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Mike James
I am sad to report that a Club 
Founder member, Joseph 
Michael James - Mike, passed 
away on the 5th March 2016. 

As one of the founder members 
Mike was very active in the 
1960s and early 70s in pushing 
various caves and mines around 
the country.

He was often the first to 
descend a pitch, and the last to 
come up.

A funeral service for Mike 
was held at St. Chad’s Church, 
Kynnersley on the 18th March.
If you would like to make a 
donation in Mike’s name his 

family have asked for donations to be made 
to St. Chad’s Church and Severn Hospice.

See page 17 for more from David Adams.

Mike James leading the way down Knotlow 
Shaft, Derbyshire in 1964. 

The Tratman Award
Club members who attend “Hidden 
Earth” and/or read Descent magazine 
will be aware of the prestigious 
“Tratman Award” which has been 
awarded annually since 1979 
to a caving-related paper-based 
publication in memory of E.K. 
Tratman, who died in 1978.

It covers books, journals and 
articles published in a calendar year 
and is administered by the Ghar 
Parau Foundation, but judged by 
independent cavers; for 2015 these 
were Joe Duxbury, Ric Halliwell, 
Chris Howes, Alan Jeffreys and 
Martin Mills (though other opinions 
were also sought).

In 2014, the Club were honoured 
when the proceedings of the 
NAMHO 2011 conference, “50 Years 
of Mine Exploration” made it to the 
shortlist of citations.

This year, another Club publication 
has made the shortlist of the Tratman 
Award 2015 Citations - Account 29 
“Aerial Ropeways of Shropshire” by 
Michael Shaw, David Poyner and 
Robert Evans.

In the words of the judges:

 “Another high-quality account 
from the Shropshire Caving and 
Mining Club; while the title 
might suggest a dry, obscure 
publication, it is eminently 
readable by any enthusiast.”

After much discussion, made vastly 
more difficult by the high number of 

excellent publications considered, 
the Tratman Award for 2015 goes to 
Marion Dowd for “The Archaeology 
of Caves in Ireland”. Congratulations 
are due for her outstanding work 
‘from which the sun shines’ to quote 
one judge, who also suggested that 
it ‘should act as a model for similar 
regional books in Ireland, the UK 
- and indeed Europe’, a sentiment 
backed by the other judges.

The remaining works are all highly 
commended, in itself a prestigious 
achievement. The award is a piece 
of original artwork by Mark ‘Gonzo’ 
Lumley, which will be presented to 
Marion at EuroSpeleo 2016.

Chris Howes on behalf of the judges
(with additions by the Editor)

The Archaeology of Caves in Ireland, 
by Marion Dowd, Oxbow Books.
ISBN: 978-1782978138
Hardback: £35 to £50 - internet prices
Kindle: £24
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News Round-Up 1
Ivor Brown

Local Exhibitions
Two recent exhibitions have shown 
the activities of local mining 
companies in the 19th Century.

1.  At the Tile Works, Jackfield the 
operations of the clay and tile 
manufacturers were explained. 
Including two tile featuring 
cheeky little mine workers made 
by Craven Dunhill (see figures 1 
and 2).

2. “The Great Exhibition of 1851” 
is explored at the Coalbrookdale 
Museum (runs until February 
2017). At the Great Exhibition 
the products of such local mining 
companies as the Lilleshall 
Company, Edge & Sons, and the 
clay companies were on display.

Talk
The writer recently gave a talk 
comparing the clay industries of 
Shropshire and West Yorkshire - 
there were many similarities, both 
had their small mines, flanged 
railways, Hoffman kilns and Bee-
hive ovens (see figures 3 and 4).

A short DVD made by Peter 
Eggleston and I.A.Recordings was 
the highlight of the event and was 
much appreciated by all.

Artesian Water in Telford
In 1974 the Admaston area was rural, 
as yet undeveloped by TDC. The 
writer was asked to determine the 
ground conditions for the planners. 

He brought in a portable rig and 
drilled through soil, subsoil, sand and 
gravel, clay then - ‘whoosh’ - and 
a jet of water came up! Attempts to 
stop it by filling the hole with large 
rocks, rafts of concrete all failed. 
With difficulty a chimney was built, 
higher and higher! Eventually at 
about 10ft. the jet of water stopped. 

The head of pressure of the artesian 
water had been reached. The picture 
(below) shows the surprise of the 
landowner at the new sculpture in his 
field. Does this chimney remain in 
someone’s garden today?

Above: Miner by a mine tub with penny 
wheels outside Springfield No.1 Fireclay 
mine, Shibden near Halifax, 1977.

Left: Peter Eggleston in a truck outside 
No.2 mine, 2006.

All pictures:
I.J.Brown Collection

Mining tiles made by Craven Dunhill in the Jackfield Tile Museum, Jackfield, 
Shropshire.        (I.J.Brown Collection)

Right: The Hoffman kiln 
at Donnington brickworks, 
Telford, c1968.

Left: Doseley Pipeworks, 
Telford, c1970.
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Pitchcroft Report - February, March and May 2016
David Adams

21st February 2016
The party were: - Peter Eggleston, 
Kelvin Lake, David Adams, Steve 
Holding, Mike Moore, David Poyner 
and Ian Cooper.

One of the main interests left with 
regard to the pumping engine 
house basement was the possible 
exploration of the two 50cm 
diameter culverts emanating from the 
‘apsidal’ structure in the southeast 
corner. Somewhat jokingly it had 
been suggested that we needed 
a young, thin, agile, and willing 
member to investigate or failing that 
a camera on tracks as used to explore 
the very small passages leading 
upward out of the king’s chamber in 
the great pyramid at Giza.

Amazingly Peter Eggleston and I.A. 
Recordings came up with the goods, 
a multi-directional camera mounted 
on a small model radio controlled 
tank. This was first despatched at 
the end of long cable leading from 
a small windlass into the culvert 
heading North-north-east.

The system worked perfectly 
the camera being able to give an 
all round view of the brick lined 
passage, however part way in it 
was stopped by an obstruction, a 
broken brick or stone. This was 
eventually circumnavigated and a 
blockage or roof fall was seen at 
about six metres, after which the tank 
was winched back. On recovery it 
was found that its very light tracks 
were clogged with clay, severely 
reducing its traction. These were 
cleaned before commencing the next 
operation, which was to explore the 
southern bound culvert.

Once again it worked well but five 
metres in the culvert appeared to be 
semi blocked by a mound of clay 
and stones, this could emanate from 
a roof fall caused by our own digger 
while excavating around the brick 
pillar above. In any case this culvert 
must cross the line of the deep 
trench put in to connect the field 
drainage chamber to Twin Dog Shaft 
in 1996. Following MineCam, and 
Nauticam, this system is to be known 

as ‘Ratcam’. Nevertheless another 
extension of the Club’s expertise had 
been proved and can be improved 
upon.  (A remote controlled camera 
mounted model bulldozer perhaps?)

Attention was then drawn back to 
the excavation of the iron box within 
the confined space of the horseshoe 

Below: Peter Eggleston cleaning the “RatCam” after it explored the culvert 
that heads north-east in the corner of the pumping engine house.

All pictures: Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings

Above: Peter Eggleston monitoring 
the progress of the “RatCam” as it 
moves along the culvert.

Above: The “RatCam”, ready to be deployed up the North-east culvert.
Below, right: The “RatCam” heading along the culvert.

shaped chamber by Water shaft. Due 
to the depth, on the previous dig 
excavations had been quite difficult, 
but this time things were helped by 
a bucket and rope system for the 
removal of spoil. Although the box 
was still not bottomed the side was 
traced almost to the entrance to the 
window in the side of the shaft.
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On further examination the end plate 
near this window was found to have 
a round 13cm(?) hole facing the 
window. Trowelling along the foot 
of the small chamber, the brickwork 
revealed no sign of any proper 
foundations, or even a hole near the 
shaft which had to be examined by 
torchlight.

During the day a small party of 
sightseers from Donnington were 
shown around the excavations and 
seemed quite impressed with our 
work. An interesting day.

20th March 2016
The party were: - Steve Holding, 
Peter Eggleston, David Adams, 
David Poyner and Kelvin Lake. 

No digger being available attention 
was focussed on continuing the hand 
investigation of the iron box or tank 
within the horseshoe chamber. This 
was commenced by Steve Holding 
aided by Peter Eggleston to remove 
the spoil as previously by a bucket 
and rope system.

The tank was found partly water 
filled which had to be likewise 
bucketed out.  Later Steve was 
relieved by David Poyner. Towards 
the end of the day the depth of the 
tank had reached 5ft (1.5m) and 18ft 
(5.5m) below the shaft cover with 
still with no sign of the bottom.
Attention was then turned again to 
the semi chamber below the spoil 
mound at the end of the curved 
culvert to continue the investigation 
commenced in early 2014. Here 
David concentrated on examining the 
stratification of the infill with Peter 
again removing the spoil by bucket. 

Using Peter’s earth auger next to 
the vague semblance of a brick floor 
he found a substantial area filled 
with ash, and broken bricks (from a 
demolished structure?) This had been 
overlain with clay from the mound 
and might have given some evidence 
for a chimney except there are no 
signs of there having been proper 
foundations for the structure, and 
the surviving brickwork does not fit. 
Possibly there was a structure here 

Pitchcroft Report - February, March and May 2016
Continued ...

that was later demolished during the 
life of the mine and then buried in 
the spoil.

So far we have found no signs of the 
boiler house that would be needed 
to serve what must have been a 
pretty massive engine. Possibly an 
earlier boiler house near this site was 
demolished in favour of a later one? 

There are the enigmatic remains of 
a semi circular stone structure at 
the other end of the curved culvert 
excavated in October 2011, which 
we have long thought might be the 
remains of a chimney base. Ideally 
it would be best to partially fill in 
the curved culvert and dig the area 
between it and the shaft, but that 
would mean the removal of a large 
mound of our excavation spoil 
presently occupying the site. 

The whole site remains enigmatic, 
but more may be learned by filling 
in the engine house base, now 
fully recorded, and further deep 
investigating below the present 
excavation spoil banks, but that will 
have to wait until the next season, 
it having been decided to retain the 
base floor open until at least after a 
visit by the Association of Industrial 
Archaeologists in September.

Kelvin Lake arrived at the end of the 
day to take proper photographs of 
the iron tank excavation with David 
Adams standing by.

15th May 2016
This gathering was simply to tidy 
up the site after the winter, and for 
the observation of any visitors who 
might wish to see the site in the 
summer, also bearing in mind the 
visit of the Association of Industrial 
Archaeologists on 11th September 
although it will be necessary to have 
a further clearing of accumulated 
natural debris a week or so before.
Quantities of soil and bricks etc 
which had fallen or been deposited 
on the excavated floor of the 
pumping engine house were removed 
to one corner beneath the tree and the 
floor swept clean by Peter Eggleston 

Peter Eggleston excavating the 
iron box structure between the bob 
wall (bottom) and the shaft (top 
of picture). Could it possibly be a 
condensor pit or condensor box?

& David Adams watched by Edwin 
Thorpe and Mike Moore. The iron 
tank found previously was full of 
water, and in reality there was little 
more the party could do.

In the afternoon joined by Kelvin 
Lake the party made a short visit 
to the Limekiln Wood at Lilleshall, 
but found no change with regard 
to the sinkhole on the edge of the 
old tramway, presumably into an 
old communication tunnel, which 
was still surrounded by Council 
barricades, the services of ‘Minecam’ 
had been offered to the Council but 
not taken up.

The party then undertook a further 
examination of the ‘well’ or 
underground cavity behind the house 
‘Laneside’, once the Red Lion pub 
near the church in Lilleshall village 
for the owner Mrs Helen Gibson. 
‘Nauticam’ was lowered into the 
shaft and into the water, the cavity 
proving to be 9½ metres or 31 feet 
deep. Below the brickwork and 
wooden beams, which presumably 
held a floor there appeared to be a 
large rock cavity with loose fallen 
rocks. DVD’s will be produced 
which will enable a more careful 
appreciation of what can be seen.
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The Great Telford Opencast Site in the 1970s, part 2
Ivor J Brown

Ketley Grange and 
Lawley Opencast Sites
The first two combined opencast/ 
land reclamation sites to be operated 
were both relatively small, free 
standing areas of previously heavily 
mined ground. No highway closures 
were necessary for either site 
although Lawley site did include a 
length of disused standard gauge 
railway between Lawley Tunnel and 
Lawley ‘Halt’.

As it was not intended to develop 
these sites for at least 10 years 
(except for the length of the 
proposed motorway over the Ketley 
site) no mechanical compaction was 
considered necessary. See page 14, 
Below 2016.1 for a map showing the 
location of these sites, and figure 1 
(right).

Ketley Site
This site was worked between 1970 
and 1975 producing some 163,000 
tons of coal and 32,000 tons of 
fireclay. Before opencasting the 
whole area of 19ha was affected by 
shallow mine workings and 8.5ha of 
it was covered by spoil deposits.

There were 20 recorded mineshafts 
on site and in fact during opencasting 
21 shafts were plugged at the lowest 
level worked, 2 at the site perimeter 
were fenced and many others 
were “bottomed” or completely 
excavated. It was estimated that the 
site contained about 50% more shafts 
than were recorded, a situation which 
was found to exist on all sites during 
later operations.

During the operation 1.3 million 
cu.m. of overburden were removed 
(at an overburden/solid coal ratio 
of 11:1) and the maximum depth 
reached was 30m. One feature of 
this site was that many of the old 
workings, particularly in the Double 
Coal, remained open even at shallow 
depths and it was possible to walk 
from the bottom of the excavation 
into the workings under adjoining 
lands.

Lawley Site
(completed 1975)

M54 Wellington Bypass
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Telford Site Working Proposals 1974 - 1979

N.C.B. Old Park Opencast / Reclamation Scheme
Land Release Dates

Area 1  : 5th May 1976.
Area 2  : 12th June 1976
Area 3  : 31st October 1976
Area 4  : 1st December 1976
Area 5  : 1st January 1977
Area 6  : 1st May 1977
Area 7  : 1st August 1977
Area 8  : 1st December 1977
Area 9  : 1st February 1978
Area 10: 1st May 1978
Area 11: 1st May 1978

Three different conditions of 
reinstatement were necessary on 
this site in view of the after use 
proposals; a 0.4km long section of 
the proposed M54 motorway, an area 
for housing and an open space area.

The standard of backfillings and 
compaction were as follows:

i)  The Wellington By-Pass (M54) 
and the areas supporting the 
batters formed a central corridor 
where the Midland Road 
Construction Unit compaction 
standards had to be obtained. This 
consisted of placing material as 
soon after excavation as possible 
and in layers of a thickness 
dependent on compaction plant 
used. 

Ketley Opencast Coal Site (operated by Parkinsons). Old waste tips on 
contorted strata, coal exposed and loading taking place, 1973. 

(I.J.Brown Collection)

Figure 1
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The Great Telford Opencast Site in the 1970s, part 2
Continued ...

Strata Section through the
Coalbrookdale Coalfield

(Showing seams of coal
and clay normally worked)
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 This varied from 0.127m layers, 
with eight passes of a smooth 
wheeled roller for cohesive soils, 
to 0.457m layers with four passes 
of a 12-ton pneumatic tyred roller.

 Embankments were built up 
evenly over the whole width or in 
widths of not less than 13m and 
provided with specified surface 
drainage to prevent deterioration. 
The highway was partly in 
cutting and partly at ground 
level but noise baffle mounds 
were constructed to reduce 
environmental problems and the 
future housing estates.

ii) North of the motorway corridor 
housing development was 
proposed after a 10-year lapse. 
Layer placing (as distinct from 
end-tipping) was required, no 
layer to exceed 0.60m. The 
backfill was to be spread by 
tractor, scraper or dozer and not 
by draglines. Over-compaction 
by mobile plant was also to be 
avoided.

iii) South of the motorway corridor 
there was an area proposed for 
open space, here no-special 
treatment was required other than 
agricultural type reinstatement 
using layer-placing.

Lawley Opencast Site
This site was worked between 1975 
and 1975. The site was of 45.7ha 
and included 11ha of spoil mounds, 
33.6ha of known shallow mined 
ground, 2.8ha of former opencast site 
of uncontrolled backfill standard, 0.8 
km length, of disused railway and a 
railway ‘Halt’ or station.

There were also 39 recorded shafts 
and 4 structures as well as several 
areas of flooded, subsided ground. 
The overburden/solid coal ratio was 
about 14:1 and 3.4 million cu. m. of 
overburden was to be removed.

During working about 300,000 tons 
of coal and 13,000 tons of fireclay 
were obtained. The full sequence of 
seams, (see Fig. 2, right) vertically 

Figure 2
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over 75m  from Fungus to the Little 
Flint coal seams were taken although 
the excavation depth never exceeded  
43m. This was possible because 
the site worked into a hillside and 
‘stepped up’ from a lower series to 
a higher series in the Productive 
Measure sequence each time the 
maximum depth was reached.

Several problems were experienced 
on the site, including severe faulting, 
seam dips up to 45o and a number 
of covered but completely unfilled 
shafts. In addition exploratory 
drilling had shown that the 
Pennystone Ironstone Shales beneath 
the Big Flint Rock had old working 
voids up to 3.6m high in it and this 

The Great Telford Opencast Site in the 1970s, part 2
Continued ...

Lawley Opencast Coal Site 
operated by Murphy Bros. 
Coal being loaded from steeply 
dipping coal seams, 1975.

(I.J.Brown Collection)

rock was to form, over a substantial 
area, the base of excavation. The 
reinstatement was designed to ensure 
an adequate backfill cover over 
these areas. Although fractures were 
present in the rock it was considered 
to be competent and thick enough to 
support all the operations envisaged 
above it.

The site was reinstated to two 
backfill standards, a central corridor 
was to form a half-mile long 
embankment, up to 15m high, for 
the proposed Western Primary Road 
together with slip roads. The whole 
backfilled area under this road and 
supporting batters was compacted 
using 3 vibro-rollers to Department 

of Environment Specification 
involving about 306,000 cu. m. of 
material.

Other parts of the site were planned 
for housing and schools, to be 
constructed up to 10 years after site 
completion, so that controlled layer 
placing with restrictions as described 
for Ketley Grange was considered 
sufficient.

The preparation for the road and 
regrading of the rest of the site 
was calculated to have saved the 
Corporation about £1 million (1973 
values) irrespective of any other mine 
shaft or shallow working treatment 
that would have been necessary.

Exposed pillar and stall 
workings, 1976, in the Old Park 
Opencast Coal Site.

(I.J.Brown Collection)
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The Great Telford Opencast Site in the 1970s,
Archaeological Findings (All Sites), Ivor J Brown 

All sites were known to the writer well before working 
began, he had travelled Clares Lane on cycle on the way 
to Secondary School from about 1950. He had also led 
many walks in the area in the late 1950s as well as being 
a frequent visitor at the surviving pits in the area.

Basically the area appeared semi-derelict with numerous 
flat-topped mounds, meandering tracks, isolated pockets 
of old cottages, a few “colliery-rows” and many boggy 
areas.

There were no brick engine houses visible, but many 
horse gin circles and winch remains and the occasional 
remnants of timber headframes. Corrugated sheet 
buildings from many periods also remained. However as 
far as the writer is aware, there had been no attempt to 
survey the industrial remains of the area.

Mineral working maps in the possession of the NCB 
showed that all sites had been heavily worked from at 
least the 18th Century. A plan of the Clod Coal seam 
workings drawn up in the 1960s for example, just has the 
inscription “worked prior to 1840” on it. But it is known 
that at least two nationalised collieries in 1947 included 
part of the sites in their official take areas, these were:

1. Wrekin Colliery, based on Princes End Pit (SJ 682 
090) employing 56 men, producing 10,000 tons in 
1947, manager W.Lee, closed 1948.

2. Harris’s Old Park Colliery, based on Harris’ Pit (SJ 
685 088). Employing 11 men, producing 3,500 tons in 
1947, manager E.Harris, closed 1948.1

Many shaft positions were clearly visible either as 
“run-ins”, usually on top of the pit mound, indicating 
operation by horse gin or winch, or as bramble patches 
surrounded by broken fencing. Most appeared to have 
been covered, but when and with what? These would be 
dealt with during opencasting.

Soil and subsoil stripping with tractor-scrapers was not 
easy as much of the land was boggy, spoil covered or the 
soils had already been lost. Bullrushes, peat and other 
“unsuitable” constructional material was also a problem - 
some of this had to be disposed of in “cells” off site.

Typical flat-topped ironstone waste tips between Old Park 
and Dawley, October 1964. SCMC member H.W.Williams 
is the small figure to the left of the bush on the tramway.

Remains of the Baptist Lane horse gin circle, 1963.
(All pictures: I.J.Brown Collection)

Below: Stripping marshy soils in Old Park Opencast 
Coal Site, c1974. The dozer (left) is pushing a jack-knifed 
scraper box.

Concrete plugged shaft, Old Park Opencast site, 1976.

Below: Exposed square wood lined shaft in Old Park 
Opencast coal site, 1976
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Overburden stripping was the most 
interesting time for this was when the 
problems of shafts and old workings 
became apparent.

Some of the shafts were found to 
be empty or with standing water, 
some were round, while others were 
square, some were lined with brick 
or had been, and appeared to have 
been stripped on closure. There were 
even some that had been lined with 
timber (which still survived in a few 
cases). A few of the shafts were cut 
through solid rock and unlined and 
others went below the level of the 
deepest opencast working and had to 
be capped or plugged. 

Once the overburden had been 
removed and the seam of coal had 
been exposed it had to be cleaned, 
both by removing debris on top 
and from the old workings, where 
present.

This was done by using mechanical 
brushes and excavators as well 
as manual brooms, shovels and 
wheelbarrows.

Surprisingly the writer never saw any 
of the “conventional” hand-bell type 
bell pits (although some have been 
seen on other sites). Probably this 
was because Shropshire seams tend 
to be thin (2-3 ft.) with poor roof 
materials. Shallow shafts as seen 
tended to lead to narrow heading 
workings, then to pillar and stall 
operations. Some longwall workings 
could also be identified 2. 

Open workings were frequently 
found especially where they 
extended into the highwall and 

The Great Telford Opencast Site in the 1970s,
Archaeological Findings (All Sites), Continued ...

Above: Exposed unfilled bricklined 
shaft Old Park Opencast Site,1976.

Left: Exposed brick lined shaft in 
Clares Lane Opencast coal site, 
c1974.

beyond the site. Access to these 
workings was always forbidden and 
they were sealed at the entrance as 
soon as possible. Roof supports seen 
were often of virgin coal or even 
hand built packs using lumps of coal 
or rock, occasionally timbers were 
found.

Unfortunately these were never 
dated but at the time archaeologists 
believed that timber did not survive 
more than 200 years in coal mines 
(now known to be incorrect 3).

References
1.  Brown I.J. “Some small mines 

of the Coalbrookdale Coalfield, 
1950-1970”. SCMC Journal No.7 
1999/2000.

2.  Brown I.J. “Coal Mining Landscapes 
- Underground”. Mining in the 
Landscape, NAMHO Conference 
2006 Proceedings.

3.  Hartley R.F. “Lounge Site Revisited 
- Medieval Mining Landscape”. 
Mining in the Landscape, NAMHO 
Conference 2006 Proceedings.

to be continued ...

Hand cleaning/manual cleaning of coal seams in Old Park 
Opencast coal site, 1976.

Exposed pillar and stall workings in the Old Park 
Opencast Coal Site, 1976.  (All pictures: I.J.Brown Collection)

Right: Hand cleaning 
of coal seams before 
loading in Lawley 
Opencast coal site 
(operated by Murphy 
Bros.), 1975.
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SCMC Trip Reports
Steve Holding

February 2016
Wednesday 3rd - SRT Training at 
Snailbeach for Andrew Fusek Peters 
with Steve Holding and Andy Wood. 
Andy Harris carried out rigging on 
the Classic Route (two ropes now put 
on the top pitch).

Wednesday 10th – SRT training 
at Snailbeach for Andrew Fusek 
Peters with Mike Davies and Steve 
Holding.

Saturday 13th – Trip to the 
Snailbeach 90 Yard Level involving 
Julian Bromhead, Ian Cooper, Steve 
Holding, Evan Kinsley, Joe North, 
Alan and Vicky Robinson. The water 
level on the 112 yard level was 
measured as being approximately 45’ 
below the 90 Yard Level – the area 
of Black Tom shaft was reached in 
one direction – the 40’ winze was 
reached on the inbye direction and 
there was a distinct breeze from that 
direction. The pitch down from the 
40 yard level was VERY wet!

Wednesday 17th – Andy Harris, 
Steve Holding and Andy Wood 
visited the Snailbeach 40 Yard 
Level and continued work on the 
alternative lower part of the ‘Scenic 
Route’ – blunting of the drill bit 
limited progress.

Saturday 20th – Trip to Clive mine 
with Ian Cooper, Evan Kinsley doing 
the lower round trip in one direction 
while Chris Andrews, Joe North and 
Andy Wood did the round trip in the 
other direction. Steven Henshall, 
Steve Holding and Nick Southwick 
visited the upper level of the mine 
while Kelvin Lake was taking 
photographs on the upper level.

Sunday 21st - Pitchcroft dig, see 
report on pages 3 & 4.

March 2016
Wednesday 2nd  - Burgam Mine: 
Julian Bromhead, Steve Holding, 
Richard Silk, Andy Wood and Mike 
Worsfold visited the mine levels and 
shafts close to the road. The levels 
were entered and shafts identified for 
possible future visit.

Wednesday 9th  - Snailbeach 
Mine – Mike Davies, Steve Holding 
and Andy Wood descended to the 
Forty Yard Level and continued 
bolting for the alternative bottom of 
the ‘Scenic Route’.

Wednesday 16th – SRT training 
for Adrian Champion, Lara Jones 
and Pam Davies, carried out by Steve 
Holding, Andy Wood and Mike 
Worsfold, assisted by SMT member 
John Davies.

View North along the higher level, with the slickenslides on the fault wall to 
the right.         (Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)

Entrance to 
the reinforced 
section with the 
tunnel through 
the Tarporley 
Siltstones in the 
upper level of 
Clive.

(Kelvin Lake-
I.A.Recordings)
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SCMC Trip Reports
Continued ...

Sunday 20th - Pitchcroft dig, see 
report on pages 3 & 4.

Wednesday 23rd  - Andy Wood 
and Mike Worsfold continued 
SRT training for Adrian Champion 
(SMT).

Wednesday 30th – Snailbeach 
Mine – Julian Bromhead, Stuart 
Cowper and Andy Wood had a 
round trip to the Forty Yard Level – 
descending via the ‘Scenic Route’ 
(including recent lower modification) 
and returning via the ‘Classic Route’. 
The group had entertainment on their 
way to the mine with a recycling 
truck having run off the road.

23rd March to 3rd April – 
Nenthead – see separate report on 
page 13.

April 2016
Wednesday 6th  - Eileen Bowen, 
Andy Harris, Steve Holding, 
Andy Wood and Mike Worsfold 
involved in SRT training for Adrian 
Champion, Lara Jones and Pam 
Davies.

Sunday 10th  - Alan Robinson and 
Steve Holding helped Roy Fellows 
move materials into Level Fawr 
at Cwmystwyth in preparation for 
stability work being carried out – a 
lot was achieved despite there only 
being three of us.

Subsequently, Alan and Steve carried 
out bolting and installed a rope on 
the long ladder in Level Fawr and 
improved the fixed line across the 
plank (a plank that crosses the stope 
at the top of the ladder).

Monday 11th  - Alan Robinson and 
Steve Holding visited Allt-y-Crib/
Talybont mine – descending the air 
shaft opened  by Roy Fellows and 
members of the Welsh Mines Soc.. 

A permit from the Cave Access Ltd. 
was obtained prior to the visit. A 
40m rope was found to be just right 
for the two SRT pitches (which are 
very straightforward but some rope 
protection on the second pitch is 

desirable) – the subsequent climb 
down dig supports/steps/ladders is 
quite tight but again straightforward. 
There are interesting artefacts and 
George Herrington would be proud 
of the on-going dig.

Wednesday 13th – Andy Wood, 
Idris Williams and Steve Holding 
took two members of Shropshire 
Scouts (also Direct members of 
BCA) down to the Forty Yard Level 
in Snailbeach.

Sunday 17th  - Andy Wood, 
Richard Silk and Steve Holding 
had a Snailbeach trip – Andy went 
down to the 90 Yard Level, Richard 
descended to the bottom of the long 
pitch below the 40 Yard Level but 
then ‘played safe’ and returned to the 
40 Yard Level. Steve stayed dry at 
the top of the route down to the 90 
Yard Level.

Thursday 21st  - Andy Harris, 
Steve Holding and Andy Wood 
visited Roberts Level, Snailbeach. 

Andy W and Steve placed an 
additional deviation on the second 
part of the top pitch (keeping the 

rope out of the mud) and then 
removed that rope for washing.

Andy Harris made changes to the 
hand rails on the bridge – this is to 
make it easier to slide the hand rails 
aside when carrying out training 
(Andy has hung up a dedicated allan 
key for this near the entrance).

Saturday 23rd - Andy Wood, Peter 
Eggleston, Ian Cooper, Joe North, 
Mike Clough, Julian Bromhead 
and Allan Richardson visited Ecton 
Copper Mine, led by John Barrnet, 
Graham Woodrow and Richard 
Shaw.

Initially entering Ecton Deep 
level and exiting Salts Level after 
ascending ~ 120 feet of fixed ladder. 
The afternoon had a visit to Clayton 
Mine.

Sunday 24th - Nick Southwick and 
Steve Holding visited the Somme 
Tunnel at the Bog Mine.

Wednesday 27th - Andy Harris, 
Steve Holding and Andy Wood took 
Adrian Champion (SMT) for his first 
trip to the Snailbeach Forty Yard 
Level.

Mine Gas Dog Deaths
the only conclusion that could be 
reached”.

Water from the beck had drained into 
a sinkhole, which leads down to old 
mine workings. Investigators believe 
that carbon dioxide - which builds 
up in mines - escaped from the shafts 
into the sinkholes and then up into 
the beck.

They claim the dogs must have run 
into the beck with their noses to the 
ground getting the full force of the 
carbon dioxide.

Investigators admit that the same 
thing could happen again given the 
right set of circumstances and that 
carbon dioxide could kill humans as 
well as animals.

Note: With rising water tables there 
is an increasing likelihood of this 
occurring.

Investigators studying the deaths 
of two dogs believe they died from 
carbon dioxide poisoning, as the 
gas escaped from underground mine 
workings.

The two dogs, a springer spaniel 
and a terrier, died within seconds 
if running through a dried-up beck 
between Crofton and Walton, West 
Yorkshire.

Their respective owners had to be 
taken to hospital as a precaution after 
“wheezing” following the incident.

Both dogs were taken to government 
vets for postmortem examination but 
no traces of pesticides or any other 
poisons were found in their bodies.

Investigators from the Environment 
Agency and the Farming and Rural 
Conservation Group who studied 
the dog’s deaths for three months 
said “carbon dioxide poisoning was 
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What the Papers Said - “Wellington Journal & Shrewsbury News”
Submitted by Steve Dewhirst

Explosion supposEd to havE bEEn 
causEd by opEning a lamp

On Thursday Sir. J. V. T. Lander (coroner) held an inquest 
at the Primitive Methodist Chapel, Dark Lane, touching 
the death of John Samuels, aged 59, a collier. The deceased, 
who was employed under the Lilleshall Company at the 
Stafford Pits, was accidentally burned on November 25th.
Mr. W. N. Atkinson (his Majesty’s Inspector of Mines) 
and Mr. Stokes (his assistant) were present, and Mr. N. T. 
Beech and Mr. Greene represented the Lilleshall Company.
Ann Whittington, Dark Lane, Dawley, said she was present 
when the deceased was taken home. He was then suffering 
from burns over the face, back, arms, and all over his body. 
He said it had happened in the pit, but did not say how. He 
made no complaint of anybody or anything. Dr. McCarthy 
was called in and had attended him since.
Charles Rigby, a lamp-cleaner, employed by the Lilleshall 
Company at the Stafford Pits, stated that he knew the 
deceased, and last saw him at work on the 25th November. 
Witness’s duties are to clean, light, and lock the lamps, and 
he locked the lamp the deceased had that morning. No 
one else is allowed to have the keys, but witness. Witness 
remembered giving the deceased his lamp, and he went to 
work. The next witness heard was at breakfast time the same 
morning, when some men told him that a man had got 
burned. He went to the place and then saw the lamps, and 
all were locked, including that given to deceased. Witness 
was told there had been an explosion, but could not say 
what was the cause of it. He could not say how they would 
be able to unfasten these lamps without a key. He had never 
found any lamps unlocked, and had no reason to think that 
the men tampered with these locks. If a miner wanted to 
open his lamp he would have to steal a key out of the lamp 
room. There were two loose keys there and two fast ones.
John Corbett, a fireman, employed at the Stafford Pits, 
said he saw the deceased when he came to work. It was 
the duty of witness to examine the lamp locks. Witness 
thought deceased must have done something to his lamp. 
If the lamp went out it was deceased’s duty to send it to 
the lamp station for witness to put it right again. Witness 
was satisfied the lamp was perfectly fast when deceased 
had it given to him.—Absalom Pitchford, also a fireman, 
employed at the same place, stated that he set deceased, 
on the morning of the accident, to get some coal down. 
Witness had been down previously and examined the place, 
and after he heard there had been an explosion, he went, 
in company with the under-manager, Mr. Greene, to the 
place. He was present when the lamps were examined, 
which appeared all right. Witness said there was a slackness 
of the ventilation, but he thought it was safe enough for 
the men to work. It must have been gas that caused the 
explosion. —In answer to the Inspector, witness said he was 
in this place about 4:45 that morning to examine before 
the men commenced their work, and he made a report 
of examining the workings, and finding them safe. He 

found no gas anywhere that morning.—John Churm said 
he was working with deceased, but could not account for 
the explosion. The deceased was blown and burnt all over 
his body and arms. Deceased’s lamp was afterwards found 
to be in two parts. Witness saw the deceased screwing his 
lamp on again. Witness said they were aware that the lamps 
were, dangerous. This lamp, if opened by the deceased, 
would cause the explosion. Witness was sure the deceased 
had had it undone, but how he could not say. Witness saw 
nothing more than’ usual in the ventilation that morning. 
He had never heard of lamps being unfastened in these 
pits.—James Tonks said he was working in No. 5 stall. He 
knew the deceased, who was in No. 6. Witness said he had 
his lamp given to him in the usual way. Witness said he 
felt a gush of hot wind on the Tuesday morning, and was 
rather shocked at first. He ran towards the way end, and 
returned with his mates. They saw the deceased, who had 
several marks on his face, body, and arms. Witness asked 
him what had happened, but all he said was “ James, my 
lamp”. Witness saw his lamp in two parts about a yard apart. 
Witness told Samuels at the time that he ought to have 
known better than interfere with his lamp. He admitted 
doing it, and he asked witness what he had better do, and 
witness told him to own up to the truth. He could not say 
whether he had or not.—John Greene, assistant manager, 
said the case was reported to him, and he afterwards visited 
the place to make an examination. There were no signs in 
No. 5 or 6 stall of gas, but there was gas in the air road 
leading to No. 6. When there had been an explosion they 
generally expected to find gas. He considered there was 
plenty of ventilation. The deceased unfastening his lamp 
would cause the explosion. He had endeavoured to find 
out what had caused it, but could not. He did not think 
the men were in the habit of opening their lamps. Deceased 
told witness that he could not give him any idea how the 
explosion happened.
This completed the inquiry, and the Coroner, in summing 
up, said it was a miracle something serious had not happened 
to all the other men. From the evidence the deceased had 
no doubt opened his lamp, and the evidence of Tonks 
showed clearly that the cause of the explosion was due 
to the opening of this particular lamp. He felt sure any 
suggestion the jury wished to make would be considered 
by the Lilleshall Company.
The jury in returning a verdict of “ Death from shock, the 
result of injuries accidentally received by burning”, added 
to their verdict the following rider: “That in the opinion 
of this jury the burning was caused by an explosion of gas 
in the Stafford Pits, which was brought about by the de-
ceased unfastening his lamp, and they recommend that 
the Lilleshall Company should adopt some better means 
of securing the lamps”.
Mr. Beech said the recommendation of the jury should 
be brought to the notice of Mr. Perrott, and the inquiry 
then terminated.

6th December 1906
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SCMC members: Alan & Vicky 
Robinson, Steve Holding, Paul 
Thorn and Roy Fellows, (present 
all week) and Eileen Bowen, Mike 
Worsfold and Allan Richardson, 
(present for part of the week) and 
Joe North, (present for some days). 
joined members of other clubs for 
exploration in the Alston Moor area 
between Thursday 23rd March and 
Sunday 3rd April.

Those staying at High Plains Activity 
Centre varied on different nights 
between 8 and 11 persons, with a 
total of 14 at some time over the 
week. Trips known to include SCMC 
members were:

Friday 25th.
Steve Holding with Alan & Vicky 
Robinson had a walk including 
Nenthead, Wellhopehead and 
Dowgang Hush. There was current 
substantial tree clearing above 
Dowgang Hush which might have 
destroyed the entrances to minor coal 
workings.

Saturday 26th.
Five persons, including Steve had 
a trip that involved a climb up into 
Longcleugh Vein workings, near 
Pickerings Rise, and subsequent 
descent to a sub-level that gave 
access to Barron’s Sump below the 
Smallcleugh horizon – there is a 
large structure that might be another 
engine house.

Alan & Vicky Robinson and Paul 
Thorn, plus Dave Cushing (Wealdon 
Cave & Mine Society), had a 
Smallcleugh to Capelcleugh trip, via 
the Bog Shaft high level traverse.

Sunday 27th.
Alan & Vicky, with Robert Hall and 
Emma Scheck (Wealdon Cave & 
Mine Society), visited the inner parts 
of Carrs Mine. Steve Holding and 
Allan Richardson, with others, were 
involved in maintenance work on the 
Nenthead Mill site area.

Monday 28th.
Steve Holding, Joe North with John 
‘Mole’ Hine (Royal Forest of Dean 

Caving Club), Christiane Michel 
(South Wales Caving Club ?) and 
Nick Green (Durham Cave & Mine 
Society) had a wide ranging trip 
around Smallcleugh.

Alan, Vicky, Paul and Dave Cushing 
travelled to Swaledale to visit Sir 
Francis Level.

On the Monday night, 22 persons 
assembled at the Langdon Beck Inn 
for a meal.

Tuesday 29th.
Alan, Vicky and Steve had long walk 
including Whitesyke, Nentberry 
Haggs, Blagill, Alston and back to 
High Plains. Paul plus Dave Cushing 
walked up Cross Fell from the West 
side – all encountered snow and sun!

Wednesday 30th.
Waking up to a significant covering 
of snow, all staying at High Plains 
were involved with maintenance 
work at Nenthead.

Nenthead Easter, 2016
Steve Holding

Thursday 31st.
Alan, Vicky, Andy and Steve, with 
Mole visited Middlecleugh Mine to 
examine a shaft that was difficult 
to look down – after rigging for 
better views, steam prevented good 
viewing. Alan, Vicky and Steve then 
visited Tynebottom. Eileen Bowen, 
Mike Worsfold and Joe North had 
a Smallcleugh to Rampgill trip via 
Irvings cross-cut.

Friday 1st April.
Alan, Vicky and Paul, with Dave 
Cushing, Robert Hall and Emma 
Scheck visited Grove Rake Mine. 
Eileen, Mike and Steve had a ramble 
around Smallcleugh mine.

Saturday 2nd April.
Steve and Joe North visited the 
Rampgill Vein workings and Proud 
Sump Flats (from Rampgill). Paul 
plus Dave Cushing checked out 
Brewery shaft before also visiting the 
Rampgill Vein workings.

Above: Eileen Bowen at the Ventilation Door – Smallcleugh.

Below: Mike Worsfold surveying in Incline Flats – Smallcleugh
All pictures: Steve Holding
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Coal Prospecting in Sumatra, Indonesia in 1990
Ivor Brown

With ‘retirement’ from a 40 year 
full-time mining career approaching, 
the writer decided to offer himself 
as a “volunteer executive” within 
an organisation called “British 
Executive Services Overseas”. 
In this organisation “executives” 
nearing retirement offer their 
services free to companies in 
developing countries (although 
expenses are paid by the company).

Within weeks BESO had received 
a request from a company 
based in Java (Indonesia) who 
wanted guidance on a coal-mine 
development project, and the writer 
was asked if he could go. It was 
thought the work at this stage would 
take about three weeks (half the 
writers annual leave).

The Indonesian company had 
decided to branch out into coal 
mining having given up rain-
forest timber production for 
“environmental reasons” and also 
having lost a tin-dredging contract 
due to the slump in tin prices. Their 
plan was to re-invest in “clean-coal 
production”, hauling the coal out 
of the forest in dump trucks, then 
sending it by barge or truck to a 
terminal where it could be loaded 
into bulk carriers for shipment to 
Japan or elsewhere. But first they 
had to find the coal - and so had 
taken an option on a concession 
in a forested area prospected by 
consultants some years ago. The 
writer was asked to check the 
consultants report.

The trip to the company’s office in 
Java was uneventful, but here it was 
seen from the plans that the 6 mile 
by 2 mile concession area was on 
the island of Sumatra, about 500 
miles away. This was near the city of 
Benkula - “the only city in the world 
that is still raided by man-eating 
tigers for their supper and where 
children are swallowed whole by 
pythons”.

The first few days were spent in 
desk-study and meetings discussing 
the proposals, all under the shadow 

of a large photo donated by the 
land owners showing a 25ft. thick 
exposure of coal said to mark the 
centre of the site. It had a pool of 
water in front and it was said that the 
excavation had gone down some way 
still continuing in coal.

A site visit was essential, more 
time was spent organising this, 
including flights, hire of vehicles, 
work permits, accommodation and 

materials. The party would consist 
of the writer, project manager and 
geologist of the company, and the 
agent and geologist of the mineral 
rights owners, with about 6 local 
guides/helpers.

Transport on the island would be 
by “jeep” but there would be much 
walking of paddy fields, streambeds, 
and jungle paths. The consultants’ 
geological and other plans were not 

Figure 2: 
Supposedly 
25ft. coal seam 
exposure near 
Susup Village 
(Mountain 
Bungkuk area), 
Sumatra, 1990.

I.J.Brown Collection

Figure 3: Side 
view of the coal 
seam exposure in 
fig.2. 

I.J.Brown Collection
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good and seemed out of date (1925 
dates could be seen) and further 
background information was not 
easily obtainable in Java.

Further searches in Bengula on 
Sumatra found no more maps 
or definitive information, so the 
party had to set off with what they 
already had. Three days of searching 
for outcrops by wading through 
snake-ridden streams and leach-
infected paddy fields found very few 
outcrops. It ended with the agent’s 
geologist being taken seriously ill 
after he fell off a bamboo-pole bridge 
and was badly bitten by leaches 
which had to be burned off him.

No boundary or borehole markers 
could be found in the jungle because 
“the tigers had eaten them”, or “the 
natives stole them”, so there was no 
proof that either we, or the original 
geologists were in the right part of 
the forest anyway. A couple of trial 
pits were found, including the one in 
the photo mentioned above.

However, close examination of the 
outcrop showed that although 25 feet 
of coal was visible, it seemed to be 
part of a 3ft. thick seam which was 
standing near-vertical! It probably 
did go deeper, but was certainly no 
good for modern large production 
mining methods.

The other outcrops showed that 
the seams were badly distorted and 
broken. In this area there were over 
150 volcanoes, many of which were 
still active. In any case there was a 
suspicion that the native guides were 
purposely not showing us all the 
outcrops, as either they were worried 
about the outcome on their own 
village, or were in the pay of others.

The trip was exhausting and the 
prospect given the thumbs down 
until further prospecting could be 
done by more modern means.

While the situation was being 
reconsidered the writer, project 
manager and geologist were 
invited to inspect operations on 

Coal Prospecting in Sumatra, Indonesia in 1990
Continued ...

Figure 4: The 
author beside an 
exposure of coal 
in a trench formed 
by a dozer, 
Sumatra, 1990.

Figure 5: A 24ft. (8m) 
thick coal seam with dirt 
bands at the Petrosea 
coal site, Sumatra, 1990.

All pictures: 
I.J.Brown Collection

Figure 6: Bunker, grizzly and picking belt at the Concession’s coal 
preparation plant, Sumatra, 1990.
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another site some 50 miles away 
from the previous area, known 
as the Petroseas Project at Toba 
Penanjing. Here some 150 men were 
producing about 30,000 tons coal 
per month from a 24ft. thick seam 
but unfortunately the seam contained 
significant dirt bands.

The coal was being loaded 
mechanically into trucks, taken to 
an elevated bunker, then fed over 
a screen to remove much of the 
small coal, the rest passed along 
a conveyor from which the dirty 
material was being hand picked. The 
result was that the coal still had a 
high ash content (about 10%).

Parts of the site were heavily faulted 
and the coal was “smutty”. Three 
drill rigs were in use for prospecting, 
rotary drilling through the clay 
overburden, and then coring to about 
50ft. depth. The coal was taken 
along a dusty haul road to a pier for 
shipping out.

Items of historical interest seen 
included many traditional brickworks 
and, surprisingly, a set of timber 
Cornish stamps driven by water 
wheel - said to be used for crushing 
nuts!

Note: Further work followed in 
Kalimautan, Java, and Malaysia.

Coal Prospecting in Sumatra, Indonesia in 1990
Continued ...

Figure 7: Prospecting drill in Bungkuang area, Borneo in 1991. The operation 
was using similar plant to that used in Sumatra in 1990. (Note the de-
foresting fire in left background.)

All pictures: I.J.Brown Collection

Figure 8 (above): The 
prospecting base camp, 
Sumatra, 1990.

Figure 9 (left): The all 
timber Cornish stamps 
(except roof) with 
waterwheel, used for 
crushing nuts, Sumatra 
1990.
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Mike James, one of the Club’s 
Founder members, sadly passed 
away on 5th March 2016, aged 75.

In the late 1950s Mike who then 
lived in Donnington, together 
with John Mason and myself 
were members of Newport Young 
Farmer’s Club, but John, due to 
contact with Granville miners via 
his family’s butcher shop branch in 
Donnington became interested in 
studying old mines. He was directed 
to studying the abandoned metal 
mines of South Shropshire where I 
found him in December 1958 and 
became interested myself in their 
remains and history both there and 
elsewhere in the country.

Soon others including, Mike, wanted 
to join our expeditions, but John 
preferred to keep to a select group. 
I was told by a lady archaeologist 
that our studies were important and 
should be recorded, thus I began to 
feel that what we were doing was 
bigger than our little group and we 
should form a Club so that others 
of similar interests including Mike 
could join, but John did not want to 
get involved in the running of Clubs.

This unfortunately led to friction 
between us which came to a head at 
the great Gwynffynedd Mine camp at 
Easter 1961 when the camp was split 
into two parts his and mine. So with 
the help of Mike I decided to found 

the Club myself calling a meeting 
in September of that year when we 
founded the Shropshire Mining Club.

Mike was Tacklemaster and then my 
Vice Chairman and took part in most 
of the early expeditions and surveys, 
to mines in South Shropshire, early 
mines at Llanymynech, and the 
exploration of caves, some very wet, 
in Derbyshire North Wales, South 
Wales and other places.

We also founded our own 
underground rescue service in 
which Mike played a leading part, 
particularly at Maeshafn, North 
Wales in 1964.

Following the foundation of the 
Ironbridge Gorge Museum the Club 
greatly assisted the Museum in the 
collection of heavy artefacts of the 
steam age from Priorslee and the old 
Milburgh Tileworks site in which 
Mike was also involved, also the 
removal of an early coal cutting 
machine from the 100ft deep Rock 
Mine at Ketley.

Some of Mike’s exploits are recorded 
with numerous photographs in ‘The 
Early History of the Shropshire 
Caving & Mining Club’ published 

Passing of a Founder Member - Mike James
by David Adams

by the Club in 2011, including the 
part recovery of the heavy winch 
from a slate mine at Glyn Ceriog, 
the saga of his Jaguar, and his 
superb leadership of the great Parys 
Mountain attempted rescue in 1969 
when he got his photo on the front 
page of the North Wales Daily Mail.

Mike took over from me as 
Chairman in 1966 and was Chairman 
of the Club until 1972. During that 
time he worked at Sankey’s but later 
moved out to Kinnersley with his 
wife Jackie where his country and 
gundog interests took over from the 
Club and we tended to lose contact. 
Mike and Jackie however did attend 
the Club’s 50th anniversary dinner 
in 2011.

Due to his involvement in many 
activities there was a massive 
turnout for his funeral on Friday 18th 
March. The Club were represented 
by Terry and Jen Davies, and Peter 
Summerfield, still present members, 
plus Colin Lears (a member who 
joined in 1961), John Norton (1963 
-), and Bob King, (1965 - to the 
1970s). I officially represented the 
Club. John and Liz Mason also 
attended.

Mike James in a tight crawl, 1965. He became Club Chairman in 1966.
(S.C.M.C. Archive)

Mike cooking breakfast in the 
Pegasus hut, 1964.

(S.C.M.C. Archive)
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New Books and Events

Club Account 28 - Going Fast, Get Your Copy NOW!
Aerial Ropeways of Shropshire - 
Account 28 by Mike Shaw, David 
Poyner and Robert Evans, has just 
been published and is now available.

It has taken quite some time to 
produce - mainly because new 
material was constantly being 
found. For example it wasn’t until 
a Christmas walk earlier this year 
stumbled upon a concrete ropeway 
pylon base high on the hill above 
Perkins Beach, that the route of the 
Perkins Beach ropeway could be 
pinned down!

The book is divided into 2 sections: 

Part 1 - East Shropshire, covers 
the coal mine ropeways of Catherton 
Common, Bayton, Billingsley 
and Alverley plus the ropeway at 

Cosford Waterworks and some minor 
ropeways around the county.

Part 2 - West Shropshire, covers 
the ropeways from the Bog and 
Huglith mines to Malehurst Mill near 
Pontesbury. It brings together a lot of 
the fieldwork and research that Club 
members have done over the past 10 
to 12 years while ‘tracing’ the routes 
of these ropeways.

It also briefly looks at some 
‘imaginary’ Shropshire ropeways.

A4 with soft covers, 68 pages 
and numerous photographs, both 
historical and modern, it has proved 
a big hit with those that have seen it.
Retail price £12+p&p. Club 
members are entitled to a special 
discounted price.

It’s proving very popular and stocks 
are running low, so get a copy before 
it is too late!

The Castleton Mines a 
Descriptive and Visual 

History
Authors: Jim Rieuwerts and Philip 
Wolstenholme.
Softback, 240 x 210, 133pp

Mainly colour photographs, with 
historic paintings and early Black 
and White Photos. Photography by 
Philip Wolstenholme, supplemented 
with photos provided from Steve and 
the late Pauk Deakin.

The book is well presented and the 
index at the front lists the mines 
featured. The one thing missing is 
specific grid references, although 
from the maps and plans finding the 
mines shouldn’t present a problem.

Jim as ever provides the historical 
content with Philip providing colour 
photos of the present underground.

The link between Caves and Mines 
is clearly identified with the soughs 
entering cave systems.

Cost £25.00.

Available from:
www.moorebooks.co.uk
and the usual outlets.

Fayle’s Tramway
friendship with the miners, managers 
and their families makes this a very 
people orientated story.

The railway story is taken from the 
historic plateway of 1806 through the 
variety of lines, using six different 
gauges, that saw use for nearly two 
centuries; including the Middlebere 
Tramway, the Goathorn Tramway 
and the Norden and Goathorn 
Railway. It includes an account of 
the famous Russell’s time in Dorset, 
before its return home to Wales. 

Many photographs and drawings are 
published for the first time.

Cost: £16.00m + P&P
From: www.moorebooks.co.uk

Lucky Find

Devon Great Consols:
A Mine of Mines
by R J Stewart. 2013 435 pages.

The book has recently fallen out 
of print - but when sorting out my 
garage I discovered a box I had 
forgotten about and these are now 
available!

Paperback: £24.99 + P&P 

Author: Chris Legg
This new edition, has a few updates, 
168 pages, 225 illustrations and a full 
colour cover.

For much of the twentieth century 
a small train periodically stopped 
the traffic on the main road from 
Wareham to Swanage and for 
many people this was the only 
manifestation of an important local 
industry. Ball clay had been extracted 
from Purbeck since the sixteenth 
century but it was the beginning of 
the nineteenth that saw the start of 
serious exploitation.

Benjamin Fayle built Dorset’s first 
railway in 1806 to get his clay to the 
coast and over the years the needs 
of transport saw a number of very 
individual railways until the 1990s.

This book is the result of the author’s 
lifelong interest in the industry and 
his detailed personal knowledge of 
the mines and railways. It tells of the 
many aspects of clay extraction and 
mining, processing and weathering, 
tramways, horses, locomotives and 
rolling stock, family connections and 
personalities, merchants and miners, 
accidents and rescues, education 
and the school train, shipping and 
the effects of war. The author’s 
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The 11th International 
Mining History 

Congress
6th to 11th September 2016 

At Linares, Jaen 
(Andalucia), Spain 

Full details on the Congress website
www.mining2016linares.com

In the latter half of the 19th Century, 
the Linares - La Carolina metal 
mining fields in Spain were one 
of the world’s major producers of 
lead the area contains the largest 
collection of Cornish type engine 
houses outside the United Kingdom. 

Organised by the Colectivo Proyecto 
Arrayanes in conjunction with the 
Linares town council, and others, 
there will be a full programme of 
presentations and daily field trips to 
some of the most significant mine 
sites in the area.

The Club visited the area a few years 
and if you can attend it should be 
well worth it. 

International Early 
Engines Conference 

11th-13th May 2017
At the Ironworks Centre, Elsecar, 
South Yorkshire. The purpose of the 
conference is to provide a forum for 
presentation and discussion of new 
research into heat engines prior to 
1810.

A total of 18 papers, each of thirty 
minutes duration are scheduled 
for the conference, together with 
excursions to local engine houses 
and related locations. 

A call for papers was issued earlier 
this year and it is intended that 
booking arrangements will go live in 
September this year.

Steve Grudgings

Events and Videos

more details at:
www.iarecordings.org

During the 2007 NAMHO 
Conference at Morwellham Quay the 
organisers arranged special visits to 
many mines in Devon and Cornwall 
and this Compilation features some 
of them. A group of Club members 
spent the following week exploring 
more Cornish mines and many visits 
are featured here.

Locations visited include:
Morwellham Quay including a brief 
look at George & Charlotte copper 
mine. Excelsior tunnel, followed by 
a guided surface tour of the superbly 
preserved Kelly mine including the 
dressing mill, and explore various 
levels of Great Rock shiny ore mine 
underground.

In Cornwall we visit the excellent 
Blue Hills Tin Streams, take a stroll 
round the St. Agnes area, attend a 
specially arranged visit to Wheal 
Peevor before it was opened to the 
public, re-visit the always interesting 
Taylor’s shaft and Michell’s shaft 
National Trust preserved Cornish 
engines in Pool and examine mines 
of the Basset sett after conservation 
for the UNESCO world heritage 
site (West Basset and Wheal Basset 
stamps and Marriott’s shaft).

A look round the splendid King 
Edward dressing mill is followed by 
a visit to nearby Wheal Grenville 
stamps, then we have a quick look at 
a variety of sites: Brea tin streaming 
works, South Crofty’s New Roskear 

shaft, the Red River near Roscroggan 
and the Cornish Gold Centre 
(containing the unique Tolgus tin 
streaming works). Afterwards, we 
stop briefly at St.Euny’s churchyard 
to contemplate the many miner’s 
gravestones.

An invitation from Mark Kaczmarek 
gave a welcome opportunity to re-
visit the Camborne School of Mines 
(CSM) test mine.

A walk round the buildings at 
Botallack on a fine sunny day is 
followed by a visit to Geevor tin 
mine, where we were very privileged 
to be allowed to climb down 79 
metres of ladders in Victory shaft to 
Deep Adit level and explore it inland 
to a dammed connection with the 
flooded neighbour Levant mine, then 
out along the long winding level to 
the exit in the Trewellard cliffs.

Finally we see that the engine houses 
of Wheal Trewavas near Rinsey cove 
are just as impressive as Botallack, 
after which we move to Bodmin and 
mines around Caradon Hill: South 
Phoenix, Phoenix United and Wheal 
Jenkin near Minions, then end at the 
extensive remains of South Caradon 
copper mine.

Running Time: 2 hours 6 minutes
Price £ 14.40 - DVD (Full-feature)

Available at Club meetings or online

‘mongst morE minEs ,  compilation 52

Convex buddle, King Edward 
dressing mill.       (taken from the video)

Part of 12-head Cornish stamps, Blue 
Hills Tin Streams.

The engine houses at Botallack.

The Western engine house on Old 
Engine shaft, Trewavas.

Most of the books mentioned in 
Below are available from Mike 
Moore at Club meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk
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Diary Dates 2016Club Officers

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

17th-19th June: NAMHO 
Conference, Dublin, Ireland. More 
details are available on:

www.NAMHOconference.org.uk

13th-20th August: 5th European 
Speleological Congress, Yorkshire 
Dales. Due to this event there will 
NOT be a ‘Hidden Earth’ in 2016.

A range of pre-Congress trips have 
been arranged and these include 
Nenthead (organised by Steve 
Holding), caving in Mendip, South 
Wales, and the Peak District.
More details and booking 
information can be found on:

www.eurospeleo.uk

6th-11th September: International 
Mining History Congress (IMHC)
Linares, Spain. Opening reception 
Monday 5th September.

www.mining2016linares.com

9th-14th September: Association 
for Industrial Archaeology Annual 
Conference, Telford. 

24th September: Welsh Mines 
Society Autumn Conference - “Hall 
Fest”, celebrating George Hall’s life 
and mining interests, Mellington 
Hall, Powys.

The perils of curries and dry suites ...

President: David Adams

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Gareth Rushton

Secretary:  Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Conservation: David Poyner

NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding

Membership, BCA Rep & 
Insurance: Mike Davies 

Tackle:  Andy Harris

Training Officer:
Andrew Wood

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

‘Below’ Editor, Publications: 
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

Want to test my new 

dry suit for leaks 

today ....

rum
ble

 !!

Oh NO !!

Last night’s curry must 

have been too hot!

hiss !

If it’s any consolation, it hasn’t triggered the gas meter!

sn
iff 

whoosh 

Nooo !! .
.. 

my new suit !


