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George Hall
Members will probably have heard
by now that George sadly passed
away on Sunday 14th July 2013 in
Ludlow Community Hospital,
following a short illness.

Despite his illness he was still taking
an interest in mining history and had
sent some corrections and comments
for ‘Below’ a couple of weeks before
he died (see page 3).

Although he never produced his
long anticipated book on Snailbeach,
his two books “The Metal Mines of
Southern Wales” and “The Gold
Mines of Merionith” are highly
regarded works. Over the years he
contributed numerous articles on
Shropshire and Welsh mines to a
variety of journals (including Club
publications) and his mining talks
were always fascinating - particularly
tales of his Welsh Gold mining
exploits.

His expertise on metal mining will be
sorely missed.

Kelvin

Ivor Brown has submitted a longer
tribute which appears on page 2.

Attempted Break-in Perkins/Roberts Level
Sometime between 20th and 24th of
May forced entry was attempted into
Robert’s/ Perkins Level of Snailbeach
mine.

The perpetrators had used bolt
cutters to cut one side of the hasp
that fitted into the high security
entrance lock but fortunately were
unable to access the other side of the
hasp. However, this made the locking
system weak and because of a major
health and safety issue Shoropshire
Mines Trust had to act quickly to
properly secure the entrance.

Handy Andy to the Rescue
Within minutes of discussing the
problem at “The Office” Andy Harris
(in his mind) had come up with a
solution. Loaded with steel,
generator and welding kit he put his
theory into practice the following
Sunday.

So now thanks to Andy we have a
much better and more secure
entrance locking system installed.

Nick Southwick.

Andy Harris at work, making a more
secure lock.                (Nick Southwick)

Chapel Shaft Platform
The ‘missing’ timber was located on
top of the fill at 134m down, although
there was some extra wood down
there is was not clear what could
have caused the damage.

Interestingly a fence post was found
straddling the girders just below the
shaft cap! Some concern has been
raised over the fill behind the
concrete rings at the shaft top.

Also in May the platform that was
constructed on the 40 yard level at
Snailbeach to allow the people to
winched up and down Chapel shaft
during the NAMHO 2011 conference
was found to have been damaged.

Following an inspection with the
MineCam, part of  the timber of the
platform was found to be broken off
and the outer scaffold bar bent.

Watson’s Shaft
Checks on Watsons shaft at
Tankerville have revealed some
changes at the cross-cut 45m down
the shaft. See page 7.

Beach Party Win!
Steve Holding (or was it Nick
Southwick?) wins gold and “Best in
Show” in the Snailbeach Scarecrow
competition. Pictures on page 19.
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George , who died recently aged
nearly 90, had been a member of the
Shropshire Mining Club from 1962.
He was a mining engineer, mine
operator and a historian of note. His
special interest was the lead mines of
Wales but he also had a great
interest in gold mining and in the
Shropshire mines. George’s mining
education was interrupted by World
War II and its aftermath and he spent
some time in the coal mines and iron
mines of the Forest of Dean. For
many years he worked in the family
business (a bicycle shop) but in his
spare time was actively involved in
many metal mines in Wales. He wrote
a number of technical articles on
mining and several works on mining
in Wales. He has also written on
these subjects in the publications of
the Club.

The writer has, however, only found
one article published by George on
mining in Shropshire (‘The Bog
Mine’ near Minsterley, published by
Mining Magazine April 1990),
although George had studied the
county well over many years. George
also had his father's papers and
photos on Shropshire from the time
when he was interested. George's
father, Tom, was educated in and
lived near Shrewsbury before he
became an apprentice on the North
Staffordshire railway. Among these
papers were unpublished photos of
the Snailbeach Mine including one
said to be of George's father leaving
the cage at the top of the shaft in
about 1900. George always said that
these were not to be published until
his book on Snailbeach was
published which was nearly complete
(this was in July 1975 and the book
has not yet been published). There
were also photos of Staffordshire and
Shropshire collieries but these had
not been sorted.

Later George sent the writer a set of
the Snailbeach photos so that they
could be consulted when advising
the County Council during the
restoration of the Snailbeach
buildings. The “no reproduction
rule” still applied but it is believed

that quite recently George sent some
of the photos to the Shropshire
Mines Trust. In the 1980s George
was asked to write a report on “The
Prospects of the Shropshire Lead
Mines” by an international mining
company. A copy of this 28 page
report, plus maps and sections, was
given to the writer when working for
another company. It is a fascinating
piece of work based mainly on
information from George’s rare
collection of 19th century ‘Mining
Journals’, which he had catalogued
for Shropshire mine references on a
card index.

Coincidently a report of a similar title
‘Report on the Shropshire Mines
District’ was written in 1919 by a
T.C.F.Hall for the Shropshire Mines
Limited (see Geological Survey No.
14 page 43 published in 1948).

George William Hall (1924 - 2013)
Ivor Brown

Several copies of this 30 page report
still survive but George has told the
writer on several occasions that this
T.C.F.Hall was no relation. An
unsolved mystery?

George was always generous with his
time and information and proved
particularly so when trips for the
Newcomen Society and the Welsh
Mines Society were arranged to the
Shropshire area. George always
looked after the trips to the Grits and
the Gravel mines while the writer did
the others. Over the years this
arrangement worked about five times.
It was amazing how much interest
and enthusiasm George showed in
everything and he certainly did not
show his age.

Thank you, George.

Left: George in full-flow
during his talk at a recent
Shropshire Mines Trust
Annual Dinner.

Just one of the many mining
talks he gave over the years.

George left his mark on
Shropshire in many ways -
his visit in September 1958,
with close friend the late
David Bick, to a mine in
South Shropshire is just one
example (see below).

Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings
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This comment on Grit Mines
(following the report in the last issue
of ‘Below’) and correction was
submitted by George Hall a couple of
weeks before he passed away.

The Grit Mines
When I first explored the Grit mines,
which would have been in the 1950s,
the mouth of the deep adit was
clearly visible in the east bank of the
Onny Brook, immediately adjacent to,
and on the north side of, the lane
from the Bishop's Castle -
Shrewsbury road to what was at one
time the “Clive Arms”.

This was the obvious place for it as it
is the lowest possible point on the
More mineral rights for a deep adit,
the field south of the lane being in
other ownership.

At that time the course of the adit
could be easily made out, running
nearly due north towards the White
Grit engine shaft. As I expect you

know the surface here rises very
gradually, and for some distance the
adit had been made as a 'cut and
cover' level, that is, a trench was dug,
and it was then covered over, as
could be clearly seen.

I see I noted on my 6-in. map ‘85
yards (paces) to portal’, although the
last word is not clear. I presume this
must mean from where the level
enters solid rock. Beyond, there
would no doubt have been air shafts.

I do not know how clear the wood
now is, but I should think that in
winter, if one stood over the adit
mouth, it ought be possible to see
the line of the adit, running north in a
straight line, though mostly looking
like a part-filled trench.

At the time of the N.A.M.H.O.
conference in 2011, when I lead a
field-trip to Grit, I tried to get
permission to visit this site, but was
refused. Now that the plantation has

Letters to the Editor

Below: Site of the possible run-in drainage adit at White Grit - the deep trench running off to the top right could be
the line of the ‘cut and cover’ adit, with water issuing from the pool on the left. Although it is hard to tell if the trench
was caused by the forestry machinery.      (Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Cambrian Mines Trust.
It is unfortunate that a ‘malapropism’
has got into the important
announcement of the transfer of the
rights of the Cwmystwyth mines from
the Crown to the new Trust. Your
wording says ‘.. . Crown Estate who
have acted in extemporary manner...’
I presume that what is meant is
'exemplary.’ ‘Extemporary’ is hardly
complimentary !

G.W. Hall.

Applogies for this - it just shows the
perils of ‘cutting and pasting’ parts
of press releases when rushing to
meet press deadlines!

Kelvin

been felled, and ownership may have
changed, it seems to me that it would
be worthwhile making further
enquiries for access, as this could be
a most interesting place at which to
put a shovel into the ground. It might
be possible to get into the adit at the
rock head.
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News Round-Up 1
Ivor Brown

Pit Profiles
This is a travelling exhibition
showing the paintings of H.A.Freeth,
the NCB artist of 1948-1952. About 20
are on show plus a similar number of
more recent photographic portraits
by Anton Want. Two original
portraits of miners from Highley Pit
are on show and a copy of the one of
Sam Cookson who represented the
Coalbrookdale Coalfield in the
original series.

IGMT have added a small display of
Shropshire artifacts from the time of
“Old Sam”. This includes lamps,
exploders, magazine overshoes and
the surveying equipment from the
Walker Technical College. Also the
writers pit boots minus the laces
which were probably the most
valuable part since they were made at
the pit from scrapped conveyor
belting cut into thin strips. The
helmets shown are all of a later date,
helmets (when worn) in Sam’s day
were always black not white.

The local miner’s lodge banner
provided the background to the
speakers at the opening ceremony
but will not be on show for the rest of
the exhibition period (to 31st Dec.).

Note: One of the “local” display
boards shows photos of Isaiah
Jones, manager of Rock Mine, taken
by IJB on a visit to this mine in 1964.
Another shows a “pit-danner”
working underground. During the
evening the “danner” was
recognised by one visitor as D.Grant
of  Dawley.

Black Tom Jig and Washing Drum
During June and July 2013 the restored jig and drum (rebuilt by Barry Ellis)
were placed alongside Black Tom shaft at Snailbeach. The arrangement now
looks much as it did in the 1940s-60s. (In August a cover building was
erected over the jigs, sponsored by the Ludlow Town Walls Trust and
constructed by volunteers. The building was completed just in time for an
“Official” opening ceremony, when local resident Mrs. Chidley cut the
ribbon, see pictures on page 17. Ed.)

Note: Malcom Newton’s fine model of Snailbeach Mine has also been
returned to the Snailbeach Visitor Centre after restoration.

Items from IJB and Walker Technical College Collection in the IGMT
Exhibition 2013 at the Museum of Iron, Coalbrookdale.  (Ivor Brown)

Ironstone Cottage, Pool Hill, Dawley
This interesting old building has recently been brought to the writers
attention. It is situated amongst more modern housing next to Hartfield Guest
House on the corner between “Pool Hill Road” by the “green island” in Pool
Hill.

Harz jigs and
washing drum
relocated to their
new site near
Black Tom shaft.

(Ivor Brown)

Huntington Opencast Site
The site is now finished. The last
coal was taken out in June, rather
earlier than anticipated. The
overlying sandstone had proved
harder than expected and the amount
of coal beneath was less than
believed, no further relics of interest
were reported.

Above: The sandstone cottage at the
bottom of Doseley Bank and Pool
Hill crossroads near Dawley,
reputed to have originally been a
pump house.                         (T.Price)

It is now probably the
only building in
Shropshire made wholly
of ironstone blocks.
When interviewed the
present occupiers said
that the previous
occupants believed that
it was once a mine
pump-house. The roof
and window positions
do not indicate this but
has anyone got other
ideas?
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John Evans was a carter who lived at,
and presumably operated from,
Hogstow during the 1870s and by the
early 1880s from Santley. His
principal business seems to have
been to haul coal and sundries to
various local mines and lead ore,
blende (though he always spelt it
without the last ‘e’ I have used the
current spelling) and barytes out,
mainly working between the mines
and Minsterley station. He kept
written records and two of his books
have survived to become part of
Shropshire Mines Trust’s library and
are the subject of this piece.

Whilst this type of primary materials
is invaluable it is also limited. He kept
his records for his own purposes and
in his own way. It is not always clear
if the three columns on the pages are
tons, cwts and quarters or £.s.d.,
though it is sometimes stated and
often obvious. Occasionally he noted
that there was no return load, does
this imply that in almost all cases
there was?

Periodically there are subtotals which
cannot always be tied up with the
separate entries. Unless local
knowledge has survived there is no
way of knowing if he was a sole
trader or employed others on a
permanent or occasional basis, it also
cannot be known if he was the only
carter serving a given mine on a
given day. Within these constraints
he has left us a series of snapshots
which shed some light on otherwise
unknown corners and reveal two
mining companies previously not
known of (at least by your author)
one of whom may have worked a
previously unknown mine.

In addition to his haulage business
he hired horses by the day, in many
cases to mines and these are also
recorded. About 10% of the first
(Hogstow) book and 70% of the
second (Santley) cover matters which
are not mine related, much of it the
management of his horses, stud lists,
feed purchases etc. The second book
has much more non-mining material
with farming notes in several hands,
sometimes written between the lines

John Evans’ Work Books, part 1
Mike Shaw

on earlier pages and
cover matters as
diverse as a recipe for
rhubarb wine and
veterinary
preparations.

There are several
approaches possible to
documents like these
but it seem interesting
to try and match the
very detailed but very
limited snapshots
offered to what is
known of the history
of the industry of the
metal and coal mines,
the smelters, the
people and the
transport system.
Loads of coal are
generally below 4 tons
and of ore up to 5 or so
tons. Further
information on the
mines mentioned will
be found in the
author’s ‘Lead, Copper
and Barytes Mines of
Shropshire’, Logaston
Press, 2009.

The Hogstow (first)
Book  runs from May
1872 to December 1877
and  the Santley
(second) book  from
1883 to 1895 for mining
entries with other items
running up to 1931,
including some in, as
yet un-deciphered,
shorthand. The mines
serviced are as follows.

Bog
The book reveals an
previously unknown
mining concern the Bog Waste
Company Limited (which it was not,
the Limited no doubt being an
assumption). This concern received
two to three tons of coal most weeks
from May 1872 to September 1873
and sent out lead ore or blende each
month, though very rarely both in the
same month. Presumably they were
reworking tips, the coal being for

processing plant as they would
presumably not have been pumping.
One final entry is for about 5 tons of
blende on October 25 and 26 1877.
This entry is written across a page of
Bog Mining company entries for
1874, quite what the situation was is
not clear, Bog mining Company
Limited had gone into liquidation in
February 1876 so were the Bog

The total known history of “North Nicknowls” Mine
is encompassed on this sheet of paper (dated May
1888 to June 1889), from the second book, 90mm
x 215mm c25 thick hardback.
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Waste Company of 1877 the same
concern as the company of 1872-3?
One other curious entry in the
concern’s account for July 1873 is
‘Tankerville lead ore’ presumably to
fill an quota/order.

At the same time as the Bog Waste
Company was working the site so
was the Bog Mining Company
Limited with Mr Evans being active
with both concerns, sometimes on
the same day. The Bog Mining (or
sometimes) Mine account begins in
July 1872 and carries on until the
liquidation of the company in
February 1876, the book does not
indicate whether Mr Evans’ bill of
£13/6/11d was settled. The mine had
reopened in 1871 and during 1872
most effort must have gone into
pumping the mine dry to restart
production and this is reflected in
the frequency and quantity of coal
being delivered and the presence
only occasionally of lead or zinc ore
going out. By early 1873 a little
more was being produced, this
conclusion is not totally safe as it is
not known if other carriers also
served the company. The amount of
ore being shipped out up until Feb
1876 does not seem great, no doubt
it wasn’t as the company went into
liquidation in that month.

There are odd entries in the second
book for 1884 and 1885 when the
mine was supposedly not in action.
Other less than obvious entries are
for coal to Ritton Castle in early
1876  and the August 31st 1875
entry, ‘Chemist 26 & 27 Blackfriars
loads London’.

Cefn Gunthley
Not one of Mr Evan’s regular
customers but he did haul about
145 tons of barytes to Minsterley
Station for them between December
1888 and April 1889. This may have
been the end of that phase of the
mines life as its proprietor William
Boustred was bankrupt by the
August.

East Roman Gravels
Virtually nothing is known of the
history of this mine at this date, it

was described in official statistics as
in liquidation from 1885 to 1889 but in
1890 it is recorded as owned by the
executors of  William Edwards.
Whoever he was working for Mr
Evans hauled coal in and lead and
blende out between 1888 and 1890.

Gravels,
Presumably Roman Gravels. For
reasons now unknown Tankerville
Mine account has an entry for
October 12th 1883,  ‘3 horses 1 day at
Gravels for engine’.

Mytton Dingle
This is presumably the mine known
to later generations as Myttonbeach.
Mr Evans’ business sheds
significant light on activity here, it

“don’t take your client for granted”, a picture of the closure of a recently
fabulous mine, from the second book. Tankerville Great Consols entries for
April-July 1884 and entries ‘prepared’ for 1885, but the mine closed Autumn
1884.

confirms that it was run by the
proprietors of New Central
Snailbeach Mine whose
predecessors were known to have
bought rights on Hill Sett prior to
1868 but the location was not clear.
Mr Evans’ activity runs from June
1872 to April 1875. Coal came from
New British (Colliery), Ruabon, Clee
Hill and Sarn, (via Minsterley Station)
and Asterley Colliery and from Mr
Young and Wm Taylor and ‘Central
of Pitt House’, for further on coal and
collieries see below. Sundries
included clay, coaks(sic), cinders
from the smelthouse, air pipes from
New Central Mine and firebricks. If
any ore was dug it was not
transported by Mr Evans.

to be concluded in the next issue ...

John Evans’ Work Books, part 1
continued ...
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Chapel Shaft & Tankerville
Round-up

As reported on page 1, the MineCam
was lowered down Chapel shaft on
the 3rd August to inspect the
damage to the platform at the 40 yard
level and to examine the underside of
the concrete rings at the top of the
shaft.

Members present: Alan Robinson,
Neal Rushton, Andy Harris, Nick
Southwick, Steve Holding, Peter
Eggleston, Colin Armfield, Kelvin
Lake, Mike Moore.

Some rot in the timbers under the
rings was noted, along with a missing
section of one of the timbers, which
looked failry rotten.

It wasn’t obvious what had caused
the damage to the platform and
nothing, apart from the missing
rotten timber from the shaft top and
the few broken bits of planking from
the platform could be seen at the
‘bottom’ of Chapel shaft - well maybe
a few rocks, but nothing obvious.

To help lower the camera Andy
Harris’s new quadpod was tried out
over the shaft. This worked well and
will certainly make it easier to rig for
someone to descend/ascend the
shaft.

Tankerville
After inspecting Chapel shaft the
team moved to Tankerville to inspect
Watsons shaft. When club members
descended the shaft back in the
1990s using the club winch they
landed on a cone of debris 45m down
at the entrance to a cross-cut. This
level split, one branch heading off
towards New shaft (but blocked) and
the other branch heading towards
Ovenpipe shaft but seriously backed-
up with liquid manure and not
conducive to exploration!

An interesting feature was the
remains of a wooden duct on the wall
of the level, probably once used for
ventilation.

Last year, standing water was
spotted down the shaft and an
investigation by the ‘ResCam’
(MineCam Junior) showed that most

of the debris cone had gone and
water was visible below. The
MineCam descent on 3rd August
revealed more changes. The cone of
debris has now completely
disappeared and the shaft continues
for a further 3m to water. The surface
of the water is covered with floating
pieces of timber and other rubbish.

Plumbing the shaft with a scaffold
tube on a rope wasn’t conclusive -

the tube descended 70m from the
shaft collar without reaching a
bottom. A subsequent visit with
Colin Armfield and his fishing rod
found a fairly substantial ‘bottom’ at
92m from shaft collar. This gives a
44m head of water on the blockage,
although a cross-cut to Boat Level
should be encountered somewhere
down the shaft - however there is
some debate as to how far down this
is likely to be!

Peter Eggleston watching pictures from the MIneCam at Watsons shaft.
(Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings)

Assembling the
quadpod at Chapel
shaft - prior ‘walking’ it
over the shaft cap.
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As part of the project to record the
artefacts along the 40 yard level at
Snailbeach, I have now a list of
objects that are in the workshop; I am
grateful to Andrew Wood for the list
and Ian Cooper for the photographs.
The list is now a few years old, but I
think it is still accurate. Kelvin Lake
has commented that one piece of
newspaper in the workshop was from
1923 , which gives us some idea of
when the area was in use.

Based on a copy of a survey being
carried out by Mike Worsfold, I
would estimate that the grid reference
for the workshop is approximately SJ
380022 and it is around 680’ or 210 m
above ordnance datum  (ie mean sea
level). The vast majority of items
would seem to be those which would
have been used by miners, in
breaking ground, blasting and
removing rock or ore and in timbering
their workplaces.

The candles were clearly used for
illumination. The tins were probably
used for holding small items such as
pieces of fuse, nails or indeed
tobacco. Quite what was kept in the
former poison bottle is less clear to
me; if it had been properly washed
out then it could simply have been
water.

Although the area is of course called
a “workshop”, based on the
artefacts, it would seem unlikely to
me that it was specifically used for
making or repairing items. It appears
more likely to have been a useful
place where miners could leave tools
or items that they did not want to
take with them to their workplace, or
possibly did not want to carry to the
surface to discard. I am of course
aware that others know far more
about Snailbeach than I do and so
please let me know if this is rubbish!

Footnote
Just adding to David’s notes above.
The Club tends to use the
‘workshop’ as a base for explorations
and we often sit there having lunch.
On one occassion Andy Coyle
commented that you could imagine
miners sitting in the same spot

The Artefacts in the Workshop on the 40 yard Level
David Poyner

Workshop (inbye side)
1 galvanised bucket
1 bent shovelhead and remains of stale
1 candle in deads
10x 6in nails in deads
2x 2’ hand drills
2x 2’ and 18ins copper ended tampers
5x chisels 9-12”
1 pipe hanger
2 1 scraper 26” long

Workshop (outbye side)
1 tin box (tobacco?) 5” x 4”
1 galvanised band 9” dia (bucket base?)
17x 3ins nails
1 tall tin with lid , 4” x 2.25” x 7.5”
1 clay gob with candle stub
1 clog iron
Lots of pieces of fuse
1 small tin with lid  2.75” x 1.625” x 1.125”
2 candle stubs
1 round tin, open  4.5” dia x 4.5”
1 galvanised powder tin with handled lid  6” x 4” x 110”.

(No bottom but small amount of powder)
1 wooden stale 17” x 1.5” dia (hammer?)
1 saw 24” with detached wooden handle
6 small hangers about 2”
1 axe head + part haft 6” x 9” wide
1 part wooden handle
3 full candles 6.5 ins long
1 piece of crumbled newspaper

(when readable in the late 1980s it was dated 1923. KL)
1 small tin, open 2.5” dia x 4”
1 tin, open 4” dia x 5”
1 remains of a tin
1 quantity of straw  (for stemming?)
2x iron hinges 19 ins long x 1.5” - tapered
2x pieces of metal strapping 15 ins x 1.5”
1 shovel head 12” across and 12” high
1 1.75 ins length hemp?
1 bottom part elliptical glass bottle  4” x 2” x 4” high. Makers mark

 20 CC
         L
Greenish tinge with lumps on glass. Embossed writing; remains of:
“poisonous – not to be taken”.

smoking their pipes. If they broke the
stems they would probably push
them into the stonework of the work
bench . . . a sure enough in the gaps
in the stone, there was a couple of
broken pipe stems!  It is also
noticable that the wall behind the

wooden plank that we often sit on
has a curious ‘black’ texture. If you
examine this closely you will discover
that the wall is caked in candle
drippings which now has a black
‘coating’.

Kelvin
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The Artefacts in the Workshop on the 40 yard Level
continued ...

Above and top: The selection of artefacts on the work bench in the 40
yard Level workshop.

Left: Two candle stubs and a small tin on the bench in the workshop.

Pictures: Ian Cooper
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“Walkers Earth” Mining in the Silurian Measures, Coalbrookdale
Ivor Brown

Definition as provided by BGS in
1972, “Fullers Earth” as found in
Britain is now accepted to be
calcium-montmorillonite, but the
“fullers earth” of the Welsh
borderland has been shown by
analysis to consist mainly of a mixed
layer mica-montmorillonite clay
mineral. This poorer quality “fullers
earth” is called “Walkers Earth”.

Both terms “fullers” and “walkers”
earth have been used locally for the
deposit in the Coalbrookdale area.
While the properties of both earths
are similar the latter does not have
the same economic value as fullers
earth but has obviously been used in
the area in the past as a substitute.

Pocock R.W. (1938 Shrewsbury
Memoir BGS p112) mentioned the
occurrence of a cream coloured clay
“identical in appearance with walkers
earth at several horizons in the
Silurian Wenlock Shales”. It
“occurred in beds one to two inches
thick especially towards the base of
the Coalbrookdale Beds”. It is in
these beds that it has been found in
the Lincoln Hill area. Here and along
the valley sides in the vicinity several
otherwise inexplicable ‘levels’ have
been noted and there has been much
land slippage.

One level (see figure 1) almost
certainly worked for walkers earth
alone, has been explored near the
Coalbrookdale Institute. It is shown
as an isolated “mouth of level” on
the 1847 Tithe Map and local
residents have described a ruined
building at its mouth as a ‘wash
house’. A small stream issues from

the 60 metre long level, which is brick
lined but further in, in the solid. This
leads into flat, very thin workings.
Presumably the water and the mineral
were used for washing. Higher up the
hill there is an exposure which has
obviously been dug by hand in
earlier years.

Again the local story is that men
walking home over the hill from the
Coalbrookdale Ironworks used to
keep a shovel there and on their way
home with an empty lunch bag,
shovelled a small amount of “earth”
for use in washing and soothing the
baby’s bottom.

Another local story is that “earth”
from the valley sides was carted to
waiting rail waggons on the Severn
Valley Railway at Buildwas Station
(now beneath the Ironbridge ‘B’
Power Station) for sending to
Liverpool.

While surveying the old workings of
Lincoln Hill Limestone Mine on 5th
February 1972 the writer observed a
bluish grey clay band, this had a
waxy feel, almost like talc. This was
recorded in the survey and after
discussion with Brian Coppack of the
BGS it was thought to be “fullers
earth”. It was arranged that the
Shropshire Mining Club would take
Coppack into the mine (via 110ft.
deep shaft) to examine the mineral on
May 14 1972.

He obtained samples for testing. In
addition Coppack examined further
exposures of the Silurian in the area
and found evidence of a similar
mineral towards the bottom of the
Limestone series as it had occurred at

Lincoln Hill. It was confirmed that
this mineral was that known as
“Walkers Earth”, but has been
described in the latest Memoir (BGS
1995) as “bentonite”.

At the same time a documentary
search was made for further evidence
of the existence of the mineral.
Nothing was found in standard
geological works but the following
note was located in a handwritten
document in the offices of J.Derry,
Solicitor, Ironbridge:

“There on the left, near the top of
Church Road, Coalbrookdale, is a
narrow layer of rock, so much like
fullers earth, that proud fathers, on
their way home from work in the Dale,
would dig a bag full for mother who
would use it when tending to baby,
its soothing qualities were
unsurpassed in the ‘80s”.

The document is undated but
obviously refers to the 1880s.

John Randall (1810-1910) also
referred to the presence of ‘fullers
earth’. He said that when examining
the Silurian rocks at ‘the Turn’ on the
Coalbrookdale to Wellington Road, a
local resident pointed out that he was
looking at fullers earth and that
“persons fetch it when they are
galled and it is good for the eyes”.
Large quantities were being “fetched
away and sent to Manchester”.
Randall continued by describing how
the weathering of this material “has
caused rockfalls”.

No further evidence has, as yet, been
found of the working of this mineral
in the area.

Figure 2: IJB in “Walkers Earth” Mine, Coalbrookdale April 1987Figure 1: Coalbrookdale Level 1972
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Single brick lining
’flow stone’ covered in parts
height 1.5-1.6m, width 2m approx.
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Scale

End of brick lining
54m from entrance

side passage - unlined, 5m

Heading 2.2m high, 3.2m wide, unlined,
in grey mudstone with occassional nodules
of limestone and beds of limestone and clay.

Warning
Bad air - mainly oxygen deficiency
has been recorded in this adit.
Reference:
Brown, I.J. "Underground in the Ironbridge Gorge"
I.A.Review Vo. III, No.2 Spring 1979

The Walker’s Earth Mine, Coalbrookdale
Based on surveys by Wardell-Armstrong
and I.J.Brown, 1985

“Walkers Earth” Mining in the Silurian
Measures, Coalbrookdale, continued ...

King Edward Mine Mill
Wins Award

The Mill (tin concentration plant) at
King Edward Mine (KEM) has been
recognised by the Institution of
Mechanical Engineers by being
granted their prestigious
Engineering Heritage Award.

For those not familiar with the award,
it was established in 1984 to celebrate
excellence in mechanical engineering.
It is the Institution’s premier award
for sites of significance to mechanical
engineering heritage - past, present
and future.  Have a look on the web
under Engineering Heritage Award.

Eighty five sites have been
recognised to date.  They include the
SS Great Britain, Quarry Bank Mill,
the Channel Tunnel, Ffestiniog
Railway and the Boulton & Watt
Engine at Crofton.  At KEM we are
delighted to be included alongside
such sites and it is a real achievement
for the dedicated band of volunteers
who’ve restored the mill to working
condition.

Considering that the  mining of coal,
iron and base metals underpinned the
industrial development of the UK ,
mining is very poorly represented in
the list, the Newcomen Engine is the
only other mining related award.

Tony Brooks, King Edward Mine

News

Russian City
Russian police have uncovered an
underground city hidden beneath a
Moscow market. The series of
subterranean rooms housed over 200
illegal migrants from Asia.

The city contained a factory
complete with sewing machines and
tables where the illegal migrants were
kept to sew clothes. The complex was
also equipped with a market, cafe,
cinema and casino.

It is not the first time Moscow’s
Federal Migration Service have
discovered a clandestine factory in
2011 a similar settlement was found in
an abandoned Soviet-era bomb
shelter.

EuroNews 5th June 2013

Coalpit Heath Homes
about historical coal mining at the
site and the need for an investigation
before any work would take place.

Recommending the scheme for
refusal, planning officers at South
Gloucestershire Council said the
scheme “fails to conserve or
enhance” the landscape and rural
setting of the existing residential
development.

The officers said the “adverse
impacts” would “significantly and
demonstrably outweigh the benefits
of the scheme”.

BBC News 30th June 2013

Plans by Barratt Homes and David
Wilson Homes to build 350 new
homes at a former coal mining site at
Coalpit Heath in Gloucestershire
have been recommended for refusal
by a planning committee. The scheme
included a local centre with space for
shops, services, restaurants and
other community space.

Local residents, Westerleigh Parish
Council and Frampton Cotterell
Parish Council objected to the plan.
The Coal Authority, South
Gloucestershire Mines Research
Group and the Bristol Industrial
Archaeological Society raised points
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A small notebook has been received
by the writer, it contains notes made
by Joe Hardman, one of the long
serving windermen at Kemberton Pit
Madeley during the 1950s.

Joe is very well remembered for his
meticulousness in all he did –
including keeping the engine house
floor clean with old newspapers.

Some typical entries for 1954 include:

4.3.54: Engine tested
4.4.54: Inside rope recapped
25.4.54: Outside rope recapped
19.6.54: Engine tested
3.7.54: Detaching hook changed,

Inside Pit.
20.7.54: Detaching hook changed,

Outside Pit.
31.7.54: New rope put on Outside Pit.
2.10.54: Engine tested.
26.11.54: New bell for Inside Pit
- and so on.

Additional items in 1955 include:

15.5.55: A guide rope changed at
Inside Pit (this was one of 4
additional ropes down the shaft,

one at each corner of the cage to
prevent any swinging of the cage
during transit).

31.5.55: New springs were put in
brake pillers.

In 1956 the “batteries” were changed
as were the “coolers”.

The final entry was 10.11.57 when “a
new cage was fitted in Outside Pit”.

It is good to find out that the shaft
equipment was being looked after so
well at a time when the writer was
being raised and lowered daily by it!

Joe must have
retired at about
this time because
the entries at the
back of the book
all relate to what
he was planting
in his garden –
last entry is “set
lettuce, parsley
and thyme 12/4/
62”.

A Winding Engine Man’s Notebook
Ivor Brown

The engine was electrically driven,
650 h.p. and was in the ‘White’
engine house built in 1937 (see figure
1 and the top photograph on page 48
of “East Shropshire Coalfield”
(Tempus)).

The Inside Pit was beneath the wheel
nearest to the engine, the Outside Pit
beneath the other. The engine wound
from both shafts simultaneously, one
rope running off the drum, while the
other was winding on.

Many thanks to Janet Doody for this
book, which will be passed on to the
Record Office. Joe was an uncle of
Janet’s father.

Figure 1: Rear of old offices, stores etc. at Kemberton Pit, 1965.        (Ray Rushton)

Outside Pit

Inside Pit
1937 electric
winder house

1912 steam
winder house

Figure 2: Kemberton engine houses in 1947.
(from p48 “East Shropshire Coalfield”, IJB Collection)
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The Highley Mining Company
worked two significant railways; one
constructed by themselves for their
mine at Kinlet and the other which
they inherited from the Billingsley
Colliery Company. This article brings
together what I know about the
engines that worked on these
systems.

The first locomotive owned by the
Highley Mining Company was
“Kinlet”, built to work the railway
that connected Kinlet Colliery with
the Severn Valley Railway at a
junction a little under a mile south of
Highley Station. From this point, the
railway ran to the colliery following
the Borle Brook; a length of just
under a mile. For the last 300 or so
yards the line climbed at a gradient of
around 1 in 15 to reach the pit top.
Whilst normally loaded wagons
would descend this, even taking
empty wagons up a gradient this
steep would make considerable
demands of any locomotive. The
Highley Mining Company placed an
order for an 0-6-0 saddle tank with
Andrew Barclay of Kilmarnock1 .
Barclay’s were well-established
builders of industrial locomotives.
The key dimensions of the engine are
shown in table 1. Assuming a boiler
pressure of 160 lbs/sq inch, the
maximum tractive effort would have
been around 10,500lbs; a typical
value for an industrial locomotive of
this date. The three sets of coupled
wheels would have given good
adhesion for working up the steep
gradient whilst also keeping down
the axle weight.

The Highley Mining Company
signed an agreement with the Great
Western Railway for a junction with
their line in May 18952 . Construction
of the line probably took most of that
year, for the surviving drawings for
the locomotive are dated as February
1896 and it was allocated works
number 7823 . The drawings for
everything except the boiler are
marked “per F.C Southwell”. F.C.
Southwell was an engineering firm
based in London, where they
particularly specialised in the
manufacture of agricultural

machinery; it seems that Barclay’s
subcontracted the work on this
locomotive to Southwell.
Construction was rapid. A
photograph exists of 782, apparently
taken soon after it had been delivered
to Kinlet; the trees in the background
seem to be in bud, suggesting that it
was taken no later than early May4 .
At this time, Barclay’s were still
producing drawings for locomotive
781, indicating that they had fast-
tracked 782 for the Highley Mining
Company.

The new locomotive was called
“Kinlet”. The colour scheme is
unknown, but the works
photograph5  shows that the lining
was a broad dark band surrounded
by thin light bands on either side. On
either side of the tanks was written
HIGHLEY MINING CO LD with
“KINLET” written beneath; the
lettering was done in light colour. As
the wagons of the Highley Mining
Company were painted red, it is
possible that the engine was also
some shade of this colour, with the
lining in black and yellow. Very little
is known about the working life of
Kinlet whilst it was owned by the
Highley Mining Company. It was
retubed from 2nd-9th November 19006 ;
perhaps a somewhat surprising step
in an engine just over 5 years old.

In 1913, a second railway was built
along the Borle Brook, this time by
the Billingsley Colliery Company to
their pit7 . This line initially ran
parallel to the Kinlet railway, but
continued for an extra 1½ miles to the
colliery screens at Prior’s Moor. This
had no severe gradients although it
did have a number of sharp curves.
To work this railway, the Billingsley
Colliery Company purchased a
second-hand 0-4-0 saddle tank, No
599 built by Peckett’s of Bristol. The
locomotive was built in May 1895 for
Christopher Rowland, a shunting
contractor of Swansea Docks8 ; the
works photograph shows that it
carried “R No 4” on its tank,
indicating that it was his fourth
locomotive9 . In August 1891,
Rowland was given a contract by the
Swansea Harbour Trust to load and

discharge ballast and cargoes at the
docks10 . His operations were based
on an engine shed at the south end
of the dock, on the east bank of the
River Tawe. In 1905 this shed was
taken over by the Harbour Trustees,
but Rowland moved to a new, three-
engine shed near Swansea Riverside
station. His business continued until
his death in 1910 when it is probable
that his work was taken over by
Powesland and Mason, the main
shunting contractors at the docks11 .
It would seem likely that 599 was
judged surplus to requirements and
was sold to C.D. Phillips, an engine
dealer of Newport. The connection
between the Billingsley Colliery
Railway and the Great Western
Railway was passed by the Railway
Inspectorate in May 1913 and so by
this date the engine had probably
been acquired by the Billingsley
Colliery Company. William Foxlee, a
director of the Billingsley Colliery
Company was also a railway engineer
who admired the products of
Peckett’s Atlas works12 ; he may have
recommended purchase of 599.

No 599 was an example of Peckett’s
W4 class; several hundred of this
successful design were built for 20
years from 1886. As built, it was of
peculiar appearance as it was
adapted for extensive street running,
as would be needed to serve docks;
thus it had to comply with legislation
to ensure that it would not be
dangerous to people or (more
importantly) horses. The wheels and
coupling rods were hidden behind
hinged panels and the exhaust steam
from the cylinders was not
discharged into the air but was led
back by pipes to the tank where it
was silently condensed. It is likely
that, if these modifications still
existed in 1913, they were removed
by the Billingsley Colliery Company.
The cab had no side panels above
waist height as originally built; it is
possible that more protection would
have been offered to the crew when
the engine ran to Billingsley.

In 1915, Billingsley Colliery was taken
over by the Highley Mining
Company; this meant that they now

Railway Locomotives of the Highley Mining Company and
Billingsley Colliery Company, David Poyner
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had two steam locomotives. Whilst
both Billingsley and Kinlet collieries
remained in operation, there would
have been enough work for both
locomotives. However, Billingsley
was closed in 1921; whilst the railway
was retained to serve a coal wharf at
Prior’s Moor, this would have only
needed occasional trains13 . Thus the
company appear to have decided to
sell one of their locomotives. The
engine that was judged surplus to
requirement was “Kinlet”. The
Peckett was at least the equal of
Kinlet in terms of tractive efforts; its
larger diameter cylinders ensured that
per lb of boiler pressure it would
outperform the Barclay. There was
also little difference in the grate and
heating areas, factors important for
maintaining boiler pressure (Table 2).
As an 0-4-0, it had a much shorter
wheelbase than the 0-6-0 and so
would be better able to negotiate
sharp curves. Its axle weight would
probably have been greater and it is
unlikely to have had the same
adhesion as “Kinlet”14 , but clearly
the Highley Mining Company judged
that it was capable of working up the
1 in 15 to Kinlet Colliery. “Kinlet”
was sold to H.S. Pitt and Company of
Shutt End, probably at the very end
of 192115 .

H.S. Pitt was a partnership between
two brothers, Harold Sydney Pitt and
George Percy Pitt; just before the
First World War they moved into
coal mining and owned a complex of
railways centred on the old Bradley
Blast Furnace16 . Harold lived at
Alveley and George was a friend of
Herbert Stonehouse and Ernest
Walley, directors of the Highley
Mining Company. H.S. Pitt and its
successors were the second largest
customer of the Highley Mining
Company in the 1920s. George was
responsible for renaming the
locomotive “Peter”, the pet name of
his son, R.D. Pitt17 . In January 1922, a
complete set of new axle boxes were
supplied by Barclays18 . These were
presumably for H.S. Pitt; the fact that
the locomotive needed attention was
probably another factor behind its
sale. George Pitt died in 1923 and the
firm of H.S. Pitt was split; Peter

passed into the ownership of Guy,
George’s elder son who traded as
Guy Pitt and Co from 1925. On Guy’s
death in 1936, Peter Pitt took over
from his brother and the locomotive
“Peter” became his. Peter Pitt
eventually went into partnership with
Alexander Comley, a scrap merchant
and one Lunt, a coal merchant to
form Lunt, Pitt and Comley19 . “Peter”
was one of three locomotives they
operated. It was given a new boiler in
1948 and new brushes were supplied
in 195520 . The engine was presented
to the Ironbridge Gorge Museum
Trust in 1969. After a spell on loan to
the Horsehay Steam Trust in the
1980s and 90s and display at
Coalbrookdale, it has now returned to
Blist’s Hill.

Having disposed of Kinlet/Peter, the
Highley Mining Company appear to
have used Peckett 599 until 1929. In
that year they purchased a second
hand Hawthorn Leslie 0-4-0 saddle
tank from Thos Ward and Co, dealers
of Sheffield. This engine was 3424,
built 1919. It was almost immediately
sent to India, to work on a railway
system belonging to the City of
Bombay Improvement Trust. When
this was wound up it was returned to
the UK, probably being purchased
by Wards for resale21 . As can be
seen from table 1, it had very similar
specifications to the Peckett. The
probability is that by 1929, the
Peckett was considered to be at the
end of its working life; its fate is not
known but it may have been
scrapped, after over 15 years service
at Billingsley and Kinlet. An added
consideration is that from 1929-30,
the Billingsley railway saw extra
traffic connected with the
construction of a new road following
the valley of the Borle Brook by
Shropshire County Council. It may be
that 3424 was purchased with one
eye on these extra duties. It probably
had a short tenure at Kinlet, for in
1933 Ward’s supplied another engine
to the Highley Mining Company,
Hudswell Clark 0-4-0 saddle tank
1401, constructed in 1920. This was
originally been built for the Darton
Main Colliery Company in Yorkshire,
where it was known as Darton Main

No 222 . As it is very unlikely that two
engines would be needed by the
Highley Mining Company,
presumably it was purchased to
replace 3424; the latter engine was
returned to Ward’s and sold on to
the Steel Company of Scotland. The
reason for its short life at Kinlet is
unknown, but 1401 had broadly
similar specifications to all the other
locomotives that worked at Kinlet
(table 1).

By the early 1930s, Kinlet Colliery
was struggling and it was eventually
closed by the Highley Mining
Company in 1937. 1401 was sold and
by 1941 was working for W.
Gilbertson & Co of Pontardawe.
Surprisingly it was not the last
engine to arrive at Kinlet. That
honour belongs to another Andrew
Barclay product; 1113, an 0-6-0
saddle tank built in 1907 for the
Shelton Iron and Steel Company in
Stoke and named Bowood. The
existence of this locomotive at Kinlet
is known only from a photograph,
showing the engine with a footplate
crew of Highley Mining Company
staff, and the associated oral
evidence23 .

It is not known when the engine
arrived at Kinlet; it was
photographed at the steel works on
16th May 193624 , so it must have been
after this date. The probable timing of
Bowood’s move to Kinlet is
interesting. The Shelton Iron and
Steel Company operated the nearby
Holditch Colliery via a subsidiary. In
July 1937, this was put out of use by
an explosion25 . This may have
resulted in the steel company having
surplus locomotives at exactly the
time the Highley Mining Company
was looking for a new engine to work
their salvage trains. The board of the
Highley Mining Company was
mostly made up of individuals from
north Staffordshire, and so they may
have had links with the Shelton
company, making it easy for them to
either purchase or, more likely, hire
the engine. Bowood was
substantially more powerful than any
machine that had previously worked
at Kinlet (table 1), and it is possible it

Railway Locomotives of the Highley Mining Company and
Billingsley Colliery Company, continued ...
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was obtained specifically to work
heavier than usual trains to help the
dismantling work. This stretched well
into 1938; hard core was used from
Kinlet pit mound for earthworks at
the new screens being built for
Alveley Colliery. It is not known
what happened to 1401 after Bowood
arrived; it may have been left straight
away although it is possible that it
was retained to work alongside
Bowood to help with salvage,
perhaps allowing recovery work to
take place simultaneously on both
the Kinlet and Billingsley lines. In
1938 Bowood returned to north
Staffordshire, arriving at the Florence
Colliery of the Florence Coal & Iron
Co Ltd, a subsidiary of the Shelton
company. It eventually transferred to
Holditch Colliery in March 1960 by
the National Coal Board, where it was
scrapped in 196426 .

Thanks to the excellent work carried
out by the Industrial Railway Society
and individual enthusiasts, lists of
locomotives that worked at most
mines and quarries are available.
What is often much less clear is why
a particular engine was purchased or
disposed of.

Railway Locomotives of the Highley Mining Company and
Billingsley Colliery Company, continued ...

Table 1: Locomotives of the Highley Mining Company and
Billingsley Colliery Company

Cylinder Driving Tractive Axle
 bore Stroke wheels  effort Weight  load
 (ins)  (ins) (ins)a  (lbs)b  (tons) (tons)

Peckett 14 20 38 12379 25 12.5

AB 782 13 20 38 10674 c30 c 10 c

HL 3424 14 22 42 12320 27.5 13.75

HC 1401 14 20 39.5 11909 28 14

AB 1624 16 24 43 17146 c40 c 13.3 c

1 Unless otherwise stated, details of
individual locomotives are from
A.J. Bridges, Industrial
Locomotives of Cheshire,
Shropshire and Herefordshire
Industrial Railway Society
Handbook G,1977 and J. Tennant,
The Billingsley and Kinlet
Railways, Severn Valley Railway
News, 24, (1972), pp 23-27

2 Abstract of mining leases affecting
the Kinlet estate to be sold by
auction, 25th July 1919, Marcy
Hemmingway (Collection of
David Postle)

3 Glasgow University Archives
(GUA) RHP54610/1-10

4 M.A. Vanns, Severn Valley
Railway, a view from the past,
(1998), pg 63

5 GUA GD329
6 Diary of Noah Lawton, collection

of the late Mrs M. Price
7 National Archives (NA), MT 2180/

6

This study of the locomotives at
Kinlet and Billingsley hopefully
shows that with a little research, it is
possible to arrive at a much more
complete history of these machines.

8 National Railway Museum (NRM)
Peckett engineering drawings,
3647 Roll 5 20/6/1895, 3650 Roll 5
3/5/1895 Order No. 2594 W4 Eng.
No. 599

9 NRM Peckett negative list, 12/01
10 NA RAIL 877/132
11 http://www.locosheds.co.uk/

index.php?n=Sheds.SWANSEA-
RIVERSIDECHRC

12 W. Smith and K. Beddoes, The
Cleobury Mortimer and Ditton
Priors Light Railway, (1985), pg 24

13 D. Poyner and R. Evans, The
Wyre Forest Coalfield, (2000), pp
94-5

14 I do not have a figure for the
weight of AB782, so these
statements are based on an
estimate of 30 tons.

15 Letter from R.D. Pitt, 12-8-1981
16 N. Williams, The Railway to

Wombourne, (1986), pp 66-67
17 Letter from R.D. Pitt, 12-8-1981
18 GUA RHP54610/7

19 N. Williams, op. cit.
20 GUA RHP54610/3, 7
21 S. Darvill, 2008, www.ilsa.org.in/

pdf/locations/MAH.pdf
22 www.leedsengine.info
23 en-gb.facebook.com/media/set/

?set=o.43050100901& type=1#!/
photo.php?fbid=
428676610519844
&set=o.43050100901
&type=1&theater

24 Industrial Locomotive, 4, (1977),
back cover

25 www.stokemuseums.org.uk/
collections/
photographic_archive/
coal_industry/collieries/
holditch?tab=info

26 A.J. Bridges, Industrial
Locomotives of North
Staffordshire, Industrial Railway
Society Handbook G, 1977. I am
grateful to Paul Teather for
information about the ownership
of Bowood in north Staffordshire.

References

a Diameter: b Calculated assuming a boiler pressure of 160 psi: c estimated

Table 2 Comparison of boiler, grate and wheelbase
dimensions, Peckett 599 and AB 782

Engine Firebox Grate Tubes/ Wheel- Boiler
 area   Heating area   base

Peckett 2’10” x 2’10” 8 sq ft 119 x 2” x 8’6”/ 5’6” 3’4” x 11’6”

 x 4’8”  530 sq ft

AB782 2’10” x 2’10” 8 sq ft 115 x 1¾” x 8’7”/ 5’3” + 3’3” x 14’3”

 x 5’  458 sq ft  5’6” =

10’9” tot.

Thanks
I would like to thank Paul Teather
and Mike Shaw for help with this
article.



16 “Below” 2013.3

On 21st April the team consisted of
David Adams, Mike Moore, Peter
Eggleston, Steve Holding, and John
Hendy with his digger. Ivor & Iris
Brown, and Alan Taylor also visited
during the day.

The object this time was to further
investigate the two claw like walls
protruding from the shaft collar
found late on the previous dig. This
required some adjustment of the
massive amount of spoil created from
the deep excavation carried out last
time in order to get the digger close
enough. Machine digging alternated
with hand digging by P.E. and S.H. to
a depth of 2.4 metres (8ft) without
finding any sign of a floor.

It was thought that there was a
possibility of the base being at the

Pitchcroft Report, April 2013
David Adams

same level as the brick floor found at
the base of the deep excavation, but
a large tree blocks the likelihood of
proving a connection. The material
being excavated was soil down to
heavy clay making hand excavation
difficult. The two walls are built of
thick square blocks rather than bricks
and are in the form of a horseshoe
from the shaft with the outer end
open. Alan Taylor in a letter has
suggested that it might have held
part or even a cylinder of an early
pumping system, or a balance pit to
hold a counterweight to the pump
rods.

D.A. made measurements and
commenced a drawing, also preparing
a section of the pillars of Site 3.
Finally J.H. levelled off the disturbed
area to the north of Site 3 and filled in

the test pits outside the wall of the
apse. There is still no sign of
foundations, which may have held a
pumping engine adjacent to the
shaft, but in this we may be misled by
thinking of Cornish engine type
layouts that came later. The original
engines would have been simpler and
in an age of experiment probably
special to each site, hence the lack of
comparison with other known sites of
similar age.

D.A. made a brief inspection of the
drawing shaft which revealed that the
aircraft tracking cover had markedly
deteriorated during the winter with a
large hole sufficient for an animal to
fall through, this will need to be
reported to the landowner and tenant
in due course and an arrangement
made for some action to be taken.

New Potash Mine Delay
Plans for the potash mine in the
North York Moors national park have
been delayed by at least a year. Sirius
Minerals wants to build the mine near
Whitby and connect it by pipeline to
a new port on Teesside. It has
announced that a full assessment of

the project’s environmental impact
will not be ready until July 2014 - a
year later than its original plans. This
means permission for the mine might
not be granted until December 2014.

News Reports, 16th September

View videos of the replacement of the
Boulby headframe during the summer:

www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/video-
cleveland-potash-mine-tower-5666883

www.whitbygazette.co.uk/news/
business/tower-demolition-as-boulby-
upgrades-1-5925915

New Boulby Headframe
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New Building at Black Tom
Official Opening, 31st August 2013

Above: The Jigs on their final spot, (14th July) before
the construction of the building.

Above: The completed set-up inside the new building on
the 31st August.

Right: The crowd assembles
around Black Tom ready for the
opening.

Left and below: After speeches by Clive Dean
(Shropshire Council) Colin Armfield (SMT), Richard
Cundal (Ludow Walls Trust - sponsors of the
building) and local councillor Heather Kidd, Mrs.
Peggy Chidley (supported by Vincent Chidley) was
invited up to cut the ribbon and open the building.

Pictures: Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings
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Shropshire Mines 100 Years  Ago, 1913
Ivor Brown

Mines Inspector Hugh Johnstone’s
report for 1913 shows that the
number of mines in Shropshire had
increased from 52 to 56 and the coal
output alone had increased to
845,727 tons, an increase of nearly
10%. This however was partly
because there had been a major strike
of coal miners in 1912. Fireclay
production also increased from about
26,000 tons to 29,000 but red clay,
pyrites and ironstone had fallen
dramatically (to 20,882 tons, 25 tons
and 2,489 tons respectively).
Ironstone production was down by
about 30% because the Madeley
Wood Company furnaces had been
blown out in 1912, leaving only those
of the Lilleshall Company.

The number of persons employed
under the Coal Mines Act were; 3,075
males underground (including 122
boys under 16 years), 634 males on
surface (including 3 boys under 14
years) and 9 females.

Three mines were now using coal
cutting machines (2 in 1912).

Four persons were killed in mines
under this Act during 1913 (about 1
for every 1,000 employed, as
compared with over 3 in the
Worcester pits). There was one
explosion in Shropshire at
Cruckmeole Pit, which injured one
man who had climbed over a ‘No
Road’ fence into old workings to get
some clay for use as stemming. He
ignited gas with his candle.

Fatal Accidents
At Brandlee Pit - the undermanager
went down a sump to examine it and
a rock fell from the side upon him.
At Woodhouse Pit, a youth was
killed on his first day underground
while helping on a haulage way, he
was crushed.
At Kemberton Pit a collier, acting as a
rescueman, was poisoned by gas
when opening up some workings that
had been closed following a fire (see
‘Below’ Winter 2006.4 or Club
Account No.24 p50 for details).
At Freehold Pit, a coal picker on the
surface was crushed when his
clothing got caught in machinery.

As the Coal Mines Act 1911 was now
in force, there was some practical
difficulties in getting everyone to
comply, for example exemption
certificates had had to be granted to
Kemberton, Meadow, Rock, and
Lawley to the use of overwind
prevention equipment,.

Birmingham University was now
charged with the examination of all
firemen (deputies) and shotfirers in
Shropshire and for the training of
Mines Rescue Teams (Three teams
from Madeley Wood Pits had been
trained during the year). Lilleshall
Rescue Station had trained 12 men.

During the year 282 horses were
employed underground, 5 had been
destroyed following accidents and 3
by disease. Eighty-two were injured
in accidents and 2 were found to
have been ill-treated.

Only two pits had used electricity
during the year, none had used it for
winding or ventilation. Aggregate
horsepower in use had been 120 hp.
for washing or screening, 11 for
haulage on surface and 130
underground, 70 for pumping, 135 for
portable machinery and 40 hp. for
other uses.

Metalliferous Mines Act
Twelve mines were at work during
the year, employing 128 men
underground, 90 on the surface, plus
one female, total 219.

There had been a substantial
increase at Bog Mine 94 to 112, and
an increase at Snailbeach (one,
making 38). Mineral output was
increasing and in 1913 was 13,772
tons barytes, 276 tons lead ore, 444
tons zinc ore and 240 tons limestone.

No fatal accidents occurred during
the year.

Quarries Act
70 quarries employed 1,596 persons
(no females and only 1 boy age 12-14
years. These produced 55,556 tons
brickclay, 514,778 tons igneous rock,
19,458 tons gravel and sand, 176,200
tons limestone and 15,176 tons

sandstone, all except sandstone were
an increase on the previous year.

There was one fatality, at Clee Hill
Dhustone Quarry, one quarryman,
George Mapp, was working at the
foot of the quarry face when a
boulder, about 3cwt. fell from a joint
50ft. above him. The accident
followed heavy rain.

Appendix
The following list gives all mines
employing over 10 persons in 1913.

List of Mines in 1913 under
the Coal Mines Act.
Key: C =Coal, FC = Fireclay, RC =
Red Clay, I = Ironstone.

Coalbroodale Coalfield
Benthall (FC) - 11, Rock (C) - 16,
Turners Yard - 11, Jubbs Leasow
(RC) - 16, Alders Meadow (RC) - 12,
Gitchfield (RC) - 11, Brandlee (C, FC) -
15, New Lawley (C) - 32, Heath Hill
(C) - 16, New Works (C) - 19,
Freehold (C) - 440, Grange (C) - 148,
Granville (C) - 148,
Hydraulic (FC) - 13, Stafford (C) - 304,
Woodhouse (C) -501, Blests Hill (RC)
and Shaws (C, FC) - 12, Halesfield (C,
I) and Kemberton (C, I) - 504,
Meadow (C, I) - 78, Lawley (C) - 12,
Broseley (RC) - 12.

Shrewsbury Coalfield
Cruckmeole (C) - 71,
Hanwood (C) - 105, Moat Hall (C) -
43, Arscott (C) - 82.

Wyre Forest Coalfield
Billingsley (C) - 238, Highley (C) -
402, Kinlet (C) - 317.

Clee Hill Coalfield
Catherton (C) - 12, Trout (C) - 33.

List of Mines in 1913 under
Metalliferous Mines Acts
Key: B = Baryte, L = Lead Ore, Z =
Zinc Ore.

Snailbeach (B, L, Z) - 38, Bog (L, Z) -
112, Rhadley & Rock (B) - 18,
Cothercott (B) - 14.
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Snailbeach “Beach Party”
Weekend 13th-14th July

As part of  the community events
over the weekend of the 13th-14th
July residents in the villages along
the Stiperstones were invited to make
scarecrows and place them by the
roadside. The neighbours of Nick
Southwick under the guise of “The

Lane Gang” took their inspiration
from Nick and made a ‘Miner’
scarecrow - allegedly designed to
look like Nick it ended up looking
more like Steve Holding - you can
judge for yourself in the picture
above!

Much to everyone’s surprise the
scarecrow won  ‘Gold’ - it was a
striking figure (the scarecrow not
Nick) and the first of the scarecrows
encountered as you entered
Snailbeach from Plox Green.

A number of ‘features’ surrounding
the scarecrow hinted at their
inspiration - bottles of beer, self-
rescuer, bottles of beer, black cat,
bottles of beer . . .  makes you
wonder how they thought of it!

Congratulations to the ‘Lane Gang’.

Pictures: Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings
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What the Papers Said - Wellington Journal & Shrewsbury News
submitted by Steve Dewhirst

was a mistake. After the late Mr. More’s death, a
company for Gritt and Ladywell, managed by
Cook and Thomas, purposed to divide the two
setts, which he (Mr. More) allowed on the condition
of a company being arranged for the Gritt, but
when he found Baron Grant wanted it, he opposed
it. This mine was now being started, he hoped,
under favourable auspices.

The history of the Roman Gravels was better
known. Mr. Salmon was the first who took it
when Mr. More’s father proposed to work it
himself, but was advised by his solicitor not to
incur the responsibility. Sir Charles Lyell gave his
(Mr. More’s) father the character of being a
perfect authority on the district, and the event
proved his opinion of the Roman Gravels to have
been perfectly right, and Mr. More regretted that
his father had not worked the mine himself as Mr.
Beaumont worked theirs in Northumberland.

The model he made of the district obtained a prize
medal in the exhibition of 1861, and he hoped
would be placed for reference in the Museum at
Shrewsbury. He suggested that different authorities
should under-take a short sketch of each mine,
which should be sent to Mr. Higgins, whom he
proposed should jointly edit them with himself.
He himself would write the history of locomotion
in the district, commencing with the road to
Minsterley made by his uncle, Mr. Bridgeman
More, and the different attempts to make a railway
line the district. These facts might be of use to of
the generations after they were all forgotten. Mr.
More ton, Mr. Salmon, and Sir Roderick Murchison
had left materials which would help the compilation
of a concise history of the district. Mr. More then
gave an account of Sir Roderick Murchison’s last
visit, when the latter gave Mr. More the benefit of
seven years’ experience in the district 40 years
before.

Mr. Edward Marston was of opinion that part of
the dividend of £120,000 paid on the Roman
Gravels shares had been set aside as a means of
working the mines during the time when lead fell
in value, and that the mine should not have stopped.
Captain Oldfield, of Snailbeach, supported the
proposal to write an account of the mines, and
gave his opinion that this was the best mining
district in England, and that the same veins ran

LEAD MINES IN SHROPSHIRE. RETROSPECTIVE & PROSPECTIVE VIEWS.

Yesterday week a meeting was held at Shelve
School to consider the propriety of drawing up a
statement of the history of these mines. The room
was well filled. The Rev. R. Relton presided, and
stated that he had asked Mr. More to give a
lecture, and that he had chosen this subject.

Mr. More said he had suggested this as being of
practical interest to them. Strangers were now
inquiring about these mines, and it would be useful
to print the most authentic facts. He then sketched
what was known of them in the time of the
Romans, in the reign of Henry II., and in the
middle ages, and said that the first case reported
by Plowden was a case of royalty for gold, of
which two instances were given in Shropshire, one
near Shifnal and one at Pontesbury. Then in modern
times he knew Snailbeach was worked about 120
years ago ; for his great-grandfather, dying in
1780, Pemberton, the solicitor of the family, sold
a share of a quarter of an interest in Snailbeach for
£500.

The speaker’s grandfather and other gentlemen
tried their hands at Snailbeach, and being told by
the best authority of the time that he would eat all
the lead that was ever found at Snailbeach, they
gave up, but the men drove on and cut the lode
which had been worked for more than 100 years,
so that the man who said he would “eat all the
lead” must have required a good digestion.

Then came the Laurences, of whom a lady member
was still living at Pontesbury. Then the Farmers’
Company of 32 members, who knew what they
were about, and drove the Leigh level about 1½
miles, to near Hope Church. The driving of this
level was the chief point which had been
overlooked. The Laurences and the Farmers’
Company seem to have had the whole district, but
he did not know who began the Wood level.

Then came Mr. Ward and Mr. Dickin at the Grit,
who employed 300 men for 40 years, where a Mr.
Dickin lived as agent. After this the lease was sold
by arrangement with the late Mr. More to Mr.
John Taylor, the well-known mining agent, who
took that with Ladywell, and purposed to get rid
of his company and take the Ladywell alone,
which Mr. More’s father would not allow, and got
rid of Mr. Taylor, which he (Mr. More) thought
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straight though into North Wales. Three causes
had operated against the district, viz., bad
management, the broker system, and high royalty.
By bad management he meant following the pipes
of ore down as had been done at the Bog for 500
yards without extending the workings. He spoke
in favour of a drainage company to continue the
Leigh level, and instanced one in which the
expenditure of £10,000 in drainage of the Halkyn
Mines had paid the shareholders £90,000. He
strongly supported the publication of a book of
the mines.

Mr. Gwilliam spoke in favour of a school of
mines for the district, and thought lectures should
be given there on mining.

Mr. Lewis, of Pennerley, said the mines were full
of pipes of ore, which would pay well.

Mr. More then replied. Alluding to the railway
schemes, he said a gentleman was coming down
to consider the question. He denied that there
were any high royalties now. They had established
a sliding scale as advised by Mr. Bewricke, the
manager of Mr. Beaumont’s late mine. The Duke
of Cleveland’s sliding scale in Durham began at 1-
18 when lead was low.

Mr. Gwilliam proposed, and Mr. Oliver seconded,
a vote of thanks to Mr. More for taking so much
interest in the neighbourhood.

Mr. More, in reply, said he hoped all would pull
together now that another company were coming
to take over the Wood Mine. If they could start a
sufficient number of mines, then they would have
a railway. (Cheers.) He begged all who had facts
worth knowing to send them to Mr. Higgins or
himself, and then they might meet again to consider
what they would publish.

22
nd
 January 1898

What the Papers Said
Continued ...

Romania Gold Project “Back On”
Canadian mining firm Gabriel Resources Ltd wants to
expand and modernise a communist era open-cast
gold mine at Rosia Montana in Transylvania, northern
Romania.

The mine is on top of one of Europe’s largest gold
deposits. However the project has been held up for
more than a decade by a row over its environmental
impact. The mine would cut into mountain peaks and
involve heavy use of cyanide.

The project may now be back on track after the
Romaninan government approved new draft
legislation on the Rosia Montana Project. The
Romanian parliament will consider the bill during
September. If adopted by the Romanian parliament it
will set the framework to significantly accelerate the
development of Europe’s largest gold mine at Rosia
Montana and other mining projects in Romania.

Gabriel Resources control Rosia Montana Gold
Corporation (RMGC), which would develop the mine.
But the Romanian state’s stake in the project would
rise to 25% from a current 20%.
The royalty rate for the Romanian state would also
rise from the current 4% to 6%.

Gabriel Resources says RMGC would "undertake to
preserve cultural heritage, ensure environmental
protection and eliminate historical pollution".

The company says the project “will create an average
of 2,300 jobs in the construction phase and 900 in the
operational phase”. They also say they will
“undertake to preserve cultural heritage, ensure
environmental protection and eliminate historical
pollution”. However the Rosia Montana Cultural
Foundation, which is opposed to the mine, fear that
mine expansion would ruin a picturesque area and
wreck ancient Roman mining galleries. The company
admits that large sections of the ancient mines would
be destroyed, along with the peaks of four local
mountains.

BBC News, 8th August 2013

Bosnian Miners Leave Pit After Strike
About 140 coal miners who
barricaded themselves (between
100m and 250m below ground) at the
Djurdjevik mine in northern Bosnia-
Hercegovina for 3 days in a dispute
over pay and recruitment resurfaced
after a deal had been reached
between the miners, management and
the mine owners.

The strike was triggered by the

decision of the mine’s supervisory
board to appoint a new company
secretary. The Union said this
violated an agreement with the
government to hold off recruitment of
administrative staff until the miners’
wages went up. The mine has agreed
to dismiss the company secretary
and begin hiring more production
workers. An agreement was also
reached over pay.

The government of Bosnia’s
autonomous Muslim-Croat federation
is majority owner of EPBiH, the utility
that operates the Djurdjevik mine,
which employs more than 1,000
people and produces about 600,000
tonnes of coal per year, supplying
the power plant at the nearby town of
Tuzla.

BBC News 4th September 2013
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Events, Books & Web Sites

Rope & Rope Haulage
Just published by C. E. Mountford
and available from the Industrial
Railway Society.

Pages 229-234 contains a description
of the Carmears Incline, near Ponts
Mill, Par, which was rare in that it was
worked by a waterwheel.

Otherwise it gives general
information about this route
instigated by J. T. Treffry in 1837.

Simon Hughes

Adventurers in the Lead
Trade - being an account of

the Mining Interests of the
Thornhill family of Stanton
Hall, Nr Bakewell,

Derbyshire

By Jim Rieuwerts, Hard back, 162pp,
255mm x 155mm luxury lead-grey
clothbound only 300 copies
produced in full colour.

The book features rare original maps,
charts and illustrations from the
Stanton Archive and Dr. Rieuwerts’
private collection, additional
photographs by Paul Deakin, Philip
Wolstenholme and vintage
photographs of Millclose Mine and
its miners.

Commissioned by the Davie-
Thornhill Estate of Stanton Hall in
Derbyshire, the limited edition book
details the history of the Thornhill
family’s involvement in lead-mining
between the 17th and 19th centuries,
and their enthusiastic investment of
venture capital into pioneering
technical solutions for de-watering
the orefield, and in many cases
producing huge returns on their
investments.

They co-funded some of the longest,
deepest and most famous soughs in
Derbyshire, and installed multiple
Newcomen water-pumping engines
deep underground in the pursuit of
more lead.

Many of the sites photographed in
the book are rarely visited and/or
poorly documented, and include
Odin Mine, Blue John Caverns/
Waterhull Mine, Mandale Mine,
Yatestoop Sough and Drake Mine in
Winster.

Price: £25.00 + P&P

All books mentioned here are
available from Mike Moore at Club
meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk

Online Mapping of
Mines in the British
Isles
The Northern Mine Research Society
is pleased to announce this major
advance in the research tools
available on its website.

Mike Gill has prepared extensive
databases giving the locations and
historical details of coal and
metalliferous mines in the British
Isles. Starting with coal, these are
now being made available on the
website by superimposing the data
on Google Earth mapping.

Some 23,000 mines will be covered,
and basic information such as the
opening and closing dates, the
mineral worked, and the ownership
history (all where known) is given.

To find the “Collieries of the British
Isles”:

go to the ‘Mining in the British Isles’
section of the main website
(www.nmrs.org.uk)

Click on ‘Information’ (penultimate
entry on the option bar) and
select ‘Mines Information’.

Click on Coal, and at the foot of the
map choose the 'Online Mapping'
option.

Mike Gill

A direct link to get onto these pages:

www.nmrs.org.uk/mines/coal/maps/

100th Anniversary of
Stainless Steel

Historical Metallurgy Society
Annual Conference

19th-20th October 2013
Cutlers’ Hall, Sheffield, S1 1HG

On the 20th August 1913, local
metallurgist Harry Brearley made his
first arc furnace cast of stainless steel
in Sheffield. Therefore to mark this
occasion the Historical Metallurgy
Society is holding its 2013 Annual
Conference in the Cutlers’ Hall in
Sheffield.

There will be a mixture of
presentation on stainless steel, other
recent alloys and metal-working
techniques on the Saturday. The
programme is up on our website. As
a special treat we have access to one
of the private rooms in the Hall where
you can see the display of the
Brearley knives that he assembled
and gave to the Company in the
1930s.

The Sunday will be field trip to
Kelham Island Museum, home of one
of only three Bessemer Converters
left in the world. There will also be
the opportunity to see the 12,000
horse power River Don Engine at
work!

Bookings close on the 20th of
September, but to assist if you are
intending to come could you send
Eleanor Blakelock an email on the
address below so that I can confirm
numbers.

For more information visit
hist-met.org/meetings/31-hms-

annual-conference-oct-2013.html

NAMHO Conference
2014, Bangor, 25–27
July 2014 - Papers

Papers are invited on all aspects of
the development of technology
involved in mining and quarrying.

Submissions of papers should be
made to Dave Linton
dave.linton@hendrecoed.org.uk
Tel: 01341 280901.
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Books and Videos

HISTORIC MINES OF SPAIN VOL.2

full details available at:
www.iarecordings.org

EXPLORING THE MINES OF SIERRA MINERA AND MAZARRÓN

In April 2008, the Club visited the
Sierra Minera region of Murcia in
Spain to see some of the vast range
of ancient and modern mines which
survive so well in the area. At scores
of sites, flat-rope winders stand
beside intact steel or wooden
headframes over extremely deep open
shafts! The footage in this recording
is a compilation of the many sites
visited, along with location maps and
captions - it has no commentary, but
there is incidental dialogue in
Spanish and English.

Las Matildes mining museum near La
Unión, is where the Fundación Sierra
Minera  preserves and exhibits a wide
variety of mines, buildings and
equipment. Later we visited the
picturesque ruins in the Rambla del
Avenque and at Portman we explored
part of the large elaborate processing
mill Lavadero Roberto.

At La Union, we toured the work
being done to convert Agrupa
Vicenta into a show mine, then
followed the "33 Road" mine track
over the mountain through Roman
mining remains and past
manganese kilns to Portman Bay.
At Corta Emilia we were given
permission to examine a unique
donkey gin.

Cabezo Rajado - the "Riven Hill"
has been mined for hundreds of
years and still has plenty to show:
450m deep shafts, ornate steel
headframes, a flat rope winder, a
large mill containing 40 wooden
flotation cells and a ball mill.
The winder at Mina Ocasión, La
Union, has both its flat ropes still
in good condition.

At El Lirio, levels with wooden pit
props lead to an underground
stables. Other sites visited include:
Corta Brunita opencast, La Parreta,
Lavadero San Ignacio, Jose Maestre
tunnel and more ...

Mazarrón west of Cartagena is an
ochre-red zone of rich lead and silver,
mined before the Romans. The hill is
cut by open stopes and dotted with
open shafts; many with headframes
of stone, wood or steel. Under a
wooden building, a steam winder still
has its flat ropes connected to a
wooden headframe.

Running time: 1 hour 42 minutes

Price: £14. 40 (High Definition Blu-ray
version £18.00)
Discounted price for Club members:
£ 10 (£14 for Blu-ray) - if you collect
e.g. at Club Meetings.

The Lead, Copper & Barytes
Mines of Shropshire

By Michael Shaw, Logaston press.

While SCMC publications have often
carried articles about the various
mines covered by this book, there
has long been a need to try and pull
everything together into a coherent
publication. In this aim Mike Shaw
has been very successful.

He has spent years researching
records and books, talking to
surviving miners, members of their
families, SCMC members and tracking
down original documents and the
sites of numerous mines - many of
which only lasted a year or two!

The first few chapters cover the early
mining history of Shropshire, the
products and processes, before
delving off into the different mining
areas and covering the mines in more
detail, so it will have general appeal.

There are plenty of interesting
snippets and facts to keep
‘enthusiasts’ engaged. This excellent
publication is a must for anyone
interested in Shropshire’s mining
history.

ISBN: 978-906663-09-4
Softback, 320 pages, over 200 b&w
photographs, drawings and plans.
Price £12.95.

Available from Mike Moore at Club
meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk

Cornish Explosives
By Bryan Earl, hardback 365pp 2nd
edition (which is completely revised
updated and extended with many
previously unpublished photos), this
superb book has been reduced from
£35.00 to £15.00 an absolute steal
the book describes the industry in
Cornwall and also explains the
manufacture of explosives.

I can’t praise this book enough and
at this price for a hardback it would
be crazy not to add this to your
bookshelf

Its available from all good stockists
including myself.

Price: £15.00 + P&P
Mike Moore
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Diary Dates
2013

Club Officers

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

18th -19th October: The Forgotten
State of Industry Conference,
Glendalough Hotel, Co. Wicklow.

25th -28th Ocotber: 29th SUICRO
Symposium, Hotel Doolin, Co. Clare.

16th November: JRat’s Digging
Award evening, Priddy.

30th Oct. to 3rd November: Casola
2013 - Undergorund Internaitonal
Speleology Meeting, Casola
Valsenio, Italy.

11th December: Wilderness Lecture:
Diving in Darkness by Rick Stanton,
7.30pm. Chemistry Lecture Theatre,
University of Bristol.

2014
1st January: Columns Open Day,
Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.

25th -27th July: NAMHO
Conference 2014, Bangor, Gwynedd  -

Call for Papers
Papers are invited on all aspects of
the development of technology
involved in mining and quarrying.

Submissions should be sent to
Dave Linton
dave.linton@hendrecoed.org.uk
Tel: 01341 280901.

Aids for Scaling the Heights . . .

It’s no good . . .

the pitch is too high!

Dum-dee-dum!

Membership, BCA Rep &
Insurance: Mike Davies

Tackle:  Andy Harris

Training Officer:
Andrew Wood

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

‘Below’ Editor, Publications:
Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: David Adams

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Vacant

Secretary:  Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Conservation: David Poyner

NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding


