.  As the first member
of the rescue team prepared for
descent the message came back up
that the rope in place was too short.
A quick search through equipment
bags produced an 8mm handline that
wasn’t considered suitable for
abseiling, but might allow an assisted
descent if conditions were
favourable.

Cautiously the first member of the
team descended and soon passed
out of sight.  Ever mindful that the
rope was too short and obviously
didn’t feature an end knot, the team
were relieved to hear that it reached a
wooden platform about 10ft above
the floor.  Leading down from the
platform was a rather shabby ladder,
which could be utilised to reach the
bottom where the injured casualty
lay.

Although the true extent of injuries
weren’t immediately clear, it was
obvious that the waist deep water
encountered near the entrance of
Taylor’s Adit, combined with at least
a 5 hour wait, had taken it’s toll.  The
casualty was suffering from
hypothermia and had sustained a
lower leg/ankle injury from their
unexpected fall.  Having assessed the
situation two members of the search
team returned to the surface to pass
word back to the control team.

With reinforcements in tow the
search party returned bringing a
supply of equipment that soon
collected at the pitch head.  Members
of the haulage team assessed the
situation and decided the best route
to lift the casualty.  The hopper
consists of an obvious large hole in
the passage floor that drops at about
70-80 degrees for half the way, before
changing to a near vertical drop at
the bottom.  Running along the side
of the hopper is a narrow access
route that carries a compressor pipe
to the lower levels, this was the
section rigged for descent as the
large hopper-way is blocked near the
base and no longer connects to the
level below.  An awkward exit at the
top of the pitch guided the decision

After a ‘hard days rescue’, team members took time out to relax around a
BBQ at a nearby camp site. Picture: Ian Cooper, 2004



4 “Below” 2004.3

to haul up the main hopper-way,
although as this is blocked at the
bottom, the lift would need to begin
in the narrow pipe channel before
transferring to the larger hopper
when feasible.

A forest of bolts were drilled in the
rock near the pitch head to provide
primary and backup anchors for the
main haulage rope and lifeline.  While
practising the cats-cradle with ropes,
slings and pulleys the message was
brought up that the casualty felt
much better and would no longer
need a stretcher, instead his leg
could be supported and he’d be lifted
up directly.

Time was pressing on when the
casualty finally reached the top, so a
miraculous recovery was arranged
when plans were being made to load
the victim casualty on a floating
stretcher for the final paddle out.  On
reaching the exit, flasks of hot drinks
were produced to accompany the
return to daylight, and the miserable
weather those on the surface had
endured all day.

After reporting back to control that

Taylor’s Adit was finished we tried
to catch up on news of progress in
Crossroads Adit.  It transpired that
the third missing person had
misinterpreted the directions given to
him and had taken a wrong turning
near the entrance, on arrival near a
flooded stope he suffered a light
failure, so sat down to await
recovery.   It seems that the initial
search party had missed seeing the
junction just inside the entrance, and
having found the main casualty had
largely forgotten there was still one
person unaccounted for.  Despite
being located within two minutes of
the entrance it was a couple of hours
before the unfortunate soul was
found again, by which point their
lamp really had run flat!

The location of the main casualty in
Crossroads Adit caused slight
logistical issues as all of the in-situ
ropes were rigged from miscellaneous
untrustworthy anchors.  From the
casualty’s position at the bottom of
the pitch there’s a 30-40ft free hang
up to a narrow section of stoping,
then a 45 degree angled ascent up to
a ledge before being able to step
down into a short length of passage.

All of these obstructions required
extensive bolting, rigging and
preparation.  The final rigging
exercise on the first pitch occupied
nearly the whole afternoon.  By the
time the stretcher reached the top it
was felt that yet another miracle was
called for.  Time constrains prevented
moving the stretcher across various
obstacles to the head of the second
pitch – a simple lower of
approximately 20ft.  With time ticking
on the tired rescue party started
carrying tackle out of Crossroads as
yet another rain storm dampened the
spirits of those remaining on the
surface.

Before going our separate ways a
debrief organised to review the day’s
progress highlighted some of the
difficulties encountered, and
provided an opportunity to discuss
how procedures and equipment
might be improved.  Although many
of the group set their sights on home,
a dedicated few journeyed a few
miles up the valley to a nearby camp
site to spend the evening huddled
around a BBQ trying to keep the flies
and wildlife at bay.

Ian Cooper

West Brecon Cave Rescue Practice
19th June 2004, continued ...

‘Sistine Chapel of the Ice Age’
A 13,000-year-old carving from
“Church Hole” at Creswell Crags,
Nottinghamshire has been described
as the “Sistine Chapel of the Ice
Age” after the discovery of 80
engraved figures in its limestone
ceiling.

The announcement comes a year
after the initial discovery of 12
engraved figures, which were
trumpeted as the earliest example of
prehistoric cave art in Britain.

The new discoveries were made
possible by the good natural light
near the entrance in April and June,
when archaeologists were about to
moved deeper into the cave. They
suddenly realised that marks on the
rock formed the shapes of a stag,
bison, deer, bears, plus two or three
species of bird including an unusual
a bird head with a long curved bill.

The artists had modified the natural
shapes in the limestone, adding
muzzles and ears here and there to
produce the animal figures.

Creswell Crags is a Site of Special
Scientific Interest and lies on the
border of Nottinghamshire and
Derbyshire.

British Ice Age expert Dr Paul Bahn
said: “The sunny mornings
especially provided an opportunity
to see the cave illuminated by a
brilliant reflected light, presumably
how our Ice Age ancestors meant for
the art to be experienced.”
Take a virtual tour of Creswell at:
www.creswell-crags.org.uk/
virtuallytheiceage/Virtual%20tour/

index.html

compiled from News Reports
July 2004

Mercedes Bunker
A high security underground
complex has been built by Daimler-
Chrysler in a former Nazi-built tunnel
system.

The system 250m below their offices
at Kapfenberg, Austria,  are designed
to protect company records from
earthquakes, floods, hackers and
terrorists (no mention of mice!).

It is fitted with blast-proof, airtight
and watertight doors and considered
so secure that they are storing all
their top secret technical plans,
business data and confidential
customer data there.

If you are travelling round the area
you can spot this secret site as on
the surface the office block looks like
a giant golf ball!

from BBC News reports
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Westcott Farm Level, Westcott
1st September 2004

Entrance in cutting by road,

along rear wall of barn

1.6m high

1.3m wide

2
1m

1.4m high

1.4m wide

(at shoulder height)

undulating floor

run-in, with old bottles

and wire

Several lesser horseshoe

bats and guano

evidence of a spring at the end,

vein of pink baryte splits at the end
290

o

Sketch of Westcott Farm Level, Shropshire
SJ 4024 0125 Investigated by Club 01/09/2004

Road

Members present: Steve Holding,
Andy Wood, Peter Eggleston, Chris
Andrews, Mike Worsfold, Kelvin
Lake.

On Wednesday 1st September 2004 a
small group of Club Members
assembled at Huglith car park, before
moving further along the road to
Westcott Farm. Andy Wood had
arranged permission with the
landowner Mr. James Lawson for us
to access the adit adjacent to the rear
of his barn on the corner of the lane
from Huglith to Cothercott.

Mr. Lawson kindly came out with his
hedge cutters and snipped away
some of the more troublesome Holly
branches across the entrance to the
adit, before we carefully removed the
staples holding the wire mesh across
the entrance. Someone (probably a

passer-by) at some time in
the past has dumped bags
of old bottles in the
entrance, many of which are
broken, but one or two are
interesting due to their age
and inscriptions. Care has
to be taken when crawling
over them!

Unfortunately once we
gained access to the level it
was discovered that it did
not go very far, 21m to be
exact! A compass sighting
taken from the far end gave
a bearing of 290o. The floor
was slightly un-even, and
the level varied slightly in
width and height, but was
typically about 1.3 to 1.4m
wide and 1.5 to 2m high.

Above: View into the entrance (in March)
across the bags of bottles.

Below: The adit entrance in March, showing
the posts and wire netting (a nice bat friendly
size!)
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The level had obviously followed a
vein of pink baryte, at the far end this
vein split into a number of small
branches. Also at the far end, a
number of holes, worn smooth by
water, indicated where water
(presumably rain-water) came
through natural fissures into the level
- during the winter the adit floods
and can overflow into Mr. Lawson’s
barn. Luckily on this occasion the
level was dry - when inspected back
in March there was a lot of water
backed-up near the entrance.

Several Lesser Horseshoe bats (at
least 5) were observed in the adit,
and at the far end piles of bat guano
were visible on the floor indicating
that it is either a popular roost or a
long term one. After a quick compass
and tape survey, we left, replacing
the wire netting and securing the
entrance.

Thanks
A special thank you to Mr. Lawson
for allowing us access to the adit,
and to Andy Wood for arranging the
trip.

Kelvin Lake

Westcott Farm Level, Westcott
1st September 2004, continued ...

Above: View along Westcott Farm Adit, looking
‘outbye’ from the far end, with Andy Wood crouching
about 5m from the entrance.

Right: View looking ‘inbye’ from the position where
Andy was crouching in the top picture.

Below: Bat guano on the floor near the far end, with
large sauce bottle for scale - they obviously like ‘spicy’
midge sandwiches.
Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings
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Mine Rescue following rockfall 
A 64-year old man, Byron Weege
from San Francisco, was rescued on
Sunday 29th August from fluorspar
mine 60ft. up a cliff in the derelict
Rogerley Quarry near Frosterley,
County Durham.

The man was one of small group
inside the mine who became trapped
when a boulder fell onto his leg. He
was about 200 metres along a level,
which is accessed by a steel ladder,
when the accident happened.

Another member of the party raised
the alarm. Fire crews from Stanhope
and Crook were able to reached the
man, removed the rocks and bring
him to the entrance, but the
precarious location made it
impossible to move him further.
 
The Teesdale and Weardale Search
and Rescue Team was called, they

put him onto a stretcher so that a
rescue helicopter from RAF Boulmer
could airlift him to the University
Hospital of North Durham, where he
was treated for a suspected broken
thigh.
 
A female member of the group was
also taken to hospital to be treated
for shock.

It appears that Mr. Weege was one
of three partners who own the mine -
all geologists.  The partners were
coming to the end of their three
month’s work for 2004.  Although not
stated, I suspect that the lady who
was taken to hospital suffering from
shock was another of the partners.

Alan Vickers
from reports in the ‘Sunderland

Echo’ and ‘Northern Echo’
 

Aveline’s Hole, near Burrington
Combe in the Mendip Hills has been
revealed as the earliest scientifically
dated cemetery in Britain. The age of
the cemetery makes it an important
European site.

The site contained human bone
fragments (representing about 21
individuals) that have now been
confirmed to be between roughly
10,200 and 10,400 years old. The
bones were originally removed from
the cave in the early part of the 20th
Century and were held in a museum
in Bristol. Unfortunately the
collection was largely destroyed in a
World War II bombing raid.

It is only recently that scientists have
returned to the surviving bone and
teeth samples to give them a proper
assessment using modern methods.
These tests have shown that some
people in Britain were burying their
dead in a cemetery in the early
Mesolithic period 4,000 years earlier
than had previously been thought.
Late Mesolithic cemeteries have been
found on the continent, but none
have been recognised in Britain.

The age of the specimens means that
Aveline’s Hole has now become
internationally significant, and will
effect the currently accepted ideas
about the organisation of society in
Mesolithic times.

The Discovery
Aveline’s Hole was a sealed cave
that was first recorded in 1797, when
there were reports of between 70 and
100 skeletons lying on the floor side
by side. However, by 1914, when the
University of Bristol Spelaeological
Society (UBSS) began excavating the
site, only the remains from 21
individuals were found.

Early reports described a “ceremonial
burial” with a skeleton on a disused
hearth, together with red ochre,
animal teeth - some perforated as
though for use as a necklace or
amulet - and a set of fossil
ammonites.

The specimens were taken to Bristol,
where they were displayed on the
ground floor of the UBSS museum,
only to suffer extensive bomb
damage in November 1940. Most of
the collection plus all the excavation
records were destroyed. The new
radiocarbon measurements were
undertaken as part of a
comprehensive re-analysis of the
remaining specimens in a project
headed by Dr Rick Schulting of
Queen’s University, Belfast.

Remains were of locals
The study has established that the
Aveline’s Hole people came from
close-by, based on the levels of
strontium found in their remains and
the local environment. The analysis
has also indicated that the adults in
the group, which also included
young children and two infants, were
only about five feet tall and slightly
built.

Health Problems
They do not appear to have lived to a
ripe old age, as few molars show the

extreme wear to be expected from
elderly hunter-gatherers’ teeth.

As well as signs of osteoarthritis in
an elbow, scientists have spotted
lines in teeth indicating repeated
periods of poor nutrition or chronic
illness in childhood.

There is little evidence of fish in
their diet - even fresh water
varieties.

Mesolithic Conditions
During the early Mesolithic period
Aveline’s Hole would have been
much further from the sea than it is
now. The ice sheets had not long
retreated and although the world’s
oceans were rising, it is thought
there was still a land corridor
between the UK and France, and the
local people would have been able
to walk directly north, across what
is now the Bristol Channel, to
Wales.

compiled from BBC and other
News reports, Spring 2004

Earliest Known British Cemetery
Found on Mendip
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In the middle of the 19th Century a
newspaper seems to have existed
headed ‘Shropshire News and
Mineral District Reporter’ which by
1854 had become ‘The Shropshire
News, Wellington Advertiser and
Mineral District Reporter’. In 1854
Mr. T.Leake of Wellington set up a
new newspaper called the
‘Wellington Journal’ which took over
the titles of several local newspapers
including the ‘Mineral District
Reporter’. By the 1890s all these had
been incorporated into ‘The
Wellington Journal and Shrewsbury
News’ and their titles appeared
directly under this heading.

Reporter’ or any contact between the
local newspapers and the national
‘Mining World’ other than the fact
that local newspapers carried the
nationals reports. But one is possible
through a Scotsman named William
Chisholm.

The journal ‘Mining World’ has been
described as being “to the mining
investor what the ‘Mining Journal’
was to the mining engineer”. Mining
World’s editor for 60 years (and sole
owner for 40 years) was William
Chisholm who began his working life
on the railways in Shropshire in the
1860s.

Each weekly issue of the Journal
contained some information on local
mining and sometimes dedicated
several columns specifically to it. For
example during the 1870s there was a
column entitle ‘Shropshire and North
Wales Mining Intelligence’ and much
of the information was culled from
the journal ‘Mining World’.

A copy of the “intelligence”
published on the 5th June 1875 is
shown on the page opposite as part
13 of the ‘19th C. Visitors to the
South West Shropshire Mines’
series. It contains information on the
mines at Bog (two column inches),
Ladywell (1 inch), Pennerley (2½
inches) and South Roman Gravels (½
inch).

The writer has not been able to find a
copy of the ‘Mineral District

Chisholm, a Scotsman was born in
1846 and joined the West Midland
Railway on leaving school. He was
posted to Bridgnorth, half way
between the Coalbrookdale and
Wyre Forest Coalfields. He was then
moved to Dudley where he studied
shorthand and through his writings
gradually became a reporter for the
new journal ‘Mining World’. He
became a full time reporter in 1871
age 26 and must have known quite a
lot about the Shropshire and
Staffordshire mines and newspapers.
Chisholm soon became Editor of
Mining World and sometime later
sole proprietor (from 1894 to about
1932).

After Chisholm retired (about 1932)
he continued his interest in mining
until his death in 1939. His journal,
the ‘Mining World’ continued to be

A Shropshire Newspaper and the ‘Mining World’ Journal
by Ivor Brown

produced until the 1960s, but few
copies appear to have survived.
Recently however a part-set was
advertised on the internet to raise
funds for work on preserving one of
the Cornish tin mines.

Questions
The above article leaves many
questions to be answered, for
example:

Have any copies of the Shropshire
‘Mineral District Reporter’
survived?

Has anyone seen anything written by
Chisholm on Shropshire mines?

Did Chisholm arrange for the
Wellington newspapers to
reproduce reports published on
local mines?

Do any copies of ‘Mining World’
survive in local collections (or
national)?

Answers to the editor or writer of this
piece please.

Below: Sample masthead from
“The Wellington Journal and
Shrewsbury News”, showing the
“Eddows’s Shrewsbury Journal,
Shropshire News and Mineral
District Reporter” slogan under the
main heading.
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SHROPSHIRE AND NORTH WALES MINING INTELLIGENCE - FROM THE MINING WORLD
(WELLINGTON JOURNAL 5TH JUNE 1875)

BOG (25th May) - The 175-fm. level driving west by the
side of the Whitestone loade has suddenly become hard.
We have, therefore, taken the men back to the old
forebreast, where the ground at present is also hard and
slow for progress.     The level driving east on the south
lode is worth 1 ton of lead ore per fm. ; prices for driving
£5 per fm.

153-fm. level having cut the lode in the cross-cut driving
north at this level, we have commenced to drive east on
its course, where we are opening out good ground for
tribute, worth fully 1 ton lead per fm.  We are pleased to
report a great improvement at this level on the main lode
driving west,  which at present is worth fully 3 tons lead
ore per fm. ; price for driving 65s. per fm.

We have suspended  driving the 100 fm. level east from
Buntin’s shaft for the present, and put the men to extend
the cross-cut north from said shaft at the 50-fm. level to
intersect the lode that is now being profitably wrought in
the 50 and 32-fm. levels, and by extending this cross-cut
a few fms. we expect to intersect it.  Fair progress is being
made in driving the 50-fm. level east, and the lode in the
end is worth about £10 per fm. for lead and blende, set to
drive at £7 per fm.  The winze sinking from the 32-fm. level
is opening out good paying ground for stoping ; worth
about £20 per fm. for lead and blende, set at £9 10s. per fm.;
this winze is considerably in advance of the 50-fm. level
end.  Tribute department ; Our tribute pitches on the whole
are looking better ;  there are set 20, varying from £6 per
ton for lead, and 25s. per ton for blende to 8s. per ton for
lead, and 40s. per ton for blende -

W.T.HARRIS,  J BARKELL.

LADYWELL (27th May) - In the 32-fm. level driving
south from engine shaft, the lode is 2½ ft. wide,
composed of carbonate of lime, with a nearly solid rib
of lead in the middle of the vein ; we have cut down in
the said level and drained all the winzes in the 16-fm.
level. The water is flowing out nearly as black as ink,
indicating our near approach to softer ground, and I
believe to the clinker-like deposits of ore, like those
driven through and sunk upon in the before-mentioned
16-fm. level. This latter level is again south into open
ground, the lode being charges with solid lumps of ore
of a promising character. The rise in the 16, 70 south of
shaft, is in a lode worth £30 per fm.  The winze below
adit near the south end of the level is going down,
opening profitable ore ground. The same remark
applies to the rise in the said level. Other points as for
some time past - A. WATERS.

PENNERLEY (25th May) - The lode in the 130-fm.
level west is 1 ft. wide, of carbonate of lime, with
occassional stones of lead. In the 120-fm. level east
we continue to drive north on the branch gone off in
that direction and are dailly expecting an important
change. The lode in the 100-fm. level west on east
and west lode maintains its value, £20 per fm., but
the ground is somewhat harder for progress. The
stope in the back is worth £25 per fm.  The 80-fm.
level east on east and west ; The  lode is 1 ft. wide,
yielding good stones of lead, and ground favourable
for progress. No change in the cross-cut driving
south at this level , although the ground is nearly
spent. A few days more must decide this point. The
stopes in back of this level will average worth £25
per fm. The cross-cut driving north at the 60-fm.
level is making fair progress, and have about 6½ fms.
to cut the lode. The stopes in bottom of this level
will average worth £20 per fm. The 40-fm. level west
on north lode is producing some good stones of
lead, with a very promising appearance. The lode  in
the rise in back of this level is worth £26 per fm. The
lode in the winze sinking below the 20-fm. level is
worth £15 per fm. A favourable change has taken
place in the ground in the cross-cut driving south to
cut the Warm Water lode. Potter’s pit : The sinking
below the 65-fm. level is making usual progress. The
65 west ; The lode continues in the same channel of
ground, and yeilding some good stones of lead.
No.1 winze : Sinking below this level is a splendid
course of ore, and never looked better than at
present, worth fully £120 per fm. The stope in back
of this level is worth £50 per fm.  At the 55-fm. level
the cross-cut to intersect the Big Ore  lode is making
fair progress. The winze sinking below this level is
worth £50 per fm. The 45-fm. level west : The lode is
1½ ft. wide, yielding good stones of ore. Stope in
back of this level is worth £25 per fm. -

W.T.HARRIS, J.DELBRIDGE

SOUTH ROMAN GRAVELS (26th May) - Shelfield
engine shaft : The branch of carbonate of lime
referred to in last report has crossed the shaft and
has formed itself upon the main lode. There is a
strong rider of ground in present bottom, which has
greatly retarded progress in sinking during the last
few days, but I believe this change which has
followed the branch referred to is only temporary.
The shaft is down 11 fms.

J.W.POWNING.

This was an example of a weekly series of reports reproduced in the Wellington Journal Newspaper during the 19th
Century.

19th C. Visitors to the South West Shropshire Mines, No.13
Contributed by I.J.Brown
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Following on from the notes in the
Spring issue of Below – 2004.1, test
pumping at a rate of 50 l/s was
undertaken at the former Horden
Colliery shaft in February/March of
this year. The Coal Authority say
that the ‘layering’ of minewater
quality within the mine workings
means that during minewater
recovery the poorer quality
minewaters having high iron and
very high salinity remain at depth.

The groundwater in the Permian
aquifer is at a higher level than the
minewater, consequently as long as
this is the case the flow is from the
Permian into the minewater. It is
planned to maintain the minewater
levels at just below the water levels
in the Permian aquifer in the long
term.

The upper minewater in the mine
shafts adjacent to the Permian aquifer
have little contamination because the
waters in these shallow zones are
largely derived from the Permian.
The test pumping demonstrated that
it was possible to pump the shallow,
less contaminated minewater, without
significantly disturbing the deeper
high chloride water.

Temporary pumping has commenced
at Horden in recent weeks.  This is a
short-term arrangement to prevent
pollution of the Permian aquifer
whilst the long term solution for the
whole of East Durham is determined.

Water Treatment
The pumped minewater is being
treated in a plant designed to
chemically treat iron-laden minewater
flows of up to 150 l/s using the
addition of caustic soda for pH
control.  The plant consists of
electrically driven pumps, dosing and
control equipment and sludge
handling equipment. The treated
minewater is then discharged to sea
via a short outfall pipe.  The pumping
is being successful in lowering the
minewater levels in the Horden,
Easington, and Dawdon areas, from
which areas Northumbrian Water
Limited currently abstract

East Durham Minewater Update
by Alan Vickers

considerable quantities of water from
the overlying Permian aquifer for
domestic supply, and to a lesser
degree in the Hawthorn area slightly
further inland.

Pumping at several of the minewater
pumping stations listed on page 6 of
the ‘Below’ article has ceased, either
temporarily or permanently, further
information on the Coal Authority’s
long term plans can be found by
following the minewater links on their
website.

Pumping Stopped
One of the pumping stations that has
ceased pumping is ‘Lumley 6th’ which
discharged into Lumley Park Burn – a
tributary of the River Wear.  This
pumping station is actually located at
New Lambton and was at one time
used for salt extraction.  This was
referred to in the article ‘Salt
Extraction at Two County Durham
Pits’ in the Winter issue of ‘Below!’
– 2000.4.

Lumley Park Burn joins the River
Wear only a short distance
downstream from Northumbrian
Water Limited’s abstraction point for
their Lumley Treatment Works which
provides domestic water supplies for
about one-fifth of the population of
Sunderland.  The burn and its
tributaries have suffered very badly
over the years as a result of
minewater pumping, which can be
traced back to about 1676.  Further
information on this can be found at:
www.igreens.org.uk/

lumley_park_burn.htm

The tests at Horden demonstrated
that there is good underground
hydraulic connection between the
workings of the coastal pits thereby
allowing pumping to be carried out at
either Dawdon, Easington or Horden
shafts.  The Coal Authority believe
that the relatively small abstraction
rate required to control minewater
levels infers that at the present time
there is not a significant
underground minewater flow from the
workings of the inland collieries of
the former Durham coalfield.  If this

flow does not reach the coast then
additional inland pumping may be
required by restarting one of the old
pumping stations that has ceased
pumping or elsewhere if the old
pumping station does not respond
well during pumping trials.
Chatershaugh pumping station
discharging direct into the River
Wear is one possibility for this.

The minewater levels in the workings
of the former Westoe and
Wearmouth Collieries are said by the
Coal Authority to be recovering
slowly and are at a depth of between
180 and 230 metres below ground
level.  Pumping will be required in
this block within the next ten years in
order to prevent the contamination of
the Permian aquifer under the
Sunderland area.

The situation regarding the
minewater levels in the workings of
the former Silksworth Colliery is more
uncertain.  This colliery had no
‘direct connections’ with any
adjacent colliery, however there were
two ‘indirect connections’ where
Silksworth workings underlay earlier
workings at Herrington and
Wearmouth Collieries.  The Coal
Authority is to install monitoring
boreholes in the Silksworth workings
during the current financial year.

Summary
The whole issue of underground
minewater is an extremely
complicated one and whilst these
notes, together with the previous
article in ‘Below’ have referred to the
problems in the former Durham
coalfield, the Coal Authority state
that the interconnectivity of large
areas of mining in the Durham and
Northumberland coalfield means that
they have to try and make a delicate
balance to prevent surface minewater
discharges or contamination of
aquifers.  There is direct hydraulic
connection all the way from Blyth in
the north to Blackhall in the south.
To control the recovery over all this
area will probably require several
long term pumping stations.



“Below” 2004.3 11

WELLINGTON JOURNAL AND SHREWSBURY NEWS 1899

FATAL COLLIERY ACCIDENT
AT -WROCKWARDINE WOOD.

Yesterday a sad fatality occurred at the Lilleshall Company’s
Granville Pits (Donnington Wood Colliery) near St.
George’s. It appears that a man named John Fenn had
been engaged in “ ripping the brow” in the top coal seam,
and had nearly built up the “cog,” when a large lump of
roof from between two unperceived slips fell on him and
killed him. No blame is attached to anyone, as the place
was closely timbered. Work in the seam at once ceased, and
the body was conveyed home. Deceased was an efficient
workman, and was well respected by his employers and
fellow-workmen.

24
th
 June 1899

THE FATAL COLLIERY ACCIDENT
AT WROCKWARDINE WOOD.

On Saturday an inquest was held at the White horse Inn,
Wrockwardine Wood, before Mr. J. W. Littlewood (deputy
coroner) on the body of John Fenn (49), a collier, who,
as stated in the Journal last week, was killed while
performing his duties at the Lilleshall Company’s Granville
Pits, near St. George’s. Mr. W. N. Atkinson (Her Majesty’s
inspector of mines) was in attendance.

Stephen Cooper, a collier, living at Trench Lane, said he
was working with the deceased on the previous day at No.
1 pit, in the top coal seam. They were engaged that day
breaking stone, when a lump of shale fell from the roof
on Fenn, and forced him to the ground on his face. The
deceased cried for help. Henry Fox, Isaac Jervis, and
witness went to his assistance, but before they could get
the stone and rubbish off the deceased he was dead. They
got him up at once and removed him home.

By the Inspector: They were building a pack wall alongside
the road. Witness was working on the opposite side to the
deceased. After the accident witness saw a slip, and the fall
came off very suddenly; there were two props there, and
the fall was between the props, which would be about 3ft.
6in, apart. So far as witness could see there was no danger.
Witness would have worked just as the deceased did.
Witness saw the deceased examine the roof the same day.
No shots had been fired that morning. There was plenty
of timber there if the deceased had wanted it. Witness said
he thought the stone fell quite accidentally and without
any warning.

Henry Fox, a collier, living at Wrockwardine Wood, said
he was working near to the deceased, but did not see any
danger or signs that a fall was likely to occur. Witness did
not think anyone was to blame for what occurred. By the

Inspector: When they got deceased out witness saw
two slips, which could not have been seen before.
Witness did not think there was any neglect or
carelessness on anyone’s part; what occurred was a pure
accident. Isaac Jervis gave corroborative evidence, and
the jury returned a verdict of “ Accidental death.”

The funeral took place on Tuesday at Wrockwardine
Wood Church. Deceased’s fellow work men showed
their great respect and regard by attending in large
numbers. They were accompanied by 20 brethren of the
“Lily of the Valley” Lodge of Oddfellows, of which
deceased had been a member for many years, and
besides these a numerous company of friends and
neighbours joined the cortege. All along the route of
the procession the road was lined by people, while the
blinds of the houses were drawn.

The service was conducted by the rector, the Rev. T.
Rogerson, and his curate, the Rev. A. New. The Rector
delivered a short address, in which he referred to the
sudden manner in which deceased had been cut off
from his wife, children, and friends, and impressed
upon those present the duty of being ready. The
customary service of the Oddfellows was then effectively
read by P.P.G.M. Richard Brothwood, at the close of
which the brethren cast their sprig of thyme on the
coffin and shook hands over it, closing the solemn
ceremony by singing a hymn. There was a number of
beautiful wreaths contributed by relatives and friends.

1st July 1899

FATAL ACCIDENT AT MINSTERLEY.
A MINER KILLED.

On Wednesday, at noon, a miner named Richard
Crowther left his comrades in the Snailbeach Lead
Mines for the purpose of coming up to attend the
funeral of a former workman at the mines. In doing so
the poor fellow met with a dreadful accident, for shortly
afterwards his body was found dreadfully crushed not
far from the cage. No one was with him when the
accident happened, but it is supposed by some means
the man must have been dragged under the cage while
it was in motion, and thus got crushed to death.
Deceased was chief pitman of the miners, and had
worked at Snailbeach many years. Great sympathy is felt
with Mrs. Crowther and the family, who are much
respected in the neighbourhood.

30th September 1899

What the Papers Were Saying
Submitted by Steve Dewhirst
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The Madeley Court Colliery, Madeley, Shropshire, Part 1
by Ivor Brown

This was a ‘colliery’ in a true
Shropshire fashion - one mine with
one mine manager, but with a number
of operational pits, usually self
contained, each producing coal and
or ironstone under the control of a
contractor or chartermaster. The
Madeley Court Colliery had 7 pits
under chartermasters (Hopleys,
Guys, Guests etc.) with a total of 17
shafts.

The following notes are based on a
paper published in 1970 by the writer.
Little further research appears to
have been done since then, but
additional material has been added
when this could be verified. A small
booklet has been published by Tony
Mugridge which, using the 1970
notes as a basis, has added material
from the memory of old miners and
personal observation. the booklet
does not give the source of the
additional material so it cannot be
checked and is not added to these
notes.

From 1705, with the break-up of the
Madeley manorial estate, all the
minerals within a radius of 500 yards
of the old Court House were sold, but
remained unworked until they were
taken over by James Foster. He
purchased the property on 25th
March 1828 for these minerals, coal,
ironstone, fireclay, brickclay and
sand, and shortly after 1840, he
commenced their working.

At first he transported them via the
adjoining canal to his furnaces at
Wombridge. However, following
complaints to the canal company
concerning its charges and the low
power of the inclined-plane engines
at Stirchley, Foster decided to
transfer his furnaces to the Madeley
site.

The furnaces were transferred in
1843, continued in blast until 1902
and were dismantled in 1904.

Fosters operations formed almost an
island within the Madeley Wood
Company’s ‘take’ (see figure 1) but
an additional spur of mineral area was

obtained near Halesfield Pit later in
the 1800s. The old Court House itself
suffered badly from undermining
during the 70 year working period of
the Court Company’s pits, before
they were closed in the early 20th
century.

The 1848 Report of Commissioners
on ‘The State of the Population in the
Mining Districts’ indicated that “Mr.
Pearce, the manager of Mr. Forsters
(sic) Works, Madeley Court”
employed about 800 people, but this
may also have included his other
older works such as Jackfield and
Broseley.

By 1851 Bagshaws Directory shows
that, in Madeley, James Foster
employed 500 but how many were in
the mines and in the works separately
is not known.  There was however a
separate Furnace Manager and a
Mines Manager. It is known that in
1894, well past the boom years of
about 1870, there were 252 miners
employed at the four Court Pits then
in operation.

The 1848 Report seems to show that
Foster was quite a paternal employer,
he built houses in Aqueduct Village,
including the ‘Foster Row’ for his

workers and provided them with an
Anglican Mission Church in 1851. In
his evidence to the Commissioners,
Charles Pearce, the manager said he
believed that “in consequence of the
fair and proper treatment” his
workers received “and of the comfort
of their dwellings, of the absence of
all attempts at making deductions
from their wages in the form of truck,
and of obliging them to spend money
in public houses and of other
favourable circumstances of the
neighbourhood, the colliers and
miners of this district were usually
content to work for 10 to 20% less
wages than in South Staffordshire”.

It has been shown by Marilyn
Higson, however, that many of
Fosters workers must have lived
outside the Aqueduct since in the
peak period the 1871 census shows
that of the 98 employed persons
living in that village only 27 were
classed as mineworkers and 35 as
ironworkers.

The Madeley Tithe Map of 1849
shows that at least six shafts (3
‘pits’) were being worked, Nos. 2 and
3, and Nos. 7 and 8, near the
ironworks, and Nos. 5 and 6 at the
South-western extremity of the site
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(see figure 2). Number 5 and 6 seem
to be connected to the furnaces by a
tramway which runs along the north-
west side of the site and between the
Court House and the Farm, but a
shorter “tramway” appears to be
under construction on the South-
west side. This is later shown on the
OS Maps. Pits 2 and 3, and 7 and 8
are connected directly to the works
and to a ‘basin’ on the canal at the
foot of the Stirchley Inclined Plane.
Canal traffic however, ceased soon
afterwards and the bulk of the output
was used on site.

In about 1860, the Coalport Branch
Railway Line was constructed
through the mining area almost at the
level of the top of the tips, but there
was no rail connection to this from
the Court Works as the Works were
already connected to the Madeley-
Lightmoor Branch of the Shrewsbury
and Birmingham Railways opened in
1854. Its station and siding were on
the northern boundary of the site.

The 1891 Inspector of Mines report
gives some interesting information
regarding the pits then at work.
Under the name ‘Madeley Court
Colliery’, manager W.J.Clarke’, there
were 4 pits see Table 1.

The pits worked in pairs (except No.1
the Water Pit and No. 4 a trial) and
were numbered chronologically and
consecutively from 1 to 17. The
actual dates of sinking are not known
except for No.12 which was almost
certainly sunk in 1872. Nos. 2 and 3, 7
and 8, 9 and 10, 11 and 12, and 16 and
17, were the chief producers. The
Pennystone ironstone workings at

Name Seam   Shaft depths No. of Splits Length of Sectional Quantity Mode
of pit worked Down   Up  dias. or currents currents area of of air of

 cast  cast airways (cu ft./min.) ventilation
7 & 8 Best Coal 706 ft. 709 ft. 8ft. 8ft. 1 1166 yd. 15sq.ft. 1877 Furnace

1 472 yd. 20 sq.ft. 4601
9 & 10 Little Flint Coal 696ft. 696ft. 8ft. 8ft. 1 1738 yd. 20 sq.ft. 3435 Furnace
11 & 12 Double Coal 503 ft. 503ft. 7½ft.8ft. 1 913 yd. 20 sq.ft. 2856 Furnace
16 & 17 Pennystone 867ft. 867ft. 8ft. 8ft. 1 2332 yd. 36 sq.ft. 7135 Furnace

Ironstone 1 583 yd. 36 sq.ft. 4318

}

}

The Madeley Court Colliery, Madeley, Shropshire, Part 1
by Ivor Brown, continued ...

shafts Nos. 2 and 3, 7 and 8, and 16
and 17 were abandoned in 1903, while
all shafts Nos. 1 - 15 were officially
abandoned for coal working in 1911,
although many had ceased working
long before this. Nos. 7 and 8 were
the last shafts worked, and from
these the shaft pillars supporting the
furnaces were extracted between 1904
and 1910. The pumping shaft and
Nos. 16 and 17 continued in use
however, operated by the Madeley
Wood Company, until about 1914
under the management of Halesfield
Pit.

For some years there was a dispute
between the Madeley Court and the
Madeley Wood Companies regarding
the responsibility for drainage. From
1893 the latter company contributed
towards the former’s drainage costs
and from about 1910 took over the
responsibility completely. In 1916 the

Madeley Wood Company also leased
an area of Flint Coal around Nos. 16
and 17 shafts at £60 per acre, but
very little was actually extracted.

The closing years of the colliery is
shown very clearly in the statistics
given in the annual List of Mines -
see Table 2, where selected years
have been given, showing the
number employed underground and
on the surface.

The 1912 report says that working
ceased in July 1912 and that
abandonment plans were sent in
December 1912. W.Snowdon was the
manager at this time. There is no
mention of the Madeley Court
Company pits in 1913.

More details of the individual pits
will be given in Part 2 in the next
issue of ‘Below!’.

Table 1: Madeley Court Colliery ‘pits’ from the 1891 Inspector of Mines Report
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Pits 1894 1896 1905 1908 1910 1911
2 & 3     -     - 18/5 24/7 31/7 25/10
3 & 8 54/11 47/11 16/22 19/6 14/16
9 & 10 35/4 closed July ‘94     -     -
11 & 12 34/12 34/12     -     -     -     -
16 & 17 66/36 65/38     -     -     -     -

Totals 189/63 146/61 34/27 43/13 45/23 25/10

   252    207    61    56    68    35

}

The Madeley Court Colliery, Madeley, Shropshire, Part 1
by Ivor Brown, continued ...

Table 2:  Statistics from the Annual List of MinesFootnote
Photographs of the operations at
Madeley Court Colliery are shown in
“The East Shropshire Coalfields” by
Ivor J.Brown, page 61.

(selected years given only, number employed underground/surface)

Below: Part of ‘Fosters Row’, built
for the Madeley Court workers,
probably in the early 1840s. The row
was built as blocks of 4 houses,
(each house being ‘2 up-2 down’),
the surviving ones are numbered 26
to 49 Aqueduct Road (one and a ‘bit’
blocks were demolished to make
the Britannia Inn car park).

Other rows of
houses in
Aqueduct were
built  later, and
were not as
luxurious as
these.

No.1 Aqueduct Road, Aqueduct.

Built by Mr. Foster for the manager of
the Madeley Court Ironworks.

Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings,
September 2004.

Thanks
To Neil Clarke for information about
‘Fosters’ Row and other dwellings in
Aqueduct.
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The Madeley Court Colliery, Madeley, Shropshire, Part 1
by Ivor Brown, continued ...

Madeley Court Mineral Royalty and Shaft
Locations and Tips in 1882
Based on the 1882 OS Map with additions by I.J.Brown

Figure 3
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The last mineral mine to be worked in
the Lake District is to be reopened
to visitors for a limited number of
days a year following restoration by
the National Trust (this year they
opened twice).

The processing mill and its unique
collection of machinery at Force Crag
is located at the head of the Coledale
Valley where the collection of brick
and corrugated tin buildings stand
testament to a past hive of industrial
activity.

The most productive period at Force
Crag was during the Second World
War when baryte was used for
munitions.  The mine finally ceased
production in 1992. The site was last
visited by Club members in 1989
during NAMHO ‘89 when they were
able to explore underground and
surface features - the mill was
particularly interesting with flotation
tanks and small scale processing
equipment. Signs in 1989 indicated
that the site even back then was in
the ‘care’ of the National Trust.

Earlier this year the National Trust
employed specialist contractors who
pieced back the jumble of mill
machinery which had been partly
stripped out.

Force Crag Re-opens(ish)

Force Crag
Mine, July
1989

The whole
complex was
designed to
be ‘gravity fed’

Right: Inside the
adit entrance.

Left: Club member Chris Lewis climbing one of the miners
ladders.

Below: An excited Mike Moore heads for the exit, passed one of the
many mine trucks seen on the trip

Left: The ‘new’ adit
driven through loose
spoil. The shed by
the entrance carried
a National Trust sign.
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Above: NAMHO visitors milling about, outside the mill.

Below: A hirsute Mr.Thorpe investigates a chain
conveyor in the mill.

Right: Some of our top people are looking in to it - in this
case a filter in the final stages of the process.

Pictures: Peter Eggleston - I.A.Recordings, 1989

Below: The rotating filters
Visitors can access the buildings through
pre-booked guided tours on five open
days each year, plus guided visits for
specialist interest groups - perhaps we
should sign up for one of these.

Further information is available by
telephoning:  01539 435599

Force Crag Re-opens(ish)
continued ...

Left: Home-made scoops for delivering measured
amounts of chemicals to the flotation tanks.

News item from ‘Old Glory’ (Oct.04)
Submitted by Ian Cooper

with additions by Peter Eggleston
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Turkish Mine Fire

Chinese mine explosion kills Ten

Update on Irish Mines
by Ivor Brown

Having missed the NAMHO Irish
Mines trip last year, and several
organised trips before this, I have at
long last been able to take a break
and visit the sites of the metal mines
that I have been following in the
mining press for the last few decades.

Brief details of my findings are given
below:

Older mine sites visited included
Glendalough (interesting remains,
tourist area), Bunmahon-Copper
Coast (fine engine houses and small
museum), Allihies (dramatic engine
houses and scenery). Also visited
were the Castlecomer Coal workings
(not much found), Liscannor Quarry
Stone Museum and shop, Aillwee
Cave (educational, but not many
“pretties” to see) and the Bru Na

Boinne Passage Tombs (amazing new
tourist attraction).

The visit was sunny throughout (The
Club/I.A. video seems to show rain at
every site !!). It shows that you can
be lucky sometimes!. Unfortunately I
was unable to get down any of the
“new show-mines” at Glengowla,
Shallee and Arigna (Colliery) -
perhaps next time!

Mine Minerals Date Date Comment
Produced opened closed

1. Tynagh Pb, Zn, Cu, Ag 1965 1980 Gas-fuelled power station being built on site.

2. Gortdrum Cu, Hg (Mercury) 1967 1975 Now mainly a landfill site.

3. Silvermines Zn, Pb 1968 1982 Some quarrying for stone, some buildings
remain, older ones preserved.
Closed Shallee Mine nearby.

4. Avoca Cu 1970 1982 Derelict site, some older buildings present.

5. Tara Zn, Pb, Ag 1977 Working Large operation, about 700 employed.

6. Galmoy Zn, Pb 1997 Working Medium operation, about 100 employees
(contractors at present on strike).

7. Lisheen Zn, Pb 1999 Working Medium operation, about 350 employees.
(Lisheen adjoins an old peat working operation, still using narrow gauge railway with locos).

8. The Ballynoe Barytes Mine 1963 1993 Open pit, but underground from the 1980s,
has some buildings and small industries.

on Friday 6th August. Rescue teams
have still not identified the cause of
the explosion.

Thousand of miners are killed in
China every year despite repeated
government promises to promote
safety.  At least 32 people were killed
in a coal mine explosion in
Heilongjiang province in north-

Ten miners were killed and five
others trapped after a gas explosion
in a mine in northern China. The dead
and injured were among 99 miners
working underground in the
Xiaowangou coal mine in Hejin City
in Shanxi province.

Five trapped workers were rescued
after the blast, which happened early

The survivors had moved deeper into
the mine in their attempts to find a
safe refuge, but managed to maintain
radio contact to the surface. Fans
were eventually used to dissperse
the smoke and extra air was pumped
into the mine.

News reports, 8th Sept. 2004

eastern China in February.  Official
statistics say that more than 7,000
coal miners were killed in gas
explosions, cave-ins and other
accidents in China in the first 10
months of last year.

Chinese State News Agency
7th August 2004

At least nineteen miners have died,
with 17 injured, in a fire in a copper
mine near the town of Kure, 300km
(185 miles) north of the Turkish
capital, Ankara. .

The fire and subsequent explosion
caused the mine entrance to collapse.

The fire is thought to have started
during welding work in the tunnel,
150m below the surface. It was
extinguished after four hours and
rescuers using breathing apparatus
gas masks were hampered in their
search for trapped men by thick
smoke.
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Dean Corner - a mystery
by Steve Dewhirst
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Location of Deancorner, Broseley
and the ‘mystery’ shaft cap

The Dean

During the past year a ‘beehive’
shaft cap at Deancorner, Broseley,
(see the map below) was brought to
my attention. Over the years quite a
few such shaft caps have been seen
around the Broseley area. When
photographing this one it was
discovered that it had been cement
rendered - on the inside!

So here lies the mystery, how do you
manage to build a shaft cap and
render the inside?

Mine Background
The Victoria County History records
that in 1758 John Bell and John
Thursfield leased the coal at Dean
Corner from George Forester which
confirms the presence of the coal
measures here.

The shaft in question appears much
newer than 1758 but there are shafts
and mounds (bell pits?) in the nearby
woods, so Bell and Thursfield could
have been working there. Half a mile
north of Deancorner was the Deer-
leap/ Lodge Lane opencast which
worked from the 1950s to 1980s.

Right: View of the broken
‘shaft cap’

Below: Views inside the
‘shaft cap’, showing
rendered upper section.

Pictures: Steve Dewhirst

Idle Speculation
Is seems odd to render the inside of
the cap, what would it achieve?
However, in a recent copy of
Descent (178, June/July 2004) there
was an item about the discovery at
Lime Kiln Mine by Len Kirkham of a
250 year old powder store. The
photograph in Descent shows a

stone built building with a ‘beehive’
top, but it could easily have been
brick (it may have looked like the
small shelter in Jackfield in the
picture below). If it was partly buried
so only the top section was visible it
could easily appear like a shaft cap -
a powder store would need to be
water proof, so might be render

inside.

The only way to check
if this is a possibility
would be to carry out a
little excavation - there
should be a doorway
somewhere!

Kelvin

Brick shelter in Jackfield, 2003.
Picture: Steve Dewhirst
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The County Court, Madeley, Shropshire - its mining connection
by Ivor Brown

There are two “Court Houses” in
Madeley, both having strong mining
connections. The ‘old Court House,
now a hotel, but in the late 19th
Century the centre for the Madeley
Court mining operations and home of
the managers until 1909, and the
‘County’ Court House. They are very
different, the old manorial Court
House, which has parts dating to the
13th Century still stands isolated
among the now wooded pit-waste
tips, but the County Court house was
purpose built on the High Street in
Madeley in 1858 to a classic Grecian
style. This latter building is one of
only two such buildings in
Shropshire (the other is in
Shrewsbury) built for sorting out
legally financial disputes before a
judge. Being in the centre of a
Coalfield it was much used, as seen
below, for mining and associated
disputes.

According to Directories this neat
little County Court House was
designed by a Mr. Reeves of London
to house a court previously held for
many years “in the Club Room of the
Royal Oak Inn” (see the map on page
15 for the location of the County
Court). It “consisted of a large and
lofty Court room, registrar and
bailiffs’ offices, judges retiring room

and a dwelling house for the Court
Keeper”.

Two typical cases heard a century
ago are as follows:

1. Family named Dann (carters) v
Madeley Court Company, before
Judge Harris Lea, March 1904.

The family named Dann* had for
many years carted the pig iron
from Madeley Court Furnaces
(which used local ironstone) to
the nearby Court Station Yard on
the basis that they would be
employed eventually to cart it
from the stocking area to a
suitable train. For this they would
be paid at a price of one penny
and three farthings for each ton.

When the Furnaces closed and
everything was sold up in about
1902 the new owners employed
others to load up the remaining
stock of pig iron so William Dann
did not get paid. Dann then
claimed for the work he had
already done under the earlier
agreement, that of taking the
1,559 tons of pig iron to stack on
the understanding that he would
be paid for loading it. He claimed,
about £11 6s for the 1557 tons of

pig iron involved, off W.H.Foster
of the Court Company. Charles
Worth Pearce, who said he had
been General Manager for the
Company since 1863, was called
to give evidence. He admitted
that Dann and his parents had
worked on the arrangement
described during his time and the
Judge awarded Dann £8.10.3
(presumably reduced because he
had not done the final loading).

2.  John Griffiths, miner v Lilleshall
Company, before Judge Harris
Lea, July 1904. John Griffiths sued
the Company for a fortnights
wages as he considered he had
been unfairly “instantly
dismissed” following a dispute
regarding underground roadway
conditions. It appears that
Griffiths had just completed his
normal 9pm to 5.45am night shift
when Mr. Butcher, the
underground manager ordered
him to do more work, presumably
as overtime. The Company
claimed that they had to keep
strict order as they employed
over 3,000 men.

Judge Harris Lea gave judgement
that he accepted that there was a
rule that 14 days notice had to be

Madeley County Court House, February 2004 - Now the ‘Lumley Hall Centre for Young People’
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The other Court House in Madeley, centre of the Madeley Court Mining
operations (see page 15) and for a time home of the Madeley Court
Managers. Now restored and converted into a Corus Hotel.
Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings

given unless there was a refusal
to work in which case dismissal
could be instant. In this case,
however, he questioned whether
a man could be bound to work
overtime. He therefore gave
judgement for the amount claimed
by the miner and for the usual
costs.

* Note 1: Regarding the Danns
being carters in Madeley; at Madeley
Wood Colliery in the 1960s, a flat
truck was always called a “dan” and
pushing a tub was called ‘danning’.

Is there any connection to the name?

Note 2: Court Sessions were held
every Wednesday at 10.00am. The
writer remembers as a child seeing a
couple of motor cars (these were
probably the only ones in Madeley!)
in the 1940s parked outside the Court
House, and then hanging around

The County Court, Madeley, Shropshire - its mining connection
by Ivor Brown, continued ...

with the hope of seeing a judge in
courtly robes or prisoners in chains!
This never happened.

The Court House ceased to be used
for Sessions in 1950 and has had a
chequered career since - Youth Club,
Boxing Club HQ, etc.

EUROPAMINES [ex- MINET], the European Mining Heritage Network
Some of you may have been
following the very occasional
references to the lengthy
metamorphosis of the 1999 ‘MINET’
project into its new successor
hybrid, ‘EUROPAMINES’, not least
because the otherwise attractive title
MINET had very unfortunate
connotations in French, Portugese
and Polish. Apart from our singular
lack of success in conjuring up a
better title than Europamines, the
project proposal itself has been
funded in full by, and as submitted to
the EU Culture 2000 Programme.
Contracts were signed in July by the
EU Secretariat and by the Geological
Survey of Ireland (GSI), acting as the
Lead Partner on behalf of a
consortium of funding partners in the
UK, Italy, Spain, Portugal and Ireland
[Mining Heritage Trust of Ireland
(MHTI), as well as GSI], along with a
number of associate, non-funding
partners in Cornwall, Germany,
France and Poland.

The one year (August 1, 2004 to July
31, 2005), Euro100,000 budget project
is basically an enabling action to

provide for the creation of
Europamines as a legally formulated
entity for pursuing, amongst other
actions:
1) heightened awareness and

appreciation of Europe’s mining
heritage, in all its diversity,
technological, historical,
architectural, social, cultural etc.

2)  lobbying for the conservation of
such heritage, to complement
similar activities by other national
and international groups such as
TICCIH.

3) creating a series of
communications and publicity
tools, including a web site,
information leaflets and display
units.

4) providing a series of thematic, on-
site training sessions (5 such
sessions are planned in the 1 year
period, in Cornwall (see note
below), Spain (Linares - early
December 2004), Italy (March
2005), Poland (late April 2005) and
Portugal (June 2005)), and an
annual conference. [NB all dates
provisional]

5) and to create a partnership forum

through which members will be
able to identify mutually
advantageous developmental and
funding opportunities in the
future.

Membership will be open to all site
specific, regional or national bodies
which are actively engaged in mine
heritage conservation, presentation
or research activities, and which will
subscribe to a quality standard
represented in the network charter
and code of good practice. Ongoing
reports on developments and reviews
of actions will be provided on the
MHTI web site - www.mhti.com -
which will provide for more in-depth
coverage via a hot-link to the
Europamines web site, once it has
been established.

MHTI is a funding partner in the
project, a position due entirely to
allocation of a special grant of
Euro5,000 from the Heritage Council,
an award which MHTI very gratefully
acknowledges.

John Morris
from Mining History Discussion List
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Conferences, Events
and Research

In 2005, July 8-10, NAMHO will be
holding its annual conference in the
south-east of England, at Dorking in
Surrey. The venue, close to cross
channel links and major regional
airports, provides an ideal
opportunity to bring together mining
historians from across Europe.

As part of the conference it is
intended to hold a seminar on ‘The
Common Aspects of European
Mining History’. The seminar would
include perhaps six papers on
aspects of mining history which are
not confined by national borders and
reflect a common interest in mining
be it for metals, coal or stone. There
will be the opportunity to network
and establish working relationships
with other mining historians from
across the continent.

If you are interested in attending
contact:  Peter Claughton

P.F.Claughton@exeter.ac.uk

NAMHO 2005

Hidden Earth 2004
This years Hidden Earth is being held
at the Brewery Arts Centre, Kendal
over the weekend 1st to 3rd October
(yes, it clashes yet again with the
Club AGM !!). This well equipped
venue has three purpose built
theatres, three bars and a restaurant ,
along with many other features.

The event will be extended this year
to start on Wednesday 29th
September with field events based on
the Dalesbridge Centre, Austwick -
the bunkhouse is reserved along with
camping space from Wednesday
evening for field trips/caving trips on
Thursday and Friday.

The main conference will have all the
usual features - SRT competition,
Photography salon, video, AV, Art,
Cartoons and Stomp. Ben Lyon is the
guest speaker at the Conference
dinner, followed by China Caves
Spectacular.

For more information and booking
forms visit the web site:

www.hidden-earth.org.uk

New Caving Website Hits The Net
 The internet has just given birth to a
brand new website dedicated entirely
to serving the needs of thousands of
cavers. The concept was developed
by a small team of experienced
potholers who found that important
information about the sport was
scattered across the net and wasn't
always to be found in the obvious
places. The site aims to remedy the
situation via an information
exchange.

The idea of the site is not new on the
internet but its application to caving
is believed to be unique as it is
presented regionally alongside
national and international interests.

The primary objective of the site is to
freely provide relevant information to
active cavers, from novices to experts
alike, irrespective of their own
location or the area of interest; it will
also appeal to those who like to just
surf as it has readily accessible
forums, galleries, journals and trip
reports submitted by other cavers.

Visitors who register for free can start
their own journal where they can
directly record their own trips and
adventures; instantly upload photos
to galleries they create; submit

stories and news items for posting;
and join a community with the
common aim of sharing their
knowledge and experiences for the
benefit of caving.
 
The service is offered completely free
with no catches or commitments, the
aims are simple and ambitions are
high.

The site is intended to be a one stop
site where cavers from everywhere
will find what they need".

You can visit the site at:

www.deeppenetration.info

There are already a number of
specific caving related sites offering
galleries and discusion forum, so
how well this site performs will
depend on how many cavers decide
to support it.

Other sites you might be interested in
visiting are:

www..ukcaving.com
(has a good discussion forum and

members photo gallery)
and

www.caving.uk.com
(run by Descent magazine)

Secret Underground Bristol
A new TV series was broadcast during August and September, inspired by
the book "Secret Underground Bristol" it covered the same topics of Caves,
mines follies etc.

The series was produced by Redweather Production for ITV 1 WEST so it
was not available outside of the West area (HTV). The topics covered by the
programmes were:

Caves - 12 August - Pen Park Hole, Banwell Bone Cave, Otter Hole
Bristol - 19 August - Under Bristol City Centre and Redcliff Caves (mine)
Follies - 26 August - Stancombe Park, Goldney & Warmley Grottoes
Quarries - 2nd September - Westwood Bath Stone, Bradford-on-Avon
Cave Diving - 9th September - Swildens Hole Wookey Hole
Coal - 16th September - Bristol & Somerset Coalfield & the Forest of Dean

The presenter of the programme was Chris Searle. It was during the filming of
the Otter Hole sequences that one of the helpers was injured, resulting in
last years massive rescue call-out. Ian Cooper has managed to record some
of the episodes so if you fancy seeing any of them have a word with him -
although hopefully they will get a national airing before too long.



“Below” 2004.3 23

Latest Mining Video from I.A.Recordings

Books and Videos

A Tour of Carrs Mine
Exploring the nenthead visitor mine

Keighley Coal
British Mining No.74 M.C. Gill

A5, 105 pp, 21 figs, 10 plates.
ISBN 0 901450 57 X

Although the Keighley area is famed
for its textile and engineering
industries, few people know of the
many small coal pits which were an
important part of the local economy
before the coming of the canal and
the railway.  These were worked for
at least five centuries with the last
one closing in 1932.  One person who
was aware of them was Paul Davison
whose keen interest in local geology
led him to study the industry and its
history in the Aire Valley and its
tributaries between Bingley and
Skipton.  He made copious notes, but
his untimely death prevented him
preparing them for publication.

Fortunately, however, these notes
were deposited at Cliffe Castle
Museum, where Mike Gill was able to
combine them with his own work to
produce the current volume British
Mining 74: Keighley Coal.  A useful
index of personal names has been
included. Price: £8.50.

Mike Moore

Fluorspar in the North
Pennines

Edited by R.A.Fairburn
ISBN 0951893939

Pub: Friends of Killhope
This pocket-sized book comprises 6
chapters is a result of the day school
held at Killhope in October 2001
entitled “The Fluorspar Industry of
the North Pennines”.

The book cannot be described as
‘light reading’ - it is too full of facts,
but it is a specialist publication that
fills a gap in a very specialist market.
There are planty of photographs
(slightly too dark), drawings,
diagrams, quotations and references
etc.. However it has suffered from
poor editing and typographic errors
which detracts from the high quality
of content from 6 well-known and
respected authors (Young, Hacker,
Graham, Smith, Younger and
Almond).(131 pages). Price: £8.50

Balmaidens
by Lynne Mayers, ISBN 1 872229 48 4

Large format, soft cover, 261 pages,
62 illustrations plus tables, diagrams,
and poems. Price £20.

This is the story of the women and
girls who worked at the mines of
South West England. It is estimated
that between 1720 and 1920 about
60,000 women and girls worked at the
mines, quarries and clay works of
Cornwall and Devon. They carried
out hard, highly skilful and

specialised labour, and were an
essential part of the operation.
Mayers has researched their working
lives and their homelife, their
characteristics and the occupational
hazards they endured.

As the mines closed, where did they
go and what happened to them? This
is the record of a group of remarkable
women and the individual stories of
the few who are traceable.

There is also an introduction to the
other things to see and do at
Nenthead, including the unique
collection of Georgian and Victorian
buildings and ‘The Power of Water’ -
an exciting hands-on exhibit
demonstrating the importance of
water power for lead mining.

After the tour we go beyond the
show mine with SCMC members, to
explore areas of Carrs that people
don’t normally get to see, including a
gleaming calcite-lined ‘grotto’ and
unprotected sumps with water
pouring down to even deeper mines.

We also have a quick look into some
of the other mines of Nenthead,
particularly Smallcleugh with its
stone arching, ore chutes and air
doors.
Written by Peter Wilkinson, Janet
Cresswell and Peter Eggleston
Running time: 31 mins.

www.iarecordings.org

For more details about videos and
DVDs contact:
I.A.Recordings,

PO Box 476, Telford, TF8 7RH

£12.95 - VHS (£10 to Club Members)
DVD-R, £14.95 (£12 to Club Members)
NGR: NY 783 431

Carrs mine is part of the phenomenal
Nenthead lead-zinc mining complex
high on Alston Moor in the
Cumbrian North Pennines. Carrs was
first recorded in 1679 and by 1750 it
was one of the largest mines in the
area. From about 1800 it was taken
over by the London Lead Company
who already ran most of the
Nenthead mines. They brought in
modern techniques such as horse
haulage on tram rails. In the early
20th Century it was mined for zinc by
the Belgian Vieille Montagne
company who introduced
compressed-air rock drills.

This is a record of a tour of the show
mine guided by Peter Wilkinson,
showing the superb dry-stone
arching of the horse levels, the vein
mineralisation, some of the mining
methods, tunnels and workings large
and small, timbered rises, iron rails
and the shapes and beautiful colours
of mineral deposits - ‘the mysterious
underworld of the leadminer’.
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Diary DatesClub Officers

29th September - 1st October: Pre-
Conference trips for Hidden Earth, at
the Dalesbridge Centre, Austwick.

1st-3rd October: Hidden Earth 2004 -
the annual BCRA Conference.

1st October: Club AGM

2nd October: Club Annual Dinner at
the Callow Inn.

22nd-25th October: 20th SUICRO
Symposium, Clonmel Arms Hotel,
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

2005
25th February: Cave Biology, 29th
Nunwick Lecture, University of Hull.

5th March: BCRA Cave Science
Symposium, University of
Birmingham

5th-9th June: Centenary of flotation
symposium, Brisbane, Australia. Visit
the web site:  www.ausimm.com.au

17th-19th June: FoD Caving
Symposium IV, English Bicknor

8th-10th July: NAMHO 2005,
Juniper Hall Field Centre, Dorking,
Surrey.

The ‘sure fire’ way of checking air quality  ....

chick !

The air feels ‘thick’

.. er .. or methane !

67

I’ll try my lighter
- it’ll be CO

2 BOOM !

chick !

KER  -

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

Tackle: Ian Cooper
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Librarian: Alan Robinson

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Rescue Officer:
Neal Rushton
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