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Library Additions
North Wales Caving Club:
Newsletter 287, Oct/Nov 2003 -
includes items on Nenthead, Aber
Sychnant dig and flood..
Speleology: September 2003, Issue 3,
Bulletin of the British Cave Research
Association, includes King Pot,
Carbon Dioxide in caves, LED
lighting, Expedition reports fon
Matienzo Spain 2002, Hidden Rover
China 2002, Mendip Caving.
Plymouth Caving Group: Newsletter
& Journal No.142, December
2002.No.143 April 2003.

WMS Shropshire Visit
In September about 50 members of
the Welsh Mining Society visited the
South Shropshire mines and were
shown around by SCMC members.
On the Saturday they inspected the 4
Pontesford engine houses and 2
smelters and then Snailbeach and
Bog Mines. Sunday was spent at The
Grits and Gravels with some
underground trips also.

Some 13 occupiers of properties had
to be consulted, but all permissions
were given freely. The organisers are
most grateful to them and to the Club
for acting as guides. WMS last
visited the area 14 years ago and
were impressed by work done since
then. A donation has been made to
the Shropshire Mines Trust Funds.

BCRA Insurance
Since the last issue of Below, the
underwriters of the BCRA Insurance
scheme have with-drawn the cover.
As a result underground trips have
been suspended until an alternative
means of insurance can be found.
Members who are also members of
the DCA (or its affiliated clubs) and
PDMHS are currently still covered.
Unfortunately the underwriters of the
DCA insurance scheme are not
prepared to extend it to other UK
clubs. Unless a UK solution can be
found, then we will have to look
abroad. Cavers in France have quite a
good insurance scheme, it is better
than the old BCRA scheme in that it
includes personal insurance and a
number of other benefits, but it costs
about 44 euros per person!
Hopefully things will be resolved
before too long.

Welcome
Following the November meeting
Alun Cureton, was voted in as a new
member of the club.

AGM Results
At the October AGM, Alan taylor
was re-elected as Club President,
Eileen Bowen was voted in as
Chairperson. Mike Davies stays as
Secretary (for just 1 more year), while
Bob Taylor remains as Treasurer (his
90th year?).

Subscription fees
Subs have been decreased to reflect
the forthcoming change to insurance
levies (with the insurance element
removed):

Full member, £15.00
Family, £20.00
Junior, £10.00

For some technical Christmas
Specs visit:
Santa’s Sleigh After OSHA
www.hsegroup.com/hse/images/sleigh.jpg
The OSHA Approved Santa Claus
www.hsegroup.com/hse/images/Oshsanta.jpg

Merry
Christmas

and a

Happy
New Year

the caving
rope trick
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News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown

Crich Tramway
On a recent visit to Crich Tramway
Museum, Derbyshire it was noticed
that the preserved cast iron gents
urinal next to the Red Lion pub is
similar to that at the Minsterley
Market Place (opposite the former
Miners Arms) even to the little cast
iron ‘lions head’ on the top.

Engineers Son
A Mr. Ivor Fountain, son of the
engineer for the Bog Ropeway about
1920 came to Shropshire for his
annual visit during September from
his South Coast home. He stayed at
Shelve and visited old friends, the
site of the ropeway and his fathers
grave. Other visitors to the area
included a party from Japan (who
beat IJB’s party to the counter at the
Bog Interpretation Centre and used
all the best crockery and trays).

Cuckoo Oak Inn
The modern inn at Cuckoo Oak,
Madeley, replaced an old coaching
inn (licenced 1831 with stables for 11
horses) which became the centre for
speculative houses for miners at
Halesfield Pit, several rows of houses
were built in the 1840’s. In 1901 the
pubs trade was described as ‘mining
and roadside’. The present pub built
about 1970 tries to emulate this with
lamps, baskets, tools and even
‘miners trucks’ strung up in the
ceiling. Also some mining photos.

New Large Tunnel
The new large tunnel at Cliffe Hill
Quarry, Leicestershire, is now
complete and at the opening
ceremony local residents were given
guided tours through it - it is 713m
long and cost £4.5 million (see last
issue of ‘Below’)

Quarry Management,
Oct. 2003

Thorne Colliery
The Daily Telegraph (7th August
2003) reported that Richard Budge
(formerly of RJB Mining) was about

to add the mothballed Thorne
Colliery to his new mining company
(Coalpower). His other mine, Hatfield,
now employs over 200 men.

Potash Feeder
Cleveland Potash have installed a
special vibrating feeder for use in
producing 600 to 900 tons of salt per
hour each weekend (it is a potash
mine during the week). It is one mile
underground where the temperature
is over 40o C

Quarry Management,
Oct. 2003

Tara Cargo Lost
At the end of June 2003 the bulk
carrier ‘Jambo’ sank off the coast of
Scotland and with it around 3,300
tons of zinc concentrate from Tara
Mine, Ireland, were lost. An attempt
is being made to salvage the precious
cargo using divers and pumps with
hopper barges of the type used in
dredging. It must be expensive to
mine the same mineral twice!

Mining Journal
5th September 2003

Worth a Visit
Caphouse Colliery

(National Coal Mining Museum)
Water Treatment Scheme

For years ochreous water has been
pumped out of the working mines
and, often untreated in any form,
allowed to flow into rivers, but now
the pits are closed, the underground
water is rising and coming to surface
in surprising places.

Until recently the Caphouse Colliery
water went in part through deep
underground tunnels to Woolley
Colliery 3 miles away, where it was
pumped and treated by cascading,
adding flocculents, passing through
fabric filter barriers and then through
reed beds (1.4 ha area - largest such
wetland in the UK).

Deposited sludges were dug out at
intervals and sent to tips. A further

part of Caphouse water was pumped
at the Inman shaft of neighbouring
Hope Pit, half a mile from Caphouse
and here it was treated on a similar
but smaller plant, but lime was used
as a settling medium and there were
no reed-beds. Fortunately the water
produced here was rather less
ochreous than at Woolley (10 mg per
litre against up to 15 mg per litre, to
be acceptable it should be less than 3
mg per litre).

However, things have changed, the
tunnel to Woolley seems to have
collapsed, more water has to be
pumped at Hope Shaft to keep
Caphouse clear and Hope Pit has
now become an extension to the
Museum. Over £1.4 million has been
spent upgrading the treatment plant
which will now become a major public
exhibit as well as an international
research station.

More water is being pumped through
Inman Shaft (160m deep, historic in
itself with remains of its beam engine
house),  four settling ponds have
been added to the original two and a
balancing chamber together with
extensive reed-bed system have also
been added.

The large cascades are still in use,
but the addition of lime has stopped
(it reduces pH, but causes the ochre
to become adhesive, then set solid)
and the system now works by
gravity, the clear water enters the
beck at the bottom most point.

The whole system (opened in
October 2003) will be an added visitor
attraction in 2004 with an
interpretation experience in the
restored Inman Pump House - only a
short narrow gauge train ride away
from the Caphouse Museum (see the
last issue of ‘Below’, p2 for details of
the new narrow gauge railway).

For details of opening times etc.. at
Caphouse you can telephone:

 01924 848806

or visit their web site:
www.ncm.org.uk
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Brewery Shaft Trip Report
Ian Cooper

Paul Thorne descending the shaft

The view down the shaft

The compressor crank shaft and
flywheel. Pictures: Ian Cooper, 2003

Brewery Shaft formed part of an
elaborate scheme to utilise the power
of water to generate compressed air
and electricity for use around the
Nenthead mine complex in Cumbria;
much of this equipment remains in
place to this day.  Water was fed
from three reservoirs to the top of a
90ft tower positioned above the
shaft, itself 330ft deep.  At the top of
the tower air was admitted and
allowed to mix with the water as it
plummeted 420 feet through pipework
to the bottom of the shaft.  At the
bottom the air was separated from the
water before it was returned 260 feet
back up the shaft to give a head of
water, thereby producing
compressed air at around 90psi at the
bottom of the shaft.  The water was
then fed back down the shaft again
to drive two pelton wheels, one rated
at 140 horse power drove two further
air compressors, and a combination
of smaller wheels drove an 80 horse
power electric generator.

Although the mines were run down
and abandoned in the early 1950s a
large amount of machinery
associated with the Brewery Shaft
scheme remains in place, including all
of the pipework in the shaft itself.
The artefacts have no doubt been
protected from the scrap dealer and
more recent vandalism by being
located at the bottom of a 330ft
vertical drop.

It is perfectly possible to S.R.T. to
the bottom, but a visit is
undoubtedly easier and a lot more
civilised if the services of a winch
can be utilised to take the hard work
out of the journey to and from the
surface.  After nearly 12 months of
planning Paul Thorne (S.C.M.C. &
Kent Underground Research Group)
arranged with the North Pennines
Heritage Trust to set up his
exploration winch over the shaft.  Up
until two years ago the shaft was
covered with a series of concrete
railway sleepers, since then the
Heritage Trust have bought the
surrounding land and created a
visitor attraction.  Changes to the
area include a timber building erected

over the shaft and interpretation
lights descending beneath a secure
grill.

Agreement was reached for the shaft
to be unlocked at 5pm (when the site
closes to the public) and for the
winch to be used into the night,
locking everything up in time for the
visitor centre to open again the next
morning.  The first to be lowered
down was Paul himself, who installed
a field telephone system enabling the
winch operator to communicate with
assistants positioned at the top and
bottom of the shaft.  Once ready a
steady stream of eager explorers took
their turn on the journey to the
bottom, the time of each visitor’s
entry and exit being recorded at the
surface to ensure no-one was left
behind when it came to pack away at
the end of the night.

The journey to the bottom takes a
couple of minutes as you’re sedately
lowered into the darkness.  Following
the water pipes down the concrete
lining of the 12ft diameter shaft it’s
hard to believe that their only firm
fixing is at the bottom.  When first
installed wooden staging spaced at
intervals supported the pipework, the

staging has long since collapsed to
the bottom, now only leaving the
occasional balk of timber balanced
precariously in thin air.

Upon arrival at the bottom one is
immediately met by the large vessel
used to separate entrapped air from
the falling water, this is just offset
from the base of the shaft and must
be passed to see the rest of the
machinery.

Leaving the shaft behind it is
necessary to step through the
various pipes that once ferried water
and compressed air to and from the
pelton wheels and compressors.  The
first room encountered is the
compressor chamber, a stone lined
and whitewashed room that still
contains a workbench of
miscellaneous tools and spare
equipment.  The actual compressors
have long since been removed, but
the pelton wheel stands on it’s
bearings in the centre of the room.

The crankshafts from the
compressors, one of which is still
connected to it’s flywheel, can also
be found in the chamber.  Scattered
around are a series of oil cans, at
least two of which are labelled as
being for ‘Rampgill Mine’, elsewhere
one of the pistons from the three
cylinder compressors now stands on
it’s own.  The distinctive bend in the
con-rod and smashed big end
suggesting the compressor’s life
came to an abrupt halt.
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Brewery Shaft Trip Report
Ian Cooper

Above: The pelton wheel in the compressor chamber at the bottom of
Brewery shaft.

Left: Oil cans with
pelton wheel in
the background.

Right: The
surviving piston
from the
compressor

Above: Name plate from the large
compressor made by “Broom and
Wade Ltd. Engineers, High
Wycombe”

Above: No entry sign, banning entry
into the compressor room when they
are in motion.

Right: The 14ft diameter, 2ft
wide waterwheel in a side
chamber near to the
compressor room at the bottom
of Brewery shaft. It is thought
this once drove pumps in a
nearby shaft to de-water deep
workings.

All pictures for this article: Ian Cooper, 2003

Moving outside the compressor
room we were met by the remains of
the electrical generating equipment.
The generator itself has been
removed, although some individual
components can be recognised lying
in the water.  The pelton wheels and
governors used to power the
generator are still in place and it’s
even possible to turn various control
valves. Moving on using submerged
rails to cross a deep section of water,
our tour took us to see a 14ft
diameter waterwheel.  The exact
purpose of the wheel is now unclear
as there’s no associated machinery
nearby to which it may have been
connected. [It is thought to have
driven a set of pumps in an adjacent
flooded shaft. Ed.]

A return trip back up the shaft saw
everyone above ground and the
equipment packed away just before
midnight.  Our thanks should be
extended to the North Pennines
Heritage Trust for allowing the
descent of the shaft and for carrying
out the modifications to their
building that enabled the winch to be
installed for the evening.

Further information:

NGR: NY782435

Web links:
Subterranea Brintannica report &
photographs of brewery shaft:
www.subbrit.org.uk/sb-sites/sites/b/

brewery_shaft/

Nenthead Mine visitors centre:
freespace.virgin.net/np.ht/nenthead/
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NAMHO 2003
Brief Report part 2

After the main NAMHO weekend,
delegates split up to explore different
parts of Ireland, some Club members
went south and west to the coal
mines Castlecomber, the mines
around Silvermines and then on to
Allihies - where they descended the
man-engine shaft.

Tara
Others went north and west, first to
Tara (the largest zinc mine in Europe),
where we had an interesting
underground tour. The mine’s
current geologist who showed us
around was Rob Blakeman a former
SCMC Secretary !  The highlight of
the tour was probably seeing Mole in
clean overalls washing his boots!!!

After the Tara visit 4 of us (Mike
Moore, Sue Blattner, Peter Eggleston
and Kelvin Lake) went on an
extended tour of Industrial
Archaeology sites in Northern
Ireland and parts of the Republic to
the west. This included Marble Arch
Caves (sadly we were unable to enter
due to flood waters - which were very
impressive!), coal mines along the
Antrim coast and the Giants
Causeway.

On Wednesday 11th June, we met up
with Matthew Parkes and Mick
Carragher at the foot of Benbulben,
Sligo for a long walk up the mountain
to the Glenariff barite mine - Mick had
worked here in the early 1980’s.

Without Micks help, we would not
have been able to reach the mine due
to an uncooperative landowner.
However once we reached the mine,
the views were amazing, not only
over the surrounding mountains, but
over the remains of 2 aerial ropeways
still complete with ropes, a miners
barracks or hostel and assorted mine
buildings. Parts of the extensive
underground workings are also
accessible and Mick and Matthew
lead us on tour of the main roadways.

We returned home on the Belfast to
Stranraer ferry, staying overnight at
Wanlockhead and taking in some of
the Ayrshire colliery sites en-route.

Kelvin

Above: A clean Mole!!
Below: Miners Hostel with stopes
behind into barite workings, Glenariff
Mine, Sligo

Above: Mick Carragher standing by a
safety bolt he put in in the 1980’s to
secure a man working at the top of
open stoping.

Below, right: Matthew Parkes descending an old miner’s ladder, Glenariff.
left: One of the remaining pylons on the lower ropeway, leading down to the
loughside loading point Glenariff Mine.
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Mining Memorial
The proposal for a memorial at
Shropshire’s worst mine disaster site,
Dark Lane, Telford, received support
from Councillors present at the re-
dedication of the restored memorial
to the “9 men of Madeley” (not really
9 men as 6 of them were ‘boys’ aged
12 to 18 !).

Elsewhere in the UK memorials in
mining communities are getting large
grants, recent ones include
Woodside, Derbyshire £50,000 to re-
erect winding wheel, Gomersal,
Yorkshire £17,000 to produce a book
of mining photos!

Ivor Brown

Re-dedication of the Restored Memorial
to the “9 men of Madeley”

At 2.30 p.m. on Wednesday 1st
October a short service of
rededication of the newly restored
grave of the “Nine Madeley Miners”
was held at the graveside - the 139th
anniversary of the funeral. Ivor
Brown and Kelvin Lake attended on
behalf of the Club

The grave was restored as part of a
Millennium project by the Madeley
Living History project. The tomb,
railings and surrounding stonework
have been cleaned and repaired. The
9 cast iron tomb covers have been
repainted white - this is thought to be
the original colour and was
discovered when the restorers
started stripping back the old paint
layers. The initials of each miner on
their respective graves have also
been picked-out in green as have the
railings. An iron plaque mounted on
a post has been erected beside the
tomb, with a transcript of the
tombstone inscription (which sadly
has not been touched and is very
hard to read).

The 9 miners, many of them boys fell
to their deaths in September 1864,
when riding “the doubles” and the
chains became un-hooked.

The service was followed by tea and
biscuits in St. Michael’s
Church. Where an opportunity was
taken to examine the memorial plaque
to John Randall FGS.

Shelagh Lewis the organiser of the
event plans to follow the restoration
with a leaflet about the accident, plus
a graveyard survey - Madeley
Churchyard contains the tombs of a
number of prominent figures
involved in the local mining and iron
industry.

Kelvin

Pictures, right: The Vicar of Madeley
conducting the re-dedication
service.

Top: Views of the newly restored
gaves.

Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings,
2003
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42nd Annual Dinner, 2003
Round-up

Over the weekend of the club dinner
4 members took the opportunity to
have a go at Single Rope Technique
in Perkins Level, Snailbeach.  David
Poyner (right) ponders what to do
next as he runs out of rope having
just climbed up from the bottom.

This years annual dinner was held at
Nant-Isa, near Snailbeach on the 4th
October. Following last years
disappointing turn-out this year a
slightly smaller venue was chosen -
as a result more members than ever
wanted to come along!!
This unfortunately resulted in a few
members been unable to secure a
place. In the end about 44 people
managed to get seats at the event.

Following an excellent meal the usual
events such as photo-competition
and raffle took place. After the
Presidents speech from the newly re-
elected Alan Taylor this years guest
speaker Peter Barton gave a
fascinating talk about his work in the
World War I battlefields of Belgium
excavating and recording the remains
of souterrains or mines that were
once part of the front line defence
and offence systems -  miners (on
both sides) were employed to tunnel
under the enemy lines and then blow
them up, in addition large
underground supply and living
accommodation complexes were built.
While some records were kept by
both armies, many of these tunnels
were undocumented and now form a
major hazard in some parts of
Belgium and France when they
suddenly collapse (these Geohazards
were first mentioned in ‘Below’
2001.1).

Those happy revellers who were
camping had a bit of a surprise when
returning to their tents, heavy rain
had stopped and the temperature
dropped, freezing the tents, making it
almost impossible to get inside! But
the clear frosty air made for some
amazing star gazing.

Left: Alan Taylor delivers his
speech.
Below: Ken Lock ponders what
to drink first!

Above: Ian Cooper
enjoys a fruit juice (or
two).

Right: The tents
thawing out on Sunday
morning.

Pictures & story:
Kelvin Lake &

Ian Cooper

Left: Mike
Worsfold
entertains his
table with a
demonstration of
how to make a
bat throw-up
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Soldiers Underground
Some Queries

Following Peter Barton’s excellent talk at this years Dinner a couple of queries have arisen.

After military service Mr. Taylor was
in business in Manchester and
Wilmslow before moving to Wem
(Shropshire) about 1930. He
continued his business while living
at The Chestnuts, Aston Road, Wem.
“He was a bachelor and is survived
by a sister”.

Peter Barton who was speaker at our
dinner has now sent information on
Lieutenant Taylor - he was
apparently involved in 257 and 255
Tunnelling Companies as well as the
“5th Army Mine School”. He seems
to have been involved in all the main
battles including Vinny Ridge, Ypres,
Mont Rouge, Arras etc..

If anyone knows anything more
about him, please let me know.

Ivor Brown

Query 1
A group of pals from Madeley/
Ironbridge enlisted at the start of
the First World War including
H.Brown, H.Middle and
G.Kearsley. They spent most of
their time underground as can be
seen from the attached clip from
Harry Brown’s penultimate letter.
He did not survive to collect his
medal as he became the first man
in Madeley to die in that war.
How many of his ‘pals’ died with
him?  (They travelled from
Shropshire to the West Riding to
get to the action quicker as they
believed it would “be all over by
Christmas”.)

“We are living in holes in the ground like tame rabbits scrabbling in and out all the while”.
“I think I will be able to have a medal when I am done ....”

Query 2
An enquirer seeks more information
on P.W.Taylor of Wem as described
in the following, can anyone help
please?

Obituary (right) from an unknown
paper - found in a second-hand book
bought in Ironbridge.

Percy Woodfin Taylor 1877 - 1965

A retired land surveyor and mining engineer, Mr. Percy Woodfin
Taylor, of 18, Summerfield Road, Wem, who served in France in the
1914-18 war supervising tunnelling at the front line, has died aged 86.

Mr. Taylor was first articled and then assistant to a Bolton civil and
mining engineer, preparing plans for Parliamentary Bills, arbitration
and chancery court cases, and mineral and estate valuations.
He was later in general surveying work, chiefly in connection with
proprietary estates, and became experienced in estate management
and the development of building land.

He had extensive lecturing and teaching experience from 1906 till 1914,
acted as private tutor to candidates in surveying examinations and
became an examiner and writer on mining and surveying.

After military training in London, with the Inns of Court Officers’
Training Corps (Mining Section), Mr. Taylor was gazetted a lieutenant
in the R.E.’s. He later joined the 257th (Tunnelling) Company of the
regiment in France, where he was appointed officer in charge of plans
and maps.

Tunnelling
He supervised tunnel driving under “no man’s land” - a method of
trying to break through enemy defences - and also surveyed and
planned tunnels.

Mr. Taylor was a member of the Institution of Mining Engineers, the
National Association of Colliery Managers and the Institute of Mine
Surveyors.
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Present:  Chris Andrews, John
Priest, Ian Cooper.  NGR:  SH 853 139

In late September three club members
met up just outside the village of
Millyn near Dinas Mawddwy to visit
the slate mine located on the hillside
above.  Dressed in full furry and
caving oversuit John and I struggled
to keep up with Chris as he
confidently strode up the steep
forest track that led towards the mine.
It’s possible that Chris’ choice of
light-weight trousers and T-Shirt
should have given us a clue as to
what lay ahead before we left the car,
but warnings of possible water
suggested suitable clothing might be
sensible.  Needless to say: By the
time we left the forestry and arrived
at the mine both John and I were
totally exhausted!

We entered the workings via a level
located behind the building remains.
The adit contains just enough water
to give wet feet unless care is taken,
but climbs out of the water as it
reaches the first of a series of
impressive large chambers.  The mine
is certainly not extensive, but the
vast size of the chambers could only
really be appreciated when we made

our way out again at the end of the
visit.

As is common with many abandoned
slate mines, there are
numerous lengths of
chain hanging down
from the walls;
suspended from
suspect looking pegs,
alongside these the
mine also boasts

quite a number of
pulleys still hanging
from the roof.  The
remains of hand
winches can be found in most of
the chambers, including one almost
complete example.  Unusually for a
mine there’s also a steam crane in
one of the chambers.  The vertical
boiler is
situated at the
edge of flooded
workings and
the collapsed
jib now drops
into the crystal
clear water
alongside.
Subsequent to
the visit I have
been informed
that peering
carefully into
the still water it
is just possible

Dinas Mawddwy
28th September 2003

to make out a steam winder in the
depths below.  Neatly stacked near
the boiler are sections of flue pipes
that carried the smoke and fumes
from the boiler up out of the mine
workings.

Rather than retrace our steps and
leave the mine through the same level
we’d used to enter, we climbed a
huge pile of slate waste to emerge
back into daylight through an
aperture in the roof, where the
chamber comes to surface.  Relaxing
back in the sun it became apparent
just how large the slate chambers are
inside the hill: Looking down we
could see the remains of the mine
buildings far below us; at the same
level as the chamber floor we’d just
climbed from.  Inside the mine the
workings seem huge, cap lamps
struggle to make out the roof and far
walls, whilst sounds echo through
the empty chambers.  It is only when

you can put the void into context on
the outside of the hill that the shear
size of the excavation inside becomes
apparent.

Ian Cooper

Disused boiler to provide steam for
an underground steam winch.
Stacked nearby are sections of flue;
used to carry the smoke outside.

John Priest, gasping ...  in awe?

Chris Andrews & John Priest relax on the surface having
climbed out of the mine.                Pictures: Ian Cooper, 2003
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Once again members of Shropshire
Caving and Mining Club partook in
the October pilgrimage to Nenthead,
Cumbria, to join underground
explorers from across the country in a
week of varied activities.

Our base for the week was again the
Alston Training and Adventure
Centre at ‘High Plains’, a spacious
and well equipped residence able to
cater for the needs of the most
demanding underground adventurer;
situated just outside Alston.
Attendance during the week was
variable, a large group were present
over the first weekend and the
beginning of the week, but this tailed
off to just a hand-full by the second
weekend.

Activities in the area were just as
varied as ever, ranging from relatively
straight forward ‘tourist’ trips,
through surveying expeditions and
pioneering digging, to standard
exploration.

Arrangement with the Cumbria
Amenity Trust (C.A.T) enabled our
group to visit Hudgill Burn mine.
These once extensive workings were
sealed by collapses until relatively
recently when they were dug open
and gated to protect the contents.

Various artefacts were passed on our
way in, including sections of wooden
rails still in–situ on the passage floor.
The upper levels of the mine break
through into natural cave passages
that are decorated with names and
graffiti dating back to the 1800’s.

It is with great sadness that I have to
report that my fears concerning the
artefacts and remains ‘beyond the
NORPEX door’, as reported in ‘Below
Winter 2002.4’, have come to fruition.
A trip into Rampgill now no longer
yields the large collection of historic
relics in original condition that it
once did.

The oil can, pipe fittings and sections
of newsprint published in last year’s
Below have all “vanished”, leaving
only my photographs taken at the
time as a reminder.  The unfortunate

condition of a page of newsprint from
the ‘County Chronicle’ dated
Thursday May 8th 1922 can be
followed by the series of
photographs taken over the last 13
months.

In September 2002 the page was
carefully lain out on a wooden board,
substantially intact it was possible to
read much of the text.  By October
2002 a large section of the page had
been removed, although still an
impressive sight on the board it was
a shame when compared to how it
had been less than a month before.

Our return at the end of October 2003
brought the saddest sight of all, the
only remains left of the page is a
crumpled corner that lies on the floor
of the mine where it will disintegrate
away and get trodden into the dirt;
the rest has gone.

Throughout the recently exposed
mine workings the brutal effects of
mineral hunters can be seen.
Sections of passage wall have been
hacked in the search for mineral
specimens, leaving glittering waste
across the floor; virtually all traces of
minerals/crystals have been removed.

In ‘Below 2002.4’ I
reported that the damage
seen over the course of
one month presented a
strong case for the
NORPEX door’s
presence.  I feel that after
14 months of free access
to the workings a certain
number of the
underground explorers to
the area have proven that
once underground, all
traces of responsibility
and integrity are left at
the entrance; the only
characteristics remaining
are those of selfish,
arrogant individuals with
no respect for the historic
remains and other
peoples property.

As much as I enjoyed the
ability to view beyond

the door, it is a sad reflection on
sections of the underground
community that I have to say that I
feel the presence of the NORPEX
door was the best thing to happen to
the mine, it’s presence helped
prolong the preservation of what lay
beyond.  It is truly a tragedy that the
NAMHO guidelines of taking only
photographs and leaving nothing but
footprints are so frequently ignored.

Nenthead October 2003
by Ian Cooper

The changing state of the paper:
(Pictures: Ian Cooper)
The “County Chronicle”, Thursday
May 8th 1922 as it was in
September 2002

a couple of weeks later in Oct. 2002: Going ......
October 2003: Virtually gone ...
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The meeting was opened by the
President Mr.D.B.Corbyn who
welcomed the two guests Mr. J.W.R.
Mason and Miss E.Morris.
The Treasurer, M.Gaut, then made
his report. He stated that although
£57. 0. 0d had passed through his
hands during the year, he had been
left with a balance of only £4. 12. 5d.
Nevertheless, this being higher than
last year, there was no cause for
alarm.

On the secretarial side D.R.Adams
said that there had been a very large
exchange of letters and contact had
been made with an increasing number
of similar organisations.

From the Leaders point of view he
stated that the publication of the
‘Survey of the S.Shropshire Mines’
had aroused great interest. He
complemented M.James for his
enthusiastic exploration in the
N.Wales area. There was a good
possibility of finding a large system
but there would have to be a very
great deal of exploratory work.

The Club, he stated, had begun to
specialise during the past year, and
was doing more useful work, but this
at the moment seemed to be
detrimental to the social side,
reducing the enthusiasm of some of
the members so that a great deal of
work had to be done by only a few.

Nevertheless there were hopes that
this would be rectified during the
coming year and that hopes for the
Clubs future continuance were
bright.

The President stated that he was
quite happy with the progress made.

The election of club officers then
took place all those in office retained
their positions: President
Mr.D.B.Corbyn, Leader & Secretary
D.R.Adams, Assistant Secretary &
Deputy Leader M.James, Treasurer
M.Gaut.

The proposed Clubs Constitution
drawn up by the Club’s President
and Leader was then discussed, after

a few minor alterations had been
made, it was passed by all present.

It was re-affirmed by the members
that the Clubs major occupation
during the coming year must be the
continuance of the exploration of
N.Wales.

From the Archives: Second Annual General Meeting,
20th September 1963

Distribution of the Year Book of
which 50 copies had been produced
was then begun. The AGM was
concluded with a meal at the Barley
Mow Hotel, Newport, where the Club
were joined by Miss F.Cooper and
Mr. R.Haszard.

Club Members
President: D.B.Corbyn, Esq.,
Leader & Secretary: David R.Adams.
Assist: Sec: & No. 1 Michael James,
Treasurer Michael R.Gaut.

Colin Leers Photography
Peter R.Gaut Librarian
Robert A.Meeson
Michael C.Bridgwood Club Room etc.
Margaret L.Irwin Typist
Michael J.Bolderston Social Sec:
Andrew J.Corbyn Geologist
Tom E.Vaughan
Terry J.Davies
David Stevenson
Melvyn Hinks
David Fielding
Michael Summerfield
Peter Summerfield
Jennifer Davies
John Norton

Associate Members
Mr. J.L.Hobbs, Shrewsbury Borough Library.
Ivor J.Brown, Lecturer in Mining.
Richard M.Haszard, Mine Ventilation Engineer.
Henry H.Jones, Borough Librarian Oswestry.
John W.R.Mason, Butcher & Blaster.
George W.Hall.
David Bick.
Roger Sellick.

Ancient Rock Art
Aboriginal drawings, sone dated to
between 2,000 and 4,000 years old,
have been discovered in a cave in the
Wollemi National Park near Sydney
in Australia. Thye were found by a
hiker in 1995 but the discovery was
not announced until this summer, the
exact site is still secret, to protect the
art from the public.
There are 203 drawings, produced
over a time psan thought to cover 16
generations.

Descent (174), p7

Knots Fail
The NCA has highlighted 3 recent
incidents in the climbing world where
figure-of-eight knots have failed. The
knots were used to join 2 ropes and
one fatality is well documented and
relates to using a doubled rope for an
abseil. The knot has never been
recommended for joining ropes by
putting the 2 ends together and tying
a knot as it can ‘flip’ and deform
under tension. For more info see:

www.needlesports.com/advice/
Descent (174), p7
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T R I D E N T Q U A C N M G K
A Z I S G A P I N G S J L L C
N S R E T T O B V M I G P E A
K R T I U I L S W I L D O N S
A Q O H Y T F G C E V Z T D T
R P G I U J D Y W E E O N A L
D E Z L Y N O S B L R A I L E
S F L L E W T U C L M F K O C
T A R A J N U E F A I D I U O
O C R T E Z A X R H N Q P G M
W O O K E Y C R V S E M P H E
N V X A M A S W I S S H I R R
B A G S H A W E S F I X P E A
O N E V A H E R E B F R U H J

Find the following 20 words in the
word square ..

Christmas Page

Word Square

Caves
Bagshawe
Gaping
Hunters
Kents
Otter
Pippikin
Swildons
Titan
Trident
Wookey

Mines
Avoca
Allihies
Berehaven
Castlecomer
Glenariff
Glendalough
Shallee
Silvermines
Tara
Tankardstown

“I hope we don’t over load the bucket!”

Christmas Panto
Christmas wouldn’t be complete without a pantomime,
here’s the SCMC version of  “Sleeping Beauty” or is it ...?

“I think it’s a
hole !!”
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The final remains of an Aveling &
Porter traction engine dating from the
1860’s are currently in the process of
being rehoused following their
acquisition by a Northamptonshire
family.

The engine, which overlooked Cwt-y-
Bugail slate quarry in North Wales,
was purchased second hand in
around 1909 and installed to lift slate
out of the quarry pit after, what is
thought, a collapse blocked the usual
access tunnel.

The engine drove two winding
drums, each operating in opposite
directions, until it eventually fell out
of use in around 1930.  The remains
of the boiler and cylinder casting
have remained high on the edge of
the quarry since then.

Although the cylinder covers were
removed from the engine a number of
years ago under ‘suspect’
circumstances, the engine has been
left to ‘rust in peace’ undisturbed for
the last 73 years.

During this summer the boiler was
lifted from its resting place and the
cylinder removed.  The boiler lay for
a while out on the moor land adjacent
to it’s former home until it’s new
owner managed to transport it away.

The boiler will form part of the
restoration of a similar Aveling &

Porter chain drive engine that was
discovered in January 1993 when the
former Brindley Ford Colliery was
being opencast by British Coal’s
Opencast Mining Executive.

The opencast workings broke into
the base of one of the old colliery
shafts and exposed a small engine
room containing the complete
remains of a steam winding engine.
The boiler had been heavily modified
to suit the installation, steam being
supplied by an external boiler.  The
new find was subsequently identified
as the remains of an Aveling & Porter
Chain Drive Traction or Tram engine,
also dating from around the 1860’s.

The owners of
the Stoke engine
intend to use the
boiler from Cwt-
y-Bugail as a
replacement to
which the
original Stoke
steam engine can
be fitted; to
provide a static
working exhibit.
The owners feel
that the motion
work is too
wasted to be
safe as a working
mobile machine.

Ian Cooper

Cwt-y-Bugail slate quarry
Traction engine remains

1860’s Aveling & Porter traction
engine above Cwt-y-Bugail Slate
Quarry, North Wales.  Photographed
on June 21st 2003, only a few
months before it was lifted from it’s
resting place. (Picture: Ian Cooper)

Additional Note
The owners of the engine recovered
from Brindley Ford Colliery, believe
that the engine may be one of the
earliest traction engine built by
Aveling & Porter, thus making it the
oldest surviving traction engine.
Thomas Aveling pioneered road
rollers in the 1860’s and all
subsequent engines are based upon
his early designs.

Kelvin

North-east Coal Heritage Burns Down
One of the River Tyne’s most
important monuments to the coal
industry the Dunston Coal Staithes
has been partially destroyed in a fire.

Approximately 40% of the listed
structure has been destroyed or
damaged with a large section of what
is reputedly the largest wooden
structure in Europe, collapsing into
the water.

The "intense" blaze broke out on the
1,700-feet-long Gateshead landmark
at 02:30 on Thursday 20th November.

At the height of the fire, seventeen

appliances and 67 firefighters, some
wearing life jackets, were at the scene
along with a fire boat.

The timber pier-like structure was
constructed in 1890 by the North
Eastern Railway Company and was
used to carry coal onto ships for
transport to London and the
continent.

The area around the staithes is
currently being developed by
designers Wayne and Geraldine
Hemingway with Wimpey Homes in a
high-profile housing development
called Staiths South Bank.

World Heritage Caves
Phong Nha-Ke Bang in Vietnam has
been granted World Heritage Site
status in recognition of the extensive
caves in the area. The best known is
Phong Nha, discovered in 1935. The
cave is well decorated with around
45km of passage explored; it is one of
about 300 known systems in the
region, of which only 20 are reported
as having been surveyed!

The Matobo Hills in Zimbabwe have
also entered this esteemed list. The
area comprises distinctive granite
landforms and natural shelters many
richly decorated with artwork.

Descent (174)
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Frogs Underground - A Christmas Special
by Ivor J. Brown

In the 1870’s Shropshire newspapers
reported that a frog had jumped out
of a hole in the coal seam at Blists
Hill Pit. There was much discussion
on this but the incident seems far
from being unique. Every coalfield,
probably every pit and old collier has
this story to tell. One archivist is said
to have collected at least 300 similar
reports and over the years the writer
has received two or three requests
for information from students doing a
dissertation on it (but has never seen
a copy of any of the results).

The ‘Lancaster Guardian’ of March
26, 1841, tells how Richard Tomlinson
broke open a lump of coal out of
which jumped a fine frog (or toad -
there are doubts) from a small hollow
in the centre. A living frog was
actually displayed at the Great
Exhibition in London in 1862 together
with the block of coal from which it
was allegedly released in March of
that year at a colliery in Newport,
Wales. In most cases the creatures
are said to have been found in
cavities that fitted them perfectly, like
moulds. Many in fact thought that
the coal must actually have been
formed, or grown around them.

Some ‘research’ has been done, in
the 12th Century it was proposed
that such instances were the work of
the Devil, in the 16th C. Surgeon
Ambrose Paré suggested that the
creatures “were generated by some
humid substances”.

In 1825 Professor Buckland of Oxford
University carried out tests, placing
live toads in holes made especially in
rock, then sealing them up. In such
circumstances he found all but 2
dead after a year, these 2 had actually
put on weight! - but he decided that
they must have survived because of
a leak in the seal. (How did they get
food?)

The writer has been shown cavities
in coal said to have been the shape
of sleeping frogs - but never with
their supposed contents - and there

are several similar pieces in museums.
Rowleys House Museum at
Shrewsbury for example has (had?)
on display a fossil “reptile head” in
stone said to have been found in a
pit at Madeley. Perhaps this is part of
the answer - the cast of a fossil or
other natural material - but not a
living frog.

At present there is discussion in
archaeological
circles
(‘Current
Archaeology’
Sept. 2003) on
authenticated
reports by
water-meter
readers that
they have
found large
living frogs
and toads in
below-ground
meter
chambers with
no exit or entry
except for a key hole in the iron lid.
Did they fall through the small hole
as a baby or were they washed in as
spawn, then survived on beetle and
other insects as they followed
through the hole?

Certainly frogs are found in drift
mines and shaft mines, in crevices
and open tunnels were they have
been washed
in. In 1964 the
SCMC
members went
down the Rock
Colliery near
Dawley which
had been
closed for up
to 20 years, the
mine  only had
shafts of about
30 yards depth
and yet the
main tunnel
had numerous
skeletons of
frogs in a
standing
position on the

left hand side of a ditch.
The draught of passing
feet caused the little
skeletons to collapse with a tinkling
sound. How had the frogs got there?
How did they survive during the long
periods that the mine was full of
blackdamp? Presumably the water
brought in their food.

At the time the fortnightly journal
“Science & Art of Mining” ran an
answering service (like an ‘agony’
column). At the behest of some
members the writer wrote in with the
questions above. The answer came
back handwritten since presumably
the anonymous ‘CCM’ hadn’t the
confidence to have it published (see
box 1).

1:  Answer about ”Frogs”, from ‘Science & Art of Mining’, 1965

“ In answer to your second point about the viability of
frogs in a Blackdamp atmosphere I think this is more for
the biologist or the zoologist. I do believe that frogs
breathe through their skin as well as their nostrils and
this provides them with a much larger oxygen contact
surface area than would be otherwise and therefore they
are able to extract sufficient oxygen from atmospheres
unacceptable to humans. As for their origin - they like
dark, dank places and could have travelled with the
haulage, in timber, etc. or as spawn in the water flow
through fault planes etc.. - its obvious their reasons for
being underground are different from ours!

Yours sincerely
C.C.M. ”

2:  The Frog that hopped with dinosaurs, based on an
article from the ‘Daily Telegraph’, 16th Oct. 2003

“A bloated, purple-black frog, with a pointy snout and
beady eyes has been discovered in the Western Ghats
Mountains of southern India. The discovery of
Nasikabatrachus sahyadrensis, the ‘living fossil’, has
been likened in significance to the discovery of a living
coelacanth in 1938, a fish thought to have been extinct
for 80 million years.

The burrowing frog was found by Dr. Biju of the Tropical
Botanic Garden and research Institute, Kerala and Dr.
F.Bossuyt, of the Free University of Brussels, Belgium.

The frog is considered to be not just a new species, but a
representative of a deep branch in the evolutionary tree
of frogs, and as such merits the establishment of a new
family. The last discovery of a species from a new family
was in 1926.”



“Below” 2003.4 15

VISITS BY AUTHORS & REPORTERS 1839 AND 1860

19th C. Visitors to the South West Shropshire Mines, No.10
Contributed by I.J.Brown

(1) FROM All Round the Wrekin by W.White, 1860
“My way lay past the Grit Mine, which, as the
engineman told me, is 600ft. deep and nothing like so
rich in lead as it used to be.”

“At Potters Pit, a newly opened lead mine in which a
profitable vein had been struck, the operations seemed
like playing at mining: two boys breaking the ore and
one man washing it in a tub of water.”

“I descended to the Bog Mine . . . . the breeze on the
right had restored my appetite; but my enquiry for a
public house was answered by a miner; ‘The’m gone
away’. The only resource he could point to me was a
cider cart, this had half-a-dozen barrels of cider, one
tapped, with an old woman drawing it. Miners were
lounging nearby enjoying pay day, at 4d per quart.”

(2) REPORTER for the Shrewsbury Chronicle (published
February 1st 1839).

“Bog Mine. On Friday last Mr. Cross of Chester put
in motion a steam engine of 370 hp. to conquer the
deluge of water.

The engine was manufactured by the Coalbrookdale
Company; its length of beam over 35ft. 10in., length of

Notes by IJB
1. There seems to have been several such events, at another re-opening on June 1st 1871 the engine was renamed

the ‘Lady Charlotte’ after the Lady of the Manor.

stroke of the piston 10ft., internal diameter of the
cylinder 70in., bore of the pump pipes 18in. The depth
of the engine shaft was 315 yards, water being raised
to a level of 100 yards below surface.

About 1pm this grand piece of machinery began to
have fresh fuel added to its boilers and for several
moments the spectators were breathless with anxiety
till the beam lifted its majestic head and S.Cross named
her ‘The Queen Victoria’ amidst the tremendous
cheering of a vast multitude, the band playing ‘God
Save The Queen’.

The Company then retired to a large Booth - where
several hogsheads of most excellent ale and large
quantities of bread and cheese were distributed to the
workmen and multitude, after which some hundreds
footed it on the ‘light fantastic toe’ to Cambrias
favourite instruments, the harp and two violins, while
members sat down to an excellent dinner in the offices
of the Company and the adjoining rooms.

After dinner, the usual loyal toasts were given and
drank with enthusiasm - ‘The Bog Company and
prosperity to their undertaking’ was next proposed
and responded to with reiterated cheers . . . .”

Has anyone further thoughts on the
reply and any of the above?

On the 16th October, 2003 the Daily
Telegraph reported the finding of a
“bloated, purple black frog with
pointy snout and beady eyes in India
and hailed it as a “new species  - a
living fossil”, (see box 2).

The mine frog logo at the top left of
this article is similar to the logo of the
Friends of Grimethorpe Colliery Band
Society (FGCBS) formed to support
this famous band following the
closure of the Colliery.

Any comments about how forgs
might survive ‘inside’ coal or rock
underground can be passed on to the
Editor or the author.

Frogs Underground - A Christmas Special, continued ...

The bloated, purple-black frog, with a pointy snout and beady
eyes -  Nasikabatrachus sahyadrensis, the ‘living fossil’.
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Kemberton Pit near Madeley, Shropshire
Part 3 (1940-1967) - the Combined Madeley Wood Mine

After the 1938/39 underground
connection between Kemberton Pit
and Halesfield Pit the joint operation
came to be called the Madeley Wood
Mine. This was based in the name of
the owning company, the Madeley
Wood Co. Ltd., whose directors were
listed as James Cadman, J.S.Cadman,
J.B.C. Cadman, F.W.Carder and
J.Stephenson. In the 1940 yearbook it
is listed as “Madeley Wood Mine
(Kemberton including Halesfield Pit)
with J.Worthington as manager and
384 men underground, 129 on the
surface (see figure 1).

During the war years (1939-1945) the
mine came under the Coal
Commissioners, the coal itself in
effect being nationalised. Few
changes could be made during these
years as it was a matter of getting as
much as possible, while doing as
little development as was necessary.
This programme, which, while
necessary at the time, was really
leading to financial disaster. Had the
industry not been completely
nationalised almost immediately after
the war it is quite likely that the mine
would have closed much earlier than
it did. During the War the annual
production fell from about 170,000
tons to 148,000 tons - this being
mainly from the Yard seam which was
also low in quality.

Strikes were prohibited and even a
days absence was likely to lead to a
court case and a fine. Conveyor belts
made of rubber conveyed the coal
from face to the main transport road
and from here the coal was hauled in
13 cwt. capacity tubs, to pit bottom
by ‘endless rope’ or ‘main and tail’
haulages.

The traditional system of longwall
tub-stall working continued on some
faces until the 1940’s, this system
depended on men pushing their own
tubs onto the face, filling them by
hand and then pushing them off
again to exchange for some more
empties. Between 5 to 10 roadways or
gates would lead to a ‘stall’ a certain
length of face which a team of about
four men would work (see the
payment slip on page 18 in the last

issue of ‘Below’).

The system which superceded this
had only two roadways, sometimes
three, depending on face length, and
all the men, up to thirty in number,
would make up a single team. These
men would load onto a face
conveyor, which, in turn, would then
load onto a roadway conveyor. The
team usually elected a leader, who
took a little more from the total
contract earnings than the others,
and he was called the ‘puffler’. It was
the ‘puffler’ and two or three senior
face men who met the management to
negotiate ‘prices’, the rates for each
particular task performed. A typical
price list of about 1959 included; coal
produced: 4s. 0d. per ton - each man
was expected to get 14 tons per shift;
props and bars: 4s. 0d. per setting;
removing ‘swadding’ or gummings:
1s. 3d. per yard; building packs: 8s.
0d. per yard.

By 1945 numbers employed included
450 underground and 179 on surface,
a slight increase from the pre-war
figures. Following a number of harsh
winters the fuel shortage was
becoming desperate, but fuel
production could not be increased
for several reasons including,
shortage of capital, shortage of
labour and lack of development. The
manpower shortage had been
partially solved during the war by the
employment of ‘Bevan Boys’ and
afterwards the employment of
‘displaced’ persons and Italians. At
one time as many as 35 Italians were
employed at Madeley Wood, with

lesser numbers of Hungarians, Poles
and Ukrainians. A surprising number
of these remained, some reaching the
position of shotfirers, deputies, even
undermanagers here and at other
mines.

Vesting date for Nationalisation was
1st January, 1947, and this opened a
new era of mechanisation at the mine.
At Halesfield the old wooden
headgears were replaced, the steam
winding engine was scrapped and
replaced by an electric winder, the
first installed in Britain under
nationalisation (note: the electric
winder at Granville was the first
planned and installed.).

The old boiler plant was demolished.
At Kemberton a new steel tandem
headgear replaced the wooden one
and the wood and corrugated sheet
heapstead building was replaced in
brick. Some old buildings and an old
chimney stack were removed. The
350 hp. electric winder was replaced
by a 650 hp. winder in 1953 (similar to
those at Granville & Highley, so one
spare motor would cover the 3 pits).

Figure 1:

650 hp electric winder at Kemberton
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At the coal preparation plant almost
midway between Kemberton Pit and
the Halesfield Pit much of the old
machinery was replaced, anti-spillage
chutes were fitted to the leading
booms, improved washing facilities
for the various sizes of coal and a
slack blending bunker were also
installed.

Two boring programmes to prove the
colliery reserves to the north east of
the shafts were then completed, the
first in 1947 - 8 and the second about

1955. After the first series of
successful borings the National Coal
Board announced proudly that the
mine had, within a three mile
workable limit a reserve of 16,106,000
tons of coal, enough, at 4,000 tons
per week (or 200,000 tons per year )
which would give the mine a further
life of 80 years.

The second series of boreholes was
mainly to locate the Symon
Unconformity -  a mass of
unproductive coloured rock which

cuts off the seams in descending
order, and which, it was already
realised, would reduce the original
estimate considerably.

As the reserves lay all in one
direction it was decided to drive a
large roadway suitable for  mine
locomotives into the middle of this -
and at one time a new production
shaft near Shifnal was envisaged.
The roadway, some 2100 yards long,
14ft. wide and 10ft. high, supported
by steel arches was driven in a north-

Kemberton Pit - the Combined Madeley Wood Mine
Part 3 (1940-1967) - continued ..

Figure 2:
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eastern direction from the Kemberton
shafts during the years 1952-4.

The locomotives used were Ruston-
Hornsby 75 hp. 10-ton diesel
machines fitted with a cab at each
end, and each capable of hauling up
to 50 tons.

During the construction of the
roadway, some of the latest
machinery was used including
Distington-Goodman Duckbill
loaders, a Hardy-pick crawler-
mounted drill rig and Eimco loaders.
Much debris was removed by the
locomotives, which were first
operated at Easter 1954. On one
occasion they held the NCB record
for cubic yardage of dirt excavation
in one week (this was when using the
Duckbill and driving through the
Pennystone Measures).

At a point 800 yards from pit bottom
the loco-road cut the Best and
Randle seams and on one side of the
roadway an area of coal was opened
out on the American pillar and stall
system, but soft floors caused this to
be abandoned. To the other side of
the roadway the seams were opened
up and worked conventionally.

Further transport changes included a
change-over from the old endless
rope system on the main haulage
road to full diesel haulage in 1957. On
the back roads and supply roads
short direct rope and main tail
haulages had been installed replacing
the last three ponies employed in
Shropshire mines, namely Sammy,
Bangor, and Ned - who sadly had to
be destroyed in 1955.

At the face many new types of
power-loaders were tried, all with
little success. The power-loaders
included flight loading (a conversion
of the ordinary coal cutters) in 1953-
4; fast plough 1961-2; Buttock loader
1962 and, towards the end of the
mine’s life, a trepanner-shearer. This
machine, similar to an apple corer,
was probably the most successful
used in the Best and Randle Seams
on a 150 yard long face. It was
powered by a 125 hp. electric motor.

Kemberton Pit - the Combined Madeley Wood Mine
Part 3 (1940-1967) - continued ..

The corer or head was 2ft. 3in.
diameter and the shearer disc 4ft. 6in.
diameter. At its best the machine
produced 300 to 400 ton per day.

Other innovations on the face
included a bottom loading conveyor,
tried without much success in 1962,
and the use of compressed air
blasting shells which almost
completely ousted conventional
explosives after 1959.

Capital expenditure for major
reconstruction ceased at the mine in
1962 when a total of £317,234 had
been spent, this compared with
£1,056,793 at the neighbouring
Granville Mine (1960 values). The
year of greatest expenditure was 1959
when a total of £115,685 was spent
mainly on the equipping of the fast
plough face in the Vigar Seam.

In 1946 annual production was
146,704 tons and this rose steadily to
a peak of 229,000 tons in 1957. From
this date it fell until in 1964 only
145,000 tons were produced and
continued to fall mainly due to the
transfer of labour to Granville Mine.

Throughout its life Kemberton Pit
had been a family pit with father and
son, brother and uncle all at the same
mine. The Bodens, Brunts, Smarts,
Childs and Browns, and many other
names have often been duplicated on
the registers. The writer, as an
example, followed father, grandfather
and great-grandfather, and, himself
spent over ten years at the mine.

Kemberton Colliery did not pass
away quietly in the 1960’s. During
normal working and based on
national statistics, it was always
possible that one miner would be
killed every third-year, despite all the
latest safety equipment, but 1964 saw
three tragic deaths in less than six
weeks. The first accident involved
the power-loader when 17 year old
Bernard Plant of Dawley was killed.
Twenty days later Harold Higginson
of Madeley died, aged 51, following a
roof fall and, finally, 22 days after
this, Enock Stewart, aged 57 died
after being struck by a tub of coal.

At Halesfield - where water had
always been a problem, the recently
installed submersible pumps,
pumping about 120 gallons of water
per minute from the mine packed up,
and, with flooding imminent the old
centrifugal pumps had to be brought
back into service. At this time, early
in 1966, smoke was seen coming from
the Halesfield upcast shafts, and
investigation showed that air leaking
through the walls of the Old Hales Pit
had been drawn into the New Hales
Shaft and in so doing had caused
spontaneous combustion.  This was,
however, quickly dealt with by the
filling of the Old Hales Shaft in order
to prevent the further passage of air.

The Madeley Mine was closed as
uneconomic in 1967 and the vast
network of tunnels under Madeley
allowed to flood. Kemberton Pit was
always a socially aware and safety
conscious pit, it had the first pit head
baths (2) and the first Welfare
facilities (4) at any large pit in the
County.

Its teams of rescue men, first aid men
and fire-fighters very often came top
too in competitions held between the
three large Shropshire mines - even
though it had the smallest workforce.
When it closed it was the oldest
producing mine at the time in the
county and had certainly had far less
capital put into it than either of the
other two nationalised mines.

Kemberton was still using its original
8ft. diameter shafts of 1864 for
production and the much older 7ft.
6in. diameter shafts at Halesfield for
upcast ventilation.

The closure of Kemberton Pit was a
tremendous loss to the small town of
Madeley - for even though a small
number of those at the pit in its last
years were transferred to other mines,
there was little or no recruitment of
young men. The mine ceased to be
the major employer for the town and
its Welfare Scheme, the centre of its
sports and social life soon went too.

In one typical Madeley street of two
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rows of non-colliery, non-council
houses facing each other, which the
writer knew well, there were in 1950
sixteen households, including one
pub and a farm. At these 7 male
heads were employed at the mine, 5
male heads were not and the
remaining ‘heads’ were widows.
Within a few years of the closure of
the pit none of the former mine
employees remained in that street, all
had had to move elsewhere or had
died.

There are still two surviving
memorials to John Anstice, who was
responsible for the sinking of the pit,
the Anstice Memorial Hall, paid for
by his friends and employees, and
his gravestone in Madeley Church
yard. A third “memorial” to the
Anstices survived on the colliery site
until the late 1980’s - this was the
Power House, built in the style of the
Memorial Hall in the 1870’s (1).

The most remarkable features
surviving today from the Kemberton
Pit operations are the pit-head baths
(2) built 1940-1 (which Professor
Pevsner classifies as “architecturally
especially interesting or important”.),
the ‘new’ colliery office block
constructed about 1960 and the
colliery pit mound. This mound well
covered with trees, is a prominent
feature in what is now a large modern
industrial complex. All three features
are well worthy of restoration and
fitting memorials to the long standing
mining activity on this site.

5. John Henry Brown 1905-1990
“Shropshire Mine Worker”,
‘Below’ 1997.2

6. Samuel Cookson, Madeley Miner,
‘Below’ 1998.3

7. Annie Payne, “Ironstone Mine
Worker”, ‘Below’ 1999.2

8. John Fletcher, “Madeley
Chartermaster”, ‘Below’ 2001.2

9. Shropshire Mine Wages in the
1950’s, SCMC ‘Journal’, 2002
(No.8)

10. Ivor Brown, “Hon. Club Member”,
‘Below’ 2000.4

Footnote
The managers of the mine since
opening have been:

W.Ward ....................... - to 1889
Jno C.Raspass ............ from 1890
J.C.Cadman ......................... 1905
G.Cooke .............................. 1906
G.F.Eager ............................ 1913
Robert Dodd ....................... 1916
J.Bridge ............................... 1920
N.H.Dixon ........................... 1925
J.Stephenson ...................... 1929
J.Worthington .................... 1935
C.A.Heathcote .................... 1943
G.Scott ................................ 1944
W.I.Cain ............................. 1948
T.Blower ............................. 1952
J.C.Tullett ........................... 1955

The closing period of the mine from
1966 was covered by a number of
short-term managers.

1. The Power House at Kemberton
Pit, ‘Below’ 1996.2

2. The Pit Head Baths at Kemberton
Pit, PDMHS ‘Mining History’
Vol.13 No.1, 1996

3. William & John Anstice, ‘Below’
1996.2

4. The Miners Welfare in Shropshire
1920-47, SCMC ‘Journal’, 1996
(No.4)

References
Other articles of relevance in SCMC
and Peak District Mines Historical
Society publications:

Above: Kemberton Mine
winding engine houses,
1947. The large tandem
wooden  headframe built
following the 1912
reconstruction still
survives. In the
background is the 1937
electric winding engine
house (white building),
with the former (1912-
1937) steam winding
house to the left and the
earlier steam winding
house in the foreground
(with the louvre vent).

Right: A photograph taken
from almost the same
position in 1967, shortly
before the mine closed.
The steel headframe built
following Vesting day
(1947) has now replaced
the old wooden one,
along with new pithead
buildings.

Pictures: I.J.Brown
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List of Coal Getters and Loaders
Third page of five pages from the NCB ‘Official List of Workers’, Madeley Wood Colliery,

published c1950
Check
No. Name
210 Davies, J.T.
211 Harris, J.
214 Childs, A.S.
215 Wall, W.
216 Yates, W.R.
218 Round, T.
219 Jones, J.
220 Lowe, J.
221 Davies, T.
222 Kelsey, A.
223 Anson, H.
224 Churm, J.S.
226 Adams, J.

+ 227 York, B.C.
228 Edwards, F.J.
229 Ellis, W.
230 Edwards, V.
231 Ward, J.H.
233 Skelton, B.
234 Edwards, L.G.
235 Biggs, A.
237 McHard, W.R.
238 Haughton, E.
239 Haughton, R.
240 Lowe, W.
241 Harper, T.D.
242 Jones, R.T.
243 Harris, A.
244 Kelsey, T.H.
245 Haynes, G.E.
246 Brittle, J.A.
248 Morris, F.
249 Churm, S.
250 Saunders, R.

Check
No. Name
251 Hoofe, H.
252 Dawes, J.
255 Duce, A.
256 Lock, P.R.
258 Dodd, J.
259 Biggs, T.
260 Hyde, J.W.
262 Blakemore, W.
263 Churm, C.
264 Boden, F.
265 Evans, W.
267 Langford, B.
269 Hayward, J.
270 Jones, A.
271 Corbett, H.
272 Butler, I.
275 Hart, I.
278 Parkes, G.

* 279 Griffiths, T.
280 Langford, T.
283 Ellis, N.
284 Podmore, J.
285 Bowers, J.Y.
286 Pickering, R.
287 Duce, J.
288 Anson, J.E.
289 Archer, F.
291 Hurdman, J.
293 Lloyd, G.W.
295 Eveson, P.C.
296 Clemson, A.J.
297 Hollis, V.
301 Godbert, A.E.
302 Alford, N.

The check numbers were 1 to 500 for
face men in six categories:

1. Coal Getters & Loaders
2. Packers & Waste Drawers
3. Face Rippers & Packers
4. Conveyor Shifters
5. Coal Cutter Operators
6. Other Face Workers

and 5001 to 999 for others
underground and surface.
The same men, and their check
numbers, appeared in most of the
lists, except for 4 and 5 which
comprised mainly younger men.

There were always vacant numbers
as men left - but these were later re-
allocated to new men eg: +227 was re-
allocated to the writer in the mid
1950’s. The writer’s uncles (mothers
4 brothers) were also in this category,
Thomas (shown above *No.279),
William 422, Harry 476, and George 91

Rear view of the Kemberton Mine pithead baths in
1941, showing the bicycle racks. The small building in
the left-background was the colliery offices.

Picture: Ivor Brown

Above: A 1980 view looking west of the 1937 power
house at Kemberton (right) with the steel framed
stores building on the left.

Below: Side view of the 1870’s Engine house (left)
which was later converted into the generator or power
house about 1900. The 1960’s stores in use as a
council depot by 1980 is to the right.
Pictures: Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings
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A puzzle about a
Newcomen Steam Pumping Engine

Whilst doing some internet research
using the ‘Google’ search engine I
came across a reference to a
document dated 19th December 1793,
Ref. No. D/MRP 153/9 held by the
Durham Record Office.

This document is a ‘legal opinion’ of
Mr Hopper Williamson regarding the
use of a ‘fire engine’ held by the
lessees, Messrs S. and L., of North
Biddick Colliery (NGR: NZ 314 542);
his opinion is such that the lessees
need not have the agreement of the
owner of North Biddick Colliery, Mr
Errington, in allowing the owner of
Wharton Main (NGR: NZ 328 545),
Mr H., to possess the North Fire
Engine for water pumping purposes
should the lessees deem fit; also that
the lessees are entitled by deed to
build another fire engine to bring
injection water; should it be agreed
that the owner of Wharton Main
takes possession of the North Fire
Engine Mr Williamson suggests that
the former’s right to use drifts to
carry injection water cannot be
supported by terms of deed dated 30
December 1790 once the lessees of
North Biddick Colliery have fully
worked the Main Coal Seam.

Try as I might I do not understand

what this legal opinion is about.  The
reference to ‘drifts to carry injection
water’ is also puzzling.  My only
thoughts thus far are that the
workings of North Biddick Colliery
and Wharton Main were coming
close together and perhaps there was
a suggestion to use one engine to
pump injection water – which had to
be clean water – to the other engine.
Can any reader make any
suggestions about this document?

In 1730 there was a licence from the
Committee for the Invention for
Raising Water by Fire to Thomas
Tempest to continue, under a
bequest from Jane Wharton, the use
of an engine with a 38 in. cylinder, 9
ft. in length at the mines at
Houghton-le-Spring.  This is
presumably the engine working at
Wharton Main, or perhaps an earlier
one

Background information
The use of the name ‘Wharton Main’
only seems to occur for a relatively
short period.  It is shown on John
Gibson’s map of 1787, produced for
the Duke of Northumberland, and
also on William Casson’s maps of.the
area of 1801 and 1804.  The colliery,
or at least parts of it, were closed in

1779 when the Top Main and
Maudlin seams were abandoned.

There was an explosion at North
Biddick Colliery on 18th January 1743,
with the loss of seventeen lives.  The
explosion was caused by some
workmen who were holing a drift
which communicated with an old
waste, killing ten men and five boys.
One or two escaped but later died
from their injuries.  The first ‘air tube’
or tall chimney was introduced there
in 1756. The colliery finally closed in
June 1931.  There is a fossilised tree,
about 8 feet high, in the ‘Lost Worlds
Gallery’ in Sunderland Museum,
found in the colliery in 1840. The site
of the colliery is quite close to the
northern end of the Victoria Railway
Viaduct across the River Wear.

Jane Wharton, the heiress of Richard
Wharton, inherited much land in the
area and in 1706 she married John
Tempest who died in 1737.  The
Whartons and Tempests, together
with the Vanes, are the ancestors of
the Londonderry’s – well known coal
owners in the area.  There were also
marriages with the Nicholson’s and
Lyon’s families, it is from the latter
family that the late Queen Mother
was descended.

Alan Vickers

Thomas Murray - Moves to preserve historic house
One of the most historic houses in
North Durham is to be given
protection from development.

Pelaw House in Blind Lane, Chester-
le-Street was built about 1840 and
was once home to the famous literary
family the Barretts of  Wimpole
Street.

Now the district council has served a
building preservation notice in the
first step to have the building listed
under the control of the Department
of national heritage.

It still retains many of its original
features, including windows,
shutters, a staircase and decorative
plasterwork and cornicing.

The property is currently for sale and
concern that a new owner could
demolish it and use the land for
development has prompted the
council to act.  The existing owners,
the Central Electricity generating
Board, took it over 40 years ago.

John Hunt, the council’s planning
and development manager, said:  “In
spite of  its historic and architectural
interest, this attractive property is
not listed.  That means any purchaser
could demolish it without the need
for approval.

“We believe the building is worthy of
retention and by serving notice, we
hope to protect it for the next six
months while we apply to have it
listed.”

Previous owners have included
Thomas Murray, whose factory
producing world famous steam
engines was one of the main
employers in the town in the 1850s,
and mining engineer William
Armstrong.

After the First World War, the house
was occupied by Charles Rollo
Barrett and his family, who were
direct descendants of the poet
Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

From The Northern Echo,
Thursday 22nd December 1994.

Submitted by Alan Vickers
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Foreign Mines
in the News (based on BBC reports)

Polish Miners Strike - 17th November, 2003

Russian Miners Rescued Russian Explosion
In the second Russian mining
accident within a week, a powerful
explosion hit a mine in the far eastern
town of Partizansk (north of the port
of Nakhodka on Russia’s Pacific
coast), killing at least five miners with
up to 40 reported missing.

First reports said methane had
exploded inside the mine where 64
people were working at a depth of
750 metres.  Twenty managed to
reach the surface, five of whom were
injured. The blast in Partizansk’s
Tsentralnaya mine came at 11:15 local
time (01:15 GMT) on Wednesday
29th October, while drilling was in
progress.

The explosion is the fifth serious
mining disaster this year, most of the
accidents have been caused by
methane gas explosions.

Although the statistics for this year
are giving serious cause for concern,
the total mining deaths for 2003 are,
so far lower than last year, when 68
men died on the job.

the men to be stranded. No water
came out of the shaft when the hole
was bored, indicating the area was
not completely flooded. They then
blasted a passageway 1.4 metres (4.6
ft) high and 2.5 metres (8.2 ft) wide to
reach the men.

Three five-men teams of mine rescue
specialists, then entered the tunnel,
dubbed “the tunnel of hope”. The
search teams broke through the final
metres of rock to discover a note,
scratched on the wall by the miners
to say that they were heading for
cover towards the central mine shaft,
where they were subsequently found
alive.

Accidents are frequent in coal mines
in Russia and its ex-Soviet
neighbour, Ukraine.  Apart from the
natural hazards associated with the
work, miners complain of
deteriorating safety conditions.

A similar incident at Zapadnaya in
February was blamed on a lack of
maintenance work at the mine, which
had led to the creation of the
underground lake. There were no
casualties on that occasion.

Eleven of the 13 men trapped in the
flooded Zapadnaya coal mine in
Rostov Province, (southern Russia)
800 metres (2,600 feet) underground,
for six days were successfully
brought to the surface after rescuers
dug though more than 50 metres (164
feet) of rock to reach them .

The 11 were found alive on
Wednesday 28th October, another
was confirmed dead and a 13th is still
reported as missing. They had been
found in the northern part of the
mine, all lying together.

The mine’s director Vasily Avdeyev -
who was on his first day in the job
when the accident happened - was
among the last of the 11 to be
rescued from the mine.

Rescuers had been digging to reach
the men since Thursday (23rd Oct.),
when water from an underground
lake in nearby abandoned mine
workings flooded the pit, trapping 46
miners. Most were rescued after 2
days, leaving 13 unaccounted for.

Rescuers initially drilled a hole into
the mine shaft where they believed

government to change its plans to
shut down the four pits next year.
Miners want the collieries to be
merged, or only partially closed.

They are also sceptical that the
government will deliver on its
promise to re-train and re-hire miners
for other jobs.

Despite rioting by angry miners
during a march in Warsaw in
September, the government does not
appear to be backing down.

Poland’s parliament has adopted the
government’s plan to reform the
industry. The restructuring will shed
25,000 of the sector’s 140,000 jobs
and write-off most of the industry’s
$4.5bn debt by 2006.

Thousands of Polish coal-miners
have gone on strike in a protest
against government plans to close
four pits.

The government wants to restructure
the loss-making industry before the
country joins the European Union
next May.  Under the plan 8,500
miners will lose their jobs in a region
which already has 30%
unemployment - much higher than
the national average.

Miners have held a series of strikes
in the region. Instead of going
underground miners held rallies or
changing-room sit-ins at the pits in
the southern region of Silesia.

Union leaders hope the 24-hour
stoppage will persuade the

China’s mining film noir
Blind Shaft, a film by Li Yang opened
in London cinemas this week (24th
Nov.). It highlights the shocking
conditions and endemic corruption in
parts of China’s mining industry.

The film’s two main protagonists,
grizzled miners Song and Tang, have
a lucrative scam going.  They help
jobless migrants find work by
passing them off as their relatives, kill
them down the mine and pretend it
was an accident, then extract money
from the mine’s managers as a reward
for not squealing to the authorities.

The film is deftly done, with glittering
cinematography and grim humour.
But its theme is as dark as coal, all
the more haunting because the
corruption which underpins it is not
just a plot device, but a reflection of a
typical day at many Chinese mines.

See past issues of ‘Below’ for reports
of accidents in Chinese mines.
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tunnel into the depths of the hill,
breathing hard at an altitude of nearly
15,000 feet. Slanting lodes rear above,
shafts in the floor with hand-cranked
pulleys drop to lower levels. Here
and there we resort to a near crawl,
the passage inches high. I’m acutely
conscious of how close are the
dynamite and flaming acetylene lamp.
Props and beams are splintered by
pressure in places. At times we tiptoe
across precarious false floors. The
chico shouts down side tunnels and
along rifts, eventually gets a
response and his father joins us,
takes us to the shrine of El Tio - the
devil, whom the miners must
propitiate daily in return for
extracting his riches.

He’s made of clay, painted, decked
with streamers, glass marbles for his
cheeks pouched. “He chews coca,”
the miner explains, putting a cigarette
in his mouth, lighting it, and lighting
one for himself and me. “You must
smoke with the devil.”

He scatters coca leaves around his
feet, uncorks the flask of liquor,
drenches El Tio and the walls of his
niche and lights it. I hastily push the
bag of explosives aside as blue flame
dribbles down. He hands me the flask
and I feel the fire course through me.
He sips too, and we squat and chew
spinach-tasting leaves of coca that
make exertion at this altitude
bearable.

He tells me happily of work that will
kill him years before he reaches my
age. I make my farewells, stagger out
and wend my way back downhill.
That night I take the overnight bus
across the Altiplano to Oruro and La
Paz, and see the dawn blush behind
the high snow peaks of the Cordillera
Real and spread across the desert.
Bolivia is more than odd - it’s another
world, its harshness, it’s beauty
unforgettable.

Submitted by Ivor Brown
from Daily Telegraph 21/6/2003

I gravitate through grey tailings
towards the mines, long rows of
rough barracks on either side. Where
the track steepens to zig-zag up the
face of the mountain is a small
market. A chico of 10 or so attaches
himself to me as guide, takes me to a
stall.

I buy presents for the miners - a
couple of kilos of coca leaves; packs
of cigarettes, a bottle of 95 per cent
proof liquor, ammonium nitrate,
fuses, detonators, and sticks of
dynamite wrapped in twists of oily
brown paper, soft and malleable to
the touch. The whole lot’s handed
over in carrier bags, casually as a
corner-shop purchase, and we toil on
to the entrance of a small co-
operative mine called La Maria - one
of maybe 500 still worked on the
mountain for silver, copper, zinc.

The chico’s mother gives me an
acetylene lamp and frayed nylon
jacket. We crouch along a winding

A Visit to the Potash Mines, Bolivia, Jim Perrin
Ancient mines, still in operation at 13,418 ft. aod.

Pumping Restarts 
The pumping of underground
minewater is to be resumed in East
Durham to protect underground
water sources.  The pumping was
stopped in the mid 1990s when the
area's coastal pit closed.

The Coal Authority is planning to set
up a temporary pumping station at
Horden, near Peterlee, to deal with
rising mine water levels.  This will
discharge into the sea from a pipe
running from the old shaft at Horden,
the water will be treated to avoid
pollution of the sea.

In the longer term, the authority
plans to build a permanent pumping
system for the area.  Four sites are
being considered for this - Hawthorn,
Hawthorn Quarry, Dawdon and
Horden.
Northern Echo, 24th Oct. 2003 Road Crack 

NAMHO 2004
The National Association of Mining
History Organisations annual
conference in 2004 will be held at
Coniston, in the English Lake
District, 23-25 July.

Contact Sheila Barker:
 sheila.barker@cybermoor.org

Booking forms should be available in
January 2004 on the Cumbria
Amenities Trust Mining History
Society web site

www.catmhs.co.uk

It gets quite busy in the Lake District
during the summer and the
organisers are recommending that
you book early if you are planning to
go - accomodation lists can be found
on their web site.

National Mining
Memorabilia Association
The web site of the NMMA has now
moved to the following web address:

www.mining-memorabilia.co.uk

Prescott Coal
Since writing the article on coal
mining at Prescott that appeared in
the last edition of Below, a little more
information has come to light. Mr
Shineton, who remembered in the
1930s an old farm worker talking
about the mines, has recalled how he
was told the miners wore harnesses
to drag the coal out from the face to
the shaft; presumably the coal was
loaded onto trolleys or sledges.

The owners of Factory Cottage also
came across the outcrop of the seam
a few years ago when they built an
extension; it was about a foot thick,
split into several layers and burnt
well.

David Poyner

A nearby pumping station at the
former Nicholson’s pit ceased
pumping some years ago.  The crack
in the carriageway extends for quite a
distance on either side of the road.

Alan Vickers

A large recurring crack in the
carriageway of the A690 road at the
top of 'Houghton Cut', Houghton-le-
Spring, is said by geologists to be
due to the rising levels of
underground minewater in the area.
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International Mining
History Congress
Following on a very successful 6th
International Mining History
Congress at Akabira in Japan, papers
presented to the Congress are now
available as PDF files on:

www.imhc2003.com/index.html

Photographs of the Congress and
associated events are available at

www.imhc2003.com/photos/
index.htm

Have a browse - you will see it was
not all lectures and site visits, there
were plenty of receptions and parties
- I've checked to make sure there is
nothing embarassing - and it might
encourage members to attend the
next Congress.

Peter Claughton

First Announcement
Industrial Archaeology

in Shropshire
A one day meeting to be held on
Saturday 26th June at the Shirehall,
Shrewsbury to review recent
developments in the industrial
archaeology of the county. A field
trip is scheduled on Sunday 27th June
which may include the Ironbridge
Gorge and extractive sites in South
Shropshire.

Speakers and provisional titles
include:

Mike Shaw, Barytes mining in
Shropshire 1730-1950

Peter King, The Charcoal Iron
Industry in Shropshire

Paul Belford, The landscape of
Coalbrookdale in the 18th Century

James Lawson, Lead mining before
the Industrial Revolution

David Higgins, Shropshire Clay pipes
Tim Booth, Water Mills in Shropshire
Roger White, The industrial

landscape of the Clee Hills

Organised by the Shropshire
Archaeological and Historical
Society, supported by Ironbridge
Archaeology (Ironbridge Gorge
Museum Trust), the Ironbridge
Institute (University of Birmingham)
and Shropshire Archives (Shropshire
County Council).

Cost £10. Fuller details and a booking
form will be available in the New Year
from the meeting co-ordinator:
David Poyner, 136, Hoo Road,
Kidderminster, Worcs., DY10 1LP,
email:

David@D-Poyner.freeserve.co.uk

There will be space available for
individuals and organisations to
mount posters describing recent field
work in Industrial Archaeology.

Those interested should contact the
meeting co-ordinator - perhaps
details of club explorations and
surveys of various Shropshire Mines
ie: Snailbeach could be displayed on
a Club stand?

New Round-up and
Events

Memorial to victims of mining accidents in the
Forest of Dean

Forest of Dean Local History Society
website

www.forestofdeanhistory.co.uk

They are also planning to produce
four leather bound volumes
containing the same information,
which will be housed in the local
libraries.

They are also going to use some of
the money to mount an Art Exhibition
to be staged at the Dean Heritage
Museum in the autumn of 2004 and
they hope to liase with the Ramblers
Association to provide a way marked
route and leaflet covering some of
the sites where fatalities occurred.

Finally they plan to commission a
permanent memorial to the miners
and would welcome all sculptors,
woodcarvers and metal workers
residing in the Forest of Dean who
might be interested in submitting
designs to contact Society Chairman:

Averil Kear (01594 563165)
averil.kear@tesco.net

 for further details.

The Forest of Dean Local History
Society has recently announced that
they have been awarded a grant of
£11,737 from the Local Heritage
Initiative. LHI is a partnership
between the Heritage Lottery Fund,
Nationwide Building Society and the
Countryside Agency.

The grant is to enable the Forest of
Dean Local History Society to
produce a Roll of Honour to the
miners and quarrymen who lost their
lives whilst working in the Forest of
Dean. The information will form the
major part of a professionally
produced CD ROM, which will be
available from the beginning of 2005.

The database of around 600 mining
fatalities has been compiled over
several years by Dave Tuffley, Ian
Winstanley, Ron Beard and Averil
Kear together with additional entries
from members of the public. The
earliest fatality they have recorded is
1797 and details of all the miners’
names, circumstances of their
accident and the mine involved will
be included. The CD will also include
photographs of the mines where the
fatalities took place with a brief
history of each.

A further database of around 4,500
freeminers will also feature on the
CD.  The index will also comprise
name, residence, age and date of
registration of the freeminers.

The index was transcribed by
volunteers at the Gloucestershire
Record Office from original registers
of Freeminers received from the
Gavellers Office in Coleford, and
gives a unique number for each entry
which will enable the public to view
copies of the original certificates held
at the Record Office. The original
certificates give extra details about
the freeminers such as date of birth
and mine where worked, together
with a signature or mark.

The information included in this
database will also be available on the
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www.iarecordings.org

Mining Videos
A Tour of Clive Copper
Mine, £14.95
A comprehensive guided tour of
Clive, with Edwin Thorpe acting the
‘experienced’ expert and Kelvin Lake
the ‘novice’. The tour covers both
the upper and lower levels, plus the
Northern stope (the access to which
has completely changed).
Clive Rescue Practice, £9.95
An action packed ‘head banging’
record of a Club rescue practice,
featuring the ‘infamous’ maypole
winze traverse!
Snailbeach, £14.95
The rise and fall of Snailbeach, once
renowned as the “richest per acre of
ground in Europe”, is traced in this
production through the use of
historic photographs, animated plans
and sections, and unique
underground video footage.
Glengowla, £6.95
A tour around this amazing mineral
rich lead mine in Ireland, complete
with commentary and diagrams.

[12 mins.]

Collections from the Archives
C.15:Dudley Tunnel ’88 to ’89,£14.10
C.18:Donisthorpe Colliery, £11.75
C.20a:Snailbeach - Final Frontier, £9.87
C.23: Bagworth Colliery, £11.75
C.28: Morse’s Level, £9.87
C.29: SCMC in Cornwall, £16.45
C.32: SCMC in Ireland, £14.10
C.37: Dudley Tunnel - Wrens Nest

East Mine, £9.87

C.41: Hem Heath Winders, £9.87
C.42 The SCMC at Onslow Park,

(1998) £ 9.87
C.44 Nenthead Lead Mines, £9.87
C.45 Twelve Mines of Ireland (excerts

of C.32 with added commentary),
£11.75

C.46 Astley Green Colliery (including
views of the huge winding engine)
£9.87

C.48 Draglines - features the moving of
“Oddball” at St.Aidans Opencast
site, plus bigger draglines at work in
the North East of England. £14.10

C.49 Annesley-Bentinck Colliery, tour of
surface, £9.87

For more details about videos contact:
I.A.Recordings, PO Box 476, Telford, TF8 7RH

Books, Videos and Events

A Voice from the Hills
by George Evans

Published by Muriel Redge, 11
Hawthorn Rd, Minsterley.

Available from the Stiperstones Inn,
price £7.50.

Spirally bound, this is an amazing
little book made up of 40 ‘parts’ as
published in the Snailbeach
Magazine prior to George’s death in
1993. George had lived in and about
Snailbeach for 85 years and saw
many changes between 1908 and
1993.

His book covers every aspect of an
‘ordinary’ man’s life in the Hills from
the days of horse-drawn traffic
through to those of steam traction
engines to modern cars and coaches.
He remembered well the chapels
being full and active, when the steam
railways and some of the mines were
in operation and when most folk
depended almost entirely on self-help
and their small holding.

He describes the Bog Mines traction
engines, and where they were
watered on their journey, the Leigh
Level when it had pit ponies then
electric equipment, the Bog ropeway
being constructed, in use and being
dismantled and many of the mining
ventures of the first half of the 20th
Century. These included Bog,
Bunting Shaft, New Pit and the Swag.
The Ventor Mine (or was it Venture
Mine) just above Perkins Beach and
its sledge transport, Huglith Mine
and Malehurst Mill.

He was personally involved in the
working of limespar at Snailbeach,
Lords Hill, Tankerville, Roundhill and
Pennerley, and even had a go himself
at driving a most unlikely coal mine
level and sinking a water well or
shaft. All this is described as is so
much more.

It is a fascinating read and well worth
having.

Ivor Brown

Devon Great Consols
in 1964 and as such its publication is
a very important event. As the title
suggests it is a collection of 19th &
early 20th century reports on what
was one of the most important mines
in the west of England.

60 pages and  7 reports. A4
photocopied, card covers, stapled/
taped spine.  £6 + £1 p&p(cheques
payable to R.J.Stewart), available
from: Rick Stewart, Tamar Mining
Press, Patchway Cottage, Tamar
Place, Calstock, Cornwall, PL18 9QB

A collection of contemporary articles
and reports compiled by R. J. Stewart.

The Tamar Mining Press has just
brought out its first publication
Devon Great Consols. Described by
one of its directors as “a mine of
mines” Devon Great Consols was, in
its 19th century heyday, the largest
Copper producer in Europe and,
latterly, the largest arsenic producer
in the World.  This is the first book
devoted to the mine since John
Goodridge’s booklet published

Land of Poets, Scholars
and Mines

£12.95 - VHS
Mining is not the first subject that
springs to mind when thinking of Ireland.
Yet it is indeed a 'mining gem of a
country', managing to combine its well-
known magnificent scenery with many
unique remains and no less than three
working zinc mines!

Produced to follow the itinerary of the
2003 NAMHO Conference, this tape is a
brief tour of some of the best sites, both
surface and underground.
Running time: 47 mins.

Also Available on DVD-R, £14.95
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Diary Dates 2004Club Officers
(may change at the AGM)

1st January: Columns Open Day,
Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.

21st February: DCA AGM, 10am,
Monyash Village Hall.

6th March: BCRA Cave Science
Symposium, Dept. Earth Sciences,
University of Manchester.

13th March: CNCC AGM, 10.30am,
Hellifield Institute.

12th-17th May: 11th International
Symposium on Vulcanspeleology,
Madalena, Pico Island, Azores (with
trips).

26th June: Shropshire Archaeology
Society, One day conference on
Industrial Archaeology in
Shropshire, Shirehall, Shrewsbury.

12th-16th July: NSS Convention,
Marquette, Michigan, USA.

23rd-25th July: NAMHO 2004,
Coniston. Details: www.catmhs.co.uk

2005
5th-9th June: Centenary of flotation
symposium, Brisbane, Australia. Visit
the web site:  www.ausimm.com.au

The perils of surveying those remote
locations ....

3 hours in:

Check!

tape?

theodolite?
tripod?

poles?

compass?
Check!

Check!

Check!

Check!
pencil?

NO Oh! ...notepad?

We could draw it with lumps
of rock

how about a bat

dipped in ochre?

We’ll have to improvise ...Check!

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

Tackle: Ian Cooper

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Librarian: Alan Robinson

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Rescue Officer:
Neal Rushton

‘Below’ Editor, Publications:
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: Alan Taylor

Chair: Eileen Bowen

Secretary: Mike Davies
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Bob Taylor

Assistant Sec: Sue Blattner

Training Officer: Ian Davies

NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding


