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Congratulations
To Stuart Tyrer on passing his “Basic Cave Diver”
course with Martyn Farr at Porth-yr-Ogof on the 21st
January. This means he has now been upgraded from
“Cavern” diver, so he can venture further
underground.

Stuart and fellow club member Andy Kennelly have
dived a number of mine and cave sites, the videos of
their exploits can be seen on YouTube just search
for:

 stdivingservices or  andykennelly1

in the YouTube search box to see a list of all the
videos they’ve uploaded (they don’t all involve
diving - Andy’s NAMHO winch trip is worth a look!)

Trainee Cave Divers at Porth-yr-Ogof, Stuart is on the right.
(Martyn Farr)

Snailbeach Reservoir
During 2011 the mine reservoir at
Snailbeach dried up. The press had a
field day claiming it happened
‘overnight’ and showed pictures of
the angling club rescuing the fish. In
reality the level fell gradually during
2011, exactly why is not known.

Some claim it is due to leaks, but it’s
probably a combination of factors,
from low rain fall, evaporation, the
loss of feeders and the fact that the
maximum level of the reservoir has
been lowered to reduce pressure on
the earth dam.

The reservoir at
the end of end of
September 2011
(Nick Southwick)

The reservoir in
February 2012.

There is some
water in it, but not
much due to lack
of rain!
(Kelvin Lake -

I.A.Recordings)
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News Round-Up 1
Ivor Brown

Dark Lane Pit
This year is the 150th Anniversary of
Shropshire’s worst pit accident which took
place on 29th December, 1862 at Dark Lane Pit
(near Telford Town Centre on Stafford Park). By
coincidence the shafts have recently been
exposed during development works (see Below
2011.5, page 2).

In November 2011 work commenced on drilling
and resealing the shafts (see picture left).

It is not known whether any event has been
arranged to mark this disaster, but see the article
about the mine on page 14 of this issue of
Below.

Left: Drilling the Dark Lane Shafts (November
2011) to determine conditions of the fill etc.

(I.J.Brown Collection)

UK Coal has been ordered to pay
£1.2m after four miners died following
safety breaches at two of its
collieries.

Anthony Garrigan, 42, Paul Hunt, 45,
and Trevor Steeples, 46, died in
accidents at Daw Mill colliery, near
Coventry, in 2006 and 2007.

Paul Milner, 44, died after an accident
at the now-closed Welbeck Colliery
in Nottinghamshire, in 2007.

The firm admitted offences under
health and safety laws during a
hearing at Sheffield Crown Court.

UK Coal Fined over Mine Deaths
UK Coal was fined £112,500 in
relation to each incident and ordered
to pay a further £187,500 in costs in
each case.

Mr Justice MacDuff told Sheffield
Crown Court he would not impose a
penalty so high it would cripple the
struggling firm. He urged the families
of the dead men to focus on the total
combined financial penalty.

It was stated that the firm was
“trading on the edge of viability” and
that “It would be in no-one's interest
if the company ceased to trade or if it

had to reduce further the scope of its
operations.”

It was also stated, that unlike most
criminal acts, there was no intention
to kill or injure and all it would have
taken to prevent these deaths was
better management and proper hazard
control by UK Coal

Doncaster-based UK Coal employs
about 2,700 people. It reported losses
of £124.6m in 2010, following losses
of £129.1m in 2009 and £15.6m in
2008.

News Reports, 14 December 2011

Kemberton Pit
A photograph taken at Kemberton
Pit, Madeley (see right) has recently
been located which is believed to
show the owners/directors of the
Madeley Wood Company inspecting
the recently enlarged pit bottom of
the mine in c1944.

The directors (Cadman family) are
believed to be those in white coats,
centre and right. The person on the
left is the manager Mr.G.Scott. Others
in the picture include Mr. F.Carney
(chief engineer), A.Stephen (chief
electrician) and A.Gracion (foreman
underground electrician).

Some of the men carry no lamps and/
or wear ordinary caps, presumably
because they have “just popped

Left to right: G.Scott, F.Carney, A.Stephen, A.Gracion, Mr.Cadman
(Director), Shaft sinkers H.Lloyd and T.Biggs, Mr.Cadman (Director).

down” the shaft to see the newly permanently lighted pit bottom.
(Thanks to Ray Rushton and Tom Price for help in identifying the persons).
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The New Year party consisted of
David Adams, David Poyner, Peter
Eggleston, Kelvin Lake and John
Hendy with his digger.

David P. continued to investigate the
original site, now called Site 1,
cleaning off and digging to wall
footings in what we think is the
flywheel slot. He came to the
conclusion that the walls had been
extensively rebuilt at some period,
the foundations being much deeper
on one side than the other. He
considered that there might be
fragments of an older arrangement of
winding house and slot underneath
the main structure. He also found
another foundation parallel to the
iron pipe leading from the brick
soakaway.

The site was visited by Don
Langford, a senior member of
Newport History Society, and one
who had spent many years assisting
at the excavations of Tong Castle
before the remains were cleared for
the M54 Motorway.

After being conducted around the
two digs Don kindly offered to spend
time in the I.G.M.T. Library at
Coalbrookdale to study the Lilleshall
Company’s collection for any
references to the Pitchcroft Mine.

By means of laying out four white
posts it was possible for Peter and
David Adams to once again line up

the ‘slot’ with the main drawing shaft
26 metres distant.

Unfortunately there is a big tree in
the way, but nevertheless this
proved that the south side of the
flywheel wall is aligned with point
only 1.5 metres to the left of the
rough centre of Dog Shaft, rather
closer than previously thought. So
for perfect alignment a winding spool
could have been entirely plausible
about 1 metre north of the flywheel
wall, to the right of the engine house
contained in a wooden frame that has
left no trace, similar to that at the
Rats Pit which has also left no traces.

The main work of the day was to
attempt to extend the radial brick
lined trench or culvert into the mine
spoil heap. Part of this was cut away
by the digger enabling some ten
metres to be revealed, the end
curving more sharply to pass under
the edge of the heap.

No sign of the expected arched roof
was found where it entered the
mound, but there were signs that the
brickwork had been corbelled in to
cover. So far there is a gap at the top
with rubble jammed in it, and the
culvert is full of fill; including the fine
dry sand or ash found earlier, brick
rubble, and for the first time iron
artefacts such as a clean well- cast
lug, a rusty iron bolt and a thin rusty
plate with holes. There is also un-
burnt coal, clinker and vitrified brick.

Pitchcroft Excavations, 15th January 2012
David Adams

Above: The grill on top of the broken
‘beehive’ cap on the pumping shaft.

(All pictures this article:
Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Above: View West along the brick
lined ‘culvert’ near the pumping
shaft.

Below: View South-west along the
brick lined ‘culvert’ to John Handy
excavating its route under the pit
mound.

The winding engine site, with white marker posts heading to the shafts.



4 “Below” 2012.1

Much time was spent by John
digging himself a platform in the side
of the mound to work from so it was
only possible to extend the culvert
excavation by a couple of metres.

Kelvin also found also signs of a
hard platform by the side of the
culvert within the mound. The
bottom was swept to reveal a brick
floor laid diagonally prior to the
building of the side walls. Levelling
proved that this floor sloped 1 foot in
8 towards the mound.

Some of the barbed wire surrounding
the shafts could be recovered and it
was considered that in view of the
generosity of the Duchy and their

tenant David Williams in allowing us
to excavate these sites and to ensure
our future access in the future it has
been proposed that, if the tenant or
estate was prepared to pay for the
materials the Club might undertake
the necessary safety measures.

These being to grill the shafts
properly, but not before we descend
Dog Shaft to the platform, from which
an accurate heading and length for
the Day level could be ascertained, it
would then be possible to find the
nearest surface location by the use of
induction loops.

Once the grill had been replaced new
posts could be provided and the
shaft areas re-wired.

Pitchcroft Excavations, 15th January 2012
Continued ...

The current “end” of the culvert.
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We arrived at Dinas Rock at about 10
in the morning and started to
assemble and test the diving kit. This
done we had to split the load (approx
50 kg) so it could be carried up to the
mine.

After two trips we set up a dive base,
and double checked the kit. We went
over the dive plan, then kitted up and
checked everything was ok. We then
belayed a line above the water level
and headed down in to the water.

At 3.5 metres we came across the pre-
fixed line, so we belayed the reel to
that and headed off.

Down the tunnel to our left the line
then went right and down to the next
level.

Following along this level for about
25m the line went back up to the
upper level, across it, then back
down, so we jumped the gap and
carried on along the tunnel until we
reach the third of our gas supply at
this point we turned around and
headed back to  the surface.

At the surface we recalculated our
gas supplies and planned dive 2.

This time we headed down and went
to the right Gareth was tasked with
laying the lifeline. This entailed
belaying the line every 5 metres and
every change of direction and depth.

We followed this level along for
about 50m then we came to an old
mine cart.

Gareth belayed the line to this and we
pressed on to the entrance to the
next chamber where we reach our
thirds limit at 75m out so we turned
and headed back to the surface.

Next dive . . . a site in North Wales.

Diving at Dinas Silica Mine, 23rd October 2011
Stuart Tyrer

Above: Belaying to the pre-fixed line at 3.5m.

Below: Moving along the flooded tunnel.

Right: Abandoned mine truck used
as a belay on the second dive.

All pictures: Stuart Tyrer
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Smelter
Further work to restore this site has
recently been undertaken. The roof
and ventilator on the main smelter
building have been repaired and look
fine (see picture). Work has also
been done to provide additional
support to the wall of the structure.

Black Tom
In the Black Tom shaft area there is
now a new squat ‘A’ section
headframe which bears only a
passing resemblance to the original
vertical support ‘H’ section frame
(compare the picture of the new
headframe with the 1960s one below).

It is also difficult to see how the
former kibble and counterbalance
winding system could have operated
on the new headframe due to the
position of the twin pulleys over the

Snailbeach Mine Site Developments
Ivor Brown

Repaired roof and ventilator, Snailbeach smelter 2011.  (I.J.Brown Collection)

old shaft (at least these are original).

Some statements on the nearby
explanatory board are doubtful, for
example the mine did not “close in

1910 or 11”, but pumping did cease.
Work indeed continued and in fact
the labour force doubled at this time
(see “100 Years Ago” on page 19 of
this issue).

Far left: Original Black
Tom headframe in the
late 1960s.

(Brian Tildesley)

Above, Left & Right: The completed English Heritage headframe, February 2012. It is shorter than the original,
narrower at the top where the sheaves are mounted, causing the legs directly below the sheaves to be splayed
out. These centre legs are also not vertical like the original.                                               (Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Left: New 2012,
English Heritage
version, from almost
the same angle (due
to trees and house
extensions it’s not
easy to see from the
1960s position).

(Kelvin Lake -
I.A.Recordings)
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Electricity was first introduced at
Shropshire mines in the years before
the First World War. The Madeley
Wood Company was an early
pioneer, as Ivor Brown has related in
a recent issue of Below. Thus in 1911
there was an electric coal cutter at
Madeley Wood Colliery and in the
same year a motorman was
electrocuted at Halesfield1 .

At the same time, in the Wyre Forest
Coalfield, Billingsley Colliery was
being redeveloped and electric power
was used both underground and on
the surface to drive motors and
lighting. It was generated in a
powerhouse on the surface;
photographs taken at this time show
overhead cables distributing the
power to various buildings around
the colliery site. The screens for
Billingsley Colliery were about a
quarter of a mile from the pit itself at
Priors Moor (SO 716 835); the motors
here were also supplied by electricity
generated at the colliery with
distribution around the site by
overhead cable2 .

The screens at Billingsley were built
next to a small brook that provided
water for the slack washer3 . In recent
years the retaining walls built to
contain this brook have largely
collapsed, leading to considerable
scouring of the ground. A recent
collapse on the north side of the
brook has occurred between the site
of the tramway leading to the colliery
and the only building on that side of
the brook. This has revealed a
substantial electric cable, buried in
the ground.

An Early Electricity Cable from Billingsley Colliery
David Poyner

Major work at Billingsley started in
1911 and the screens were in
operation by April 1913, when the
railway leading from them to the
Severn Valley Railway was opened;
thus the cable must be around 100
years old4 .

A short section of the cable has been
removed for study (Figs 1, 2). The
outside of the cable is wound round
with string and has been dipped in
bitumen for water-proofing. Beneath
this it is wrapped with a single layer
of 32 steel(?) wires, to provide
armouring. There is then another
layer of what may be bitumenised
fabric around a lead sheath. Beneath
this are two copper conductors,
wrapped in oiled paper tape to
provide insulation. Each conductor is
made of 7 wires; the individual wires
seem to be flattened in shape rather
than round (Fig 3). The cables used
underground at Billingsley were
probably broadly similar to this,
although they are likely to have had a
second set of steel wires to give a
double layer of armouring.5

There are several points of interest
about the cable. It may be the oldest
surviving artefact relating to the use
of electricity at a Shropshire mine. Of
greater importance, it provides
information on system of electric
power used at Billingsley. By the
mid-1930s, the standard system for
any large industrial user was 3-phase
AC.

The Billingsley cable could not
possibly have been used for 3-phase
as it only has two conductors. The

probability is that it carried DC
electricity. Particularly in the years
before the First World War there was
no agreement on the best system of
electricity and powerful DC motors
were common; when electricity was
brought to Kinlet Colliery, a large DC
motor was installed underground to
extend the haulage system6 .

The cable seems to have run between
the colliery tramway and the small
building. The tramway would have
been the natural route to bring a
power supply from the colliery to the
screens as any other way would have
needed additional permissions for
way-leaves from the Barnard estate,
the landowners. Thus it is plausible
that the cable originally ran all the
way to the powerhouse at the
colliery.

The cable seems capable of
conducting a high-tension supply at
several hundred volts or more.
Whilst there are considerable power
losses over distance with DC
transmission, perhaps these could
have been tolerated over the ¼ mile
to the colliery.

Figure 1: Side view of the cable. In this figure and figure 2, the ruler is calibrated in inches.                   (David Poyner)

Figure 2: Cross section of the cable.
 (David Poyner)
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The cable enters the small building
through the floor. The building is
very difficult to study as it now has
several trees growing on it. It seems
to have been about 20 feet square,
with a concrete base, brick walls and
a tiled roof. There are no signs of any
further cables leaving the building,
although it is impossible to be sure of
this.

A few yards from where the cable
enters, there is a pipe sticking out of
the ground, about 2” in diameter.
This might have once carried water
but its function is unknown. On the
basis of this pipe, I previously
thought the building might have
housed a pump, although why this
should have been on the opposite
side of the brook to the slack washer
is not clear. However, the presence of
the cable suggests another
possibility. The building may have
held an electricity substation, to
distribute power to the other
buildings at the screens.

I would like to thank Mr Des Poyner,
ex-Alveley colliery electrician, for
commenting on the cable. The

author, his nephew, freely admits to
not understanding electricity very
well so would welcome any thoughts
on this article!

References
1 Shropshire Mines 100 years ago-

1911, I.J. Brown, Below, 2011.2, 11
2 For details of Billingsley Colliery

see The Wyre Forest Coalfield, D.
Poyner and R. Evans, Tempus,
2000, 90-5

3 See Priors Moor, Billingsley, D.
Poyner and R. Evans, SCMC

Figure 3: Detail of the end the cable, showing the paper tape insulation
around the copper wires.                                                                (David Poyner)

Annual Journal No 6, 1998, 1-7 for
an account of this site

4 An electrical engineer, Edwyn
Mortimer Collins, is recorded as
lodging at Highley in the 1911
census and he may have been
working at Billingsley, but there is
no proof of this.

5 The history of electric wires and
cables, Robert Monro Black,
Science Museum, 1983, 218-234

6 Information from the late Messrs
J. Jones and H. Bache, ex-Kinlet
miners

An Early Electricity Cable from Billingsley Colliery
Continued ...

Some Notes on Electrical Cables Used at Mines
Looking through old Coalfield guides
you come across advertisements for
a variety of cable companies. One
such firm W.T.Glover & Co. were a
major manufacturer of electrical
cables for collieries. Their “Patent
Solbit” cables were developed for
Collieries and large works, sometime
around 1911.

Glover’s power cables comprised
either twin or three-core, inner
stranded copper conductors, which
were made of  7, 19, 37, 61, 91 or 127
wires (the strands were built up
around one central wire, with first a
layer of six, then successive layers).

The stranded core could then be
insulated with paper or jute and held
in position by Vulcanized Bitumen
around a shaped core. To make an
‘armoured’ cable the resulting
bitumen and copper cores were
wrapped with tape, braid, or wire
cables, which could also be coated

with Vulcanized Bitumen.

The paper and jute wrapping was
eliminated from their “Solbit” cables
to prevent damage to the stranded
conductors by the ingress of water -
the resulting Vulcanized cable was
entirely non-hygroscopic and ideally
suited for use in Coal Mines.

Glover also made impregnated paper
lead-covered cables for colliery
lighting and power mains.

After making a solid Vulcanized
‘core’ as above with the stranded
conductors wrapped in pure
high grade paper
impregnated with a
compound that had
high insulating
properties. A lead
sheath was applied
as a solid tube under
heavy hydraulic
pressure. Outer

coverings of impregnated tapes,
braids, lappings and armourings
could then be applied to the lead
core.

The Vulcanized rubber was usually
applied  in 2 layers, referred to as the
“separator” and “jacket” the former
usually drab in
colour, and the
latter grey.

Construction details of
Glover’s Solbit Cable
(Glover’s Vade Mecum, 1918)
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In 1952 the writer was signed on at
Madeley Wood Colliery as a 15 year
old entrant by the old training officer
Albert Osbourne (see the extract from
the signing-on book below -
Mr.Osbourne added an ‘e’ to the
name, but it was corrected). The
writer remembers then signing a form
agreeing to abide by the rules of the
NCB and to them making stoppages
from his pay (42 shillings a week for
5½ days) as necessary. Union
membership was compulsory and
subscriptions were taken out by the
NCB.

The writer was the first of his
classmates to enrol that year, since
his father didn’t want him to be
“messing around after the School
Leaving Certificate Exams” were
completed!

Within weeks of starting, the writer
was put on the bottom rungs of the
much acclaimed “NCB Ladder Plan”
which was designed to take a 15 year
old entrant, subject to passing exams
and acquiring experience, to
professional membership of the
Institute of Mining Engineers at the
age of 25 years. Commitment to this
also gave exemption from the
compulsory 2 years military service at
this time.

About 6 years up the “ladder” in
1958 progress was stalled as the NCB
failed to honour its commitment to
provide the necessary opportunities
for experience as a shotfirer/deputy
grade one “on the staff”, due to
falling demand for coal and
contraction of the industry.

The writer took advice from the
National Service Authorities and was
put forward immediately for tests at
Shrewsbury Barracks for suitability
for a 3 years Short Service
Commission in the Royal Engineers
“Tunnelling” Branch* as an
alternative. The pit management
stepped in and swiftly offered a post
“on staff” and then spent some time
cancelling the alternative. Progress
up the “ladder” continued without
hitch for another 4 years.

60 Years Ago
Ivor Brown

50 Years Ago
Fifty years ago, April 1962, the writer
had obtained, by means of the
“ladder” all the academic
qualifications and mining experiences
necessary to take the final exams for
professional membership of the
Institute.

He had also reached the age of 25 so
was now free of military service
commitment. He had got married, set
up a new home and got involved with
Shropshire Mining Club. He passed
the annual 2-day exam session during
May 1962 at Stoke College - and so
had much to celebrate and still has -
this was a memorable year!

The writer was now free from military
commitment and qualified - he could
push on with the NCB, go into
another mining business, become a

Extract from the Madeley Wood Colliery Signing-on book, showing
school-leavers 1952.                        (the book is now in the IGMT Collection)

Junior First Aiders, Madeley Wood
Colliery, 1953. I.J.Brown (age 16),
third from left. A.Osbourne (Training
Officer) on right, T. Blower (Manager)
seated.

mining lecturer or go abroad - but he
also had other responsibilities to
consider!

*This was a branch of the army
based in Gibraltar. Their duties
were to construct and maintain
underground military bunkers,
storage facilities and explosives
magazines.

Cwmystwyth Update
Towards the end of 2011 Roy Fellows
announced on Adit Now that he was
pleased with the recent stabilisation
work that the Crown Estate had
carried out at Cwmystwth.

They have carried out a program of
safety and consolidation work on the
surface buildings, which are now
fenced off.

This work has involved removing a
dangerous chimney at Neville Place,

stabilising walls at the old barracks
(to prevent debris from falling into
the road), replacing lintels on some
buildings and work on the mill site.

Roy, is considering setting up a
Trust to take over the site and feels
that the work carried out not only
secures the buildings, but addresses
his major concerns regarding
potential liability should the land be
transferred to the Trust.
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Llannerch-y-Mor Lead Smelter
28th January 2012

On the 28th January Club members
Steve Holding, Nick Southwick, Gary
Price, Mike Moore, Peter Eggleston,
Andy Wood, and Kelvin Lake visited
Llannerch-y-Mor to explore the flues
of the former lead smelter of the same
name.

A previous visit by some members of
the group had identified the need for
short ladders to aid in climbing over a
series of ‘baffles’ built across the
smelter flue, so we went ‘armed’ with
several short step-ladders.

The Lead works site straddles the
A548 at Llannerch-y-Mor. On the
South side of the road was the site of
the reverberatory furnaces (now built
over by modern industrial units) with
the flue to the large chimney passing
under a minor road to a large
chimney, the base of which still
survives.

On the North side of the A548 are the
remains of the lead processing works
(now used by Abakhan Fabrics), the
sheet rolling mill building and other
structures (including the wheel pit of
a 18.3m (60ft.) diameter waterwheel)
survive. One of the new buildings
here houses an excellent cafe which
makes very good breakfasts!

The truncated remains of the large
diameter brick chimney stands on a
hill in woods on the corner of the
minor road and the A548 opposite
the main Abakhan Fabrics building.
In the woods around the chimney
can be found evidence for several
flues heading towards the chimney.
A collapse into one of these allowed
us access underground (see Plan 1).

Inside, the flue is standing height,
but of varying width. At a corner
10.05m in, the flue bends 44 degrees
and heads directly towards the
chimney for 12.10m. The section of
the flue from the bend has a series of
6 ‘baffles’ almost sealing off the flue.

These baffles, made of large bricks
and stone, are interesting in that on
the outbye side they are rendered,
but not on the inbye side. Also they
do not appear to be keyed into the
walls of the flue. It was to negotiate

View of the South-western side of
the chimney (white lettering just
visible). Peter Eggleston kneeling
beside the collapse into the flue.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Looking outbye along the flue from
the bend by the first baffle.
Scale stick = 5cm squares.

Soot stain and candle marks by the
first baffle. Scale = 1cm squares.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Looking inbye to the bend in the flue.
Peter Eggleston on the inbye side of
the first baffle. Note the ladders.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

View inbye along the baffles to the
chimney end.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Above & Below: The collapsed end
of the flue under the chimney and
remains of the 6th baffle.

(Andy Wood)
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Plan 1
Above: How to negotiate the baffles!

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Llannerch-y-Mor Lead Smelter
Continued ...
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these that we needed the short
ladders.

On the flue walls on the outbye side
of the first baffle there is evidence of
candles having been stood on ledges
either side of the flue.

Due to the presence of a Lesser
Horseshoe bat in the flue, only Andy
Wood made it to the sixth and final
baffle, where rubble appeared to
come in from the roof. It was later
estimated that this point was
approximately in the centre of the
chimney. As the bat prevented us
digging at the inbye end of the flue
we switched our attention to the
chimney.

The Chimney
On the South-east side of the
chimney there was a tantalising
‘hole’ just over 2m up the wall.
Utilising a JCB with fork-lift arm we
were able to drop an electron ladder
through the hole to reach the floor
3.6m below. Gary Price (being the
slimmest) was posted through first
and after a quick recce, announced
he had found what appeared to be an
entrance or tunnel.

Taking rough measurements from the
hole to where he was inside the
chimney, we were able to calculate
where he might be from the outside.
After posting Nick Southwick
through the hole to help Gary dig we
also started digging outside. It didn’t
take many minutes to make contact
and create a way into the interior of
the chimney.

The inside of the chimney was very
intriguing. Apart from this “entrance”
which looked more like a hearth, there
were no other entrances in the wall.
There was a stone ledge 1.5m high
(from the rubble strewn floor) and
0.5m deep running right round the
inside of the chimney, with large
stones protruding at various point -
almost like steps. On top of this ledge
in places were piles of a white
powder.

Above the ledge the chimney is
brick, but with numerous holes or

slots which once possibly held
timbers. This brick section is about
3m high, up to the remains of a brick
arched ring (about 0.5m deep) that
runs right round the inside of the
chimney. Above this ring it is brick
again, also with obvious slots and
holes. It would appear that there has
been some sort of structure inside
the chimney, possibly to aid in the
condensation of the lead fumes. Lead
dust recovered from smelter flues and
chimneys was said to be the ‘best’
and made the softest lead.

Key Chimney Dimensions
The internal diameter of the chimney
(below the ledge) is 8.58m, with the
ledge being 0.5m deep, overall
internal diameter 9.58m. Estimated
external diameter is 12m.

The RCAHMW believe that the
chimney was originally 55m (180ft)
high. The current ‘stump’ is
approximately 9m above ground level
on the up-hill side and approximately
12.6m above present ground level
(using the iron strengthening band
as the datum and assuming it is
horizontal).

Llannerch-y-Mor Lead Smelter
Continued ...

North-eastern side of chimney, Gary
Price testing the ‘hole’ with Andy
Wood looking on.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Above & Below: Using the JCB to
access the ‘hole’ in the chimney.

(Andy Wood)

Nick Southwick climbing through the
‘hole’ on the North-eastern side of
the chimney.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Above: Peter & Andy Wood digging
down to the chimney ‘entrance’.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Below: Nick Southwick digging out
of the chimney, while Peter digs in.
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The remains of a white painted
slogan can just be seen on the
western side of the chimney which
reads “LLANNERCH-Y-MOR, LEAD
CO.”. On the South-western side of
the chimney at the present top, laid in
blue or black brick is the date “1832”
(this does not seem to tally with any
of the recent published dates for the
works).

Background
This was a relatively small lead
smelter, but this area of the Flint
coast processed most of the lead ore
from Flintshire (Halkyn Mountain
mines etc.). The London Lead
Company had a very large “state-of-
the-art” smelter a couple of miles
down the road at Bagillt and there
were other smelters at Flint. It is
claimed that in the 1840s more than a
quarter of the lead in the United
Kingdom was brought to Flintshire
for smelting at Bagillt, Flint and
Llannerch-y-Mor. A particular type
of lead smelting furnace known as
the “Flint Furnace” was developed in
this area.

Thanks
We would like to thank Brian and
Emma Major for allowing us to
explore the features on their land.
Also a BIG thank you to Emma for
the excellent bacon butties and tea at
the end of the day.

Llannerch-y-Mor Lead Smelter
Continued ...

Left:
Peter looking in
to the chimney.

(Kelvin Lake -
I.A.Recordings)

Left:
Brian Major,
Nick Southwick,
Peter Eggleston,
Andy Wood &
Gary Price inside
the chimney.

(Kelvin Lake -
I.A.Recordings)

Below: Interior of the chimney.
(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Chutney Barrrels

Wanted: Gold Mine Manager
Following the departure of the
current manager the National Trust is
looking for a suitably qualified
individual to take over the running of
Dolaucothi Gold Mines.

The mine is a site of archaeological
importance (it’s still got the pick
marks the Romans left behind and
evidence of hushing on the surface).
The National Trust runs guided tours
down the mines for tourists and
school children. By law the mine must

have a manager but the challenge
facing whoever is successful in
securing the post is to conserve and
oversee the site while further
developing it as a tourist attraction.

Gold has been mined from the hills in
the Cothi Valley, Carmarthenshire
since Roman times but Dolaucothi
last functioned as a working mine in
1938.

News Reports, 6 February 2012

Stuart Tyrer has some very useful
mango chutney barrels available to
club members.

Light, screw top, waterproof they are
ideal for keeping wet and muddy kit
away from cleaner clothes or keeping
your clean clothes away from dirty
kit!

Speak to Stuart directly (at Club
meetings or on trips) if you are
interested.

Andy Wood
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Some Notes on the Mines of the Lilleshall Company, No.9
Pits in the Priorslee Field (Colliery), Ivor Brown

7. Dark Lane Pit

SJ 709 090
Worked coal and ironstone.
Sunk about 1850.

The worst disaster in the Coalfield
since official inspection records
began, about 1850, occurred at this
pit in 1862. This shaft accident took
the lives of 9 men and 3 boys, the
youngest was 14 years of age.

The pit was equipped with the most
modern equipment of the time,
including a ‘cage’ for the men to
travel in, hence its local name of
“Cage Pit” although it was sometimes
called “Flies Pit” because it was fast
and that is how it felt to the men
using it.

Shafts
By 1853 the pit was about 810 ft.
deep, later sunk to 900ft. In 1891 the
pit had two shafts, No. 1 was being
worked from 711ft. depth and No.2
from 745ft. depth, both were 8ft.
diameter. No. 1 shaft was producing
coal from the ‘Top Coal Seam’ and

No.2 ironstone from the ‘Pennystone
Seam’. The pit had over 4,600ft. of
airway in use and was ventilated by
steam jet and furnace.

This pit should not be confused with
the older “Old Dark Lane Pit” and
“New Dark Lane Pit” nearby which
were on the Malinslee and Stirchley
Estate and operated by a succession
of companies.

No detailed geological section has

been found for “Dark Lane Pit”, but if
the ‘Top Coal’ was being worked
from 711ft. and ‘Pennystone’ at 745ft.
then the lowest seams, ‘Clod’ and
‘Little Flint’ coals would have been at
about 900ft. depth.

The pit ceased production about
1900 but still employed 16
underground and 9 on surface in that
year. Pumping was continued until
about 1911.

Remembrance Card for the Dark Lane Pit Disaster, December 29th 1862.
(a smaller alternative was shown in the last issue of Below)
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Winding
The pit was wound by steam, the
engine and cage were made by the
Company, the cage is believed to
have been the first used in the
Coalfield and it was controlled by the
“latest conductor system”
(presumably rods or ropes on the
sides of the shaft in which the cage
slid to keep it steady).

There was also a “patent spring
coupling box” connecting the rope to
the cage and it was apparently this
box which broke in 1862 allowing the
cage to be released down the shaft,
thus killing the men on it.

The pit rules said that 8 persons only
should be carried in the cage, but 12
were on it when the accident
occurred. The cause of the breakage
was thought to be overloading of the
cage, but the definitive cause was
not determined.

The persons that allowed the
overloading were taken to Court and
punished (See SCMC Journal No.8,
2003).

Pumping
This was by steam, but details of the
equipment are not known. The
engine was presumably built by the
Company and remained in use until
about 1911. It was believed at the

Some Notes on the Mines of the Lilleshall Company, No.9
Pits in the Priorslee Field (Colliery), continued ...

time that pumping was necessary to
keep nearby workings clear of water.

Employment
The pit employed 29 men and 15
boys underground in 1862 (with
about half as many male and female
workers on the surface, in all about
60). In 1894 the pit employed 49
underground and 22 on the surface,
total 71.

In 1900 25 were employed, but none
are recorded in 1905.

For a pit of its size it seems to have
had more than a fair share of fatalities
including:

1860 Gas explosions, 2 men, both
colliers, separate incidents.

1862 Cage falling down shaft, 9 men
and 3 boys as mentioned above.

1870 Drum got out of gear while
descending, 1 man (a
horsekeeper)

1870 Gas explosion, 3 men (boys?),
candles ignited gas.

1872 Crushed by cage, 1 man (a
reeve or chartermaster).

1873 Wagon went over him, 1 boy (a
horse driver).

1884 Gas explosion, 2 men (ironstone
miners), use of candles.

1895 Fall of ironstone, 1 boy (a horse
driver).

The mines inspectorate were always
highly critical of
management at
this mine,
particularly of
the use of
candles to
supplement the
poor light of
flame safety
lights in places
where explosive
gas might occur.

After the 1884
incident action
was taken and all
senior officials
including the
manager were
replaced by the
Company.

In 1966 an old miner then aged 94
told the late Howard Williams that he
remembered an explosion at the
‘Cage Pit’ when “some miners were
killed”. This would almost certainly
be the 1884 explosion mentioned
above as he would then have been
about 12 years of age. He described
how he and other survivors of the
time had to escape by finding their
way in the dark (all lights had been
blown out) to a chain ladder, which
they then climbed some 60ft. to
shallower workings in the connected
Stafford Pit of the same Company
(see Below 2011.5).

Dark Lane Village Site
This is now under the Telford Town
Centre complex, about ½ mile West
of Dark Lane Pit. The village
consisted of about 60 homes, chiefly
in one very long row of 27 cottages,
and 2 shorter rows close to its
railway station and bridge over the
Coalport Branch Line.

The Methodist Chapel and an
ecclesiastical ruin (now rebuilt in the
Town Park) each lay just outside the
village). This village seems mainly to
have accommodated the miners from
the other company’s “Old and New
Dark Lane” pits since,  of the 12
persons killed in the Lilleshall Co. Pit
disaster, only one address is given,
which is in the village area. Most
come from the Oakengates, Priorslee
and St. Georges areas.

Members of the Shropshire Caving &
Mining Club began a campaign in
2000 to construct a memorial to the 12
miners who died in the 1862 Dark
Lane Pit disaster. This would have
been the disasters 140th
Anniversary, but so far it has been
unsuccessful. With 2012 being the
150th Anniversary it would be
wonderful if something could be
accomplished.

The actual shaft caps of the Dark
Lane Pits have recently been exposed
as part of a Volkswagen Dealership
project - it would be an ideal time to
remember the men who died together,
but have no communal grave or
memorial unlike others with smaller
numbers involved.
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Return to Harley Mill Culvert
21st January 2012

Following the Club visit to Harley
Mill, near Much Wenlock, and its
culvert in February 2011, the Club
was asked if we could assist the
CCTV Surveying team and ‘help’
their ‘drain’ camera down the by-
pass culvert.

On 21st January, 2012 a small team,
comprised of Neal Rushton, Andy
Harris, Peter Eggleston, Andy Wood,
Ian Cooper, Edwin Thorpe and
Kelvin Lake assembled at the mill.

Despite the heavy rain during the
previous few days the water level in
Harley Brook was well below the lip
of the culvert outfall and there was
not too much water flowing down the
culvert.

In the straws department, Kelvin and
Ian drew the shortest and got ready
to go underground. While the rest of
the team was deployed around the
surface entrances to the culvert with
PMR radios to act as safety cover. It
was found that, apart from a short
section of the culvert under the main
road embankment good radio
communications could be maintained
from underground to the surface.

The self-propelled drain camera
(costing in the region of £30,000 !)
looked small and portable, however
when you went to pick it up it was
exceedingly heavy for its size. It felt
as if it was machined form solid
stainless steel!

The plan was to send the camera
down the culvert from a manhole near
its upper end. This is the narrowest
and lowest section of the culvert,
with a flat stone floor and stone sides
supporting a stone arch. The camera
made rapid progress along here and
the underground team had trouble
keeping up!

However it wasn’t long until the
camera reached insurmountable
obstacles. These were stones that
had washed from under the
supporting arches or lifted from the
floor (leaving holes for the camera to
drop into). The underground team

then had to lift or carry the camera
over these obstacles - not an easy
task when in a flat-out crawl.
However, with Ian successfully
feeding the camera cable along the
culvert while Kelvin manoeuvred the
camera, it only took about an hour or
so to reach a chamber with room to
straighten up.

Some time was spent waiting
underground in the chamber while
the surface team tried to locate the
chamber position, seemingly without
success!

Luckily Ian (who was only in a furry)
was able to sit on a mud bank out of
the water. Kelvin had borrowed a dry
suit from Stuart Tyrer, and although
looking like a “Michelin mole” wasn’t
too cold.

Eventually, the team moved on,
surveying the junction with the Mill
tail-race and the large silt bank
partially blocking that route. Finally
reaching the outfall on the bank of
the Harley Brook.

After disconnecting the camera from
the cable Kelvin assisted the CCTV
guys in pulling the cable back
through the culvert. Eventually
arriving back at the manhole a “tad
tired” and in need of a cup of tea!

A quick survey of the upstream
section of the culvert from the
manhole to a field ditch was then
carried out. Followed by a quick de-
rig and a trip to the nearby “Plume of
Feathers” for lunch and a well
deserved pint.

Above: Harley Mill, from the old road.

Below: The survey van beside the
manhole.                           (Ian Cooper)

Above: Rear of the CCTV van with
the ‘little’ camera on the floor.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Left: Control
centre of the
CCTV van.

(Ian Cooper)
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Left: Kelvin inside the
manhole, preparing to
move the camera.

(Ian Cooper)

Return to Harley Mill Culvert
Continued ...

Left: Kelvin “Michelin
mole” in the upper
section of the culvert.

(Ian Cooper)

Left: The CCTV
camera in shallow
water.

(Kelvin Lake -
I.A.Recordings)

Above: View of the culvert chamber,
looking outbye from the upper portal.

(Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings)

Left: Ian Cooper in the
culvert chamber,
looking outbye.

(Kelvin Lake -
I.A.Recordings)

Left: Junction with the
Mill tail-race (straight
on, over silt bank), we
came down the culvert
on the right. The route
to the brook is behind
the camera.

  (Ian Cooper)

Above: Kelvin and the camer in the
culvert chamber - we had a long wait
here!                                    (Ian Cooper)

Below: Kelvin finally comes to
surface for tea!                  (Ian Cooper)
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What the Papers Said - Wellington Journal & Shrewsbury News
submitted by Steve Dewhirst

A sad fatality took place at Madeley on Tuesday.
Benjamin Bennett, an engine-driver, 60 years of
age, was engaged in Madeley Court Field in the
afternoon assisting in the repairs of a rod in the
pump shaft. Whilst working he got very wet, and
came up the pit to change himself, for which
purpose he went into the engine house. Having
changed his attire, he came out of the engine-
house, and walked towards the pit mouth, where,
missing his footing, he fell down the shaft, a
distance of some 100 yards, and was killed
instantaneously. The body was subsequently
recovered and taken to the poor man’s home in
Court Street. The sad affair created much
consternation in the neighbourhood. Deceased
leaves a widow and two grown up children, who
have the deepest sympathy of the inhabitants.
Last evening at the Madeley Institute Mr. Coroner
Potts held an inquest on the body. Mr. C. W.
Pearce (manager) represented the company, and
Mr. F. H. Wynne (Newcastle), inspector of mines,
was also present.
Harriett Bennett identified the body as that of her
husband, who, she said, was an engine-driver, 61
years of age, in the employ of Mr. W. H. Foster.
William Price, head engine-man, Court Street,
Madeley, stated that he was in charge of the
machinery at the water pit, Madeley Court, and
also the pumping plant. On Tuesday, deceased
went down the pit with another man named
Wallace Smart about one o’clock, as something
was wrong with the pumping-rod. They came up
for dinner, and went down again to withdraw the
bucket from the lift, which was done. Smart and
Bennett were in the cabin, and witness asked them
to descend the pit and disconnect the bucket from
the rod. They changed their clothes, and he had the
pit uncovered for them; in fact, he went and told
them that everything was ready, and that the pit
was uncovered. Bennett’s jacket was wet, and he
lent him an article to put on. Deceased followed
him from the cabin, but witness did not see him
fall down the pit.
Moses Lowe, Aqueduct, labourer, stated that he
was working with deceased and others that day.
He saw Bennett walk straight into the pit is if he
did not see it. Deceased had asked him that
morning if he could see any mark on the left side
of his head, and witness said that he could.
Deceased told him that he had been cutting a pig
up that morning before coming to work, and that

something hit him on the head. Witness believed
that deceased’s mind went for the moment.
Edward George Baugh, miner, employed at the
Court Works, stated that he saw deceased’s body
in the pit on the bottom scaffold. The pit was
about 58 yards deep. He assisted in bringing the
body up. Police-constable Wakeley also gave
evidence.
The Coroner, in summing up, said he was of
opinion that there was a certain amount of mystery
about it, yet it seemed to be very clear, and it might
have been a case of mental aberration.
The verdict of the jury was “That deceased
accidentally fell down the pit and was killed.”
The jury handed their fees over to the widow.

21
st
 January 1911

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
LEAD MINING IN SHROPSHIRE

Will you allow me space in your column to make
some reference to lead mines in the Hope Valley?
There is a range of lead mines in this valley extending
nearly two miles. The first is known as the Hope
Valley Mine, and was worked some 35 or40 years
ago. There overhang this mine a noble range of hills
which are no doubt very productive of lead and
blende and byrtes. There have been pieces of lead
got out of these hills near to the surface weighing
one or two hundredweight. At the other side of the
hill is what is known as the Nick-Knowles lode,
which has been very productive of barites, but had
not been intersected from the Hope Valley shaft.
There is no doubt that if this lode was cut from the
Hope Valley side of the hill, driving from the
bottom of the Hope Valley shaft, it would pay to
work it.

29
th
 July 1911

SALOP MINERS’ ASSOCIATION.
TO CATERERS AND REFRESHMENT

CONTRACTORS.
THE Officials of the above Association Invite
TENDERS for Catering for a COLD
LUNCHEON to be held at OAKENGATES on
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th, 1911. Caterers
to reside within the Oakengates District, and
including Dawley. The number to be catered for
will be from 1,500 to 2,000 persons.
For further particulars, apply to Mr. William Latham,
Miners’ Agent, Donnington Wood, near New,
Salop.

9
th
 September 1911

A TERRIBLE FALL. ENGINE-DRIVER KILLED AT MADELEY.
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The Coal Mines Acts
A new primary Act, “The Coal Mines
Act 1911” came into force on 1st July
1912. This necessitated extensive
alterations to equipment and
organisation at most collieries. All
deputies (firemen or examiners) now
required a statutory certificate. All
such persons at mines in the
Shropshire, Staffordshire (South),
Worcestershire and Warwickshire
Coalfields had to be examined at
Birmingham University. During the
year 1,936 persons were examined.
The Certificates for all managers (154)
and mine surveyors (85) had to be
“endorsed” by the Mines Inspector.

In his report the Inspector, Hugh
Johnstone, says that the butty or
Chartermaster system “survives only
to a limited extent in South
Staffordshire, but that fortnightly
(rather than weekly) payment of
wages to men survives at 2 mines in
Shropshire and several in
Gloucestershire”.

A special study on the care of horses
and ponies underground was made
and found that in Shropshire, the
number:
- of animals underground was: 285
- died from injury during 1912: 7
- died from disease: 1
- destroyed following injury: 3
- destroyed due to disease: 2

No. of cases of injury or ill treatment
reported manager, but not causing
death: 33 injured, 3 ill-treated.

Another report shows that a Central
Rescue and Training Centre “has
been established at the Lilleshall
Collieries, Shropshire”, but that the
individual collieries also have some
equipment and the training of
brigades is being carried out.

The number of safety lamps
(including flame) in use underground
is not given this year on a county
basis.

Only two mines in Shropshire were
using electricity, but none used it for
winding or ventilation. A total of
145hp was in use on surface and
290hp underground.

There were 52 mines at work in
Shropshire employing 3059 males
underground and 598 on the surface.
Eleven females, all over 16 years of
age, were also employed. These
mines produced 772,206 tons coal;
26,258 tons fireclay and 3,205 tons
ironstone plus 24,364 tons red clay
and 110 tons iron pyrites.

Coal cutting machines were in use at
2 mines in Shropshire.

Two fatalities occurred in Shropshire
one underground and one on
surface, but there was also 14 men
seriously injured.

Two of the injured were at Moat Hall
Colliery, when a miner raised his
candle to examine a cavity above a
roof-fall, thus igniting accumulated
gas.

The underground fatality took place
at Billinglsey Colliery and is
described in the official report. In
brief a miner collapsed during the
evacuation of the pit due to poor
ventilation. He died at the scene. The
manager was fined £10 for allowing
men underground without a
“fireman” being present. (They were
using a steam jet to heat air in the
shaft to provide ventilation).

The surface fatality occurred at
Highley Colliery when a horse-driver
attempted to walk in front of moving
wagons but was run over.

Metalliferous Mines Act
The number of mines increased this
year by 1 to 13 and the number of
persons employed increased by 38
underground (to 135) and 21 on
surface (to 79). Only one female was
employed. The increase had been at
Snailbeach and Bog Mines (see
appendix).

The mines produced 8,985 tons
barytes, 142 tons lead ore, 574 tons
limestone (including calc-spar) and
386 tons zinc - all being an increase
on 1911, except for limestone.

There was one fatality in Shropshire,
James Gwilliam at Rhadley Mine. He
had apparently scratched two fingers
while removing rock after firing a
shot, his dirty mine-dressings were
removed some days later, but septic
poisoning had set in and he died.

Quarries Act
Seventy quarries gave employment
to 634 males in the quarries and 942
outside the quarries. No females were
employed.

The quarries produced 46,910 tons
brickclay, 452,257 tons igneous rock,
12,265 tons sand and gravel, 166,292
tons limestone and 26,523 tons
sandstone.

One fatal accident occurred in
Shropshire, at Clee Hill Dhu Stone
Quarry. W.Harris, age 45, a
quarryman was working at the foot of
the quarry face when a piece of
basalt 4½ft by 1½ft by 6in. slipped
from a vertical joint. It struck him on
the head and neck. It had probably
been loosened by a recent storm.

Prosecutions
During the year the Inspector
prosecuted the owners of Billingsley
Colliery with regard to the fatality
there, and the owners similarly
prosecuted the night shift deputy for
failing to examine all work places and
for failing to ensure that the
ventilation was taking its proper
course.He was fined 11s 6d with 13s
6d costs.

Shropshire Mines 100 Years Ago - 1912
Ivor Brown

One of many books produced to
help educate workers about the Act.
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Library Additions
Stone Chat Vol. 32No.2 Winter
2011-12. Includes articles on Meer
Stones of Grassington Moor, the
Hotensia Diamond and other news
items.

Subterranea Britannica,
Subterranea, December 2011
Issue 28. Articles cover trips and
sites in Germany, Italy, Sweden, Kiev
and much more!

Descent, 223 December 2011/
January 2012. Contains some
superb colour photographs taken in
the caves of the Haut-Languedoc,
plus full colour news items etc.

Descent, 224 February/March
2012. Trip reports into Glebe Mine,
Eyam; Noxon Park, and the Final
Piece of the Jigsaw - The Three
Counties System. It also contains a
news item about the Snailbeach
Rescue. Well worth getting your own
copy the quality and breadth of
articles is excellent.

Mendip Caving Group, MCG
News, No.367, January 2012.
Includes trip reports to South Wales,
Fermanagh and France.

Appendix

Bog Mine
Year 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 1914 1915 1916

Employees (no) 72 24 45 94 112 n/a n/a 170
Production Ba. 1032 892 355 493 2904 1988 5342 7046
    (tons) Pb. 12 - - 103 252 128 61 29

Snailbeach Mine
Year 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 1914 1915 1916

Employees (no) 135 88 18 37 38 35 35 42
Production Ba. 214 908 1105 2741 3734 3320 3451 3791
    (tons) Pb. 936 841 127 35 21 4 7 0

Note
Snailbeach was operated from 1912 by Halavans Ltd., Ruabon. According to the late Mr.A.Hewitt, deep
pumping ceased in January 1911, but some working continued in the upper levels for barytes (see
production for 1911 above), and numbers employed actually doubled.

* based on Official Reports (Annual Statistics).

Production of Barytes and Lead Ore 1909 - 1916*

Shropshire Mines 100 Years Ago - 1912
Continued ...

Woodnesborough
Shale Borehole
Coastal Oil and Gas Ltd, based in
Mid Glamorgan has submitted an
application for a 12 week permit to
test for shale gas in coal, lower
limestone shale and the associated
rock strata on land at
Woodnesborough, next to the
junction of the A256 and A257 in
Kent.

The company says it mainly wants to
extract methane from the coal
measures, but could not rule out
shale extraction in the future.

Local Residents and the Kent Green
Party are opposed to the plans as
they believe that if gas is found in
the shale then the company would
later seek to remove it using the
controversial fracking method which
could cause earthquakes and
contaminate the aquifer.

However, Councillors are expected to
approve exploration plans as Dover
District Council, Woodnesborough
Parish Council, Sandwich Town
Council, the Environment Agency &
Southern Water have no objections

News Reports, 5 December 2011

The Rossendale
Coalfield
By Jack Nadin, SB, 160pp,

This book details the history of this
little known mining area in
Lancashire. As ever his books are
packed with archive photos and
plans, an excellent addition to the
Library of information on this
Coalfield

The following is from the publisher:

As big coalmines developed to cope
with the output to feed the Industrial
Revolution, many small-scale
moorland pits — including
Rawtenstall, Bacup, Rochdale,
Littleborough and Heywood — were
still worked to provide fuel for local
markets, households, farms, mills,
factories and foundries. These small,
private coal mines were often worked
on a shoestring budget, and the
miners themselves toiled in extreme
conditions using methods of mining
hundreds of years old.

Written by a former miner, this book
recalls an industry now long gone.

Price:  £12.99 + P&P
Mike Moore
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News and Library

Large Pink Diamond
A rare large pink diamond of
“unprecedented” calibre, has been
discovered at Rio Tinto’s Argyle
diamond mine in Western Australia’s
East Kimberly region.

The diamond said to be a 12.76-carat
pink diamond, is the largest rough
pink diamond found in Australia to-
date. It is estimated to be worth
millions of dollars and has been
named the “Argyle Pink Jubilee”.
Cutting and polishing of the diamond
began on 21st February in Perth and
is expected to take 10 days. The
diamond will then be graded by a
team of international experts. It will
be sold later this year after being
shown around the world.

More than 90% of the pink diamonds
in the world have come from the
Argyle mine. The Argyle Pink
Jubilee is a light pink diamond,
similar in colour to The Williamson
Pink - the diamond found in
Tanzania that the Queen received as
a wedding gift in 1947 and which was
subsequently set into a brooch for
her coronation.

In 2010, a rare 24.78-carat “fancy
intense pink” diamond was sold for a
record-breaking £29 million (£47m),
the highest price ever paid for a
jewel, to a well-known British dealer
at an auction in Geneva. That
diamond had been in a private
collection for 60 years.

News Reports, 22 February 2012

Record Payout for US Mine Explosion

Peruvian Mine Protests

In April 2010 an explosion caused by
methane, coal dust and faulty
machinery, at Massey Energy’s
Upper Big Branch pit in West
Virginia killed 29 miners. The new
mine owners (Alpha Natural
Resources - which acquired the
Massey Energy during 2011) have
agreed to pay $210m (£135m) in
damages. This is the biggest
settlement ever reached in a US mine
disaster.

A federal investigation into the
incident has found that the mine
violated 369 safety regulations, 12 of
which contributed to the blast.

 The agreement includes $128m in
safety upgrades, research and
training, and $35m in fines for federal
mine-safety violations. It also
allocates $46.5m for the victims’
relatives - or about $1.5m per family.

Eighteen families of miners who died
in the explosion have already settled
wrongful death lawsuits. Nine cases
brought by employees claiming
emotional distress are ongoing.

The agreement does not prevent
former Massey Energy executives
from being prosecuted. So far the
mine’s security chief at the time of
the blast, Hughie Elbert Stover, is the
only person to have been
prosecuted. He was convicted in
November 2011 of lying to
investigators and trying to destroy
mine records.

The incident was the worst US
mining disaster since 38 people died
in a Kentucky mine in 1970.

News Reports, 6 December 2011

A 60 day state of emergency was
declared in December in Northern
Peru following bitter protests against
a gold mine project. The state of
emergency is to allow security forces
to restore public services shut by
rallies and marches against the mine.

The US firm Newmont halted work on
the huge $4.8bn (£3.1bn) open-cast
mine at the beginning of December
after protesters were injured.

 Protesters say the project will
destroy local water supplies and
protests have been escalating with
sabotage of machinery and clashes
with the police.

Newmont, based in Denver,
Colorado, is the majority owner of the
Conga project, which was to begin
production in 2015 and is an
extension of Yanacocha, Latin
America’s biggest gold mine.

The project, located some 3,700 m
(12,140 feet) above sea level,
involves moving the water from four
lakes high in the mountains into
reservoirs the company would build.

The protesters say the reservoirs do
not adequately replace the lakes,
which also provide groundwater for
agriculture and irrigate pasture for
livestock.

Cajamarca is Peru’s leading dairy and
livestock region, and activists fear
that pollution from the mine could
affect agriculture.

The provinces covered by the state
of emergency are Cajamarca,
Celendin, Hualgayoc and Contumaza.

News Reports, December 2011

Bath Stone Quarries
By Derek Hawkins, HB, 250mm x
250mm, 224pp,  £24.95.

Bath Stone Quarries is a
comprehensive photographic record
of the Bath stone industry from the
mid-Victorian period to the present
day. Its scope includes not just the
surviving underground relics of the
industry but also the surface
tramways, loading wharfs and cutting
yards associated with it.

The book traces the history of the
industry up until the start of the

Second World War, when many of
the quarries were requisitioned for
government use.
The early phases of the government
conversion work is covered. The
story continues in the immediate
post-war years, when quarrying
resumed in a small number of
quarries, while others were adapted
for other peacetime uses. The new
quarrying techniques employed at
Westwood, Monks Park and Limpley
Stoke are illustrated in some detail.

Mike Moore
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The Lead, Copper & Barytes
Mines of Shropshire

By Michael Shaw, Logaston press.

While SCMC publications have often
carried articles about the various
mines covered by this book, there
has long been a need to try and pull
everything together into a coherent
publication. In this aim Mike Shaw
has been very successful.

He has spent years researching
records and books, talking to
surviving miners, members of their
families, SCMC members and tracking
down original documents and the
sites of numerous mines - many of
which only lasted a year or two!

The first few chapters cover the early
mining history of Shropshire, the
products and processes, before
delving off into the different mining
areas and covering the mines in more
detail, so it will have general appeal.

There are plenty of interesting
snippets and facts to keep
‘enthusiasts’ engaged. This excellent
publication is a must for anyone
interested in Shropshire’s mining
history.

ISBN: 978-906663-09-4
Softback, 320 pages, over 200 b&w
photographs, drawings and plans.
Price £12.95.

Available from Mike Moore at Club
meetings, or online at

www.moorebooks.co.uk

Uunderground above Horwich

Book Reviews

attractive than those around
neighbouring Rivington and
Anglezarke.

This first edition is limited to 500
copies and there will never be a
second edition! Most are now sold
and to clear the remainder I am able
to offer these at a substantially
reduced price.

84 pages, 17 colour and 19 black and
white images, route maps, documents
etc.

All profit from sales will be donated
to the British Heart Foundation.

The book retails at £6.95 but you can
receive a signed copy from the
publisher for only £5.00 including
p&p! Send a cheque for £5.00 made
out to Astley Publications; add your
name and address to the reverse (no
covering letter is required) and send
it to:

Astley Publications
24 Morewood Drive
Burton in Kendal
Cumbria
LA6 1NE

This book explores the history of the
mines, mining practices and miners’
lives associated with the moors
above Horwich, Lancashire. The
Winter Hill television mast is an
obvious feature on these moors but
few are aware that beneath this
structure lie the narrow tunnels of an
old colliery that once employed
young children. In 1838, the colliers
who worked here tried in vain to help
a young traveller who had been
mortally wounded and whose murder
to this day is an unsolved crime.

At Wildersmoor Colliery the men
wore flat caps and clogs and used
candles right up to the mines closure
in the 1960s. Should they be able to
return Victorian miners would still
recognise it except for the absence of
women and children. Montcliffe
Colliery, Mountain Mine, Cabin Pit
and others all have their stories,
many tragic. In addition the book
reveals two new ‘heritage’ walks that
will have particular appeal to
ramblers. Route maps reveal the
locations of these long lost mines
and as an added bonus both walks
are quieter and arguably more

Welsh Mines Society Conference Proceedings

The proceedings of the Welsh Mines
Society Conference 2010, entitled
“Towards a Better Understanding:
New Research on Old Mines (Welsh
Mines & Mining 2)”, ed. D.J. Linton,
Welsh Mines Society 2012, PB,
150pp, ISBN 978-0-9561377-1-5 are
now available.

The publication includes an account
of the Esgairmwyn mine including the
post-war reworking of the mine (G.W.
Hall); two papers on lead, zinc and
silver production in north-east Wales
with quantitative analyses of the
mining activity there (C.J. Williams,
R.A. Williams); a discussion of
Dillwyn & Co.’s Swansea silver
refining operations (P. Claughton);
further research on seventeenth- and
early eighteenth-century mining at
Cwmystwyth (R. Bird); Fenton’s
search for coal near Tywyn (D.M.D.

James); three papers on mines and
mining-related archaeological work
near Pontrhydfendigaid including a
description of probably the first
underground hydraulic engine in
Wales (J. Webb, D. Sables and R.
Bird); a re-examination of Brynyrafr
mine (S.J.S. Hughes); the detection of
methane in mines (R. Vernon); the
‘birth of flotation’ at Glasdir Mill plus
a contemporary description of the
later vacuum flotation process (G.W.
Hall, R. Vernon); a history of the
Llwyn Teify, Bwlchgwyn, Penrhiw
and Ystumtuen mines (G.W. Hall) and
a detailed critique of the IGS mineral
reconnaissance map in the northern
Central Wales Orefield (D.M. James).
Welsh Mines and Mining No. 2

Price: £10.00 + P&P
Mike Moore
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News, Books and Videos

HISTORIC MINES OF SPAIN VOL.2

full details available at:
www.iarecordings.org

EXPLORING THE MINES OF SIERRA MINERA AND MAZARRÓN

In April 2008, the Club visited the
Sierra Minera region of Murcia in
Spain to see some of the vast range
of ancient and modern mines which
survive so well in the area. At scores
of sites, flat-rope winders stand
beside intact steel or wooden
headframes over extremely deep open
shafts! The footage in this recording
is a compilation of the many sites
visited, along with location maps and
captions - it has no commentary, but
there is incidental dialogue in
Spanish and English.

Las Matildes mining museum near La
Unión, is where the Fundación Sierra
Minera  preserves and exhibits a wide
variety of mines, buildings and
equipment. Later we visited the
picturesque ruins in the Rambla del
Avenque and at Portman we explored
part of the large elaborate processing
mill Lavadero Roberto.

At La Union, we toured the work
being done to convert Agrupa
Vicenta into a show mine, then
followed the "33 Road" mine track
over the mountain through Roman
mining remains and past
manganese kilns to Portman Bay.
At Corta Emilia we were given
permission to examine a unique
donkey gin.

Cabezo Rajado - the "Riven Hill"
has been mined for hundreds of
years and still has plenty to show:
450m deep shafts, ornate steel
headframes, a flat rope winder, a
large mill containing 40 wooden
flotation cells and a ball mill.
The winder at Mina Ocasión, La
Union, has both its flat ropes still
in good condition.

At El Lirio, levels with wooden pit
props lead to an underground
stables. Other sites visited inlcude:
Corta Brunita opencast, La Parreta,
Lavadero San Ignacio, Jose Maestre
tunel and more ...

Mazarrón west of Cartagena is an
ochre-red zone of rich lead and silver,
mined before the Romans. The hill is
cut by open stopes and dotted with
open shafts; many with headframes
of stone, wood or steel. Under a
wooden building, a steam winder still
has its flat ropes connected to a
wooden headframe.

Running time: 1 hour 42 minutes

Price: £14. 40 (HIgh Definition Blu-
ray version £18.00)
Discounted price for Club members:
£ 10 (£14 for Blu-ray) - if you collect
e.g. at Club Meetings.

Once Upon the Hill

South Staffordshire Coalfield
By Nigel Chapman, 235 x165, SB,
96pp, £14.99.
Illustrated throughout with colour
and sepia photos, surface and
underground this is a very well
produced and high quality book.
Collieries and mining areas include
Oldbury, Halesowen, Oldhill,
Smethick, Himley, Hilton Main
Featherstone, The Cannock Chase
Coalfield, West Cannock No 5, East
Cannock Colliery, Littleton Colliery.

Publishers comments: Descriptions
of the Black Country in the 19th
century, gives one the  impression
that the area stood at the gates of
Hell. Much was made of burning
heaps of coal and coke, with mining
waste burying agricultural land and
slag tips at the furnaces glowing red.
Gradually, these industries have been
replaced with warehouses and retail
parks. These much quieter and
cleaner industries have changed the
landscape beyond all recognition.
Some twenty to thirty years ago it
was possible to find odd corners of
the Black Country that reminded one
of the mining past. Most of these
scenes have now gone. However, in
some locations, such as New Hawne,
Warrens Hall and Himley Woods,
something of the old Black Country
remains, now hidden under a carpet
of greenery.

By the twentieth century mining was
on the wane and bit by bit these
settlements were abandoned, the last
cottage being deserted in the 1960s.

Two former ‘squatter cottages’ at
Blakemoorgate have been restored
by Natural England with support
from English Heritage, the Heritage

Lottery Fund and the European
Community through a project called
‘Once upon a hill’: discovering the
lost villages of The Stiperstones
Hills. It includes, Lordshill, Eastridge,
The Hollies, Blackmoregate,
Blakemoorflat, The Paddock,
Crowsnest Dingle, Perkins Beach,
Pennerley and The Bog.

Compiled by Jane Price and Kim
Yapp, SB, 119pp £11.95.
The book is further research into the
nineteenth century Stiperstones Hill
overlooking mining areas of
Snailbeach, Crowsnest, Pennerley,
Tankerville, The Bog Mines.

This is a sister volume to “Never on a
Sunday” and is very well researched
and an excellent read. When mining
activity was at its height, a series of
small ‘squatter’ settlements were
established on the fringes of the hill,
notably in Perkins Beach and at
Blakemoorgate. These were occupied
by miners and their families who
created small-holdings for their
livestock and crops, and grazed the
surrounding heathland.
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Diary Dates
2012

Club Officers

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  www.shropshirecmc.org.uk

10th March: BCRA Cave Science
Symposium, University of Leeds.

14th - 18th March: 15th International
Symposium on Vulcanospeleology,
Amman, Jordan.

1st - 8th April: 4th Argentine
Congress of Speleology (and 1st
Latin American Congress of
Speleology), Mendoza, Argentina.

8th April: Columns Open Day, Ogof
Ffynnon Ddu.

17th - 20th April: 9th  International
Mining History Conference,
Johannesburg, South Africa..

6th May: Columns Open Day, Ogof
Ffynnon Ddu.

9th - 10th June: Welsh Mines Soc.
Summer Field Meet,  North Wales.

29th - 1st July: NAMHO 2012
Conference at Quarry Bank Mill,
Style near Wilmslow. There will be
talks on Saturday and Sunday
morning, with field trips to North
Staffordshire, Lancashire and
Alderley Edge area in the afternons.
Visit www.namho.conference.org.uk
to find out more.

12th - 14th Oct.: BCRC Cave Rescue
Conference, Clapham, N. Yorkshire

The Joys of Borrowed Dry Suits . . . 97

These dry suits certainly keep you warm!

. . . as I haven’t got the hang of the
pressure release valves yet!

. . . although I think I should have gone easy on
 the curry and beer last night!

Conservation, BCA &
NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding

Membership & Insurance:
Mike Davies

Tackle: Andy Harris

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Rescue Officer:
Neal Rushton

‘Below’ Editor, Publications:
 Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: David Adams

Chair: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Vacant

Secretary:  Andrew Wood
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Marian Boston

Training Officer:
Andrew Wood


