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Additions to the Library
A number of publications have been
added to the club library since the last
issue of ‘Below’ these include:

North Wales C.C.Newsletter:
No. 253, November 1998; No. 254,
December 1998; NWCC Belgium 1998
(actually says 1988 on the cover!);
No. 255, January 1999; No. 256, February
1999;

Mining Heritage Society of Ireland:
Newsletter No.9, December 1998

Norfolk Mineral & Lapidary Society:
Stone Chat Volume 19, No. 2 Winter
1998

Journal of the Great Orme Exploration
Society, Issue No. 2 1998.

Caves & Caving (Bulletin of the BCRA)
issue 82, Winter ’98; Issue 83, Spring
’99

Cave & Karst Science (Transactions
of the BCRA, Vol.25 No.2, August 1998

Subterranea Britannica, Secretary’s
Newsletter Np. 20, 1998.

Quarterly Journal of the Shropshire Caving & Mining Club Spring Issue No: 99.1

Apologies
Apologies to Dave Coxhill for not
crediting him as the author of the
“Minerals of Survival” article on pages
20-21 of the 98.4 issue of ‘Below’.

Millennium Bug
You may have heard of the Millennium
Bug that is due to wipe out civilisation
at the end of this year. The bug is linked
to the use of the last two digits of the
year in a computer program i.e.: 99
instead of 1999.

This may affect some computers when
the date changes from 1999 to 2000 - or
99 to 00. You may have noticed that the
current numbering scheme used for
‘Below’ is going to suffer the same fate
- hopefully this won’t cause the
Christmas issue later this year to
spontaneously combust or explode, but
it might cause some confusion if the
number for next years spring issue is
00.1 So the question is do members
mind if the numbering of ‘Below’ jumps
to 2000.1 next year?

OR
should it stay with just the last two year
digits?

Any suggestions...
Kelvin

The End of Tommy
Tommy the donkey, who was a
permanent feature at the Stiperstones
Inn has sadly had to be put down after
he developed a liver problem over the
new year. The 38- year-old donkey was
buried in a field behind the pub. He will
be missed by all the regulars at the
Stiperstones.

Bats
During the past month or so, Mike
Worsfold and others in the bat group
have been visiting various sites for the
annual bat count.

Burgham, Potters Pit and Rorrington
have similar numbers to last year, while
at Radley 31 bats were noted, 50 at
Snailbeach and 13 at Huglith.

Recent Trips
Club members have made a number of
trips recently, these include: Cwm
Bywyinio, Snailbeach, Cwmystwyth,
St.Aidan’s opencast - to see the dragline
walk (see pages 20-21), British Sugar
Beet Factory tour (page 3), and Leigh
Level which has been pushed to the
bad air zone again.

Conservation
Work continues around Snailbeach -
remember any work Club Members do
there can be counted towards ‘work in
kind’ for funding purposes.

Recent work  has involved clearing
more of the railway track, repairing the
skylight in the Blacksmiths Shop, and
installing a frog trap on Georges shaft.

I.A.Recordings
Those members with internet access
might like to know that the
I.A.Recordings web site has moved
and the new ‘address’ is:

www.iarecordings.org

As there is now much more space on the
new site, a comprehensive list of other
web sites  with an industrial
archaeology content is being compiled.

So if you have a web site that has any
sort of industrial history or industrial
archaeology ‘slant’ (ie: mining!) you
are invited to send your details to:

weblinks@iarecordings.org

for inclusion on their links page.
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News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown

Geological Section
Copies of Murchison’s ‘Geological
Section through the Stiperstones to
Clee Hill’ first published in 1834 are now
available from Ludlow Museum, Castle
Street, Ludlow.

Blockleys, Hadley
After 3 years of ‘difficulties’ Blockleys,
the quarry and brickmaking company at
Hadley, Telford, is now the subject of
hostile bids from other building supplies
companies. In December 1998 the Daily
Telegraph reported that Blockleys 800
shareholders had to decide whether to
accept a £13 million offer from NBM
(National Buildings Materials Plc) for
their shares.

Trail Trial?
Some concern has been caused to local
residents by the appearance of the
words ‘Quarry Trial’ on the updated OS
1:50 000 Landranger sheet covering the
Shrewsbury area near their homes.
Ordnance Survey have apologised
stating that it should read ‘Quarry Trail’.

Madeley Rescue Team
A photograph of “Madeley Wood Co.
Rescue Party, team B, July 28 1914” - in
front of the “Madeley Wood Co’s
Rescue Station and Training Gallery”
(in fact the basement of the colliery
power house) appears in Ironbridge
Quarterly, Issue 4, 1998. Similar
photographs showing Team C (some
members repeated!) are known to exist,
but the writer has yet to see one of Team
A.

D.C.Davies Books
Baldwin’s Scientific Books (Tel: 01376
583502) have on sale two second-hand
copies of D.C.Davies books:
a) Treatise on Metalliferous Minerals

& Mining, 1892, price: £45
b) Treatise on Earthy & other Minerals

and Mining, price: £40

Also Aitchisons (Tel: 0117 9076899)
have on sale a copy of Robert Baughs
Map of Shropshire, 1808, showing
among other things the positions of
limeworks and mines, price: £700.

Ludlow, USA
Ludlow, namesake of a Shropshire town,
was a tented coal mining campsite during
the 1913-14 coal mining dispute in
Colorado, USA. The owners call in the
Colorado militia and on April 20th, 1914,
they set fire to the tent colony of mining
families. In a ‘cellar’ beneath one of the
tents hid two women and 11 children -
they all died of suffocation, The site is
now being archaeologically surveyed
as part of the Colorado Coalfield Project.

Snailbeach Incline
Member Andy Cuckson has just
published an excellent article with
photographs of gravity working on the
Snailbeach Railway lines until as recently
as 1955. Wagons went down by gravity
and when enough were at the bottom to
make a journey worthwhile, back up by
loco-haulage or tractor haulage. Down-
trips included single wagons for
shopping etc. (see N.G. & I.R.M.
Review)

Highley Anniversary
To mark 30 years since the closure of
Highley Colliery, a reunion of employees
was held at the Cape of Good Hope Inn,
Billingsley in January 29th.

New Postcards
Two ‘geology’ postcards by
Shropshire County Council, Ludlow
Museum, 47 Old Street, Ludlow, SY8
1NW, have just been released. Price
60p each (plus postage).

Card 1: A reproduction of two large
scale geological cross-sections
drawn by Sir Roderick Murchison
for a lecture he gave to Ludlow
Natural History Society in 1852. The
upper section is reproduced at 11”
x 1.25” and runs E-W from Wales
through the Stiperstones and
Ludlow Castle to Clee Hill. The lower
section (10” x 1.25”) runs N-S from
Bromfield through the Ludlow
anticline into Herefordshire.

Card 2: a vertical, coloured section
through what is believed to
represent Titterstone Clee Hill,
showing the strata, including
magmatic activity, as it was
understood in mid-Victorian times.

IJB Publications
Recent publications by I.J.Brown
include:

Early Mining Maps of the Ironbridge
Gorge, in Broseley Local History
Soc. Issue 20, 1998

Hills Lane Colliery, Madeley,
Shropshire, in Telford History &
Archaeological Society Journal
No.2 1998

Friends Talk
IJB will be giving an illustrated talk to
the Friends of the Ironbridge Gorge
Museum at the Coalbrookdale Museum
on Wednesday 14th April, 1999, at
7.30pm.

Subject:
 Mines  of   the  Madeley Wood

Company.

All interested are welcome.

Sick Miners to go
Despite protests from prominent
politicians and union leaders Rover
(BMW) has confirmed that it is to close
its car components plant at Bargoed,
South Wales. The factory was set-up
by Lord Morris 50 years ago to offer
employment to miners with
pneumoconiosis.

The plant makes light pressings for
Rover models like the Mini and is to be
closed by the end of April, with the 44
workers (several of whom are disabled
former miners) losing their jobs.

A certain amount of anger has been
created by BMW announcing the
decision on the same day that it said it
had applied to both the British and
Hungarian  Governments for  up-to
£200 million to build a new car plant.

Union representatives at the factory
said while they are annoyed about the
way the announcement was handled
they are likely to accept the
Mangements offer of up-to £30,000
each, with a low-mileage Rover 400
thrown in. In addition some employees
may be relocated to Cowley.
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Oswestry Coalfield Trip
Sunday 19th July 1998

Members present: Gordon Hillier
(leader), David Poyner, Ivor Brown.

The  trip began at New Trefonen
Colliery, the last mine to operate in the
Morda area (from 1880-91). The site is
dominated by substantial spoil tips,
but interestingly there are much
shallower outcrop workings adjacent
to the site.

The area is bisected by the “Gutter”, a
leat supplying water to the local mines
and other industrial and agricultural

enterprises.

Following lunch the remains of a water
wheel pit at Pen-y-Llan Colliery were
inspected before moving on to a well
preserved row of workers cottages at
Coed-y-go (Eunant Terrace) by the site
of the mid-Victorian New British Colliery.
Near here it was possible to see the
terminus of a short lived colliery railway
and isolated parts of its course can be
traced elsewhere.

Finally the site of Trefonen Old Colliery
was inspected, where Gordon is trying
to preserve the last remaining example
of a shaft still remaining in the district.

Not the best attended Club trip, due to
a clash with other events, but how
many other leaders start their trip with
coffee and biscuits in their own home
and then cook a meal for the participants
afterwards?

Many thanks Gordon!
David Poyner

Mystery Object from Harcourt Colliery
Harcourt Colliery (NGR: SO 702 821) is
one of the lesser known mines in the
Wyre Forest Coalfield, on its western
edge.

Although shallow mining took place in
the Eighteenth Century, the largest
operation was from about 1855 to 1880
when one Robert Jones employed
perhaps 20 or so men at a pit about 340’
deep.

Recently the owner of  the site has
shown me a number of artefacts  she has
dug up. Most of them seem to be more
associated with farming than mining,
but there was a broad fork which might
have been used for shovelling coal and
also a blacksmiths set.

Most intriguing was a heavy wrought
iron bracket about 3 feet long. This had
3 holes for bolts and was folded back at
one end to create a slight lip. At the
other end it was bent through about
30o, and had a large hole about 3” in
diameter that might have supported a
shaft or rod.

It could be nothing at all to do with
mining but it must have come off some
substantial machine or structure. Has
anyone any thoughts as to what it came
from?

My guess is that Harcourt could have
had a small steam winding engine, but
probably not much else.

David Poyner

Mystery object from Harcourt Colliery

Any suggestions?

approx. 3 feet (1 m)

Suger Beet Tour
15th January 1999

After an invitation at the January Club
Meeting, 11 members turned up the
following Friday  for a tour of the
Allscott Beet factory during its first
campaign of 1999.A campaign lasts
about 16 weeks and during this time the
factory works 24 hours a day, to process
some 3,500 tonnes of beet per day.

The daily output of white sugar  is
about 550 tonnes, depending on the
sugar content of the beet. Allscott also
produces Castor sugar (the ‘dust’ left
from the main refining process) and
molassed sugar beet  feed (a  high
energy animal feed).

During the tour is was interesting to see
the parallels between the sugar
production  process and ore processing.
Settling ponds were effectively large
circular buddles, and rag and blanket
frames (made by Eimco) were used for
filtering waste water to remove
limestone impurities. Limestone is
brought in from Caldon Low and crushed
on site for treating the feed water.

The beet is shredded, then soaked to
create a liquer, after several stages of
procesing it is moved into vats for
boiling. Despite the computerisation of
the whole process it still relies on
someone watching a video camera/
microscope in the vat to determine the
best time to ‘drop’ the contents into a
centrifuge to recover the crystals.

A very interesting tour, thanks to
everyone involved.

Kelvin
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Mining

Characters

The next issue of
‘ B e l o w ’
contains the last
of the present

series, by this
writer, of profiles of

mining characters of
Shropshire Mining.

In all 18 will have been
published, plus two
elsewhere, making 20 in all.

There have been many more characters
and the writer has heaps of ideas and
heaps of material, but it is time to move
on.

One or two other members have offered
items in areas of their interest, now is
the time to have a go. We look forward
to reading them.

If anyone has withdrawal symptoms a
similar  series has begun in the
newsletter of a certain northern mining
history society, but this lacks
illustrations, the skill of our own editor
and the attributes or otherwise of the
present writer!

Let us see what you can do for our next
issue.

Past Characters
Past subjects in the series have been:
Oldfield, Le Neve Foster, Jones, Randall,
Reynolds, Anstice, Davies, Prestwich,
Smythe, Brown, Hewitt, Latham,
Gibbons, Wynne, Cookson, plus 3
‘specials’ (one in next issue), Shropshire
Pit Mouse, 3 Highley Miners.

The two published elsewhere: Lloyd
(SCMC Journal, 1996), Brown
(Shropshire Magazine November 1991).

Ivor Brown

Tunnellers & Shropshire
Miners in the Great War.
A recent documentary on Channel 4
dealt with the role of the tunnelling
companies of the Royal Engineers in
the First World War. These dug beneath
the enemy lines to try and blow them
up; a time-honoured method of warfare
which did give some spectacular if
limited results on the Western Front.

Recent research in Highley by Robert
Lucas, a local historian has shown at
least one local miner was involved in
these operations. LCpl Ernest
Humphries, who was  killed in June 1918
was a member of 175 Tunnelling
Company,  RE.

He was born in Bewdley but the family
moved to Highley just before the War
and lived at Clee View (houses built for
the men of Billingsley Colliery).

A substantial number of Billingsley
miners did join the forces on the
outbreak of war, and Humphries was
probably one of these. With his mining
experience, work as a tunneller would
have been natural. How many other
Shropshire miners were involved in the
tunnelling companies?

David Poyner

Help Wanted

Laporte Wagons
In the last ‘Below’, 98.4 Alan Rhodes
had a piece on Laporte wagons on the
Minsterley branch and traffic levels on
the branch.

I wondered if  he happened to know
where the traffic originated, ie any from
Cothercott or J.B.Walker or of inward
traffic eg the loco or anything else for
Cothercott. I could do with talking to
him.

You can contact me via:
Ben Shaw, e-mail:

B.Shaw@Chemistry.salford.ac.uk

Thanks
Michael Shaw

88, Underdale Road,
Shrewsbury

Update On Ben Shaw
I am doing plenty of caving with a
combination of Salford uni CPC and
Red Rose CPC,  Pipikin in and out on
ladders yesterday, also many SRT trips
e.g.  Flood Entrance, Cow pot, Nick pot
and others. No evening digging any
more, I am having to make do with
indoor climbing!

I am currently running the SUCPC web
site, although the students union ‘pen
pushers’ are trying to stop me. I can not
remember the address at present.

I should mention that  substantial
collapses have taken place in Rhosydd
mine. You can find details of the collapse
and the through-trip on the internet at:

http://www.cowdery.demon.co.uk

Ben

Red Rose C & P Club
The Red Rose Cave & Pothole Club’s
new web site address is:

www.redrosecpc.demon.co.uk

The Ease Gill Caverns Hypertext Guide
is at:
www.redrosecpc.demon.co.uk/easegill

Andy Hall
andy@walton-le-dale.demon.co.uk
www.walton-le-dale.demon.co.uk

Haig Colliery - Update.
Things have been going really well
recently and the project is finally moving
ahead, with the contractor taking over
the site on January 4th. We have had a
minor with the discovery of - 800 square
meters of asbestos in the roof! It is
slowing us down a little at present but
we are fighting on to complete by May
or June of this year.

The contact numbers have changed
and are as follows :-

Haig Colliery Mining Museum,
Solway Road,
 Kells,
Bransty,
Whitehaven,
Cumbria, CA28 9BG

Tel : 01946 599949

Return of the Cave Page
Sherry Mayo’s Cave Page and the
Caving Links Page are back on-line,
after she had to move sites, they can be
found at:
http://www.cavepage.magna.com.au/

cave/cave.html
and
http://www.cavepage.magna.com.au/

cave/cavelink.html
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Open Cast-Out
On the 5th of March the High Court
threw out plans to mine 1.8 million
tonnes of coal in the Nottinghamshire
valley where D.H.Lawrence set his
novel “The Rainbow”.

The decision came after a surprise
statement to the court by John Prescott,
in his role as Secretary of State for the
Environment, Transport and the
Regions, overturning his departments
support for the opencast mine.

The department is to refund the £25,000
costs incurred by the two Labour
councils, Nottingham and Broxtowe,
which brought the case against
R.J.Budge. The department said that
Mr.Prescott would consider holding a
new planning inquiry or stopping the
scheme altogether.

Labour had a manifesto promise to
oppose opencast mining, and Labour
MPs in the county have exerted pressure
to see it fulfilled. English Partnerships,
a government quango, announced on
the same day that it had pulled out of
negotiations for an open cast mine in
Wingerworth, Derbyshire.

British Cave Paintings?

Old Engine House
A web site that is ‘home’ to the only
known surviving Riches and Watts
vertical steam engines, the site also
mentions a three barrel water pump and
an oil cake mill.

You can find the site at:

www.oldenginehouse.demon.co.uk

Dutch Limestone Site
A new addition to the site of the
Subterranean Limestone Quarries  in
Holland is the meter coordinates in the
Dutch grid system of all 250 entrances
to the various underground quarries
listed.

A Java script is also provided to
transform the coordinates into a LAT/
LONG WGS84 reading. You will find the
site at:

http://web.inter.nl.net/hcc/
Ed.Stevenhagen/groeven/index.html

News Round-Up 2

At  Cheddar Gorge this winter, the British
climate has been doing is best to help
solve the question of why Britain has
no cave paintings.

Dr. Larry Barham an  archaeologist from
Bristol University has been
investigating why there are no stone
age cave paintings in Britain, whereas
France has some incredible examples,
like those in the caves of Lascaux which
are over 15,000 years old. Caves
throughout Europe and as far north as
Normandy contain cave paintings.

At the time the French paintings were
made there was still a land bridge to
Britain which was crossed by hunter
gatherers, yet it is claimed that no
paintings or incised decorations have
ever been found in British caves.

Dr. Barham’s has several ideas about
why this is so:

It is accepted that cave paintings were
not art as we know it, but served some
function no longer required of painting.
It is possible that the paintings were
markers for the customs and territory  of
people living in some stress and at risk
of competition for scare resources. So
it could be that here in Britain on the
edge of Ice Age Europe, the population
was so thin that there was no
competition and so no need for cave
paintings. Or there might be a  more
simple solution - the weather washed
them away!

Last summer Dr. Barham made red,
yellow, grey and black pigments out of
iron oxides, minerals and charcoal
(identical to colours found in European
paintings) and painted test spots on
the walls of caves at Cheddar Gorge and
Wookey Hole. The spots were precisely
calibrated and any change in colour,
shape or size monitored.

Cheddar caves is known to have been
occupied over 12,000 years ago, and
the inhabitants were skilled enough to
make fine stone and bone tools, with
some incised decoration. In the 1980’s
a group of adult and child skeletons
were found under the entrance to

Cheddar caves. All  the bodies had
been neatly butchered.

Since making the spots, Barham has
returned every two weeks to monitor
the pigments. After four months he was
beginning to think his theory had failed
- there was no change.

But just before Christmas things
changed dramatically. A flash flood
after torrential rain filled one of the
caves to a depth of six feet. The black
and grey paint is now flaking and
crumbling. On several walls, where the
stone became saturated, even above
flood level colour has leached out of the
spots and crept up the wall. In some
cases this has produced a  ghost second
image higher up the wall.

By the end of this year he expects the
grey and black pigments will have
disappeared without trace, and that the
red and yellow will be starting to
crumble. He is hoping to raise funds to
extend the experiment to other British
caves, and to compare them with
Normandy caves where paintings do
survive.

Parys Mine
A web page dedicated to Parys mine is
now available at:
www.rhosybolbach.freeserve.co.uk

Shareshill Vintage Fair
Club members might be interested in
the Shareshill Vintage Fair, 1 mile off M6
Junction 11, and 1+ miles from M54
Juntion 1. They get a good range of
exhibitors including a number of small
working stationary gas and steam
engines.

This years fair is on the 19th June starting
at 1.00 p.m. If you want to find out more
visit their website:

http://www.shares.force9.co.uk
 or
email: vintage@shares.force9.co.uk

The fair committee is always interested
to see something different -what about
Mining exhibit?
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The Shropshire Mines Trust is a
charitable trust that was set up in March
1996. The  trustees are made up of
mining historians and other people with
an interest in the mining  remains around
Shropshire. There are also two trustees
representing Shropshire County
Council and South Shropshire District
Council.

The  main aims  of the trust are to
preserve and interpret the remains of
the Shropshire mining industry, by
either carrying out the work ourselves
or encouraging other bodies to do it.
Despite an awareness of our industrial
heritage, many of the present mining
remains are still under threat of
destruction.

The Trusts first major project has been
the preservation of Tankerville Mine.
Thanks to the Shropshire County
Council, South Shropshire District
Council and English heritage,
emergency work on Watson’s shaft
has now prevented the collapse of the
engine house. In addition, the

these artefacts have formed the centre
piece of  Club and Trust ‘stands’ at
shows like the Shrewsbury Steam Fair,
although a  permanent site has yet  to be
decided on  for  the bulk of  the
equipment.

Some equipment  has been acquired
with a view  to placing it on public
display to commemorate Shropshire
miners. In  recent months  Stuart Tomlins
has made several trips to Joy Mining,
Nottinghamshire to pick up donated
mine trucks and  hydraulic chocks. One
mine truck and a set of chocks has been
placed in  the Severn Valley Country
Park, Alverley as a memorial to the
miners of that area. Other items of
equipment are earmarked for other
mining areas.

If you are interested  in joining the
Trust, the membership fees are:
Full: £6.00, Family (for 2 persons): £8.00
{£2.50 per additional person}, Club
Affiliation: £15.00, Corporate: £40.00
{min. on cash or kind}, Life: £250.00.

Further details and an application form
can be obtained from:

Adrian Pearce, 72 Hopkins Heath,
Shawbirch, Telford,
Shropshire TF5 OLZ.

landowner  has generously donated
the mine site to the Trust so further
work can be carried out to preserve the
building.

During the past year the trust has been
liaising with the County Council and
District Councils with a view to
interpreting the overall mining industry
around the county. Work has been
taking place at Snailbeach, both on
preserving buildings and on creating
mining  trails. The Trust is also involved
in the Conservation Area Partnership
(CAP) scheme with the councils, to use
grant aid for preserving the engine
houses at Ladywell and Grit Mines, as
well as other mining  features in the area.

Sites for preservation have been
identified by members of the SCMC and
it is now up to the Trust to ensure that
they are preserved!

In addition to the preservation of
buildings and sites, the Trust has also
been actively acquiring a collection of
mining tools and artefacts. Some of

Stuart Tomlins and members of the
Shropshire Mines Trust collecting
chocks and mine trucks for various
displays around Shropshire.

Equipment kindly donated by Joy
Mining, Nottinghamshire.

Pictures taken from video material
recorded by: Peter Eggleston/
I.A.Recordings (1999)

Shropshire Mines Trust
Up-date
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Shawfield Colliery (SJ 698 037) lies about
500 yards northeast of Blists Hill Mine,
immediately alongside the same canal
and about 200 yards from the Coalport
Branch Railway. The colliery waste heap
was reached by means of a ‘skeleton’ or
‘donkey’ bridge over the canal and it
lay between the canal and the railway
line. The colliery did have direct access
to a tramway which passed it en-route
from Hills Lane Mine to Blists Hill. The
shaft tops are at about 350ft. aod.

There are several vague references to
workings at The Shaws from about 1800,
but no colliery is shown here on any
map before the Tithe Map of 1847. On
this a “Pit Mount, Shafts, Engine House
etc." notation is shown, which was
owned and occupied by the Madeley
Wood Company. A former secretary of
this Company said that work began in
earnest at The Shaws in 1834 and records
survive which show that it purchased
land “known as the Shaws, the Little
Shaws and the Rough or bakers Piece
with Coppice adjoining” in 1846.

No geological record has been found,
but what little is known indicates that as
at Blists Hill, the Symon Unconformity
has cut out some of the Middle Coal
Measures above the Big Flint Coal.

The Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 7
Shawfield Colliery by Ivor Brown

Early company survey books and Mines
Inspector’s reports give the following
geological section:

Surface at pit top to:-
Red Clay 158 yards
Pennystone ironstone 184 yards
Big Flint Coal 188 yards
Fireclay 202 yards
Little Flint Coal & Sump 220 yards.

No bridge or waste heap is shown on
the 1847 Map but a large heap, in almost
its final form, is shown on the 1888 OS
Map. The 1902 OS Map shows only a
small additional area of tipping to the
north but has the notation ‘Shawfield
Colliery disused’ (see next page for
location map). The word ‘field’ in a
mine name comes form the ‘sectioning’
of a group of mines under a field-
engineer, field carpenter, etc.

The Mines Inspector’s Annual List
notes ‘reopened 1905’ and nine years
later it states ‘not worked 1914’.

 It seems therefore that the mine was
most productive, producing red clay,
white fireclay, coal and ironstone,
between 1850 and 1895. It would appear
too, from the large waste heap that it
was mainly an ironstone mine.

Accidents at the Mine
Two reports have been located during
this period of serious accidents; a
mishap involving the ‘skeleton’ bridge
in 1866 and the death of J.Elson, age 30,
the ‘hooker-on’ who fell down the shaft
in 1891.

There must have been other accidents
however, probably among those
reported under the general name
‘Madeley Wood Colliery’. It was a
relatively small mine probably
employing only about 50 men and 30
girls and does not appear to have had
any housing provided specifically for
its workers.

The OS Map of the 1880’s shows a
tramway from the top of the two shafts
crossing the bridge over the canal and
on to the waste heap. Here the
‘Pennystone Measures’ were spread
out to weather, the ironstone nodules
being collected later by women and
girls.

The Wash Brook is known to flow in a
culvert beneath the waste heap and a
collapse of this culvert about 1930 led
to considerable flooding upstream,
resulting in protracted and expensive

Shawfield Colliery in 1917,
from the ‘Engineer’ magazine.
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The builder of the engine was not known
but the engine was of the atmospheric
type, said locally to be an ‘Adams’
Newcomen engine (Adam was probably
from ‘Adam’ Heslop, the local engineer
who modified the Newcomen Engine).

In 1912 the driver of the engine was said
to be 72 years old and he had succeeded
his father as the driver of this engine. It
was believed that the engine was over
100 years old, possibly dating back to
the 1790’s.

1917 Description
The engine was again described in the
journal ‘The Engineer’ in 1917, by which
date, while still complete, it had been
taken out of use. The reports stated that
latterly the engine had been operated at
only 4 lb pressure with steam supplied
from the egg-ended boiler only. The
anonymous writer in 1917 gave an even
more detailed description than that of
1912 with more drawings and
photographs.

Some aspects surprised him, the house
seemed unnecessarily ‘cramped’ and
could ‘lay’ claim to no ‘architectural
pretensions’ and the engine cylinder

litigation. In the early 1930’s a small
shaft was put down through the mound
to try and locate the blockage.

In 1891 the mine is described as having
two winding shafts each 8ft. diameter
and 660ft. deep, the Big Flint Coal Seam
being worked at a depth of 564ft.
Underground there was 1,452 yards of
ventilated passageway, provided with
air by a furnace presumably connected
through the single air-shaft on the
waste-mound side of the canal. The Big
Flint  Seam was abandoned and the
mine closed in 1896.

The bulk of the output from Shawfield
must have been sent by the tramway to
Blists Hill as direct road connection
was difficult and there is no evidence of
a canal loading wharf.

From about 1900 the  mines life seems to
have followed very much the fortunes
of Blists Hill Mine (see Part 6 of this
series) and for a time the two mines were
worked alternatively  for about 3
monthly periods. Blists Hill provided
red clay and  Shawfield white fireclay
for the brick and tile works. In this
period no  more than 11 persons seem
to have been employed.

The mine finally closed about 1915 but
the surface equipment and buildings
remained for several more years.

Mine Engines
Much more is known about the engines
at the mines than of the underground
workings, thanks to  two reports of 1912
and 1917.

1912 Description
In 1912 the American ‘Power’ magazine
said that  there was, at  the  mine,
‘winding gear, engine house, boiler and
smokestack’.

The engine was capable of lifting 18 to
25 cwt. from 660 ft. depth and had a
single 36 inch cylinder with 4ft. stroke.

The working length of the beam was
14ft. 5” and the 15ft. flywheel was driven,
with a gear reduction of 4 to 1, from the
crankshaft to the second-motion shaft.

Steam was supplied at 4 to 6 lb pressure
by a 10 x 12 ft. haystack boiler and 5 x 20
ft. egg-ended boiler, both equipped with
mushroom-type safety valves. The
engine was at that time raising both coal
and clay.

Shawfield Colliery in 1917,
from the ‘Engineer’ magazine

The Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 7
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Engine Cylinder, Shawfield Colliery
Engine, from the ‘Engineer’ 1917.

end there was a long and heavy cast
iron connecting-rod driving a crank on
a square shaft forming part of the
winding gear. Besides this and the
piston slide bar there were two other
rods connecting to the beam, one
operating a small bucket pump for water
supply, and the other activated the
steam and water valves.

To make one revolution of the winding
drum seven working strokes of the
engine were required which were made
in three minutes. Two winding drums or
‘reels’ were provided, one to each shaft
and winding was by means of triple-link
wrought iron chain with stout oak
wedges.”

quite intrigued him. It was a single
casting, bolted to the foundations of
the house.

The piston was of cast-iron packed
with hemp secured by a junk ring and
set screws and the packing was kept
tight by “the introduction of a solution
of cow dung on top of the piston”.

The base of the cylinder was
hemispherical and had two branches,
one somewhat above the bottom for the
steam inlet and the other for admission
of condensing water and exhaust
alternatively.

“The 14ft. long beam was of oak
strengthened by cast iron slides plates
and tie rods. It oscillated about a
trunnion carried by brackets on the
walls of the engine house. At its outer
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The house had two floors and a small
cellar for the valves. A protruding
platform extending out from the upper
floor gave access to the outer end of the
beam and a cast iron staircase was
provided between the upper and lower
floors.

Recent Surveys and
Developments
In the early 1960’s two surveys were
carried out of the surface  remains,
which even  then were quite substantial
and considered of some historic interest.

The survey done by Mr. P.J.Donnelly
of the Birmingham School of
Architecture was more comprehensive
than  that done by the present  writer but
both were later  used  in efforts to get the
District Council, then Telford
Development Corporation (TDC) and
the  fledgling  Ironbridge  Gorge
Museum to do some preservation work.

It had become obvious that the
Shawfield engine house was the last
atmospheric engine house in anything
like its original form in Shropshire and
was, as a Heslop engine house,
probably unique in the country.

In 1968 the TDC began to clear the site
but following an appeal by the writer
(see SCMC Journal 1979) agreed to let
the engine house itself remain. Up to
that time the brick and stone built engine
house, the base of the chimney stack, a
single and double storey workshop (the
latter with lean-to), all in brick, still
remained.

The winding shafts were also visible,
fenced but apparently filled, and some
large baulks of timber, the remains of
the bridge, still spanned the canal.

The engine house had been measured
by Mr.Donnelly (see plan) and
excepting for roof and floor timber work,
it was virtually complete. The joist
positions for the upper floor at beam
level were clearly visible and had
obviously supported the floor in two
parts, one at each side of the beam.

In 1974 the area  was re-examined by the
writer, the well (6ft. 6in diameter - brick
lined) and the two winding shafts (8ft.
diameter, brick lined but boxed in an 8ft.
x 8ft. square timber frame at surface
level) were still discernable.

During the following year the shafts
were cleared of rubble to a depth of

From these two reports it can be said
that the surface of the mine was
unusually well recorded with
description, drawings and
photographs. The 1912 article showed
3 good photographs and the 1917 article
carried 6 photographs giving both
external and internal views (reproduced
on the previous 2 pages).

The engine was little used after 1910
although the owners tried
unsuccessfully to work the mine on
several occasions, the last being about
1913.

In 1918 the engine was sold, it is said
locally that it went to a museum, but this
has not been verified and is now thought
unlikely.

 In 1926 the whole of the property was
sold by the Madeley Wood Company
and from this time to 1968 the buildings
were used for agricultural purposes.

Shawfield Colliery engine house,
showing bob platform, beam and
flywheel. From the ‘Engineer’
magazine, 1917.

Wood Wood

Wood

L Slides

Cylinder

P
is

to
n 

R
od

Slide Bars and Crosshead Detail
Shawfield Colliery Engine
Based on The Engineer, 3/8/1917 

The Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 7
Shawfield Colliery continued..



12 “Below” 99.1

about 10ft. and from this depth they
appeared to have been filled solid, in
the post Second World War period,
with ash. (During the War they were
surrounded by an easily climbable 5ft.
high brick wall). In 1975 the shafts were
capped off solidly with concrete at
rockhead and then covered.

At an  inspection in early 1979 the
engine house was seen to be unfenced,
extensively vandalised and suffering
further decay. Substantial sections still
remained and it was possible to still
make out the oil marks left by the rotating
flywheel on the outside of the house.

The Ironbridge Gorge Museum, with
encouragement from the writer, wrote
to the Wrekin Council in July 1979
requesting the listing of the building for
protection. They replied, on 13th
August 1979:

“ I agree that indeed the engine house
does appear worthy of listing, and
will certainly bring it to the
attention of the Department of
Environment who are due to
resurvey this District later this year.
Unless there is at present any direct
threat to the engine house,
however, I am afraid that the D. of
E. would be very unlikely to spot-
list the building”.

A telephone call to the writer of the
above enlisted the response that the
site was in local authority control and
was ‘quite  safe’. The present writer
also published an open appeal in the
SCMC Journal (1979), but at an
inspection some months later it was
seen that the whole building had been
demolished and local enquiries
determined that the Council itself had
done much of this (* see ‘The Loss of
Shawfield’ on next page).

Only memories, a couple of concrete
blocks and some bricks, and the
excellent photographs, drawings and
descriptions of previous authors now
remain of what was almost certainly a
unique survival of its type. This loss
had occurred 10 years after the area
became seriously heritage-minded and
only about 400 yards from the boundary
of a world renowned industrial heritage
theme park!

The writer would like to acknowledge
the assistance of Mr.P.J.Donnelly in
the study and preservation attempt of
the Shawfield Colliery engine house in
the 1960’s.

Right: Typical length of ‘rattle chain’
as used at Shawfield.
Below: Shawfield Colliery in 1940’s.

Rattle Chain picture: I.A.Recordings
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The Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 7
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had given permission for the final
destruction due to the building being
“attacked  by  vandals on Saturday
night - levering down the walls”!
Personally I am of the opinion that it
was storm damage rather than mythical
crow-bar wielding vandals.

The real question needs to be asked
“who are the real vandals?” I would
suggest  that it  is the  people responsible
for preserving our industrial heritage,
who sit back and do nothing, allowing
important sites to rot away or decay to
the point when they fall down of their
own accord. Shawfield is not sadly an
isolated case you can find examples all
round the country:

1. Glyn Pits in South Wales, two
superb engines (the winder
complete with flat rope drum) and
engine houses, have been allowed
to fall in to a totally ruinous state -
yet they were handed over when
the mine closed in working order!

2. Dorathea Pumping Engine at
Nantlle, again a fascinating engine,
but it has been totally ignored by its
owners - Dorathea  Engineering,
who give awards for preservation
and restoration projects and  are
supposed to be the country’s
leading heritage/restoration firm.

3. Even worse is the Ironbridge Gorge
Museum, who have allowed their
mining exhibits and other large
engines to become dilapidated and
corroded to the point where it is
unsafe for museum visitors to get
near them. The electric winding
engine house roof has collapsed in
parts onto the engine and the
headframe from Mossey Green is in
a very poor condition. Offers of
volunteer help from the Club and
Stuart Tomlins on behalf the
Shropshire Mines Trust to help
preserve the mining exhibits have
been firmly rejected.

Perhaps it is about time Clubs like ours
started making a bit more noise to make
the professional industrial historians
take industrial history seriously,
otherwise we will find we have a nation
of  ‘Musems of Shopkeeping’!

Kelvin

The Loss of Shawfield
At the time it was demolished the
Shawfield Engine House was supposed
to be a Grade II listed building, however
the  week before, on a visit to the building
it was found that you could put your
hand between the stonework in the
major surviving walls - the mortar had
almost completely eroded away.

On the Saturday evening,  I walked
home from work past the engine house
and it was still there! During that night
the area suffered a fierce storm, with
very high, gusting winds. On the
Monday morning walking to work,
bulldozers were already completing the
‘landscaping’ of the mine ruins.

Stuart Smith, (then Deputy Director of
the IGMT) was on site at the time, and

Some References
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Brown I.J. The Mines of Shropshire,
Morland Publishing (pictures on
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Below: Shawfield Engine house in
Spring 1977.

Picture: P.JEggleston/I.A.Recordings
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The Fourth International Mining History
Congress, Mexico 1998

IJB and two other members of SCMC
attended this Congress in November
1998. The first three meetings were held
in Melbourne (Australia) 1985, Bochum
(Germany) 1989 and Colorado (USA) in
1994, those at Bochum and Colorado
have been described in ‘Below’.

The Fourth Congress was organised
by the Mexican Association of Mining
Engineers, Metallurgists and
Geologists, various mining companies
and other academic institutions with
interest in Mining in Mexico. It was held
in the recently built Faculty of Mines,
Metallurgy and Geology at the
University of Guanajuato.

The town of  Guanajuato is situated in
a ‘bowl’ in the 7,000 ft high mountains
200 miles north of Mexico City, and was
reached after a 5 hour bus ride along
mainly fast ‘toll’ roads.

The journey to Mexico took nearly 24
hours from leaving Yorkshire and so an
overnight was made in Mexico City.

This is now said to be the world’s
second largest city and still growing,
but on this short stay, was sunny, clean,
with large areas of parkland containing
many fountains and museums, but being
Monday these were all closed. Some of
the older buildings are leaning a bit due
to earthquakes, or being built on clay
thereby sinking or due to other man-
made disturbances.

Guanajuato
Guanajuato  is entered from  nearly
every direction through long tunnels,
indeed most of the city’s roads are
underground, a tradition which
apparently followed the diverting of
the main river channel (which until early
this century ran through the city) and
then the covering over of the dry channel
to form the main road. Other side roads
(tunnels) lead into this, nearly all one-
way with half the tunnel used for
roadside parking.

The old School of Mines lies in the
centre of the city but the new one is on
a hill at the outskirts. The city is
surrounded by silver mines, many

disused, but a fair number still very
productive.

About 110 speakers had been listed in
three parallel sessions covering 3 days,
but fortunately only half turned up and
total attendance was said to be about
150 (first lesson to conference
organisers, charge everyone a
registration fee in advance, then you
have a good idea on how many are
coming).

Other than for the obvious difficulty of
not knowing which speaker or subject
was being heard, when and where, the
other activities all went well. These
included a midday snack each day, a
meal and evening event (civic
receptions, a concert, town-alley walk
behind a student band and last night
feast/disco). The opening and closing
sessions were held in the quadrangle of
the town’s ancient prison, now
preserved as a general meeting place.

Lectures
Most lectures (simultaneously
translated into Spanish and English)
seemed to have an attendance of 20 to
30 and the subjects covered included,
Miners head protection (hats and
helmets) in  the USA, explosions in
South Africa, firesetting in India, mines
of the Ironbridge Gorge, artifacts in
Polish salt mines, and prostitution in
Dawson City, Canada, 1898 to 1908.
Equally unusual were talks on Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle and the miner, Burra Burra
Mines (Australia) and Metal Trading.

There was also a half-day tour of a local
mining area (as with some other trips,
accompanied by armed police as
‘protection against bandits’). The mine
surfaces visited included:
 Rayas Mine - working mine, headframe,

pulley at ground level raising to an
adit, trolley wire locos haul mine-
cars out into the valley.

San Vicente Mine - large opencut
leading to underground workings,
cooperatively owned, produces 145
tons silver, 2.5 tons of gold and
some copper each year.

Guadalupe Mine - disused, opened in
the 16th Century, massive
surrounding wall with flying

supports, substantial building
remains.

Odd ‘Moments’
In odd ‘moments’ during the week the
opportunity was taken to visit the two
show-mines in the town:
Valencia Mine - still working in part,

winding minerals while visitors peer
down the 525 metre shaft, large
compressors and pumps are still at
work, and visitors mix with surface
workers, and are taken into the upper
levels. Open air and enclosed
chapels on are also on site.

El Eden Mine - tourists enter on a petrol
driven train with a rubber tyred
engine and carriages guided by a

central  shaped trough ‘der-
hund’ style. They then walk around
stopes often on chain-supported
plank-ways with the option of
leaving via a lift-shaft.

Cubo Mine
On the Friday morning the large working
Cubo silver mine was visited both
underground and surface. Opened in
1770, it still employs about 500 people.
While everything was modern
underground (including an updated
underground chapel-cum-dining room)
the winding shaft headframe was old,
mainly of timber, but patched up with
steel.

Fifth Congress
Throughout the week the small British
team canvassed the acceptance of the
Millennium NAMHO Conference in
Cornwall to be the Fifth Mining
Congress - but at the final meeting this
idea was lost (won by Greece with the
help of financial inducements from an
American Mining Company - see pages
18 & 19 in ‘Below’ 98.4)

Atalaya Tours
For the second week in Mexico the
small British group joined one of Jamie
Thorburn’s Atalaya Tours - of old and
new Mexican mining sites. If requested
the writer will supply a report in this but
he will say in advance that it was certainly
good value for his money.

Ivor Brown
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National Caving Conference - Hidden Earth 99
Hidden Earth 99, the UK’s national
caving conference, organised by the
BCRA, will take place from 10th-12th
September at Leeds University, West
Yorkshire.

The university is only a few minutes
walk from the city centre and
accommodation will be available on-
campus. Leeds is an easy location to
reach by road and rail from many parts
of the country. The regular conference
team, which includes cavers from the
Wessex and Red Rose clubs, will be
joined by ULSA members to bring you
the last conference of the millennium
and, we hope, one to remember it by.

Planning is at an early stage at the
moment, but it is expected that there will
be field trips on the Friday afternoon
and the usual programme of events
(and one or two special ones) over the
weekend, including trade and club
stands, talks, discussion groups, SRT
races and, of course, the photography,
video and art salons.

Forms for the Photography, Video and
Art Salons will be available from April
(both on-line and by post). Booking will
open in June. Information will be placed
on-line then, and brochures will be
available in caving shops and UK

caving magazines.  The Hidden Earth
Web site is at:

http://www.caves.org.uk

As usual, we will be offering admission
discounts to individuals, groups,
students, and overseas visitors, but
only if you book in advance. Official
delegations from overseas caving clubs
should contact us well in advance so
that we can make arrangements for your
admission & accommodation.

Contact addresses:
Offers of talks, presentations etc. to:
Lecture Secretary, Paul Mann
83a Lonsdale Road, Summertown,
Oxford, OX2 7ES.
Tel: 01865 316387.
e-mail: paulmann@compuserve.com

General enquiries to:
Bookings Manager, Peter Cousins,
8 Giffords Croft, Lichfield,
Staffs., WS13 7HG.
Tel: 01543 251791
or
e-mail David Gibson at:

david@caves.org.uk

David Gibson
(HE99 publicity & sponsorship)

Mining Workshop
Club members might find the
International Mining - Workshop at
Bramberg, Austria of interest. Organised
by the Mining Research Group
Bramberg in Cooperation with
Schaubergwerk Hochfeld / Neukirchen
am Grovenediger and Kupferplatte
Jochberg / Tirol.

The workshop is to be held over the
weekend, Thursday 26th to Sunday
29th August 1999 at Bramberg am
Wildkogel, Austria.

You can find out more details on the
internet at:

http://members.xoom.com/mounti/
bergbau/mining.htm

Peter Claughton

Bull Pot Farm
Bull Pot Farm is the base for Red Rose
Cave & Pothole Club. They offer
accomodation for other cavers at £3  per
night, self catering.

It is right on the door step for the Ease
Gill Cave system including County Pot
and Lancaster Hole.

Facilities have recently been improved.
If you are interested in visiting the area
then, for booking deatils contact:

Andy Hall
e-mail:
andy@walton-le-dale.demon.co.uk

or visit the web site:

www.walton-le-dale.demon.co.uk

Stone Mine - Internet
For a good,  concise history of the Bath
Stone industry,  and lots of
underground photographs,  visit the
following web site:

http://ourworld/compuserve.com/
homepages/dhawkins6

For a few (dozen),  mainly unpublished
photos of Corsham,  Monkton Farleigh,
Drakelow etc,  visit:

http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/
~mccamley

News & Events
Round-Up

NAHMO 99
The biennial Mining History
Conference of the National Association
of Mining History Organisations
(NAMHO) is being held over the
weekend of 24-27th September 1999 in
the Forest of Dean.

If you have never been to one before,
you don’t know what you’ve missed so
go along this time.  Lectures, seminars,
surface trips, underground trips,
displays, book and equipment sales,
social side ... its all there!

For details and a booking form go to the
NAMHO website:

http://wkweb4.cableinet.co.uk/
adrian.pearce/CONF.HTM

This will be updated as more information
comes from the organisers.

Adrian

If you are interested in going, just a
reminder that Mike Moore is sorting
out accomodation bookings, but places
are going fast, so don't leave it too long.

NAMHO 2000 web site
A new web site with information on the
NAMHO International Mining History
in Cornwall (July 2000) has been
established at:

www.ex.ac.uk/~ajbeer/namho/
namho.html

Detail is at limited at the moment, but
should be expanded in the near future.

Peter Claughton
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Injured Caver Rescued
 With the help of dozens of rescuers, an
injured caver reached the surface of the
second-deepest cave in the Southern
Hemisphere at the beginning of January,
where he fell several days before,
injuring  the left side of his body.

Kieran McKay, an experienced caver,
helped his rescuers by hobbling during
parts of the more than 3 mile route out,
despite a broken arm and jaw, injured
hips, buttocks, knee and ankle.

McKay was carried most of the way
through the deep underground system
on a stretcher. The rescue team having
to manoeuvre the stretcher up  rock
faces, narrow vertical shafts, and crawls.

The rescue was helped by the fact that
he was still quite mobile despite his
injuries. It took colleagues nearly a day
to raise the alarm after McKay fell 50
feet down a rock wall onto the floor in
the Bulmer cave system on New
Zealand’s South Island on Wednesday
(30th December). He was with a team of
11 others mapping an unexplored
section of the Bulmer caves under
Mount Owen, 125 miles south of the
capital, Wellington, when the fall
occurred.

The cave system, discovered in 1985,
has been mapped for more than 25 miles
to a depth of 2,600 feet. In the Southern
Hemisphere only the Nettlebed cave,
beneath the nearby Mount Arthur, is
known to be deeper.

A major rescue practice in the Bulmer
caves early in 1998 was so difficult that
the person playing the role of an injured
climber left his stretcher and climbed a
140-foot cliff after rescuers decided
carrying him up was too dangerous.

Eighty experienced cavers in teams of
40 riggers at a time proved invaluable in
speeding McKay’s progress back to
the surface.

Ray Lilley, The Associated
Press

Wellington, New Zealand

Gwent Cave Rescue
As part of an on-going plan for the
improvement of training within the
Gwent Cave Rescue Team as well as
trying to gain the involvement of more
cavers within the Gwent area, there are
to be monthly training sessions.  These
are to be held (initially) in the Hobby
Horse Inn, Greenland Road, Brynmawr.

Take the first turning after the Bridge
End Pub after coming off the Heads of
the Valleys Road and it’s on the left at
the end of  the road.

The first meeting was held on Monday
18th January at 8:00 p.m with subsequent
meetings on the 3rd Monday of every
month. The topic of the first meeting
was ‘General Kit Familiarisation’,   More
specific topics will be covered in future
sessions.

If you have any interest in cave rescue,
then you are welcome to attend. More
information can be  had from:

 Barry Burn, e-mail:
brynmawrCC@btinternet.com

Art & Mining
Wakefield Art Gallery recently held an
exhibition called “Facing Coal”. The
exhibition comprised two rooms full of
art “inspired by the coal industry and
its communities”.

One of the earliest pictures on display
was a soft toned 18th century
watercolour: “Coal Barges on the
Thames”. Equally early was the use of
art to challenge the cruelties
underground - a key decision of the
1842 Children’s Employment
Commission, who printed engravings
showing the slave-like conditions
suffered by children underground.
These pictures drove the public fury
which led to reforms being announced
within the year.

Wakefield was a good setting for the
exhibition - even the Keeper of Art
(Nino Vella) at the Gallery has mining
connections (his father emigrated from
Sicily to the Yorkshire Pits). An
interesting feature of the exhibition was
the posting of visitors comments beside
the pictures. For example by a picture of
Bevan boys a visitors note read “thanks
for preventing a chintzy image of mining
going down in history”.

The exhibition also donated space to
the Kinsley Craft Workshop - an
enterprise in the village made nationally
notorious in 1905 by evictions of families
from tied housing during a dispute.

The ‘core’ of the exhibition was on loan
from the Lancashire Mining Museum,
Salford - which is also worth a visit if
you are in that area.

Mines Talk at College
On Friday the 19th February Tom Wall
gave a talk at Aston-on-Clun Village
Hall on: “The Story of Stiperstones and
Downton Gorge”. The talk was
organised through the Community
College.

The theme of the talk was how this
famous stretch of countryside is riddled
with disused lead mines and the region
was one of the biggest sources of the
metal.

News Round-up

Corsham, Monkton
Farleigh & Drakelow

If you are interested in these
underground sites collections of
photogprahs, mainly unpublished can
be found on the internet at:

http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/
~mccamley

Bath Stone Industry
If you are interested in learning more
about the Bath Stone Industry, you will
find a good,  concise history of   it, along
with  lots  of  underground   photographs,
also on the internet at:

http://ourworld/compuserve.com/
homepages/dhawkins6

Just a quick point about internet sources
of information etc.. You often need to
visit them quickly, because people move
their web sites, etc.. and it is often not
easy to relocate them again - hopefully
this won’t apply to the two above!
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The country’s oldest coal mine,
Annesley Bentinck in Ashfield,
Nottinghamshire, is to close at the end
of October this year, with a loss of  386
jobs.

The mine was bought in 1996 by a four-
man management team with the aid of
venture capitalists, who have invested
nearly £10 million. However, the pit
which supplies power station coal,
mainly to PowerGen, has been losing
millions of pounds. It has some
geological problems but the main reason
for closure is that it has become
uneconomic and run up unsustainable
losses.

Background
Sinking of the twin shafts at the mine
started on 10th January, 1865. They
eventually reached a depth of 1,419
feet. The mine is in the Leen Valley, with
Sherwood Forest on one side and the
steep  Diadem Hill on the other. It was
on this hill that the poet Byron  rode and
‘romanced’ (Annesley drew up plans
for development work under Newstead
Abbey, ancestral home of Lord Byron
two years ago, but had to withdraw
them after protests). D.H.Lawrence,
himself a miners son, lived just down
the road from the pit.

First Closure
The mine was closed by British Coal in
1994  for a year (all  the miners were
given watches to ‘commemorate’ the
closure). British Coal  eventually sold it
to Coal Investments. When they went
bankrupt the mine was sold to the
current owners Midland Mining.

The company, closed its other pit;
Silverdale, near Newcastle-under-

Oldest Coal Mine Closes

The Annesley section of the mine is
linked four miles underground to
Bentinck - it is this section of the mine
that would be used as the waste dump.

At the time of writing face workers at
Annesley are being paid £4.71 an hour,
giving them a weekly pay packet of
£175.

Thanks
Thanks to Mike Moore, and other Club
Members for submitting newpaper
cuttings and notes from which this
report is compiled.

The pictures  are freeze frames  from
Peter Eggleston/I.A.Recordings video
footage recorded during one of  Stuart
Tomlins ‘artefacts trips’ to
Nottinghamshire.
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Lyme, Staffordshire, last year (with the
loss of 300 jobs) and when Annesley
Bentinck is closed  Midland Mining  will
go out of business. It was originally
hoped that both the companies pits
would produce coal for up to 15 years.

Annesley has coal  reserves  which
could last 10 to 15 years, and it sold
more than 1.5 million tonnes a year to
PowerGen.

Despite investing a large amount of
money at Annesley over the past 2
years and changing the working
methods, the company has failed to
achieve the sort of production
improvements they hoped for. Midland
Mining lost £2 million pounds in its first
year of trading and around £4 million
last year.

Neil Greatrex, president of the Union of
Democratic Mineworkers, insists that
the mine was being closed because of
the “disastrous” production methods
chosen by Midlands and imposed by
its bankers.  He also claims that the
company is more interested in leasing
part of the site to a landfill company for
up to £30 million over the next 15 years.

The company says the figures
mentioned are exaggerated, but they
could sell the mine to a landfill operator,
then they would not have to restore the
site themselves.

The famous ‘A’ on Anneseley’s Shaft
enclosure.
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I notice in the Winter Issue of ‘Below’,
98.4, p3 reference to the ‘Snailbeach
Classifier’.

I have always thought, if we are talking
baout the same object, that it was a Log
Washer, reproduced  here are  two
pages from Truscott’s “Textbook of
Ore Dressing”, 1923 edition, which I
think support my supposition. You can
see that the machine is not a classifier,
but a crude concentrator, such as might
well have been used to clean barytes,
which I prsume it did.

George Hall.

Washing Appliances

Log Washer, or Trough
Washer.
This  washer  consists of a tank or
trough about 18 to 25 ft. long, 4 to 7 ft.
wide, and  4 ft. deep at the lower end, the
bottom rising about 1 in 12 so that the
upper end is just above water (Fig. 1).

In this tank, and supported in bearings
at either end, are laid two cast-iron or
steel ‘logs’ or shafts driven by gearing
to rotate some 8 to 16 revolutions per
minute in opposite diretions.

These logs have upon them a large
number of stiff chilled-iron blades, so
obliquely set that upon revolution they
exert an upward conveying effect upon
the ore introduced near the lower end.

In this upward movement the ore meets
water arriving through the bottom and
flowing downward. At the same time

the blades, which in their revolution
come close to the bottom, stir the ore
and crumble the larger pieces, giving
opportunity for the descending water
to carry the lighter non-metalliferous
portion over the lower end, while the
mineral continues its forced way upward
to be discharged at the upper end
(Fig.2).

The material fed into these log washers
is generally the undersize of a screen
with about 2.5 inch aperture. If desired,
the impoverished overflow from one
washer may after settlement be passed
in a thickened condition through a
second and smaller washer, the
dimension and action of which are
better suited to the treatment of finer
material.

These washers have received their
greatest application upon the sandy
haematites of the Mesabi iron range,
Minnesota. They are also largely used

in Florida to clean ‘phosphate’ and
have been used elsewhere to clean
oxidized zinc ores, etc. They have a
large capcity, a washer of standard size
being generally capable of treating 25
to 100 tons per hour, the exact figure
depending upon the the amount of clay
or sand present. The earlier forms of
this appliance had usually but one log,
and the capacity was consequently
much lower.

Log washers are as simple in design  as
they are effective in operation. They
require little power, generally less than
5 h.p., and their operating costs are low.
On the Mesabi they deliver a cleaned
product which contains 50 to 60 percent
of iron discarding at the same time one-
half to twice as much impoverished
material containing about 12 percent of
iron.

The consumption of added water is 0.5
to 1 ton ton per ton of ore treated.

Fig. 1: Diagrammatic Section. Only one log is shown. Two blades at 180o make a unit screw, the intervening
angles of 90o being taken by another two blades upon the next screw, there being altogether 40 or 50 such screws.
In the illustration alternate screws are shown with their blades vertical and horizontal, respectively.

Fig. 2: Log Washer - Persepctive View (Allis Chalmers). Two logs are
shown, their lower ends being secured in substantial enclosed bearings
over which the discard flows. Along the length are six supports to the
trough. Between each two supports is a pocket or hutch in the trough
bottom, these pockets being connected with a water service.

Log Washer or
Classifier?
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Sir,
I take great exception to the way that the
article written by Ivor Brown on page 27
of the 1998 Annual Journal on colliery
closures came to be written.

My article for the 1997 Annual Journal
on this subject was originally 7 pages
long, but was edited down by the editor
since he had already accepted  3 articles
from me and wanted  to give other
readers a chance.  That is
understandable but does not excuse
the fact that the 5 pages of analysis
were completly ommitted.  The reader
has therefore no way of knowing how
I arrived at my conclusion that both
political parties had put into operation
massive pit closure programmes in the
post war period.  The statistics for each
year merely show the numerical number
of pit closures based on statistics
provided to me by the club that came
from British Coal.

The article was written against the
background that people think the
Conservatives were the only party that
closed down pits.  This is not true.

There were pit closure programmes in
the 1960s under Harold Wilson’s
Labour Government as well.  My original
article considered a whole range of
reasons why pits have closed ranging
from exhaustion, faulting, over supply,
competition from oil and imported coals,
poor industrial relations, bad
management, under investment etc.  I
can’t reproduce it here since it was a
hand written account that was not saved
on my computer.

Statistics can lie in this case just as they
do for cricket averages for a test series,
i.e. they dont tell you the state of the
wicket or the quality of the opposition
in themselves.  That’s what the article
would have told the reader.  Careful
analysis of statistics is necessary to
bring out  sensible conclusions.  Despite
the rhetoric of politicians, the coal
industry as a whole has been  run down
since nationalisation.

I don’t  believe any  of  the two governing
parties  can  claim to be lilly white.  In  this
sense the Conservatives are unfairly
treated as  the only  party of pit closures.

Ivor  in an article in Below was correct
to point out the huge gap between the
statistical table and the conclusion.  I
wrote to him explaining the situation
which he acknowledged in return
correspondence.

While I knew a short article on the
subject was to be published in the 1998
Annual Journal, I did not expect that it
would read in such a way that the
average reader should think that I did
no analysis.  The article I wrote did, but
the published version bearing my name
clearly did not.

I feel that it is essential that the record
is put straight.  Writing articles for the
club  over the years has cost me time
and money over the years.  This is done
as  a favour since it is now simply
another arduous task for me which no
longer gives any sense of reward or
satisfaction.  I expect a  simple but
unreserved written apology from the
club over this incident to be published
in ‘Below’ in order to restore my name
and reputation.

Yours Sincerely,
David Coxill

Putting the Record
Straight

Broseley Local History Society Artefacts
In the last issue of ‘Below’ mining
remains donated to the Broseley Local
History Society were mentioned, since
then Steve Dewhirst from the Society
has been in touch with details of the
items.

The artefacts were donated to the
Society by the owner of a house in
Monewood, Broseley, and consisted
of: a 21” gauge railway wagon frame,
complete with wheels, and a winding
drum of some kind and a length of
Shropshire “rattle chain”.

The wagon had been used to grow

the Broseley Local History Society,  for
letting me reproduce the details and
pictures of the artefacts from their
September 1998, Newsletter . Does
anyone have any suggestions or
thoughts about these items?

If you want to find out more about the
Society, visit their web site at:

http://www.dewhirst.ndirect.co.uk/
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bulbs and flowers in but the wooden
frame is still was well preserved. There
is a scrap of sheet steel floor but little
else left of the superstructure. The
wheels are curly spoked in loose, half
bearings. It is reputedly from the Rock
Fireclay Mine and bears some
resemblance to wagons used in the
East Shropshire coalfield and to wagons
at Blists Hill and Jackfield Tile museums.

The winding drum is more a puzzle but
again is similar to a picture of a winding
drum at Harris’s Old Park Pits until 1950.
It has cast iron ends and wooden staves

bolted between the
ends. There is
obvious wear on
one end of the
wooden part.

Thanks to Steve
Dewhirst, Nick
Coppin (for use of
the pictures) and
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St. Aidan’s opencast coal mine near
Leeds has been in the news for several
reasons in the past few years. First
when it was flooded as a result of the
River Aire bursting its banks in March
1988, and secondly for its interesting
walking dragline excavators.

Site Recovery
To  restore the mine site a new stretch
of river bed and a new cut for the Aire
& Calder Canal had to be constructed,
before the flood waters could be
pumped out.

When the new length of canal was built
it was moved to the other side of the
mines loading wharf  & chutes - which
now involves a ‘dog-leg’ in the loading
conveyors to fill the boats taking the
coal to Ferrybridge Power station.

However, the old river bed, which
became navigable following a 1698 Act
of Parliament has revealed a number of
interesting things, including a weir, an
early lock, a boatyard with dry dock and
several sunken boats. All these finds
have been recorded and measured with
help from RJB Mining  and  Miller
Mining.

Draglines
For mining  historians probably the
most interesting aspect of the site is the
existence of two large walking dragline
excavators (they are classed as large if
they weigh over 1000 tons). Luckily
when the  mine flooded  both excavators
were out of the main pit and above the
water line!

Large walking draglines did not come
into use in  Britain until  after  the Second
World War. When the first one was
imported by Sir Lindsay Parkinson &
Co. Ltd for the opencast coal site at
Ewart Hill near Bedlington,
Northumberland. This first machine was
a Bucyrus Erie B-E 1150-B (known as
1150 or ‘The Giant of Bedlington’), it
was purchased second-hand from a
site in America, starting work in Britain
in 1948.

The British company Ransomes and
Rapier of Ipswich started making their

‘Oddball’ at St.Aidans Opencast Mine, 31st January 1999

St. Aidan’ Opencast
Walking Dragline

machine, was unique in having
equipment supplied by  General Electric
- working with American 60Hz electric
motors (this required special convertors
to work with the British 50Hz electric
supply). Because of this ‘uniqueness’
it was nicknamed ‘Oddball’. The other
walking draglines were nicknamed:
‘Little John’, ‘Big Geordie’ and ‘Ace of
Spades’.

In the mid 1960’s ‘Oddball’ was
dismantled and transferred to the
Poplars  Site near  Cannock. It was
moved again in the early 1970s to St
Aidans where it worked until the site
was flooded in March 1988. During the
past 50 years it has travelled some 4,000
miles (most of them in pieces).

‘Oddball’, owned by RJB Mining, has
now been preserved by the “Friends of
St. Aidan’s”, as it is the oldest large
walking dragline in Britain: and the only
one of its type in Europe (of the others
two were scrapped and one was
returned to the USA).

The Moving of ‘Oddball’
On the 31st  January, this  year ‘Oddball’
was moved  50 metres off  RJB Mining’s
coal reserves to a position near to the
road. The machine together with the
land on which it now stands is to be
conveyed to the St Aidans Trust.

W1400 walking draglines, in the late
1940’s  for use in  the Northamptonshire
ironstone quarries. As  part of the lend-
lease aid agreement between Britain
and the United States, four more
second-hand B-E 1150-B machines were
brought into the country in 1953-4.

‘Big Bob’
The bigger of the two draglines at St.
Aidan’s  is a  Rapier W2000  large
walking dragline, now named ‘Big Bob’,
owned by Miller Mining, it has been
reconditioned and will continue working
for another four years to recover the
remaining coal reserves at St Aidans.

‘Oddball’
The B-E 1150-B at St. Aidan’s is one of
the 1950’s lend-lease aid batch. The
machine, built in South Milwaukee,
Winconsin (identified as B-E No. 47858)
was completed on 30th December 1948
and started work  in 1949 for the
company ‘Dick Construction’ at Phillipi,
West Virginia. It worked in West Virginia
for 4  years then, with the other
machines, came to Britain. Two of the
machines, including the St Aidans
machine, were put to work  at Tirpentwys
opencast site near Pontypool, South
Wales in 1954. Three of the four B-E
1150s on opencast sites in Britain had
electric equipment supplied by
Westinghouse, while the St Aidan’s
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Mike Moore, emerging from the hatch
giving access to the main drive shafts
of ‘Oddball’

The contract for moving ‘Oddball’ was
let to Beeby Plant of Retford. Beeby’s
was the lowest tender (of 6 received)
and it was the only one which tendered
unconditionally. They accepted that
payment would be made only if the
contract was completed satisfactorily
i.e. no move, no money!

Interestingly, Beebys was the only one
that actually planned walking the
dragline to its new position - the others
proposed strange roller systems etc.
Several weeks of work were put  in
before the move was attempted,
particularly as it had been so long since
any of the motors had been used.

On a very foggy, dark morning, Mike
Moore, Peter Eggleston and myself set-
off at 6am towards Leeds, hoping to
arrive  in time to film parts of the machine
before the move and of course the move
itself - assuming we could see it in the
fog!).

Arriving on site about 8.30am, there
were already quite a few people watching
and milling around behind the roped off
area for the 10am move (including Stuart
Tomlins and son).

Ever keen for the ‘special’ shot, we
asked  if we could get closer to the
machine, “sorry, its a hard hat area” was
the response. So a quick dash back to
the car, on with the hard hats, and
fluorescent jackets and ‘Oddballs your
Auntie’, they very kindly allowed us
complete and free access to the machine!
We were also fortunate to be inside the
machine when it took its first step (or at

least Pete and Mike were - I happened
to be standing on one of the feet at the
time! ), a quick trip up the jib also gave
an interesting angle on things, but due
to the fog sadly not much of a view.

The actual move went very well, and
surprisingly quickly  taking less  than
an hour to get it to its new position. The
“Friends of St. Aidans” Trust now plan
to build access  gantries and other
safety items before allowing members
of the public access.

It has been suggested that the
preservation of a walking dragline is
appropriate as a memorial to the
‘Sunshine Miners’ because walking
draglines are the only machines used in
opencasting that are unique to that
industry, all other machines are ‘civil
engineering’. Large walking draglines
are only economic when the machine is
to work on one site for some years and
most civil engineering sites are short-
term only.

Leeds and Excavators
Strangely  enough Leeds  has had a
long connection with excavators, the
360o movement used by these draglines
was first employed on an excavator in

Leeds in 1884. Also Leeds has been one
of the leading centres for excavator
manufacture since the 1870’s, with firms
like John Fowler & Sons, Whitaker
Brothers and Thomas  Smith & Son
being at the forefront in ‘excavation
technology’. For example: Fowlers built
a steam rope-hauled ‘scoop’ in 1879,
Whitakers built the UK’s first long jib
(70ft) excavators in 1900 and Smiths
were still building  excavators including
draglines up to the 1980’s.

Leeds has also been called ‘the
birthplace of modern, opencast coal
mining’, Albert Braithwaite MP, the son
of a Lord Mayor of Leeds in 1921,
successfully lobbied ministers in the
early years of World War Two to carry
out more surface coal working.

He argued  that more coal could be
produced using fewer men thus
releasing others for war work. As a
result, surface coal working rapidly
expanded after 1941, by late 1942 there
were 6 sites in Leeds alone. The first of
these was on the north side of  Temple
Newsam  road, not so far from the St
Aidans site where the dragline now
stands.

continued over..

St. Aidan’ Opencast
Walking Dragline cont..

A view from the Jib of ‘Oddball’ - Peter Eggleston climbing the walkway
(tread on the sides of the steps - avoid the rust spot!).
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St. Aidan’ Opencast
Walking Dragline cont..

B-E 1150-B”. It is proposed to hold
occasional meetings, working sessions,
visits and produce a newsletter. New
members are welcome. Please write to
Ivor for an application form, at the
address shown above.

Thanks:
To Beeby’s, and RJB Mining for
allowing access to the site and to
‘Oddball’. Also to the ‘Friends of the B-
E 1 150-B Dragline’ for help in arranging
access.

All pictures used are from the
I.A.Recordings video of the move on
31st January 1999.
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A contribution of £50 was also made by
the Peak District Mines Historical
Society to provide a starting fund
for ‘the Friends of the Dragline’.

The Friends
Membership of the ‘Friends of the B-E
1 150-B Dragline’ is available at a
subscription of £5 per year, £6 for
families. Subscriptions should be sent
to:-

Dr I.J.Brown, 95 Manygates Lane
Sandal, Wakefield
West Yorkshire, WF217DL

The aim of the ‘Friends’ is “to assist in
attempts to preserve at least one of the
draglines at St Aidans Opencast Site.
Emphasis in the short term being on the

‘Oddball’ in the
fog and gloom of
a January
morning, just
prior to ‘walking’.

‘Oddball’ Statistics
St Aidan’s B-E 1 150-B  walking dragline:
Built 1947/8, worked in West Virginia

(1949-152), South Wales (1953-
1960’s), Cannock (1960’s-1970’s),
St.Aidans (1970’s to present day).

Weight: 1,200 tons.
Boom length: 215ft
Bucket capacity: 19 cu.yards

It  can dig from 140ft depth and dump
the waste up to 410ft from where it
digs (180o arc)

Each foot is:
48ft long,
8ft wide
weighs: 27 tons.
the tread is 7.6ft

Max. walking speed: 0.2 miles/hour.

To move a B-E 1150-B in the 1950s took
20 large American railway-cars and it
required 8,000 rivets 19,000 bolts and
3.5 tons of welding rod to put one
together again!

Funding
A number of grants and donations have
been made to sucure ‘Oddball’, these
include:

RJB Mining - scrap value of dragline
£75,000 - 150,000

Heritage Lottery Fund £100,000
PRISM Fund (Science Museum) £15,000
Officer time - RJB Mining, Leeds City

Council
Time of Volunteers (Friends of the B-E

11SO-Dragline)

British Mining No.61- Memoirs 1998Going Dutch
NEW  on the site of the Subterranean
Limestone Quarries (Holland)

http://web.inter.nl.net/hcc/
Ed.Stevenhagen/groeven/index.html

on the link “Index of quarries /
coordinates” you will find besides a
meter coordinate in the Dutch grid a
Javascript  to transform  the coordinates
into a Latitude/Longitude/WGS84
coordinate.

Now you can pin-point all the 250
entrances with your GPS-receiver!

Mortality in Cornwall F. Harris
Smelt Mills of the Yorkshire Dales -
Keld Heads and Preston Mills R. Smith
Roofs of Nenthead Smelt Mill R.A.
Fairbairn, Kirk Michael Mine in the
Isle of Man, R. von Arx
The Jenkin Furnace at the New CB
Mill, Arkengarthdale, Yorkshire R.
Smith and S. Murphy
Stotfield Burn and Brandon Walls
Mines, 1872-1882 R.A. Fairbairn
The Development of the Mickley
Colliery J. Goodchild

And more .... see Mike Moore about
getting a copy.

The latest volume in the British Mining
series, £11.50 (including p&p) from:

N.M.R.S. Publications, 38 Main Street,
Sutton-in-Craven, Keighley,
Yorkshire, BD20 7HD

Contents include:
The Smelting of Silver Ore from
Hilderston Mine at Linlithgow, Scotland
R. Smith and T.K. Meikle
A Lead Smelting Site at Haltwhistle Hill,
Allendale R.A. Fairbairn.
Swan Bank Colliery, Halifax M. Roe
A Smelting Miscellany No.2. R. Lamb
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Club Members
Out and About

On a visit to Joy Mining recently to acquire equipment for
the Shropshire Mines Trust, Members were shown
around the factory floor, where work was taking place on
an armoured face conveyor:

David Poyner leads the way back down the headframe
at Bestwood Colliery (the mine next door to Joy
Mining). The instructions when climbing the headframe
were to tread on the sides of the steps, as they are a
little rusty!

Pictures: Peter Eggleston/I.A.Recordings, 1999

Meadow Pit Memorial Gardens
On the night of January 2nd 1810, the Meadow Pit, Madeley,
caught fire, with 13 men and 8 ponies underground, all
managed to surface without injury. However the following
morning 4 men descended to assess the damage, but were
overcome by fumes.

Meadow Pit, (worked between 1808 and 1920) was at the
highest point in the area, it was also the deepest in Madeley.

Alan Phillips, a  resident of  Madeley has created the
Meadow Pit Memorial Gardens alongside the site of the old
mine. As this issue of ‘Below’ was being completed news
cam in that  Telford & Wrekin Council will allow him to
purchase a further section of land adjacent  to his current
garden, at Meadow Cottages  allowing the erection of a
greenhouse and shed.

Alan is now on the look-out for “mining item” to be situated
in the Memorial Gardens. Can the Shropshire Mines trust
help?

You can visit the Memorial Gardens on the internet (if you
can’t get to Madeley):

www.shropshiremining.org.uk
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Odin Mine
The last pitch at the mine has suffered a collapse and the bolts
cannot now be reached. Also of you have the rigging guide
for Odin, there is an error in the guide, as there are only 2 bolts
on the handline pitch - one at the top and one mid-way.

Aggy Keys - Address Change
Lynne and  Charles Bailey, key holders for Aggy, and
Secretary of the Mynydd Llangatwg CMAC have moved.
Their new address is:

Hafod, Swyn-y-Dwr, Dardy,
Crickhowell, Powys NP8 1PU.
Tel: 01873 810969.
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The Wenlock Branch: Wellington to Craven Arms

Book Reviews by
Ivor Brown

by Ken Jones, published in the
Oakwood Library of Railway History
series, Oakwood Press, Usk, Mon.. NP5
1YS, 1998. Price £19.95

This book, A5 format, 256 pages and
over 230 photos, maps and plans, is the
first major work of Club Member Ken
Jones of Little Wenlock. Ken’s father
was a railway signalman on the branch
from 1919 to 1960 and Ken himself joined
the railways in 1938 although he didn’t
manage to be based at Wellington until
1942, since then his absorption into the
local railway and industrial scene in the
area has been complete, and this book,
shows clearly the results of his efforts.
It is an excellent book, full of facts
descriptions, photographs and
drawings.

The book is arranged in such a way that
makes a complicated story clear and
concise, the chapters commencing with
the history of local transport including
tramways, the organisation and building
of the line, the route described, its
operation, personal memories and
people of the line, its decline and its rise
again, in part, through the work of the
Horsehay Railway Trust.

It is not the story of one line but two,
both aiming to serve the local mineral
industries. The main line from
Wellington through Ketley, Lightmoor
and Buildwas and beyond to Much
Wenlock and Craven Arms served
mainly the ironworks, brick and tile
works and the limestone quarries on

Wenlock Edge. A shorter line, the
Madeley Branch connected with this, it
left the Shrewsbury and Birmingham
line near Shifnal, served Kemberton
Colliery and the Madeley Court, joined
with the Wenlock Branch at Lightmoor
and there both connected with the once
important Buildwas junction with the
Severn Valley Railway.

As the years progressed it was this
mineral traffic, which, given a boost by
the construction of Buildwas Power
Station kept much of the line open until
the 1960s and part of it to the present
day.

Many mine and quarry histories are
told as the book unfolds, some of it
amazing - for example how could it have
taken 6 years to get a siding into
Kemberton Colliery and even then
engines were banned from the colliery
lines throughout its life. All work on the
colliery was done by rope haulage, horse
haulage or gravity once the wagons
had been pushed over the boundary.

It is a book well worth having for its
mineral and industrial interest, but a few
small slips have crept in - for example in
the description of the journey from
Wellington to Lightmoor it says
Lightmoor Works is on the left - it is on
the right and the pre 1920 Rough Park
Golf course was on the right not the left
(page 81). However this should not
detract from having confidence in the
book - it is a truly marvellous piece of
work.

The Severn Valley Railway
A view from the past

by Michael Vanns (of the Ironbridge
Gorge Museum), published by Ian Allan
Publishing, 1998. Price £15.99

In many ways of similar format, style
and content to the above, but much
shorter, only 96 pages. The photos are
excellently reproduced and some date
to the Mid 19th Century. The Severn
Valley Railway was intended as more of
an agricultural and passenger line then
the Wenlock Branch, but it does contain
some interesting information and
photographs of the south Shropshire
Collieries; Highley, Alverley, Kinlet and
Billingsley and one interesting picture
showing a horsegin at work by the level
crossing in the Jackfield clay district*.

It is well worth having to complete the
county’s railway story. When is
someone going to do a book on the
‘Dodger’ Line to Coalport?

(* This horsegin was at Doughty’s Gin
Pit which closed prior to 1902 {it was on
the 1902 abandonment plans}, it was
operated by the local brick and tile
maker John Doughty & Son. The pit
was replaced by Alder’s Meadow Pit,
further up the hill which was deeper and
steam wound. This mine closed on the
9th March 1940 and the engine
scrapped c1945, although parts of it
could still be found, scattered around
the site until 1984 when the shafts were
filled and the pit area landscaped. (See
Twelve Mines in the Broseley Area,
A.J.Mugridge)

Some Mines in the Madeley Area, Volume1
The first of a set of three volumes to be
produced on mines in the Madeley area
by A.J.Mugridge. This 30 page, A5,
saddle stitch booklet, brings together
information from various sources, other
publications, on-site observations, and
old miners memories. This volume
covers Styches, Brick-kiln Leasows,
Meadow Pit and Madeley Court
Collieries.

Although well thought-out, there is a
tendency to jump to conclusions,
making  a possibility a reality. Often

recent publications have been
overlooked, for example the author
writes of a three mile tramway from
Brick-kiln Leasows to Bedlam being
used - but was it? Why not the direct
route from the Leasow to Bedlam via
Woodlands and Madeley Green Tunnel
(see recent issues of ‘Below’) only about
one mile. It is also doubtful whether
some parts of the 3 mile tramway had
been constructed before Bedlam
Furnaces closed.

The volume is well worth getting for its

simplicity of approach and its very
reasonable price of £2.50.

Note:
Volume  2 is expected to cover  Blists Hill
and The Lloyds and Volume 3 The
Madeley Wood Colliery.

Copies of all books reviewed
in ‘Below’ can be obtained/

ordered from Mike Moore at
Club Meetings.
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Books, Videos, Places & Events

e-mail: info@iarecordings.org or visit their web site at:
http://www.iarecordings.org/

Mining Videos
(available from the Club)

If you are interested in doing a bit of
armchair mine exploration the following
videos, produced by I.A.Recordings
with help from Club members, may be of
interest to you.

A Tour of Clive Copper Mine
£14.95
A comprehensive guided tour of Clive,
with Edwin Thorpe acting the
‘experienced’ expert and Kelvin Lake
the ‘novice’. The tour covers both the
upper and lower levels, plus the
Northern stope (the access to which is
now a bit dodgey).

Clive Rescue Practice, £9.95
An action packed ‘head banging’
record of a Club rescue practice,
featuring the ‘infamous’ maypole winze
traverse!

Snailbeach, £14.95
The rise and fall of Snailbeach, once
renowned as the “richest per acre of
ground in Europe”, is traced in this
production through the use of historic
photographs, animated plans and
sections, and unique underground
video footage.

Glengowla, £6.58
A tour around this amazing mineral rich
lead mine in Ireland, complete with
commentary and diagrams. [12 mins.]

Collections from the Archives
The following tapes contain almost all
the footage recorded at the given mine,
and are intended as a resource base, not
a finished production:

C.15:Dudley Tunnel ’88 to ’89, £14.10
C.18:Donisthorpe Colliery, £11.75
C.20a:Snailbeach - Final Frontier, £9.87
C.23: Bagworth Colliery, £11.75
C.28: Morse’s Level, £9.87
C.29: SCMC in Cornwall, £16.45
C.32: SCMC in Ireland, £14.10
C.37: Dudley Tunnel - Wrens Nest East

Mine. Local historians have often
talked about ‘Step Pit’ an access
shaft to the East Mine underground
canal basin and caverns that was
reputed to have a spiral staircase,
recent stabilisation work has
uncovered fragments of the
saircase, plus allowed an interesting
insight to the canal and mines in this
area. £9.87

C.41: Hem Heath Winders, £9.87

For more details about videos contact:
I.A.Recordings, PO Box 476, Telford, TF8 7RH

‘The History of Halkyn
Mountain’

A5 format, 240 pages with 40 maps/
illustrations.

The first 75 pages are devoted to a
detailed history of lead-mining in the
parishes of Halkyn and Rhosesmor on
Halkyn Mountain, particularly from the
early seventeenth century to recent
times. There is then a chapter on
quarrying. The remainder of the book
concentrates on the communities that
grew as a result of this mining activity,
together with institutions such as
schools, churches, societies and so on.

The book is available, at £7 (add 25p
extra for postage) from:
Bryn Ellis,
1 Old Hall Cottages,Halkyn,
Holywell, Flintshire. CH8 8BT

e-mail: Bryn@helygain.freeserve.co.uk

‘Coal Mining in
Lunesdale’

by Philip J Hudson BA(OU).,
BEd(Hons), M.Phil.

A new publication, exploring the history
of coal mining from 16th to 19th
centuries. It delves into one aspect of
industrial history in this area of the
north-west Lancashire and Yorkshire
borders that has never been published
before. This book is the result of over
ten years research and study and will,
hopefully, stand up as the definitive
work on this topic.

ISBN 0 9533643 0 5.
A5, laminated softback, 320pp, over  60
b&w photos, 50 maps and diagrams,
index, comprehensive footnotes and
bibliography. Publication price of £15.

Available from:

Hudson History, Procter House,
Kirkgate, Settle, N.Yorks. BD24 9DZ

e-mail    hudson-history@daelnet.co.uk

http://www.users.daelnet.co.uk/
hudson-history/index.html

(or Mike Moore)

‘Hafodlas Slate Quarry’
by Griff R Jones 1999, 209 pp 58 plates,
37 drawings.

This is a fine example of Industrial
Archaeological  research. A group of
five dedicated enthusiasts spent 7,500
man hours over a period of four years
investigating this little known slate
quarry.

The entire quarry was densely covered
with undergrowth and heavily wooded.
But like an Inca Temple in a Peruvian
jungle, the remains of a slate mill poked
through the foliage.

This book describes their findings, a
unique slate quarry that employed
labour saving techniques years ahead
of the neighbouring quarries.  Also
included   is a  thorough  in-depth
archival research bringing to life, the
story of the owners and workers.
Softback, £16.00

Note:
All books mentioned here are
available from Mike Moore at
Club meetings  - and you may

even get a discount!
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For organised Club trips please refer to
the Monthly Meets lists.

4th April, Columns Open Day, Ogof
Ffynon Ddu.

2nd May: Columns Open Day, Ogof
Ffynnon Ddu.

15th-16th May: Underground
Photographer & CREG Sprin Field Meet,
Yorkshire Dales. Contact: R.Rushton,
18 Long Meadows, Skipton, North
Yorkshire, BD23 1BH

22nd-23rd May SCMC Snailbeach
Stretcher winch.

30th May: Columns Open Day, Ogof
Ffynnon Ddu.

24th-26th July: SCMC Cornwall trip

28th-30th August: Onslow Steam Fair.

29th August: Columns Open Day, Ogof
Ffynnon Ddu.

10th-12th Sept.: BCRA Hidden Earth
Conference, Leeds Unversity, West
Yorkshire.

24th-27th Sept.: NAMHO Conference,
in the Forest of Dean.

1st-4th Nov.:First European Cave
Rescue Symposium, Goppingen,
Germany.

 “New tackle officer cleans up”

Diary Dates ’99Club Officers

“green Leds on a bagindicates static rope”

45

The new tackle officer is really
keen.....

.. never seen the kit so clean,
..... but I do wish ........

“put dirty rope in thebags with red flashingLeds”

.. he wouldn’t starch and iron the
ropes!

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

President: Alan Taylor

Chairman: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Tom West

Secretary:  John Priest
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Bob Taylor

Tackle Officer: Andy Harris

Training Officer:
Steve Holding

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Conservation Officer:
Nick Southwick

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Assistant Secretary:
Eileen Bowen

Rescue Officer:
Role undertaken by the Rescue
Wardens: Neal Rushton, Steve Holding,
Alan Robinson, Andy Yapp

‘Below’ Editor: Kelvin Lake
e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk


