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Library Additions
Siren: Newsletter of RSG, Issue 9,
Winter 2001.
Subterranea Britannica: Secretary’s
Newsletter, No.24, 2002.
Cave and Karst Science:
Transactions of the BCRA, Volume
28, Number 2, August 2001.
North Wales Caving Club:
Newsletter 277, Oct/Nov/Dec 2001.
Features trip report to mines in the
Picos, and Pool Park.
The Coal-Mining Industry in
Slieveardagh, A Blessing or a curse?,
Copy of an MSc. (Agr) thesis by
Stephanie Butler, 1995.

Technical Hints
I picked up a Petzl catalogue at
Caving Supplies the other day, it
contains some very useful technical
hints, covering their full range of
products. What’s more all these hints
are available (in slightly more detail)
on their web site:

www.petzl.com

The Tyrolean traverse techniques are
particularly interesting, and well
worth trying. While the Fall simulator
on the web site was interesting, it is
not recommended that you try it!

Man Engine
The Shropshire ‘man engine’,
mentioned in the last issue of ‘Below’
(p2) appears to have been installed
by Arthur Waters at East Roman
Gravels mine in 1882, there is a
reference to it in the Mining Journal
of 7th October that year in the report
of the AGM. I have not seen the
report yet but it is presumably
correctly reported.

Mike Shaw

Web Link Correction
The web link with the item on Man-
engines in the last issue of ‘Below’ is
no longer valid. GAG have now got
their own domain name and the link
should be:

www.untertage.com/fahr/
tkfahre.htm

IA Conference
Is anyone interested in attending an
informal meeting on the Industrial
Archaeology of Shropshire?  The
idea would be for people to share
ideas and problems, tell others what
they are doing or interested in and
find out what is going on within the
county.  The meeting would last for a
day sometime next year, involving a
number of speakers with the
emphasis on individuals and local
groups presenting their work and
activities.

If anyone would be interested in
attending, could they give me a call
(T. 01562-68638) or send me an e-mail
David@D-Poyner.freeserve.co.uk
If there seems to be enough interest,
I will take it further.

Surveying Starts
On the afternoon of Saturday 2nd
March a start was made on surveying
from the Devil’s Chair on the
Stiperstones to the Boat Level.

A small team (Ian Cooper, Peter
Eggleston, Kelvin Lake, Eileen
Bowen, and Mike Worsfold) lead by
Neal Rushton managed to get the
first part of the survey completed.
This involved creating two stations
on the Snailbeach-Bog Road (one
outside the ‘Bog Centre’ and the
other some 600m further along the
road), both with a clear view of the
Trig. Point on the Devil’s Chair.

From the top of the Devil’s Chair
sightings were made to the Wrekin,
Ironbridge Power Station, Brown Clee
and Rodney’s Pillar in Shrewsbury to
allow accurate placement on the OS
grid of the 2 stations on the road.
Mike Worsfold was left on top of the
hill for an hour or so with the prism,
to allow accurate distance
measurements to be made from each
of the stations to the Trig Point
(some 1,300m !). Apart from the
strong ‘breeze’ it was quite pleasant
on the top, well good views anyway.

The resulting triangle was surveyed
with minimal errors and can now form
the basis for the rest of the survey
along the road past Burgham, down
to the Boat Level. Neal estimates that
one full day or two shorter days
should see the survey reaching Boat
Level. By having an accurate line, it
should be possible to accurately
place other mine sites ‘on the way’.

Metal Mines Strategy
The Environment Agency Wales
have posted their Draft Metal Mines
Strategy for Wales on the Web at:

www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
yourenv/consultations/248423/

?version=1
The address still appears to work if you
leave the ?version=1 off the URL.
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Chapel Closes
The old Pennerley (Primitive)
Methodist Chapel closed in July
2001, the chapel replaced an earlier
one higher up the hill, but this has
long since gone. The present
building still retains the original
‘Primitive’ box-like pews and was the
chapel for the miners of Tankerville,
Pennerley and Bog.

The chapels around Pennerley still
held ‘Camp-Meetings’ (outdoor
meetings) in the 1990’s. The
‘Proceedings of the Wesley
Historical Society’, February 1999
contains an article “The Primitive
Methodist Camp Meetings in
Shropshire” by E.J.Lenton (copy
available in Telford Central Library)
on these.

Coalbrookdale Walk
The Friends of Ironbridge Gorge
Museum have organised a walk
around the Coalbrookdale Valley
Culverts & Water Courses on
Wednesday 10th April leaving the
Museum of Iron car park at 7.00 pm.
Their recent newsletter also carries a
description of a Sunday School Trip
by boat through the Berwick Tunnel
on a barge trip from Trench to
Haughmond Hill. The journey was
expected to take 3½ hours but took 7
hours each way (poor kids!). They
arrived home at 3.00 am the following
morning. It describes how the boats
were moved along by walking on the
tunnel roof. Berwick Tunnel was
bricked up in the early 1970’s.

Type SL lamp
An elderly lady Mrs. Margaret Kent
has come to live in Wakefield. She
was one of the first teachers
appointed to Madeley Modern
School (now Abraham Derby School)
in 1937. She has an old ‘Protector’
miners safety which was presented to
a relative, Les Ball, by the Lilleshall
Co. It is labelled ‘Type  SL Ministry
of Power, Approval No. B/120’.

Does any member know anything
about this lamp, date etc.?

Mine Recruitment
In order to get labour for the mines in
the 1940’s conscripts were ‘directed’
(these were called ‘Bevan Boys’) as
were some persons who
conscientiously objected to war
(CO’s). This latter situation existed
even in the 1950’s and several friends
of the writer were ‘sentenced’ to 3
years in the pit rather than 2 years
National Service.

One of these was Bill Bethell of
Madeley, son of one of the senior
Madeley Miners’ trade unionists. Bill
served his time at Kemberton Pit and
then became a Methodist Minister,
serving some time as a Missionary in
Africa in the 1960’s. He retired two
years ago and died last year.

‘Nine Men of Madeley’
On 29th November 2001, Haughton
School Madeley put on an evening
show called “The Nine Men of
Madeley - the story of a mining
tragedy”. Mr. C.Maiden of USA and
I.J.Brown were invited to attend as
the ‘only known descendants’ of the
men killed in the 1864 Brickkiln
(Crawstone) Leasow Pit shaft
accident. Unfortunately they were
not able to attend. The Schools in
Madeley are now reporting difficulty
in finding ‘old miners’ to go in and
talk to the children (the last pit closed
nearly 35 years ago).
Does any member know of someone
who could help?

Shelve Ore-field
A modern view on how the Shelve
ore-field was formed is given in the
December 2001 issue of the Welsh
Mines Society Newsletter (45)

Bumper Crop
The Whinberry crop was excellent
last year, fat and juicy from the warm
moist summer - and prolific due to
less grazing, trampling and picking
(results of the Foot and Mouth
precautions). It is said that some old
timers obtained four-figure sums for
their harvesting activities. The pies
are well worth a try if you are passing
The Stiperstones Inn.

Worth a Visit
Snibston Discovery Park, Coalville,
Leics. on the site of Snibston
Colliery. Many of the pit buildings
still remain (now scheduled). The
Colliery was sunk by George
Stephenson (of loco fame) in 1833,
the two shafts are very close
together and have a tandem head-
frame. The present steel frame
replaced a timber one in 1942. The
c1864 winding engine house still
remains together with a later fan-
house. [Leciestershire’s last steam
winder (from Donisthorpe Colliery)
was moved here in 1991 for
preservation, any sign of it?  Kelvin]

A third much larger shaft was sunk
nearby in 1915 to increase coal
raising, the gantry and tub-tippler
arrangements still remain, as do the
offices, baths etc..

Very close to this is a Loco shed
(1840’s) and reconstructed railway
tracks (standard and narrow gauge).
The standard gauge has been
opened for one mile for visitors, and
trips are regularly, hauled by diesel
loco’s.

The indoor gallery also has a mining
display, including a reconstructed
15th Century shaft and workings, as
discovered on a local opencast site.

New Publications
Peat Railways
A new book “Peat Moss Railways of
G.B.” by D.Hall et al (pub. Moseley
Railway Trust ISBN 0-950878-1-X)
contains a section on the narrow
gauge railways of Whixall and Fenns
Moss with details of the 4 locos (2
photographs). This is an interesting
and unique book as it describes the
last of Britains surviving industrial
narrow gauge mineral railways (on
the surface).

Postcards
“Never on Sunday” postcards are
now available from Members of the
Shropshire Mines Trust, at least
three of them show Stiperstones area
mining scenes

News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown
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The morning of Saturday 29th

December saw Alan & Vicky
Robinson, Ian & Mike Davies, Steve
Holding, Andy Browning and myself,
meeting up in North Wales to work
off the excesses of Christmas.

Our aim was located a short walk
away, along a forest track.
Fortunately the weather was kind
with clear blue skies, the sun shining
up the valley made the whole scene
very picturesque.

The track brought us alongside old
mine buildings and the main adit,
now securely locked shut with a solid
door.  We had been told that the way
into the mine was through workings
further up the hill.  We climbed up an
overgrown incline near the buildings,
which was harder work than it first
looked as we all arrived at the top
short of breath.

We had been warned that the
residents of an adjoining house are
not always happy about people
wandering around their land.  Bearing
this in mind we carefully searched the
area, finally concluding that nothing
really looked like the way in
described to us, however, we did find
a fenced hole complete with a mine
ladder, this seemed encouraging.

Entrance Pitch
The ladder only dropped 13 or 14ft,
there then appeared to be a way on
around a large boulder.  We let Steve
go on ahead to establish if it really
did connect with anything.

Returning fairly soon Steve reported
that it entered a passageway, but that
the water was around thigh deep.
With no other obvious holes around
we all decided to follow down the
ladder. Slightly beyond where Steve
had explored to we found the
passage had been bricked off, all of
the other side passages were blind,
until the last one before returning to
the ladder.  The passage didn’t look
hopeful, however, it soon opened out
into high stoping.  Exploring along
the stope turned out to be blind, but
did house some pretty blue and
green formations.  Working along in

the opposite direction soon opened
out into a chamber.  The passage
continued on with two sections of
false timber flooring, the underside
being flooded with deep water.
Above the passage more timbering
held back stacked deads.

Haulage Incline
The chamber previously passed
housed the top of an incline.  The
incline emerges at the edge of the
chamber facing the wall, most of the
top has a timber floor across it.
Fastened on the wall above the hole
is a metal pulley, to redirect the
haulage rope.  A second guide pulley
is mounted on a timber support
above the incline, leading back to a
large freestanding timber framework
that presumably housed the
winching equipment.

The man-way down the incline
comprised of neat steps, complete
with an old wire rope fastened to act
as a hand rail.  The incline emerged in
a short level, this contained another
section of false flooring over an
incline with a ladder man-way at the
side.  After three or four ladders we
found a couple were missing,
fortunately a previous explorer had
left a blue hand-line in place, which
made further decent easier.
Regaining the ladders we eventually
emerged in a larger level at the
junction of three passages.

Lower Levels
Exploring this lower level gave the
impression that the workings were
more recent than those at the top of
the incline.  We now met railway lines
and pipe work at the side of the
passage.  Further exploration at this
level revealed a network of passages
and more in the way of tools and
artefacts.   In a couple of places we
were able to see that further workings
below this level had now become
flooded.

We left the passages and emerged
into a chamber, again, this was the
top of an incline, only this time it was
flooded to floor level.  Above the
incline is what’s left of a metal

headgear and winch.  Also at this
level we discovered more stoping
complete with timber stemples.

Whilst exploring we encountered a
gate that had been described to us as
being on the way into the mine,
going through the gate we found that
the passage was blocked by another
wall, this was presumable the main
entrance adit.  Just inside the gate
was a solid metal ladder climbing
straight up. Emerging at the top after
over 100ft of ladder we found that
each section of ladder was bolted to
the section below, with neither the
top nor the bottom fastened to the
wall!

Upper Levels
These upper workings consisted of
yet more interconnected passages
and gently stoped workings.  Whilst
poking around at the top of one of
the stopes we almost by accident
saw daylight entering.  Emerging
outside again we found a whole
series of stopes worked to the
surface, all of which were just below
a track we’d walked along earlier in
the morning whilst searching for the
way in, and only a few hundred yards
from the ladder we had used to enter
the mine!

Walking back down the track
towards the car park in the gathering
dusk it started snowing, a very fitting
Christmas end to a thoroughly
enjoyable trip.

Ian Cooper

Gwynfynydd Gold Mine
29th December

Jurassic Barf
The world’s oldest known vomit has
been discovered by a team from
Greenwich University, in a clay
quarry near Peterborough. The
fossilised sick probably comes from
an ichthyosaur, a marine reptile,
which spewed it up about 160 million
years ago. Ichthyosaurs ate shellfish
called belemnites, and the fossil
vomit seems to contain indigestible
regurgitated shells.

New Scientist, No. 2330
16th February, 2002
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THE GEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION MEETING - 1894

On Wednesday 1st August, the party went by train at 8.15 to Pontesbury (11), getting a view on
the way of various coal workings, and also of Pontesford Hill, an isolated mass at the north end
of the Longmynd, which Dr. Callaway has identified as belonging to the Uriconian Series. On
arriving the party walked to Nills Hill  (12), and examined the quarries in the Stiper Stones quartzite,
which forms the base of the Arenig rocks in this district.

They then proceeded to a small exposure in a wood a little above Bank Farm, near Minsterley,
which shows an outlier of Llandovery rocks, resting unconformably on the Middle Arenig Beds.
Here many fossils were obtained, including Encrinurus punctatus, Petraia bina, Orthis,
Pentamerus, Rhynchonella, Tentaculites, etc.  About a mile further on, at a mine where Barytes
is largely worked, the carriages were waiting, and brought the party to Mytton Dingle (14), which
they ascended, and were able to collect some fossils from the Mytton Flags, mostly Obolella,
but Theca and Ogvgia Selwynii were also obtained.

The drive was continued for some way parallel with the Stiper Stones, of which, with its curious
projecting masses of rock - the Devil’s Chair, Cranberry Rock, and the Nipstone Rock - good
views were obtained; the route was then westwards towards Shelve, and, the carriages being
left, the party walked over the various members of the Arenig Series till they reached the highest,
the Stapeley Ashes. On the way, several intrusive dykes of dolerite were noticed, also many
scattered boulders of the same material. The Shelve anticline then brings up the older beds again,
and close to Shelve Church attention was drawn to a bed of graptolites in the Mytton Flags.

The walk was continued to the Roman Gravels mine (15), where many beautiful specimens of
calcite, barytes, blende, and galena were collected, and after tea the carriages were rejoined and
the party proceeded to Minsterley (13), stopping on the way at Hope (16) to examine some
contorted beds of finely banded ashes interbedded with Hope Shales, and another instance of
the Llandovery Beds resting unconformably on the Ordovician Rocks. These and other
interesting sections seen were photographed by various members of the party. From Minsterley
the return was made to Shrewsbury by the 6.55 train.

“Proceedings of the Geologists Association, Vol.13 1893-94”

19th C. Visitors to the South West Shropshire Mines, No.3
Contributed by I.J.Brown

Note by Ivor Brown:
While on the train the party would
have seen the “various coal
workings” in the Hanwood area. The
“mine where barytes is largely
worked” could have been either
Callow Hill or Snailbeach, but the
former is more likely - it is nearer “a
mile from Bank Farm” (Snailbeach is
1½ miles), easier to get to by foot and
the geology is more akin to what they
had been inspecting. It is also on the
way to their notation point (13),
which would have been about (17) on
the return journey.

Callow Hill was also being actively
prospected at this time by the
Yellands, who were mainly barytes
merchants. More importantly
however if they had joined
their carriage at Snailbeach
Mine surely they would

have said so, it being such a well
known mine - and in any case in 1894
was producing about 10 times as
much lead ore as barytes - so was
still a lead mine.

The visitors would have found Old
Roman Gravels Mine in
terminal

decline and being overtaken by
nearby East Roman Gravels Mine.
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The site of the Llanberis munitions
store dates back to the middle of the
19th century.  The two combined
workings of Upper Glynrhonwy and
Lower Glynrhonwy slate quarries
formed the largest extraction
operation on the western shore of
Llyn Padarn, this continued until the
quarries finally closed in the 1930’s.

Although impressive, the
Glynrhonwy workings have largely
merged back into the surrounding
vegetation, unlike the huge Dinorwic
complex on the opposite side of the
lake whose workings and spoil still
stand monument to the massive
industry based there, the spoil from
Glynrhonwy was dumped in Llyn
Padarn itself, leaving just the pits as
evidence.

Upper Glynrhonwy
Upper Glynrhonwy quarry consists
of 2 pits located to the west of the
‘Brynbras’ minor road, these were
operated by a different company to
the one operating the three pits that
comprised the Lower Glwnrhonwy
quarry.  Eventually the two joined
forces and were operated as one, part
of this involved digging a tunnel
from the bottom of Upper
Glynrhonwy quarry to connect with
the lower quarry, this tunnel was
used to drain water from the upper
workings and to transport the slate
through into the lower quarry, from
here it could be transported across
the base of the three pits through
connecting tunnels, to emerge next to
Llyn Padarn.

During 1940 the Air Ministry took
control of the lowest pit of the Lower
Glynrhonwy quarry, in this a two
storey munitions store was
constructed, the roof of which was
covered with approximately 25-30ft of
slate spoil, thus hiding the complex.

A similar site was also constructed at
Harpur Hill, (now used as a
distribution warehouse,) but due to
structural weakness at Llanberis the
design wasn’t repeated elsewhere.

Entrance into the site was via two
tunnels under the Llanberis to
Caernarfon road, the first tunnel was
originally used as the access out of
the bottom of the Glynrhonwy
quarry, this was enlarged slightly and
would have been the pedestrian
access into the store.  Along from the
original adit a larger, curved tunnel
was dug, through this a rail
connection was made with the main
Llanberis – Caernarfon railway line.
Inside the store a railway platform
extends the full length of the
building, this would have been
capable of holding a complete train of
wagons for loading/unloading.

Unfortunately on Sunday 25th

January 1942 a train of 27 wagon was
present in the store when the roof
over half of the complex collapsed,
trapping the train and 14,000 tons of
munitions inside.  Luckily  nothing
exploded in the process, however,
the only access to the remaining rear
section of the building was through
the original adit that had connected
the quarry to its neighbouring pit at
the rear of the site.  When the store
had been constructed this tunnel had
been utilised to carry the main
electrical cables into the store, and
was still actively draining the upper
quarry workings, a difference in floor
level between the adit and the store
would not have helped in
transporting anything through it
though.

The store remained in MOD use until
1961, many of the surface buildings
that belonged to the Air Ministry still
remained until the 1980’s when they
were finally demolished.

The Trip
Mike Davies, Ian Davies and myself
could not have chosen a wetter day
than 20th January 2002 to visit the site
situated at SH570610.  Having driven
through Llanberis on the main A4086
road we turned left into a minor road
named “Glyn Rhonwy” (a big sign on
the corner of the minor road opposite
the DMM factory).  We took the next
right hand turn and followed the road
up into landscaped slate waste, after
a short distance we came to a locked
barrier across the road.  Parking the
car at the barrier we braved the rain
to continue the journey to the
entrance on foot.

Following the black chain link fence
towards the main ‘A’ road we were
soon treated to glimpses of the store
down below us.  Following the fence
around to just above the A4086 we
found a gate where we could get
inside the fence, this then leads
down slate waste into the open
concrete floor of the area that
collapsed.

Before exploring the remaining store
we investigated the two access
tunnels, the smaller original adit is
lined with smooth concrete and still
has evidence of light fittings along
the centre of the roof.  The tunnel
curved around to the right before
ending in stacked rubble.  At some
point someone has tried digging
through the blockage as at roof
height a crawl has been cleared for
about 7-8ft before they gave up.
Returning to the store we went
across to the platform, making our
way down to the level of the track-
bed we walked through the much

Above: View of the munitions store
taken from the gate into the site, at
the top of the slate slope. Clearly
shows construction of the site.

Below: View looking from the mouth
of the store across the floor of the
collapsed area.  The railway tunnel
is seen on the far wall.

Llanberis Munitions Store
by Ian Cooper
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larger rail tunnel, this was again
curved but ended in a high steel gate
overlooking a yard.

Returning to the store we made our
way across the open floor to the
covered store, from this area the
construction of the site was clear.
The width of the open area is divided
into seven ‘tunnels,’ the second
entrance from the right is slightly
wider than all the others and contains
the railway platform.  Above these
tunnels on the second level are a
further seven tunnels with arched
roofs, above these a layer of slate
waste, the waste is less than
expected so it is possible the depth
of cover was reduced after the roof
collapsed.  The portal of each of the
tunnels has been bricked up,
presumably so the store could
continue to be used.  Access into the
store is made via the railway platform
or a door in the brickwork further
along.

Inside
Moving inside we found the walls
painted white with only limited
amounts of modern graffiti.  The
lower level of the store is divided into
nine tunnels labelled ‘A’ to ‘H’, (the
tunnel containing the railway
platform is not labelled).  Each tunnel
is around 25ft wide (apart from the
platform tunnel), and has a wall
separating it from adjoining tunnels.

Along the walls are four
evenly spaced doorways
to connect the tunnels
together.  Each tunnel is
divided into 6 sections,
with it’s letter and number
stencilled on the wall.
Sections 1-5 would have
been in the collapsed
section, whilst areas 6–11
remain undercover.
Tunnels A and H are
shorter than the others
and don’t meet the
collapsed area, presumably
the Ministry took
advantage of the quarry
being slightly wider at one end when
designing the store.

No Spitting
In a number of locations along the
wall of the platform tunnel is
stencilled the following:

” The filthy habit of spitting must
be discontinued.  Anyone found
spitting will be severely dealt
with.  Chewing of tobacco is
prohibited, offenders are liable
to dismissal   ”.

Between the platforms a large number
of electrical fittings
and lamp shades have
been dumped, this
area now contains a
few feet of trapped
water.

Tunnel ‘C’
Moving across to
tunnel ‘C’ we found
two lifts, one at ‘C9’
the other at ‘C6’ with
it’s entrance about 3ft
from the brick wall,
after the collapse this could only
have been used for personnel as
there isn’t enough room for a trolley
to enter or leave the lift, at the back
of this tunnel a stair case leads to the
upper levels.

Tunnel ‘D’
The next tunnel, ‘D’ contains the rear
adit, the floor of this is about 2ft
higher than the floor of the store.

The walls of the adit are rough
undressed rock, but the floor is
concrete with wooden sleepers sunk
into it.  Along the right hand side of
the passage is a channel containing
fast flowing water, this drops into a
drain where the adit joins the store.

Half way along the level is a bricked
up area, someone has knocked a hole
through it to expose a branch in the

Below: View of the loading/unloading platform,
taken from the rear of the store looking
towards the collapsed area.

Above: View of the loading/unloading platform,
taken from the entrance looking into the store.

Below: View along tunnel 'D'
towards the rear adit.

Above: View across four of the tunnels.

Llanberis Munitions Store
continued ...
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Ian Cooper, February 2002
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original tunnel, this doesn’t go far
and doesn’t connect with anything.

Along the right hand wall of the
tunnel are supports for the electricity
supply into the store. Before finally
emerging into the next quarry pit a
shaft is met that goes up to the
surface, the cables obviously went
up here as the supports and junction
boxes are present near the top.  The
tunnel opens out into a small pit with
high walls, there is no obvious way
up the walls to the top.

To the right of the pit another tunnel
leads off, presumably to connect with
the next quarry pit.  We made our

way over to it but as the water level
inside was over welly depth we all
decided against further exploration,
subsequent research has shown that
‘Gwynedd Cave & Pothole Club’
have investigated the tunnel and
have found that it ends with a
collapsed roof.

Upper Levels
Returning to the store we made our
way up the stairs to the upper level.
The second storey is similar to the
first, the tunnels being identified with
letters ‘J’ to ‘S’, with the lifts at ‘M6’
and ‘M9’.  Unlike the lower level
whose roof was flat, forming the floor
of the upper level, the roof of the
upper tunnels is arched, apart from
this the tunnels are similar to those
below.

Throughout the store remains of
electrical light fittings are met along
with electrical conduits.  The two lifts
are both in a similar condition and
apart from the motors, which have
been removed, seem to be intact.
Besides these items the building is
empty.

Along the walls in the open area are
regular wooden battens, possibly
used to hold signs dividing the open
area up into bays after the roof fell
in?  The two side walls of the open
area are smooth concrete about 40ft
high, about half way up it is possible
to see the mark from the original floor
level suggesting these walls are
original.

Left: View of original adit linking
munitions store to adjoining quarry -
note cable brackets on the right
hand wall.

Left: View of the lift in the
middle of tunnel 'C' on the
ground floor.

Right: View of the lift in the
middle of tunnel 'C' on the
upper floor.

All pictures and illustrations for this
article by Ian Cooper

Llanberis Munitions Store
continued ..
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Victoria County History
Easthope, on Silurian rocks east of
Wenlock Edge, in 1806!.

Sadly, due to a combination of
budget cuts and retirements, work
will cease once the latest volume on
Shrewsbury appears. This means
large tracts of the county of potential
interest to mining historians will not
be covered.

The good news for mining historians
is that the Shropshire Records and
Research Office have now made a
number of their catalogues available
on the internet as part of the a2a
(Access to Archives; who thinks up
these acronyms?). These include the
More Collection of Linley Hall. It can
be accessed from the Public Record
Office website at:

www.a2a.pro.gov.uk

Submitted by
David Poyner

News Round-Up 2

The Victoria County History of
Shropshire is unfortunately, to cease
work on further volumes. The project
began life in the last years of Queen
Victoria’s reign as an attempt to
provide a history of every parish in
England, organised by county.

A couple of Shropshire volumes
appeared before work ceased until
the 1960s. Since them more have
appeared, covering for example,
almost all of the parishes on the
Coalbrookdale Coalfield. These can
be extremely useful for mining
historians, both directly and
indirectly, by for example recording
landowners of estates on which
mining has been known to take place.

There are fascinating details in
individual entries. For example,
Volume 10 records abortive coal trials
in 1765 by a Mr Barnaby at
Ticklerton, Eaton Under Heywood
and an apparent coal mine in

Highley Sidings
The site of the sidings of Highley
Colliery, adjacent to Highley Station,
have recently been purchased by the
Severn Valley Railway. Initially this
will be used for car parking for
special events but if finances permit,
a locomotive shed and museum may
be constructed. The local staff at
Highley Station are interested in the
mining history of the site; they have
recently uncovered the foundations
of the NCB weighbridge constructed
in the 1950s and hopefully more
features will come to light. The most
exciting news is that the land also
includes a large part of the site of the
Stanley Colliery of 1804-1823.

It should now be possible to study in
detail some of the features thought to
be associated with this mine and
which were documented in an article
in the Annual Journal, volume 3, pp
53-8, Survey of Stanley Colliery,
Highley and Associated Features, D.
Poyner & R. Evans.

Shut End Colliery
The latest edition of West Midlands
Archaeology (volume 43, 2000), in
addition to a number of reports from
myself on assorted sites already
detailed in “Below” or the club
journal, contains a note on No 18 Pit,
Shut End Colliery (SO 8938 9010),
recorded prior to an extension of
Himley Quarry. The engine house
was in a poor state of repair but the
chimney was better preserved. The
survey has been written up as
Birmingham University Field
Archaeology Unit Report No 680,
presumably available by contacting
the Field Archaelogy Unit at
Birmingham University, Birmingham,
B15 2TT, Tel 0121-414 5513.

Club members may wish to consider
sending notes of any recording
project they undertake to West
Midlands Archaeology, as it does
help publicise the work in the outside
world. Contact me if interested (Tel
01562-68638).

David Poyner

Chinese Accidents
Tourist Mine Accident
On 8th April 2001, 17 people died
when “squeezed and suffocated” in a
tunnel that is one of China’s most
famous atttractions (Huashan, Hua
Mountain). Five other tourists were
also injured in the accident.

High Accident Level
In the year 2000 the fatality rate in
Chinese Mines was 10 times that of
India and 200 times that of the USA.

A major cause of explosions is the re-
cycling of old miners lamps, sold “as
new” lamps and of sale of sub-
standard new products.

A survey in 1996 of 25 lamps, made
by 21 manufacturers, showed that
only 40% passed safety standards.

Ivor Brown
NAMHO Newsletter,

Issue No. 42, Winter 2001

Nuanerhe Explosions
Explosions in a Chinese coal mine
killed 27 miners, including a rescue
team searching for suvivors and
bodies.

A gas explosion on Saturday, 26th
January 2002, killed all 19 miners
working the morning shift in the
Nuanerhe mine in Hebei province
north of Beijing.

A second blast ripped through the
shaft on Monday 28th January while
a group of 25 miners were searching
for victims of the first explosion.

Shropshire Star,
Tuesday 29th January 2002

Submitted by
Brian Tildesley
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An Underground Royal Observer Corps. Post
in the Coalbrookdale Coalfield, by Ivor Brown

In November 1971, preparations were
being made to fence off the recently
permitted Ketley Grange Opencast
Site (Extension Area). My task that
day, as Group Reclamation Engineer
with Telford Development
Corporation, was to see whether the
surface boundaries could be
extended slightly to enable the large
earth-moving machinery to remove
“eyesores”, or otherwise make
improvements for the benefit of the
area. Some old cottages alongside
Ketley Main Road were identified for
removal and then it was suggested
that the Cadman’s Pit mounds which
were almost surrounded by houses
should be flattened. Investigations
on top of the mound found Cadmans
Pit Shafts - one still containing the
steel keps or landing gear with
handle (see photograph). I also
found some flagged steps leading up
and onto the mound with a green-
painted wooden box, about table size,
at the end.

It had a hatch which was locked. I had
not expected this, but two small boys
came up to me and I asked what they
knew about it. They explained that in
the evenings they had seen men in
green suits open the box and go
down into a hole in the mound. But
they had never seen anyone come
out. I wondered what it might be and
went back to HQ to make inquiries.

A day or so later I was visited by two
dark-suited gentlemen and asked to
explain my interest! To cut a long
story short, the result was a warning
that I should go no further  - or else!

The post was eventually demolished
by Wrekin Council in March 1992!
According to an item in the
Shropshire Mines Trust Newsletter,
No.16, July 2000, the post had been
constructed in 1961 as part of the
“Cold War” defence network. Its grid reference was SJ 693 101, the pit
mound and shaft top area is still discernable and accessible. More recently
there was a further threat to remove the mound as ‘puddling clay’ for a
reservoir project.

Below: Cadmans Mound, 1971 -
excavated Shaft keps.

Picture: Ivor Brown

40 Years Ago - The Club in 1962
The Club got off to a good year, at
the January 4th Meeting it was stated
that the Club now had its own
duplicator, to run-off publications
and it was agreed that all members
attending a weekly meeting should
be charged a levy of 1/- per meeting.
It was also decided to give as many
members as was possible some
responsibility (C.Lears was put in
charge of ladders and M.Balderston
“the social side”. By March, M.James
had been put in charge of
‘equipment’).

On 3rd-4th April 1962, the Club took
part in Newport Town Hobbies
Exhibition and its stand caused much
interest. One prospective visitor
attracted was I.J.Brown who asked
for information. D.R.Adams replied
on 10th April saying the Club had 9
active and 3 advisory members and
that new members were accepted
with 3 provisos:-

“they should be thoroughly
interested in the sport of caving”.

“they should be unanimously

accepted by all present
members”.

“the Club has sufficient means to
transport and equip them”.

Also the Club had a subscription of
£1 per 6 months, with the levy of 1/-
per expedition attended. It met on the
first Thursday of each month in the
room above 36, St. Mary Street,
Newport, the “Merrytiller Shop”. In
fact the third proviso meant that new
membership was temporarily in
abeyance until a trailer had been
renovated for one of the land Rovers.

The ‘First AGM’ was held on 20th
September 1962 and concern was
expressed that the Treasurers report
(by M.R.Gaut) only showed a
balance of £1.13.8 and there were
“several bills” to be paid. 30 copies
of the first Year Book had been
distributed and P.Heath, P.Gaut and
I.J.Brown were “asked to become
members”. The meeting was followed
by a Dinner at the Barley Mow.

In October it was decided to form a

‘Cave Rescue Service’ and in
November ‘insurance’ and
membership of Derbyshire Caving
Association was considered. About
8 members had attended monthly
meetings during the year with a
similar number on ‘expeditions’.

Most expeditions had been to
Shropshire sites; Eardiston,
Llanymynech, Giants Cave, Llynclys,
and Oswestry Quarries, but also
some in Staffordshire & Derbyshire.
North Wales was also frequently
visited and the site for an Easter
Camp was located (April 20th-23rd).
The Year Book gives details of sites
visited and has special reports on the
Caves of North Wales & A.Corbyn’s
work at Geevor Tin Mine.

SMC Account No. 2 “Survey of
South Shropshire Lead Mines” was
published at the end of the year (six
copies only - but it was later
reprinted in full by the Peak District
Mines Historical Society, Vol.2 pts 2
& 3 1963/4).

Ivor Brown
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This trip was eagerly anticipated by
the 12 explorers that gathered on the
windswept car park of the Parys
Mountain Heritage Trail, those
present included:

Ian Davies, Mike Davies, Steve
Holding, Alan & Vicky Robinson,
Kelvin Lake, Peter Eggleston, Mike
Moore, Sue Blattner, Dave Adams,
Chris Andrews and myself.

We were met by Ron & Anne Harris,
and Ray Jones of the Parys
Mountain Underground Group
(P.U.G.) who were to be our guides
around the mine.  Our first point of
interest was the specially
constructed viewing platform at the
end of the ‘Great Opencast’ pit.  This
large pit was originally worked as a
series of mine workings and shallow
shafts, they eventually collapsed and
it was then subsequently worked as
an opencast pit.  Although
impressive in size, the pit only

represents a small
proportion of the ore
removed from the site,
the vast majority was
extracted from
underground mine
workings.

The Opencast pit is
made all the more impressive by it’s
wide range of autumnal colours, all of
the material in the pit (as well as the
spoil heaps alongside) is stained with
rich reds, tans and deep yellow
colours.  At the bottom of the pit is a
large pool of deep red acidic water,
this apparently has a pH of 2, the
deep colour being the result of high
concentrations of dissolved iron.
The level of this pool now represents
the current water level within the
mine, and is the main obstacle to
further investigations underground,
it is actually some 150 feet above adit
level.

We made our way from the viewing
platform around to the mine entrance,
this was originally sealed with
concrete in the 1980’s, but due to the
efforts of P.U.G. permission was
granted for the level to be re-opened
and a new secure entrance put in it’s
place.  Those of us who had visited
the P.U.G. website before the visit
had seen, and were expecting, a 3ft
diameter metal pipe as the front door.
What actually greeted us was a very
smart reconstructed adit entrance,
complete with brand new gate (only
fitted the previous weekend).

On the inside we made our way down
a flight of original stone steps, these
formed one of the main accesses into
the mine and is called the “Parys
Walkway”.   The bottom of the steps
brought us to a small level and the
top of a ladder down.  We had now
arrived at the 10 fathom level.  The
depth of all the workings in the mine
are referenced to the base of a
Windmill positioned on the edge of
the Great Opencast, what is
interesting is that this windmill
actually belonged to the adjoining
mine company!  It was originally built
to economically pump water from the

mine workings, although was later
connected to a steam engine by a
system of rods, easing the load on
both machines.  At this point in the
tour we split into two groups of 6, the
reasons why became apparent later
on.

Our group headed straight down to
the lowest accessible parts of the
mine, the 25 fathom level, access to
this was via three fixed ladders.
Although a number of the ladders in
the mine are original, a few that are
either missing or unstable have been
replaced by P.U.G. with new steel
ladders, these have been installed
either beside the original ladder, or in
front of it on metal spacers.

Once we reached the 25 fathom level
we were met by three passages, the
first level we went along contained
two recesses cut in the side wall,
these acted as refuges whilst
blasting, the end of the passage
finished at a collapse.  It does
continue a little further but is a crawl
into particularly unstable timber and
fallen material.

Of particular interest at this end are a
small collection of smooth rounded
hammer stones that had been found
in the mine.  Also in this area was a
collection of sterile eye wash
syringes in a sealed bag.  Because
the moisture in the mine is acidic, it is
possible that water dripping from the
roof could cause eye irritation, as a
precaution a number of these eye
wash stations are placed around the
workings.

The second passage from the
junction took us to see the ‘spiral

Parys Mountain Trip
20th January 2002, by Ian Cooper

Eager explorers waiting in the
‘breeze’, on Parys mountain.

Club Members surveying the Parys
Opencast pit from the new ‘viewing
platform’

The Parys Mountain windmill,
viewed from beside the mine
entrance.
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staircase,’ one of the original man-
ways through the mine.  To reach the
staircase we descended another
short ladder that overlooked a
sunken pool of pale blue water, at the
foot of the ladder we met the start of
the staircase, this takes the form of a
spiral staircase cut into the
surrounding stone.  Progress down
the stairs is soon halted by the
presence of water, at this point we
had reached the current water level of
the mine.

P.U.G. are in the process of
reopening the original drainage adit
which will lower the water in the
mine, exposing a 30 and 45 fathom
level.  They are working closely with
the relevant authorities in the area
who appear to be very supportive,
the local landowners, and residents,
some of which aren’t too happy with
the current situation where half the
hill is full of sulphuric acid.

As progress was blocked with water
we returned to investigate the final
passageway on this level.
Apparently tours aren’t usually taken
along this passage to prevent
damage to the many formations that
line the level.

Our first obstacle took the form of a
ventilation doorframe, although the
door is no longer present we had to
stoop to pass through the remains of

its frame.  We soon found the reason
why activity along the passage is
limited, along most of the right hand
wall are the most fantastic formations
in browns and golden yellows, many
spanning the height of the wall, great
care was needed to avoid brushing
against them as the passageway is
very narrow.  Eventually the level
again meets water level and further
progress is prevented.

The reason why our group was split
into two parties became clear, all of
the passages dug in the mine are
narrow, although most are high
enough to allow people taller than 6ft
to stand up (thankfully!).  The narrow
passages reflect the equipment used
to move materials around the mine,
because the moisture in the mine is
highly acidic, rails and wagons were
not used to transport ore as they
would only have a short life span,
instead, everything was moved
manually with barrows.  In many
places the wooden boards placed on
the floor are still present, now making
progress easier through the soft mud.

In places corroded pipe work is still
present which would have been used
to supply air to power tools,
however, the miners did try to give
extra protection to these pipes as
strips of fabric have been found in
the mine which it is thought were
used to protect the pipes from the
harsh environment.

Having finished at the 25 fathom
level we next ascended back to the 16
fathom level.  Working along this,
our first encounter was a medium
sized chamber, it’s in here that the
fabric remains were pointed out and
their possible use as protectors.  On
the walls of this chamber are
turquoise blue pisanite crystals,
these are found in a number of areas
around the mine.  Also in this
chamber were remains of a more
modern camp fire and rubbish,
evidence of visitors in the mine
before the entrance was sealed.

Leaving the Pisanite chamber behind
us we continued along the passage

until we came upon a small chamber
containing two pools of deep red
acidic water, the interesting point to
be noted here was that although the
two pools are only two or three feet
away from each other, the water
levels are different, indicating that
the two sources of water are not
connected.  The water in the larger of
the pools remains static, whilst the
contents of the smaller pool varies
seasonally, sometimes being up to 6ft
below the level of the other pool.

Carefully walking across the land
between the pools we continued
along the passageway, taking note of
a lump of clay on the wall, used as a
tally by the miners.  This passage led
to an area of the mine that has been
proved to be around 3,500 years old.
Whilst the miners were opening out
the chamber they broke into the
bottom of two earlier bell pits, one of
which is currently the site of an
archaeological dig.  Standing in the
bottom of the pit it was pointed out
that after it had been abandoned, the
bell pit had silted up, evidence of
which could be seen in the form of
varying bands of grey on the walls,
associated with this silt are fragments
of wood, it is these that have been
dated and enable an accurate date to
be placed on the workings.  Also
found in the base of the pit were
more rounded hammer stones, as
these have also been found in
context with the silt layers and wood
it has been possible to date these as
well.  The second bell pit that the
chamber breaks into has so far not
been excavated.

On the floor of the chamber we were
shown sections of charred peat,
suggesting that fire-setting had been
used in the area.

Retracing our footsteps to the start
of the 16 fathom level we ascended
the final section of ladder to bring us
to the foot of the ‘Parys Walkway’.

Apart from a brief glimpse whilst we
were on the 16 fathom level we
hadn’t seen the members of the other
group during our tour, they had
started at 16 and then dropped down

Parys Mountain Trip
20th January 2002, continued ...

Club Members ‘rushing’ the
entrance to the ‘Parys Walkway’.
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Parys Mountain Trip
20th January 2002, continued ...

to visit the 25 fathom level, the same
tour as ours but tackled in the
opposite direction.  Despite this we
all met up again outside the entrance
to the adit within about 5 minutes of
each other, having spent over three
hours underground.  All that was left
now was the gentle stroll back to the
cars and to thank Parys Underground
Group, and in particular our three
guides, Ron, Anne and Ray for a
fascinating trip.

Further Information:
http://www.parysmountain.co.uk/

Ian Cooper

The Modern Mine
On the other side of the road from the
Parys Mounatin Heritage Trail car
park is the Angelsey Mining
Company’s new shaft and pit head
buildings, although at the moment
the mine is ‘moth-balled’ due to the
low ore prices.

Arriving early for the trip (AutoRoute
totally miscalculated the amount of
time needed to reach the area), and
having photographed Amlwch
harbour, and still having time to kill, a
quick photographic recce of the
accessible surface buildings was
made.

The winding ropes have been
removed from the headframe and
presumably wound back into the
large green corrugated iron engine
house on the ‘up-hill’ side of the
mine access road, while the steel
headframe is situated on the ‘down-
hill’ side of the road.

Near to the headframe is a large
corrugated building, with boxes of
core samples stacked outside - there
is even one box on the roof of the
building. At the side of the building
(outside the fencing) is the pithead
baths (see picture to the right)!

The headframe surroundings appear
to be sufferring a bit from the Welsh
weather, although there is a steady
stream of  tractors and vehicles
driving up to the site.

Anglesey Mining
plc’s large
winding engine
house

Above: Anglesey Mining plc’s
sign on the side of the ‘core’
building.

Left: The tall headframe (with
ropes removed). Bottom right is
the top of the large ‘core store’
building.

Stacked boxes of core
samples outside the pit top
building.

The pit head baths?

All Parys Mounatin pictures by
Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings, 2002
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Shortly before pumping at the mine
stopped in 1967 (following the
closure of Kemberton Colliery) the
writer was involved, with the
Shropshire Mining Club, in trying to
preserve the ‘Tar Tunnel’ at
Coalport. This is a ‘sough’ from the
side of the River Severn (and the end
of the Canal previously mentioned)
which connects with the old mines at
Blists Hill and probably through
Shawfield Pits, Hills ‘Lane Pits to
Halesfield.

The writer was concerned at the
effect that the stopping of the pump
at Halesfield would have on the flow
of water through the Tar Tunnel. The
Tunnel mouth is at 145 ft aod and
Halesfield pit bottom pump
is about 450 ft below aod. The Tar
Tunnel is about 235 ft below the top
of Halesfield shaft so any rising
water would leave at the tunnel if the
workings were connected. Halesfield
Pump was pumping about 150

gallons per minute and it seemed
possible that eventually this water
would divert itself naturally to the
Tar Tunnel, but before this however
there could be even worse - a
problem of gas discharge under
pressure as the water rose in the old
workings.

Fire and Gas Problems
From the 1930s the number of men
employed at Halesfield was about
ten, 4 pumpmen under ground, 4
windingmen and 3 banksmen on the
surface.The windingmen and
pumpmen were on a 3-shift rota,
days, afternoons and nights with the
extra man being used to cover for a
5½ day week, sickness and holidays.

Banksmen operated the signals when
raising and lowering men, they did
not work through weekends, this was
done by visiting Deputies (in
November 1955 wages were;
windingmen, also in-charge of the

fans, 43 shillings & 5d per shift,
pumpmen 41s 5d, and banksmen 32s
2d, all received a bonus shift after 5
complete shifts ie: 6 shifts for 5
worked or 4 shifts only if one day
was lost!).

During 1960-62 the writer was
involved as Deputy on many
weekends. The ‘Halesfield District’
normally came under the charge of
the Kemberton Pit Bottom Deputy
who had to visit the pumpmen, over
1000 yards away, every 4 hours by
law. Normally there was no Pit
Bottom Deputy at weekends so a
Deputy had to visit the Halesfield
surface every 4 hours to go down the
pit to inspect the pumpman’s District.

The writer was one of the Deputies
living nearest, about 350 yards away,
and being young and single, was
deemed to be most suitable for
covering the Saturday 6pm and
Sunday 2am inspections. (This could
be done, it was thought, before and
after the weekly ‘night out’ in
Wellington.) An ‘old, married and
settled’ Deputy was chosen to do the
Saturday 2pm and 10pm inspections.
(Two inspections equalled ½ a shift
per week and so satisfied the ‘11-
shift per fortnight’ contract of the
time.)

Each 4 hourly inspection involved:
arrive, put on old clothing, bank up
the pumpman by signals to
windingman, borrow pumpman’s
lamp, go down shaft and inspect the
District for ‘gas’ and dangers.
After about half an hour, telephone
surface to arrange to come up, get
into cage and wait to be banked up.
On arrival at surface, bank the
pumpman back down, change, and
the pit could be left for 4 hours. The
system worked well but it was always
a drag to end a good night out early!
No ‘gas’ or danger was found during
the writer’s time - but!.

On cold days the exhausted air from
Halesfield shafts always appeared
like steam; hot, humid air meeting
cold air, and in 1965 the steam began
to look like smoke. It was smoke from
a spontaneous heating probably in

The Halesfield Pits, Madeley, Shropshire (Part 3)
by Ivor Brown

Surface

Tar Tunnel

Connection in
L. Flint seam

Rising water
when pump

stopped

? ? ?

aod.

Relationship of Halesfield Colliery to
nearby mines and the Tar Tunnel,
Sketch by Ivor Brown.
Approximately to scale

Would rising water flood the Tar Tunnel?

Location miles aod shaft below
Surface depth aod (Pit
Level Bottom)

Tar Tunnel (entrance)   138’
TT-Blists Hill (Pit) 0.6   325’   606’ 281’
TT-Shawfield (Pit) 0.9   354’   666’ 306’
TT-Hills Lane (Pit) 1.2 c354’   678’ 324’
TT- Halesfield (Pit) 1.6   370’   831’ 461’
TT- Kemberton (Pit) 2.1   355’ 1038’ 683’

(all figures are approximate)
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old workings. This was believed to
have been caused by air being drawn
through old workings about 100yds
down, from Rowe’s Pit. Fortunately it
stopped when the seals on the shaft
tops were checked and reinforced.

The earlier dangers however, at the
mine could never be forgotten.
When the announcement was made
that the mine would be closed, the
writer, now no longer an NCB
employee, got permission to study
the situation at Halesfield
underground with a view to assisting
in safeguarding the Tar Tunnel. On
18 July 1966 the writer was taken
down Halesfield Pit and a short
‘walk’ in nearly waste deep, ochrous
mud and water, led to Rowe’s Pit
workings. Here a considerable
volume of water (about 120 gallons
per minute) cascaded over a high
brick wall and the writer was informed
that this was coming from Rowe’s Pit
bottom, a fall from 790ft to 921ft.

Despite the presence of running
water the air was very warm and
humid, it seemed obvious that there
must be a considerable catchment
area possibly as far as the Tar
Tunnel/Blists Hill area. Although the
NCB believed that the water table for
the area was likely to be “about 300ft
down” ie 80ft aod, and the Tar
Tunnel was above this, but there was

no guarantee that the water would
not reach the Tunnel level when the
mine closed. In any case the rising
water would compress trapped air in
cavities as it rose, and this air full of
trapped mine gases, could break out
at any time -through degraded old
seals for example. It could be that
precautions would have to be taken
at the Tunnel to counteract the
likelihood of pressurised mine gases
being discharged before the water
arrived. This was done (Has
everyone read ‘Germinal’ by Emile
Zola?).

Kemberton and Halesfield Pits
ceased work, pumping and
ventilation stopped during 1967-68,
and most of the surface buildings
were demolished, but Halesfield
problems returned in 1972. In April
1972 the writer was working with
Telford Development Corporation
and was asked to investigate a ‘nasty
mine smell’ at Halesfield. He soon
found an iron pipe,about 8in
diameter, protruding from the ground
about a yard from the shaft seal. Gas
was gushing from this pipe having
the smell of rotten eggs. There were
several dead birds near the pipe
mouth.

The area of the pipe was well fenced
off and gas tests made over several
days. A typical analysis was 26.2%

methane, 0.46% oxygen, 57.34%
nitrogen and 16% carbon dioxide
with a trace of hydrogen sulphide
(the smell). There was no carbon
monoxide, this and the small amount
of oxygen indicated that no
spontaneous combustion was
present. A surprise was that when
mining was taking place the water
pumped was equivalent to 0.54 cubic
metres per minute yet the pipe was
discharging 9 times this amount. The
circumstances anticipated for the Tar
Tunnel had in fact happened but up
this pipe, the Mine’s old pumping
main. It was then discovered that,
before the shafts were filled, the
workmen had sealed the pipe at the
bottom with a steel plate and then left
the pipe in place. The pressure of the
gases as the water rose must have
caused this seal to collapse. The pipe
was then filled with grout to seal the
main.

The problems at Halesfield did not
end here. While investigating the
previous incident local children
invited the writer to look at some
‘caves’ they had found. These were
immediately identified as the old fan
drifts which connected the Halesfield
shafts with the exhausting fan. In
plan they formed a Y shape with the

The Halesfield Pits, Madeley, Shropshire (Part 3)
continued .....

One of the last Halesfield Pit Inspection Reports (reduced in size)
Note: Bar = Barometric Reading, @B = only the pit bottom area was
examined

Shaft cap in April 1972, with 8 inch
iron pipe - the site of the gas
emission.

Picture: Ivor Brown
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eye of the fan at one end and the two
shafts at the top. Each was 22.9
metres away by underground
passage, at the other two ends of the
Y. On exploration it was found that it
was possible, at the shaft ends of the
drift to stand on the subsided fill in
the two shafts beneath their surface
concrete caps. The underground
passageway smelted ‘gassy’ and
tests indicated that at the roof there
was an explosive mixture of methane
gas. Obviously gas was migrating up
through loose fill in the shafts and
accumulating in the roof of the
‘caves’. Immediately holes were made
under each cap to release the gas and
the area was well fenced until the
whole fan drift structure could be
removed.

The End
The Halesfield Pits, although
relatively small when working,
figured largely in the life of those
who lived close to them for about
one hundred and fifty years.

Kemberton Pit, although much
bigger, was more remote. Older
residents in the 1960s could still
remember the noise of the clogs and
the sound of singing as pit girls
walked, early in the morning, to their
work.

For every resident the tips dominated
the skyline, appearing greater as the
trees planted on them for pit wood
grew higher. This area did however
provide a marvellous
playground, a place to picnic and to
obtain line posts, pea and bean sticks
for the cottage gardens. The pit
waters as seen in canal and local
brooks encrusted everything with a
bright orange coating and the
Penneystone Shale from tips became
a slippery grey clay on boots,
clothing and local roads.

During the 1970s and 80s all above-
ground remains of the buildings were
removed, the shafts were made safe
and vegetation grew almost
undisturbed by the newcomers to the
area. This has once again changed as

The Halesfield Pits, Madeley, Shropshire (Part 3)
continued ...

the site has become a rapidly
expanding caravan park in a ‘country
setting’.

[It is once again undergoing
redevelopment with the Caravan
touring park being largely replaced
by a ‘Park Homes’ development.
Kelvin]

Since the Madeley Wood Company’s
Pits, although numbering a dozen
operations under separate
chartermasters, were classed as one
mine, (Madeley Wood) with a single
mine manager, it is impossible to
differentiate which accident
happened at which pit in the official
lists. It is known that some 60 men
were killed at ‘Madeley Wood’ Mine
during Halesfield’s main period of
activity, 1850 to 1912, and of these 16

Shaft 7005/5

Doors

Underground
fan drift

Discharge
B

A

Concrete
Cap

Present EntranceFan-House
(ruins)

To  A442

To Existing

Site Offices

N

Engine
House

Foundations

Cabin
(ruins)

Shaft 7005/3

Halesfield Colliery

Old Halesfield Colliery
(Tom Rowe Pits)

Shaft
Filling

Shaft
Filled

Section AB Scale 1:60

Wooden Baulk 0.45 x 0.45

0.45m thick concrete cap
0.15m thick brick and concrete
0.13m pipe

Roof of drift 0.25 x 0.20 R.S.J.
0.45m apart. Broken timber
shuttering beneath.

Key Plan

Scale 1 : 500

Surface Arrangements at Halesfield Mine,
during Gas Incident, 1972,
Surveyed by I.J.Brown May 1972
NGR: SJ704 051 Dimensions in metres

died in the Kemberton and Leasow
disasters. It is likely therefore that
about 15 of the remaining 44 deaths
occurred at Halesfield including 3
men in the disaster of 1888. The
wooded mounds remain today as
their only memorial.

Thanks
The writer would like to thank all the
old Madeley miners who assisted in
providing information for the above,
but particulalry Ray Rushton and
Jack Smart for reading and
commenting on the above paper
when in draft.

Ivor Brown
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The Halesfield Pits, Madeley, Shropshire
Trouble with the Tips, by Ivor Brown

Above: Halesfield Mine in 1964
Right: Fitting pyrometers into boreholes at Halesfield, 1973

Two problems encountered in the
early development of the Halesfield
area are shown in the following
pictures:
Boreholes were used in 1973 to
ascertain temperatures at various
depths within the more recent spoil
heaps at Kemberton Mine
(Halesfield) and to obtain samples for
determining areas likely to burn,
areas actually burning and areas
which were burnt out. Thirteen shell
and auger holes were spread over 73
hectares of spoil deposits in
positions where heating was
considered possible and up to
depths of 30m.

High temperature pyrometers
(thermocouples) were lowered down
the holes during the drilling process
at 2m vertical intervals. The
‘detector’ was held in place for about
20 minutes and readings taken of
maximum temperature reached. In two
holes temperatures up to 80oC were
attained and fumes were emitted from
the mouth so that actual burning
could be anticipated. On completion
each hole was carefully back-filled
with sand and clay and capped with
grout. Temperatures up to 540oC
have been found elsewhere.

At Halesfield Mine spoilheaps,
Tweedale, tipping of waste from the
crest of the old tip caused both
rotational slipping and slumping. The
toe of the slump (which was on the
bank of the disused canal) rose and a
heave caused existing surface
deposits and trees to topple, walls to
collapse and paths and tracks to be
lifted.

top of slope

1

2
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cli

ned
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Tweedale

’Three Furnaces’
P.H.
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Shafts
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Madeley Court
Ironworks

Sketch Plan of 1970’s Slip
of the Halesfield Tip,
By Ivor Brown

Not to Scale

bottom of slope

Main Railway
Tramway

Key

Right: ‘Wave’ of trees and spoil
moving towards the rear of the Three
Furnces Inn.

Right (lower): ‘Tippers’ caught in the
act tipping on to the top of the
Halesfield pit mound.

Pictures: from Ivor Brown’s collection.

A message was received one morning
that a great wave of trees and earth
was approaching the Three Furnaces
Pub and the ‘tippers’ were caught in
the act (see lower right photograph).

This was almost a precise repetition
of the circumstances that caused the
Aberfan Disaster - tipping on top of a
heap, a perched water table, and an
old canal at the foot.
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News Round-Up 3

Japan’s
Last Coal Mine Closes

Japan’s last coal mine shut down on
the 30th January 2002, putting 1,000
miners out of work and marking the
end of an industry that literally
helped fuel the country’s miraculous
post-Second World War recovery.

After 82 years of operations, the
Taiheiyo Coal Mine Company closed
its facility near the city of Kushiro on
the northern island of Hokkaido
because of high production costs
and cheap imports.

Many of the miners will be hard-
pressed to find new work because of
Japan’s long-term economic
doldrums.

At their peak in 1940, Japanese mines
produced 56 million tons of coal, and
employed more than 450,000 people.

Shropshire Star,
Wednesday 30th January, 2002

Submitted by Steve Rodenhurst

Notebook Appeal
Wolverhampton City Archives are
attempting to raise funds to buy a
manuscript notebook written by
Bilston man Edward Short between
1713 and 1717. It refers to the
workings of a Newcomen Engine at
Bilston during this period. One of the
first Newcomen engines was sited at
Coneygree Coal Pit, Tipton in 1712.
However this manuscript provides
evidence that a similar engine was
installed at Bilston.

The notebook has been valued at
£20,000 (and includes a signature
from Thomas Newcomen), although
the City has managed to negotiate a
discount to bring the price down to
£12,500.

If you would like to give a donation,
then contact:

Peter Evans, City Archivist,
Wolverhampton Archives and Local
Studies, 42-50 Snow Hill,
Wolverhampton, WV2 4AG

Britain’s Oldest Coal
Mine Closes

Britain’s oldest working coal mine is
to close with the loss of hundreds of
jobs because further investment
cannot be justified. Mining
operations at the  Prince of Wales
colliery in Pontefract, West Yorkshire
will be phased out over the next eight
months.

Mine workers will be offered
alternative jobs at other collieries or
redundancy payments of up to
£27,000.

Owners, UK Coal, told Unions on
Thursday, 31st January, 2002 that
further investment could not be
justified because of adverse
geological conditions in the “limited”
remaining reserves.

The pit, which dates back to 1860,
will cease production in September.
An in-depth review had shown that
the pit would make “substantial
losses” for the foreseeable future
because of difficult mining
conditions.

Shropshire Star,
Thursday 31st January, 2002

Submitted by Steve Rodenhurst

Tiny Fossil has guts
20 Million year old fossilised termites
preserved inside Dominican amber
have been found to be so well
preserved that even the microbes
inside their guts are recognisable.

The insects belong to the genus
Mastotermes, a once-common group
of large tropical termites, thought to
be the ancestors of today’s termites.

Scientists at the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst have
studied samples from fossils trapped
in amber. They found tiny wood
fragments,as well as intact spiral-
shaped and round bacteria thta
would have helped the termites
digest the wood.

Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, Vol.99, p1410

Fatal Coal Mining Accident, Mexico
The bodies of three Mexican miners
were recovered and 10 were missing,
presumed dead, after an accident
flooded a small coal mine in northern
Mexico, trapping the miners 200 feet
below ground.

Four divers and about 150 other
rescue workers battled against water
and collapsed tunnels in an attempt
to recover the bodies from La
Espuelita Coal Mine in Barroteran,
about 90 miles southwest of the
Texas border city of Eagle Pass.

The accident occurred on
Wednesday, 23rd January, 2002. The
mine is a privately owned operation
known as a “pocito”, where thin
seams of coal are mined using
methods of work that generally
violate Mexican safety standards.

The mine has only one vertical shaft
which is used for access and coal

drawing. Mines with single vertical
shafts are illegal in most countries,
including Mexico, because they offer
no escape route if the shaft becomes
blocked.

The Authorities have not determined
the cause of the accident, but
rescuers and mine veterans said the
coal workers probably broke through
to an adjacent abandoned flooded
tunnel.

This accident is the second in the
Coahuila coal-mining region in four
months. In September, a dozen
miners died when a mine exploded in
the village of Santa Mara, about 30
miles north of La Espuelita.

Submitted by Roger Gosling
to NAMHO Newsletter, No 42

Winter 2001
(originally from the San Antonio

Express-News)
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Bat Counting at Highfield Shaft, Derbyshire
Saturday 23rd February

Mike Worsfold organised a group of
Club members to travel to Derbyshire
to help the Staffordshire Bat group
with a bat count at Highfield Shaft.

The day dawned bright and sunny in
Shropshire, however, by the time Ilam
was reached the Peaks were
distinctly ‘white’! On the top around
Highfield shaft, it was blizzard
conditions, at times almost white-out,
with the wind creating deep drifts in
the gateways. The wind was so
strong it was almost impossible to
stand by the shaft cap, and it would
have involved a ‘dig’ to find the
bolts holding the cap in place.

We found the van of the
Staffordshire bat group, but no sign
of them (it was assumed they were
further down the hill in the adits).

In view of the conditions, it was
considered unsafe to remove the cap
and attempt the descent - the main
concern was for anyone left on the
surface!

Left: Only the slit in the middle of the
shaft cap on the 250 foot deep
Highfield shaft was visible.

Below: Mike Worsfold inspecting
one of the other Highfield Mine shaft
caps in the blizzard conditions.

Pictures: Kelvin Lake/I.A.Recordings

Luckily we
managed to
contact Steve
Holding (who
had gone to
Caving Supplies
for new rope)
and Ian Cooper
and stop them
before they got
to Ilam. After a
leisurely lunch
in Thorpe, Mike
and Eileen went
off to Stafford
Antiques Fair, while I had some fun
driving over to Buxton. Kelvin Lake

Resolution Steam Engine, Coalbrookdale
Last year, the Friends of the
Ironbridge Gorge, had a talk from the
Museum’s Head Archaeologist
about the Culverts of Coalbrookdale.
During the talk he showed an OHP of
the Resolution Engine, built in 1781
by the Coalbrookdale Company to
pump water back up to the furnace
pools at the top of Coalbrookdale.

The engine was reputed to be a
Newcomen type engine, but very
little is known about it, or exactly
where it was situated.

Although the OHP was quite poor
quality, there appeared to be a
winding spool at the rear of the
engine house.

It was hard to tell from the drawing
on the night, however I have
managed to track down a clearer
version of the picture, which
apparently was painted when the
engine was being removed or
demolished.

Looking closely at the image, it
seems as if the engine had already
been taken out of the building, when
the painting was made.

Has anyone got any ideas about
what the ‘spool’ at the rear might be
used for?

If they were demolishing the engine
house, could it be for hauling the
pump rods out of the shaft?

Any suggestions or ideas can be
sent to the Editor.

Kelvin
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The Copper Coast GeoPark, Ireland
Official Launch & First Tours

On Saturday 16th February, the
Copper Coast Geopark was officially
launched, following an EGM of the
Mining Heritage Society of Ireland at
Stradbally GAA Centre, County
Waterford. The MHSI meeting was
attended by 4 club members (Peter
Eggleston, Edwin Thorpe, John
Davies and Mike Moore. Sue Blattner
and myself only going along for the
IA and geology). After the MHSI
meeting and lectures, they held a
dinner before preparing for the
evening reception. The reception was
for the inhabitants of the 6 local
communities, who were regaled with
speeches from a government Finance
Minister, plus Waterford County
Manager, the Director of the
Geological Society of Ireland and
others. It also included the first
public performance by “Connie
Copper” - recounting the mining
history of Bunmahon.

The road along the south coast of
Ireland, between Tranmore and
Stradbally (just west of Waterford),
has been designated ‘The Copper
Coast’, by the local Communities
involved (Stradbally, Bunmahon,
Boatstrand, Dunhill, Annestown &
Fenor), to help promote tourism. It
includes the geological features
along the cliffs and beaches, plus the
recently created Geological park at
Bunmahon (they have also made a
Mining Heritage Centre, but it
was not open for the launch).
The ‘centre piece’ of the
Copper Coast is Tankardstown
Mine site - they have big plans

for reopening the shaft, and
developing the pumping engine
house into a Heritage centre.

In addition, working with the
Geological Society of Ireland, they
have managed to obtain European
Geopark status for the area. This
covers the area eastwards from
Stradbally Cove, to Fenor Bog near
Tranmore.

What is a Geopark?
A European Geopark is a territory,
which includes a particular geological
heritage and sustainable territorial
development strategy supported by a
European program to promote

development. It must have clearly
defined boundaries and sufficient
surface area for true territorial
economic development. A European
Geopark must comprise a certain
number of geological sites of
particular importance in terms of their
scientific quality, rarity, aesthetic
appeal and educational value.

There are 10  European Geoparks at
the moment:

Réserve Géologique de Haute-
Provence (France)

Petrified Forest, Lesvos (Greece)
Maestrazgo Cultural Park (Spain)
Vulkaneifel European Geopark

(Germany)
Astroblème Rochechouart-

Chassenon (France)
Marble Arch and Cuilcagh Mountain

Park (Northern Ireland)
Naturpark Nördlicher Teutoburger

Wald und Wiehengebirge
(Germany)

Parque natural, Cabo de Gata-Níjar
(Spain)

Psiloritis, Krete Natural History
Museum (Greece)

Copper Coast Tourism (Ireland)

First Tours
On Sunday 17th February Des
Cowman lead the first tours of the
Copper Coast Geopark.

Above: Rock in the geology park,
Bunmahon, in the shape of the
European Geopark symbol

Right: The Tankardstown
Engine houses, on the cliffs
above Bunmahon.

On the right is the winding
engine house (seen from the
rear), in the center is the east-
side of the pumping engine
house (the boiler house was
between this side of the
building and the camera).

On the left is the boiler house
chimney, the building
immediately behind this may
have been the Miners dry.
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In the morning the tour started at
Bunmahon Geology park and
travelled up to Tankardstown engine
house, with Des providing a
commentary at each site.

At 12.30, the party went to Stradbally
Cove for the unveiling (by a TV
personality) of the plaque beside the
beach Lime Kiln (this is built from
rocks off the beach - green andesite
for the walls and grey slate for the
arches). Following yet more speeches
and another performance by ‘Connie
Copper’, everyone was invited to the
pub at Dunhill (at the other end of
the Geopark) for soup and
sandwiches.

The tours concluded in the afternoon
with visits to Boatstrand (a view
point on the headland above the
harbour), the beach at Annestown
(with a castellated lime kiln and
pebble beach), and Fenor Bog.

Following the Tour
The area is well worth a visit -
particularly if you are interested in
geology, but its worth obtaining
copies of the guides and leaflets to
the Copper Coast to be able to locate
the interesting geological sites (you
will also need a good map, those in
the guides are not much good!)

Books
During the weekend 2 books were
also launched (although neither was
actually ready at the time).

The main book (available from the
end of March, price 20 Euro.) is “The
Mines and Miners of the Copper
Coast” by Des Cowman.

The other book, by Ike Wilson is an
A5 booklet, of an underground tour
in Tankardstown. The booklet is
virtually all photographs, which are
very colourful and reminiscent of
views of Coniston Copper mine. The
underground trip is accessible via an
adit in the cliff, below the
Tankardstown engine house.

Kelvin Lake

The Copper Coast GeoPark, Ireland
Official Launch & First Tours, continued ..

Left: ‘Connie Copper’ giving his performance
in front of the Lime Kiln at Stradbally Cove, on
Sunday 17th February.

Below: Irish TV Personality, unveiling the
Copper Coast-Geopark commemorative
plaque in front of the Lime Kiln at Stradbally
Cove, on Sunday 17th February.

Below: A ‘photo opportunity’ for local community leaders and others
involved in setting up the Copper Coast - Geopark project, Stradbally Cove,
Sunday 17th February.

Des Cowman
(holding a rose presented to him by SCMC members)
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The Copper Coast GeoPark, Ireland
Official Launch & First Tours, continued ..

Some of the Geological sites around Stradbally and Bunmahon

Right: A conical shaped sea stack at the entrance to Ballydwane Cove.
Lower part pebbly sandstones (360,000,000 years old), formed by a desert
river. The upper section is 290,000,000 years younger, overlaid by 10,000
year old Ice Age deposits.

Below: Vertically layered sandstones in the cliffs of Ballydwane cove. They
were up-ended during a continental collision 290,000,000 years ago.

Left: Contact zone between red
sandstones and green andesite (in
the middle of the picture), defined not
by a fault, but the surface of the
ancient desert itself.

Below: Narrow sea stack at the east
end of Ballydwane cove, with a
reputed ventilation shaft (constructed
1740-60) for an undersea lead and
silver mine. The shaft is about 1m
wide and about 3 to 4m up the stack.

Left: Andesite
explosion zone
created by a
magma
intrusion into
mudstones.

Pictures: All
photographs for
this article by
Kelvin Lake-
I.A.Recordings



22 “Below” 2002.1

Puzzle 5
 Name the Club member AND the location:

A B C

D E F

Puzzle pictures by: Peter Eggleston, Mike
Worsfold, Alan Robinson, Kelvin Lake

Christmas Puzzles
2001 - Answers

Puzzle 1
The words in the word square
were:

Anchor
Belay
Bluewater
Bolt
Compass
Descender
Fibron
Fleece
Guiness
Hammer
Harness
Helmet
Jammer

Puzzle 3
The 3 possible destinations for the old club member were:

B L U E W A T E R E S P I T C
O B - - O - - - O - P M - P I
L J E S L - T - H F E A - E T
T A - L R - R N C I L L T T A
- M - E A - O - N B E E - Z T
- M - E M Y L - A R O - E L S
- E T P L - L - - O T - - C R
O R E I - - - - - N E - - - E
V - M N G A B E L K C A T - P
E - L G S S E N R A H - - - U
R - E B - - - G U I N N E S S
S - H A M M E R - - I - - - -
U - - G S S A P M O C - - - -
I - - - R E D N E C S E D - -
T I U S T E W - - - - - - - X

Tankerville (his final destination) Jane Pit, Cumbria
Kemberton Colliery Engine
House, Telford

A: Tom West, Winch
Banksman at Chapel
Shaft.
B: Mike Moore on the
‘Loo’ at Holme Bank
Chert Mine.
C: Steve Holding,
digging at Ritton
Castle

D: Eileen Bowen,
entrance crawl to
Crawstone Mine
E: Ben Shaw
descending Rock Mine
shaft
F: Vicky Robinson,
watching VARA TV
kitting up at Snailbeach

Lamp
Lyon
Marlow
Oversuit
Petzl
Sleepingbag
Speleotechnics
Spit
Superstatic
Tacklebag
Tape
Troll
Wetsuit
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Puzzle 4 - a tricky one to clear the head
During recent explorations of an old metal mine, in one of the lower levels, the top of a wide
stope was encountered. Across the stope were 3 bridges. Locals had mentioned the bridges,
and also said that signs had been left to indicate which bridge to use. Unfortunately the
signs had been put into code.

Your mission ... decode the signs and decide which bridge to take - choose wrongly and you
will not get across (even with a life-line):

. .. ... .

... . . .. .. .. .

. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. .

Bridge 1:

Bridge 2:

Bridge 3:

The bridge to take is:

Christmas Puzzles 2001
Answers - continued ..

ABC  DEF  GHI

JKL  MNO  PQR

STU  VWX  YZ

Clue for 4

  D       E     A      D      L       Y        D      A      N     G      E     R

  S     A      F      E            A      N     D             S      E     C       U       R      E

  V      E      R      Y              U      N     R      E       L       I     A     B     L      E

Bridge 2

If you are unsure how this works, look at the answers, then look at the clue
grid to see how the letters of the alphabet are ‘mapped’ onto the shapes.

Kelvin

More Collapses
former coal mines could be leading to
the collapse of the ground above
them - creating the holes.

Research so far has shown that they
occur in areas where limestone and
dolomite exist on top of the sand
dunes which were laid down millions
of years ago and where the sand
dunes are more than 15 metres thick
and also that the holes form on lines
close to known geological faults.

The research is being carried out by
Janet Atkinson who is drawing up a
‘hazard map’ to point out which areas
are potentially at greater risk of
suffering from holes.”

The British Geological Survey do
have a monitoring scheme in place
(although this was curtailed by the
Foot and mouth problem).

Following the item in the last issue of
‘Below’, news of collapses in other
parts of the country have appeared in
various newspapers.

The ‘Sunderland Echo’ for Tuesday
12th February reported:

“A number of mysterious holes and
cracks have appeared at various
places in the are of Tyne & Wear and
Co. Durham of North-East England.
The area is from Cleadon in the north
to Cassop in the south.

Research by a final-year engineering
geology student at University of
Sunderland has identified a feature
common to all of the incidents -
underlying geology and coal mining
history.

The possibility is that rising water in

The department in Durham also have
plans to look at the physics of the
rock failure problem.

The fissures have opened in the last
few years and are thought to be the
consequence of two processes,
either:

* differential subsidence in the
underlying coal measures
(mining)

* reactivation of faults caused by
allowing the water table in the
coalfield to rebound.  This is as a
consequence of strategic
switching off of pumping
operations to save money now
the deep mines are defunct.

Submitted by
Alan Vickers
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This International Cave Rescue
Congress is to be held in South
Wales, from July 21 to July 27 2003,
under the joint auspices of the
BCRA and  The South Wales Cave
Rescue Organisation and organised
by the West Brecon Cave Rescue
Team.

The event will be held at the South
Wales Caving Club, Penwyllt,
Abercave, Swansea, South Wales.

The Director is Brian Jopling (‘Jopo’)
jopo@freenetname.co.uk

Secretary Gary Evans
GaryEvs@compuserve.com

The Objectives of ResCon03 are:
* To bring together cave rescue

teams and individuals interested
in all aspects of cave rescue for a
one week practical symposium.

Aims:
To promote the exchange of
techniques and equipment between
cave rescuers from many different
caving areas and to build upon the
valuable experiences of RESCON92
and The First European Cave Rescue
Congress, Germany 1999.
Delegates will be expected to partake
in underground workshops and be
encouraged to demonstrate their own
techniques and equipment. Some
techniques and equipment will be
more easily demonstrated on the
surface and full facilities will be
provided.

Costs will be kept to a minimum and
grant aid will be sought from national
bodies.

Pre and Post congress sport caving
camps will be organised in all major
UK caving areas so delegates can
combine a caving holiday with
RESCON03.

If you are interested in this event and
would like to be added to the circular
list please email Jopo your address.

ResCon 03 -
International Cave
Rescue Congress

NAMHO 2002
Aberystwyth, 5-8 July 2002.
The application of water power in
mining. A weekend conference with
supporting programme of field and
underground events.

The latest details of the conference
can be found on the NAMHO web
site (follow the NAMHO 2002 link):

www.namho.org

AMHA Conference, OZ
The Australian Mining History
Association conference will be held
in Brisbane, 3-7 July 2002, in
conjunction with the Australian
History Association. More details at:

www.gu.edu.au/conference/aha2002

Help, Events & For Sale
Notices

I.A. Day School
On Saturday November 2nd, the
Council for British Archaeology
West Midlands, are holding an
Autumn Day School entitled “The
Industrial Archaeology of the West
Midlands”.

Venue (to be confirmed); Arts
Building, Birmingham University.

Details of the time, programme and
booking arrangements are obtainable
from:

Mike Stokes,
Shrewsbury Museum, Barker St.,
Shrewsbury, SY1 1QH

Email:
Mikestokes@shrewsbury-

atcham.gov.uk

King Edward Mine Opens to the Public
includes the mill complex, has been
sub-leased from CSM. The tin
dressing plant, with its original
Californian stamps, has been
reconstructed to working order and
there is a small museum/shop etc..
Underground access is currently not
available.

The site is ‘brown signed’ from
Camborne. The opening of the site to
the public is the culmination of
almost 15 years of work by a small
volunteer group.

A few hundred yards up the hill from
King Edward Mine is Great
Condurrow, this is still used by CSM,
though to a lesser extent than in the
past.  It is hoped to run quality
underground visits there some time in
the future.

King Edward Mine, which is just
outside Camborne, Cornwall will be
open to the public this year.

Opening Dates:
Easter Week - March 29th - April 4th
Bank Holiday - May 3rd - May 9th
Spring Hol.     - May 26th - May 31st
                        -1st June - 30th Sept.
Days: Sunday to Friday
Closed Saturdays

Times: 10.30 to 17.00
(Other times by arrangement)

King Edward is the surface mine
facility that was constructed by
Cambourne School of Mines
around 1900.  It is now the oldest
most complete mine site in Cornwall
and is Listed Grade II*. Part of the
site, which has been redundant to
CSM's needs since 1974 and which

Deepest Mine in USA
The deepest mine in the USA is likely
to become a physics laboratory.
Homestake Gold Mine at Lead, South
Dakota, is one of the country’s
oldest mines and will shortly be
closed. It is now over 2,200m deep
and the cost of conversion to a
physics laboratory is likely to cost

$280m. Part of the mine is already
being used as a laboratory and it is
intended to convert another part into
an underground visitor centre to
promote local tourism and ease the
unemployment situation.

World Tunnelling Dec. 2001
NAMHO Newsletter, No.42
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e-mail: info@iarecordings.org or visit their web site at:
www.iarecordings.org

Mining Videos

A Tour of Clive Copper
Mine, £14.95
A comprehensive guided tour of
Clive, with Edwin Thorpe acting the
‘experienced’ expert and Kelvin Lake
the ‘novice’. The tour covers both
the upper and lower levels, plus the
Northern stope (the access to which
has completely changed).
Clive Rescue Practice, £9.95
An action packed ‘head banging’
record of a Club rescue practice,
featuring the ‘infamous’ maypole
winze traverse!
Snailbeach, £14.95
The rise and fall of Snailbeach, once
renowned as the “richest per acre of
ground in Europe”, is traced in this
production through the use of
historic photographs, animated plans
and sections, and unique
underground video footage.
Glengowla, £6.95
A tour around this amazing mineral
rich lead mine in Ireland, complete
with commentary and diagrams.

[12 mins.]

Collections from the Archives
The following tapes contain almost
all the footage recorded at the given
mine, and are intended as a resource
base, not a finished production:

C.15:Dudley Tunnel ’88 to ’89,£14.10
C.18:Donisthorpe Colliery, £11.75
C.20a:Snailbeach - Final Frontier, £9.87
C.23: Bagworth Colliery, £11.75
C.28: Morse’s Level, £9.87
C.29: SCMC in Cornwall, £16.45
C.32: SCMC in Ireland, £14.10
C.37: Dudley Tunnel - Wrens Nest

East Mine, a rare trip into the
workings during stabilisation
works.£9.87

C.41: Hem Heath Winders, £9.87
C.42 The SCMC at Onslow Park - a

record of the 1998 Club and Trust
display. £ 9.87

C.44 Nenthead Lead Mines - surface,
plus Smallcleugh, Rampgill Horse,
Capleclough Levels & Carrs
Level, £9.87

C.45 Twelve Mines of Ireland - made
for the first AGM of the MHSI it
contains excerts of C.32 with
added commentary. £11.75

C.46 Astley Green Colliery - shot
during the 1999 engine rally at the
Museum site (including views of
the huge winding engine) £9.87

C.48 Draglines - features the moving
of “Oddball” at St.Aidans
Opencast site, plus bigger
draglines at work in the North
East of England. £14.10

C.49 Annesley-Bentinck Colliery -
tour of surface, washery & rail
loading bunker. £9.87

For more details about videos contact:
I.A.Recordings, PO Box 476, Telford, TF8 7RH

Books, Videos and Events

all available from the Club at a discount,
 see Alan Robinson

The Nent Force Level
& Brewery Shaft

by Peter Wilkinson, 105pp B5 pb.
The author is well known within
Mining History circles and this is one
of the best known mining ventures in
the UK.  The Nenthead mines are
some of the most visited and yet not
a great deal has been written about
them in recent years about the
history of the mines.

The book includes three walks
around the area supplemented by
sketch maps, plans and colour
photos. Albeit these are clustered
together in a separate section to
reduce printing costs. The walks
include mining features and the
general explanations are clear and
concise.

I am pleased to see an easy to
understand explanation of the
operation of Brewery Shaft which
was used by various means of
hydraulics and water power to not
only generate electricity but also
compressed air. Water was fed from
the dam to the top of a 70ft tower
above the shaft and then dropped
400ft pulling air with it and then the
water was pushed 250ft back up to
Rampgill level and allowed to drop
down again to power Pelton wheels.

Peter explains in brief detail the very
complex history of the area and
cleverly uses extracts from historical
documents and extracts by the likes
of Sopwith and Westgarth Forster to
explain and understand events and
developments at the Mines.

There are only 2 pages on the
Geology of the area which provides
an overview but is very brief.

In all this is very good book, it acts
as a signpost to further reading and
more serious tomes, it is aimed at the
historian and casual visitor alike and
is a worthy addition to your
bookshelf.

Price: £9.95
Mike Moore

Available at Club Meetings

West Shropshire Mining Fields
By Ivor Brown, (Tempus).
This is intended as a companion
volume to the “East Shrophire
Coalfields” (published in 1999), but
covering the lead and zinc mines of
the Stiperstones area, the barytes
mines, the coalfields of Shrewsbury
and Oswestry and miscellaneous
copper, peat and stone workings.
They have changed the design of the
cover slightly from previous
publications, otherwise it is the now

familiar mix with about 200 archival
photographs and drawings with
extended captions and descriptions.

Copies are available from most book
shops, or Mike Moore at Club
Meetings (who may do a ‘deal’!).
ISBN: 0 7524 2363 0 Price: £10.99
Signed copies of both volumes are
available from Ivor Brown (95,
Manygates Lane, Sandal, Wakefield,
WF2 7DL)
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Diary Dates 2002Club Officers

27th Apr. -1st May: Alcadi 2002: 6th
Internaitonal Symposium on the
History of Speleology, Goriza, Italy.

5th May: Columns Open Day, Ogof
Ffynnon Ddu.

2nd June: Columns Open Day, OFD

5th - 8th July: Application of Water
Power in Mining, University of
Wales, Aberystwyth. Hosted by
Welsh Mines Society and NAMHO.

10th July - 10th Aug: World Caves
Expo, Samcheok, Korea.

21st Sept: Speleoart Exhibition,
Dudley Art Gallery and Museum

Oct: Hidden Earth 2002, National
Caving Conference, Forest of Dean.

26th Oct: MRO Rescue Practice,
Longwood/August System.

2nd Nov: Council for British
Archaeology West Midlands,
Autumn Day School entitled “The
Industrial Archaeology of the West
Midlands”, Birmingham University

2003
21st-27th July: International Cave
Rescue Congress is to be held at
Penwyllt, Abercave, South Wales.

The secret of self-rescue - improvisation

Yup, I think it
will work !!

Its amazing what you find underground!

Well improvise
 then.

Oh NO, I’ve left my jammers on the surface!

LEAVE it ! There’s a good dog, its time to go ...

rivet

croak

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Librarian: Alan Robinson

NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding

Conservation Office:
John Martin

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Rescue Officer:
Neal Rushton

‘Below’ Editor: Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: Alan Taylor

Chair: Steve Holding

Vice Chair & Assistant
Secretary: Eileen Bowen

Secretary: Mike Davies
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Bob Taylor

Tackle Officer: Andy Harris

Training Officer: Ian Davies


