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Library Additions
North Wales Caving Club:
Newsletter 283, Jan./Feb. 2003.
Subterranea: First edition of the Sub.
Brit and Cold War Study Group
(RSG) Newsletter. Issue 1, Jan 2003
Norfolk Mineral & Lapidary
Society: Stone Chat, Vol.23, No.2,
Winter 2002; Vol. 23, No.3, Spring 03.

SpeleoArt
19th July to 30th August sees the
SpeleoArt Exhibition taking place at
Dudley Art Gallery and Museum.
This was postponed due to problems
with dry rot in the building, however
this has now been ‘fixed’, to the great
relief of club member Steve Powell
who has been involved in organising
the event.

Common Land Mapping
The Countryside Agency is updating
the mapping of common land and
open country, however they have hit
a few snags in the south-east of
England. They discovered 20 errors
on a provisional map. Not bad you
might think, but these errors affected
just one square mile of land out of
the 4,000 square miles of the South
East. The map has been withdrawn
and the three month period of appeal
will start from when it is re-issued.
See www.countryside.gov.uk for more
details.

BCA Progress
Detailed work to produce a draft
constitution for the new British
Caving Association - BCA, together
with a financial basis for its
operation, has begun and detailed
negotiations with BCRA concerning
how specific functions will pass to
BCA (and the consequential changes
to BCRA’s consitution) are
proceeding.

A time scale for the new proposed
organisation was outlined at the
NCA AGM, held on the 22nd March.
This calls for a Speical General
Meeting of the NCA in September,
followed by a postal ballot, so that a
motion to wind up the NCA could be
put to a general meeting to be held at
Hidden Earth later this year.

The target date for launching BCA is
1st January 2004, though this may
slip.

Bob Mehew,
from Descent 173 -Late News

New Items for Sale
SCMC have a number of new items of
SRT gear for sale:
1 x Petzl Fractio Harness        £38*

1 x Petzl Avanti Harness        £32*

2 x Petzl Stop Descenders    £34 each

* The two harnesses are regular size
and only suited to small persons - a
mallion rapide must be used with
these harness and can be supplied
for an additional £4.00 each.

These items were all purchased for
club training use but are surplus
either due to being too small or due
to duplicate purchase. These prices
are lower than the lowest catalogue
prices identified and avoid the
postage costs.

Steve Holding

Adopt a Building
Most club members have an interest
in the Snailbeach site and the Mines
Trust are keen to encourage as much
volunteer help as possible. However
realising not every member can make
official project weekends but can
spare a few hours now again we have
agreed to try an ‘Adopt a Building’
Scheme.

The idea simply means that a Club or
Trust member can volunteer to look
after a particular building. This will
entail simple grass cutting, removing
ivy & small bushes, sweeping steps,
removing litter and generally keeping
the building tidy inside and out.
Detailed tasks will be written up for
each building in agreement with the
volunteer and will be managed by
Nick Southwick (Ranger).

The idea is not to provide an onerous
task but to give you ownership of a
building to generally look after and
keep tidy. This can be done on odd
days when you available and does
not mean waiting for a working day.
As “Below!” goes to press the
following buildings are ‘without’
volunteers:
Halvans Engine House, Mine
managers building and steps to side,
Crusher House / Saw Pit, Georges
Shaft/ Entrance to day Level, 1872
Engine House, Powder House/Valve
House, Lords Hill Engine House &
Chimney ( 2 volunteers required).

Please contact me if you would like to
volunteer  to help look after one of
the above buildings.

Mike Moore
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Modernised Stiperstones
The Stiperstones Inn has been
modernised - there is now an ensuite
room and some background heating
installed, but fortunately everything
else remains the same!

Stone Slate Search
Historic Scotland have published a
paper by Chris Wood on the search
for stone slate to re-roof Pitchford
Church, Shropshire. They found
some in a quarry at Harnage near
Cound and obtained the necessary
permissions to reopen the quarry and
complete the job. (See Scottish
Traditional Roofing Conference
Proceedings, Nov. 2000.
Tel: 0131 668 8668).

Dawley Steam Engines
Research, in reply to an enquirer, has
shown that the last 4 stream engines
from the small Dawley pits were sold
by Harry Tarr for scrap to the
Victoria Coal and Iron Company in
1962. They were all horizontal
engines with vertical boilers (two
from Brandlee Mine and two from
Farm Mine - IJB has some photos of
the mines at the time).

Reynolds Bicentenary
There is to be a conference on the
work of William Reynolds, at
Coalbrookdale in June, 2003.
Reynolds was a major ironmaster and
mine owner in the late 18th Century -
he also made many canals (including
the Ketley incline) and tunnels in
Shropshire and died exactly 200 years
ago (1803). Among the speakers will
be B.Trinder, H.Torrens and
I.J.Brown. For details telephone
01952 432141. There will also be a
tour of sites and several exhibitions.

NMM Exhibition
A new exhibition at The National
Mining Museum, Wakefield has
opened - “The Colours of Coal” -
paintings, drawings and prints of the
mining landscape (pitheaps and
opencast sites) by Janet Buckle. Over
30 originals priced from about £150 to
£1,000.

Dawley Road Opencast
The planning application for the
proposed opencast site on Dawley
Road has been withdrawn following
the collapse of the company TXU
owners of Ironbridge Power Station
who had contracted to buy the coal
produced but with the present low
prices for coal it would probably
have been uneconomic.

Coal Plant Recipe
How to grow a coal plant - an old
Shropshire ‘recipe’! - from an old
newspaper. Such plants are
supposed to bring  good luck to a
house.

One pieces of shiny coal placed
in a glass bowl
Two tablespoons of salt, two
tablespoons of ammonia,
two packets of Prussian Blue
(from chemists),
two tablespoons red ink, all mixed
around the coal - not on it.
Every other day add one
tablespoon of salt and
one of water placed around the
coal and in two to three weeks
one should see a mass of crystal-
like roses.

Audio CD & CD ROM
Just published - a new Audio CD and
CD ROM “Its a long way down - a
Shropshire Mining Community in
words and music” - the results of the
Madeley and Dawley Mining History
Project. This most interesting piece
of work is in 6 principal parts and
includes, Dawley People
Remembering; The Springwell Pit
Disaster; Songs inspired by Mining
History; Story telling with Memories
at Madeley; The Making of the Tile
Plaque at Abraham Darby School,
Madeley.
Price (about) £10 from Mrs.
C.Mackerras, 17 New Town, Dawley,
Telford, TF4 2AJ.

Geology of South
Shropshire
A new book “The Geology of South
Shropshire”, Geologists Association
Guide No.27 by Allbutt, Moseley,

Raynor & Toghill has recently been
published, price £15. It contains 10
itineries in its 116 pages with maps
and colour photographs. A fine
replacement for the booklet of the
same name and number produced so
long ago by W.F.Whittard in 1958 (24
pages, price 3/-)

Mining Memorials
Mining communities around the
country are being awarded amazing
sums of money towards memorials to
their mining past. For example
Grimethorpe near Barnsley have
obtained £30,000 from, among others,
the Landfill Tax to erect a granite
stone with a picture of miners and a
pit pony as a memorial to the 154 men
who died at their pit between 1894
and 1993. On the other hand Madeley
was unable to raise £1,000 to repair
its disaster grave in Millennium Year
and recent Club/Trust attempts to
place a memorial to the Dark Lane Pit
Disaster victims is making slow
progress.

First Mining School?
Was Britains first purpose-built
mining school in Shropshire? In
Hugh Torrens new book “The
Practice of British Geology, 1750 to
1850” (ISBN 0860788768, price
£57.50) it states that in 1818 James
Ryan moved to Shropshire and
leased mines at Middletown Hill. He
described himself as ‘Director of
Mines’ and erected at his own
expense a school “for instructing
young men in my system of mining”.
This was between 1819 and 1831 and
must have been the first purpose
built mining school in Britain. Does
anyone know of a building that might
be this one?

New Stone Mine
The new Bowers Stone Mine in
Portland opened in November 2002
and should last about 5 years. A
Benetti diamond blade machine was
used to ut out the adit entrance.
Working will be by pillar and stall. If
successful a much bigger mine will be
developed at nearby Stonehills (adit
planned for April 2004 start).

News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown
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BCRA Hidden Earth 2002
27th - 29th September

This years National Caving
Conference was held at Monmouth
Leisure Centre, Monmouth  on the
edge of the Forest of Dean. Four club
members made it to the event - Mike
Moore, Sue Blattner, Cara Alison
and Kelvin Lake. In fact there were
probably more ex-club members there
than current ones!

Arriving Friday night, in the dark the
traffic around the leisure centre was
chaotic - there appeared to be a
school sports event taking place as
well.

After registration and a quick look
around the stalls, and a tent pitching
session by the river, it was off round
the town for something to eat and
drink - most of the pubs appeared to
be doing a roaring trade and were full
of cavers! Back at the centre, the bars
were serving several real ales, but as
is usual, within a couple of hours
most of these had been consumed!!

If you can think of somewhere exotic
to go caving then there was a talk
about it, the range of talks this year
was very impressive and it proved
very difficult to choose which lecture
to attend. There was the usual events
like SRT races, plus diving sessions
in the leisure centre pool and Owen
Clarke was there with the BCRA
Rope Testing rig - I took along a
section of one of our ropes for
testing. Although we thought it was
‘odd’ it passed the test.

The organisers had pulled out all the
stops on the technology front - for
the closing ceremony there were six
video projectors, several computers,
and live cameras on the audience and
speakers. However the sophistication
proved their undoing, the ceremony
was delayed for nearly an hour due
to technical problems, then when it
did get under way it only managed to
get past the presentations and
awards before ‘crashing’ again.

However, that said, the organisers
did a marvellous job in providing a
varied and interesting programme.
The weekend was very enjoyable and
I look forward to Hidden Earth 2003, which is being held in the Yorkshire Dales.

Right: Monmouth
Lesiure Centre

Below left:
Descent &
Moore Books
stands

All Pictures:
Kelvin Lake -
I.A.Recordings

Above: Owen
Clarke testing
the club rope.
Above right: The
rope just before
the drop.
Above lower
right: Result of a
drop test using a
Jammer - the
teeth have
stripped the
mantel from the
core.
Right: Tents!

Kelvin
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SHROPSHIRE LEAD MINES - A TOUR THROUGH THE DISTRICT BY ‘CORRESPONDENT’
(SUPPLEMENT TO THE MINING JOURNAL, PAGE 1104) SEPT. 9TH 1882

19th C. Visitors to the South West Shropshire Mines, No.7
Contributed by I.J.Brown

Alighting (the train) at a pretty village called
Minsterley I was directed to the Snailbeach Mines ...
Here I commenced my enquiries and found this mine
had been in constant work for over a century, and is
now only 250 fathoms deep ... I found a splendid piece
of machinery newly erected for exploring purposes .. I
was informed there are several lodes in the sett not as
yet proved, which may be equally as rich as the lodes
now operated upon.

Half a mile or so from the latter is a mine called Central
Snailbeach, with some costly machinery attached to it,
but idle in an indirect manner. I made some enquiries
and found it had only been sunk to a shallow depth
and its drivings limited, it is the opinion of many well
versed in mining that this would become a rich mine
like its neighbours were it operated upon. ....

A little further south west are two more mines, called
Mytton Dingle and Perkins Beach; these I consider
fine trials as they have the Stiperstones on their backs,
and many hundreds of tons have been raised close to
surface, especially from the latter .....

Finding my time limited ... I dropped my foot all at once
upon the Tankerville Mine, here was a specimen worth-
looking at. To show the manager of this mine was one
possessed with great ability and skill, everything

seemed to be in perfect working order and every man
at his post. This mine I learned had produced one of
the greatest deposits of lead ore found in the
Shropshire group of mines and from what  was being
raised to surface there appears to be not much lack
yet. This mine I find is combined ... with Bog and
Pennerley ... now in a state of infancy compared with
the trials yet that can be made ...

Leaving the Stiperstones I found myself upon a mine
called the Grit, here were a few old men turning over
the waste and washing portions, finding a little lead
ore and barytes ...

Travelling this road back to where I alighted my guide
pointed out several little mines of which I must at
present leave and wind my way to the Roman Gravels
... This is now the richest mine operated upon in the
locality ... as it is only a shallow mine compared with
some of the mines ...

There is a mine called Roman Boundary, now
commenced .. only the shaft was sinking .. This mine
is within a short distance of the celebrated Roman
Gravels.

Passing on I noticed a little mine on the right, the
Hope Valley. This like many others is at a standstill.

Shropshire Mines - One Hundred Years Ago (1903)
W.N.Atkinson, the Mines Inspector reported:

at Old Park Lawn Pit, fell off
7ft. high loading stage.

(d) There was an explosion of gas at
Madeley Court caused by the use
of candles, flame safety lamps are
now used.

(e) There were 7 non ‘coal’ mines at
work employing 127 underground
and 64 on surface, including 1
female (over 16 years). These
miners produced 8,218 tons
barytes; 829 tons lead ore; 2,253
tons limestone; and 219 tons zinc
ore. There were no fatal accidents
during the year.

(f) 74 quarries were at work
employing 1,287 persons (no
females), they produced 46,901
tons ‘clays’; 9,192 tons sand and
gravel; 292,785 tons igneous
rocks; 138,760 tons limestone;
and 35,702 tons sandstone. There
were 7 clay quarries over 20
ft. deep, employing 42 persons.
Two men were killed or died from
injuries at quarries, at Clee Hill
and at Titterstone Clee.

(g) There was one prosecution: The
Lilleshall Company prosecuted an
under-manager for opening a
safety lamp in a mine, he was
fined £10 with 17 shillings cost.

Ivor Brown

(a) 3,034 men underground in ‘coal’
mines, including 14 boys age 13,
731 men on surface and 94
females. These miners produced
781,599 tons coal; 22,297 tons
fireclay; 17,235 tons ironstone;
64,397 tons red clay; and 217 tons
pyrites. There were 78 mines at
work.

(b) One electrically powered Hurds
Bar Coal Cutter was in use at
Kemberton Colliery

(c) There were 6 accidents leading to
deaths including:

at Priorslee, Woodhouse No.2
- fall of coal

at Stafford Pit - crushed by
tension weights

The writer concluded by wondering why it was that with 20 known setts, so few were being worked at this time!
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Having carried out preliminary
investigations into workings deep
within a tree plantation overlooking
Nenthead back in September, a group
from SCMC returned for two days
during the October Nenthead Week.

On Thursday 31st October Steve
Holding, Mike Worsfold, Eileen
Bowen and Ian Cooper headed back
to the woodland to carry on where
September’s proceedings had
finished off.

During the last visit Mike W. had
descended the upper lined part of an
open shaft found within the
woodland, upon reaching the bottom
it could be seen that the passage
continued on further.  The purpose
of this return visit was to fix a
deviation at the foot of the shaft to
guide the rope and allow further
investigation.

This time Mike headed back into the
depths with the new SCMC battery
drill to attack the poor quality rock,
after a period of time the noises from
below ceased and those on the
surface were informed that a
deviation had been installed,
investigation would continue deeper.

Dropping down out of sight Mike
called up that he’d reached the top of
a wall of what appeared to be deads.
Looking over the edge the wall
seemed to be stable, and the passage
continued down.  Before dropping
further the rope would need to be

Nenthead - Tree Plantation
October-November 2002
repositioned with
a slightly longer
deviation cord to
prevent it rubbing
against the
passage walls.

Having returned
to the surface we
derigged the shaft
and packed away
the ropes.
Attention now
turned to the adit
we’d quickly
looked at back in September.  After
carefully removing a corner of the
dry-stone wall blocking the entrance,
Steve volunteered to enter and find
what lay within.

Gently sliding over the wall Steve
sunk into the water to above his
waist.  Once inside he remarked that
the task of surveying would be so
much easier if there was someone
else to hold the end of the tape,
taking the hint Mike W. offered to
jump in and join him.

A short period of time elapsed before
it was possible to see the occasional
flicker of light in the distance,
followed by the sound of splashing
water resonating down the level as
the two explorers made their way out,
surveying as they went.

Returning on Saturday 2nd November
with a longer rope, more rigging
equipment, and Mike Davies, the aim

Mike Davies & Eileen Bowen keep an eye on Mike Worsfold as
he climbs the shaft. Picture: Ian Cooper

was to reach the bottom of the shaft
that had troubled us on two previous
occasions.

Once rigged to two stout trees
nearby, I descended as far as the
hanger at the base of the vertical
section, attaching a deviation I
continued down until I reached the
vertical wall of ‘deads’, the limit of
Mike’s previous exploits.  Looking
back up the passage it could be seen
that the rope was starting to rub on
the roof, following a change-over I
climbed back up to shorten the
deviation slightly.

With everything now adjusted I
returned to the wall, close inspection
showed it to be a stone lining to the
passage rather than stacked deads,
so it was safe to descend past.  Not
much further on it became clear that
the deviation was still too long, much
to the amusement of those above I
had to climb back up for a second
time to adjust the rigging.

Determined not to need a third trip up
to make alterations I headed back
down.  Reaching further than we’d
been before it was possible to see the
unmistakable stone arching of a level
meeting the passageway below.

Yet again looking up it was possible
to see where the rope might start to
meet the passage walls.  Delicate
contortions on the way down and
carefully keeping to the edges of the
tunnel ensured a free drop for the
rope and enabled me to reach the
bottom.

The adit in the plantation explored by Steve Holding &
Mike Worsfold.     Picture: Ian Cooper
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Dropping down to the level exposed
a second passage, opposite the one
I’d noticed first, both were blocked
with collapses about 12ft from their
mouth.  The shaft continued down a
short distance before entering the
start of a nicely stone lined chute, 6ft
further down it was blocked with
spoil, presumably from the surface.

Whilst Mike W., Mike D., Eileen and
Ian were at the shaft, Steve had been
retracing his steps at the adit.  His
aim was to follow the underground
survey notes, but on the surface, to
find the direction in which the adit
headed.

Although both the plantation and the
mining remains are in a linear
formation, the two aren’t aligned.
Steve’s task to measure out the adit
on the surface was made difficult by
the necessity to find the most direct
diagonal line between the trees for
the tape measure.

Reaching the end of the survey Steve
passed the tape around one side of a
tree whilst he went around it the other
way, only to almost fall into the
collapsed area of woodland found in
September!  Within a matter of feet,
the limit of Steve’s survey made

The work in the plantation has
shown that possible leads exist
down the shaft if digging is
attempted, that the adit once
connected to the workings that have
now collapsed through  to surface,
and that future exploration needs to
find the bottom of the collapsed
woodland.

Ian Cooper

underground, corresponded with the
collapse on the surface.  It would
seem that the adit once connected to
these workings, although the way
has now been blocked due to the
collapse.

Diagram showing the section
through the shaft descended in the
tree plantation.

Nenthead - Tree Plantation
October-November 2002, cont...
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Newport Church and
Club Dinner

Due to the pressure on space in
previous issues of ‘Below’ a few
items had to be ‘cut’, amongst them
were brief reports on the pigeon
spikes on Newport Church and the
Club Dinner.

Newport Church
On the evenings of Tuesday 17th
and Wednesday 18th September
nine club members were involved in
rigging ropes over the top of
Newport Church spire and abseiling
down the front of the tower to fit
anti-pigeon spikes. This  was good
fun - particularly when it got dark and
the floodlights came on! The most
nerve racking moments came at the
end of a ‘session’ on the rope, when
to get down you had to descend past
the clock face and large stained glass
window. This was made more
interesting by one of the main ropes
deciding to behave ‘oddly’ - you
would reach certain parts of it, then
suddenly plummet several feet
without warning - even if you had
your descender locked off!!! It was
this rope I took to be tested at
Hidden Earth, but it passed Ok.

Pausing only for Press
Photo’s, no time was
wasted in rigging the tower.

Below left: No bats in her
bellfry, as Eleen rigs the
main belay for the ropes
over the tower.
Below right: Neal Rushton
& Alan Robinson take the
first ‘shift’ on the clock face.

Pictures: Kelvin Lake-
I.A.Recordings

Annual Dinner
This years event was held on
Saturday 5th October at the Lord Hill
Shrewsbury and was well attended,
by both current and past Club
members. The guest speaker was Sid
Perou who showed several ‘films’ of
cave exploration including the re-
enactment of Martells first descent of
Gaping Ghyll - they actually used

rope ladders for the reconstruction!

The usual events like the raffle and
photo-competition went down well
and Peter Eggleston was awarded the
Golden Nut by last years winner
Dave Adams. Luckily Pete had left
his acceptance speech at home!

Sue discovers that judging photographs
can seriously effect your eyesight !

Right: Guest speaker Sid Perou.

Above: “Who are you calling a nut?”
Pete Egglesotn with the Golden Nut
award.

Pictures: Kelvin Lake-I.A.Recordings



8 “Below” 2003.1

40 Years Ago - The Club in 1963
by Ivor Brown

The year started at the New Years
Eve Ball at the Buckatree Hall Hotel,
where members attending had a very
good time!

At the January meeting it was stated
that the 6 copies of the Club’s
Survey No.2 “The South Shropshire
Mines” had all been allocated. The
eight members present spent the rest
of the evening discussing ladders
and the need for insurance (which
discussion seemed to take up most of
the time at the next 3 monthly
meetings also).

It was a very snowy January, ‘up to
2ft.’ when Snailbeach Mine was
revisited later in January. It was
found that the office had been
ransacked. Some interesting old mine
books were removed from the snow
for safe keeping. In February the
mine was revisited to investigate the
large building on the hill behind. It
“proved to be an engine house with
an unrecorded shaft, a high
octagonal chimney with a long flue
was found behind it.” (Eight members
were present).

Visits were also made to Esclusham
Mountain near Minera in “4ft. of
snow” and to Llanymynech where
D.R.A.’s landrover got “snowbound”
in one of the Roman Pits. Later visits
that year to these places were much
more successful. Other areas visited
were Agen Allwedd (Easter Camp),
Cwmystwyth, Snowdon, Glyn Ceriog,
Trevor and Ogof Ffynon Dhu. More

visits were made to South Shropshire
with R.Haszard to see Huglith Mine
(where he had worked), Roman
Gravels where the pump rods could
still be seen, and, with I.J.Brown, to
view the workshops at Snailbeach
which he was trying to preserve but
the owner was proving “difficult”. At
the meeting of 4th July, 1963 it was
agreed that the Club “would support
all efforts to preserve the
workshops”.

The Club acquired some surveying
equipment including a “combined
compass, level and thermometer, 4
adapted Army tripods with a
graduated turntable and a strong
wooden container”. It was found
however that there “were quantities
of iron in the equipment which
caused needle deflection”, but it was
agreed that, as this seemed to be
constant, it could be compensated
for in each reading.

The AGM was held in
September and the
treasurer (M.Gaut)
reported that £57 had
passed through his hands
and about £4 remained.
This was much better than
the previous year. The
Club’s new Constitution
was adopted and
arrangements made for an
Associates Section to be
organised with a reduced
subscription. A dinner was
then held in the Barley Mow Hotel.

The November meeting had record
attendance, 16 were present
including five full members and three
associates.

The year concluded with several
“surveying” trips to Llanymynech
and South Shropshire - and with the
distribution of 50 copies of the
second Year Book.

A receipt for 10 shillings - Associate
Membership Subscription is shown
below - but it did not end here for
there was also a levy charged of 2/6d
for each ‘meeting’ attended.

Special Note: The Shropshire
Magazine, June 1963 (page 35)
contained a long article about the
Club entitled “Mining Club’s self
imposed task - Five Years of effort to
chart the abandoned mines of South
Shropshire” - further proof that the
SMC was found in 1958 - the oldest
Mining History Society in the UK!

Coal Mine Shafts
Recent ground excavations in the
Beveley area (between Oakengates &
Ketley) to make way for a new
housing estate, have located about
20 old pit shafts. Most were filled a
few feet down, others full of water,
but no workings were readily
accessible.

Aerial Ropways
The ultimate in aerial ropeways has
to be the one serving mines in
Argentina:
www.fls.org.jm/users/worldeng/

andes/andes.html

Rhydymwyn demolished
Many of the surface buildings of the
former WW2 chemical weapons
factory at Rhydymwyn in North
Wales were demolished early in 2003.

Some works are being done at the
foot of the bank adjacent to the
tunnel entrances to stabilise the bank
where some small buildings have
been demolished. At the southern
end of the site a new bank has been
built to replace the washed out river
bank, this is stone faced and has new
boundary fencing to close the gap in
the original boundary.

I have added a couple of pictures
taken this week to the Sub Brit web
site. See last two photographs in the
gallery.

http://www.subbrit.org.uk/rsg/sites/
r/rhydymwyn/report.html

Pictures and information received
from Chris Hopley.

Nick Catford
co Roger Gosling
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Members Present:  Ian Cooper, Ian
Davies, Mike Davies, Andy Harris,
Alan & Vicky Robinson, Kelvin Lake,
Steve Holding, Mike Worsfold,
Eileen Bowen.

The meeting place for this trip was
the top of the Great Orme, where we
met members of the ‘Great Orme
Exploration Society’ (G.O.E.S.)  who
control access into the workings.

To speed up our entry into the mine
we split into two groups to descend
different shafts into the workings
below.  The options available were a
fairly small 60ft abseil, or a much
larger shaft that descends over 200ft
- our trip would descend 90ft then
swing off into a level.  Steve, Ian,
Mike, Eileen, and Mike opted for the
60ft drop, leaving the rest of us to the
spacious 90ft decent.

Both shafts have modern caps with
bat friendly grills.  The cap takes the
form of a small cube, on one side
there’s a hinged grid that allows
access inside.  The lid of the cube is
also hinged to give vertical access
into the shaft with a winch.

Once inside the cap you enter a
number of concrete ‘drainage’ rings
with embedded steps, these take you
a short distance down to a concrete
floor.  In the centre of the floor is a
small square opening into the shaft,
covered by a hinged grid.  The grid is
kept closed at all times, except when
starting a decent, to prevent
accidents.

Standing at the top of the pitch
watching Andy Harris’s light fade

Great Orme - Roman Shaft
9th February 2002

into the darkness below I got the
distinct impression that he’d
descended further than 90ft.  After
completing the abseil for myself I was
even more convinced the pitch was
further than 90ft!  Subsequently
discussing the pitch with the others I
found I wasn’t alone in feeling it was
significantly further than we’d been
told.

Having briefly met up again our two
groups soon went their separate
ways to visit different areas of the
mine.  Our first destination took us
along a series of narrow
passageways, some of the time on
our knees.  After a short free climb,
sliding through a few small holes and
finishing with a crawl, we were taken
to view a pair of miners clogs.  When
G.O.E.S. first discovered them they
were in remarkably good condition,
since then they have deteriorated.

Retracing our steps we passed the
other group who were being led to
view the clogs whilst we were shown
a number of other areas, eventually
ending up in a series of connecting
flat-out crawls to see evidence of fire-
setting.

Club members waiting by the shaft
cap over the 90ft. descent (the shaft
is actually much deeper).

Above: Vicky Robinson, inside the
shaft cap, “preparing” to descend
the 90ft. pitch.

Right: Andy Harris negotiating a
typical passageway

Above: The author attempting (for
the second time) to swing into the
level 90 feet down the shaft..

Below: This level from the shaft (still
complete with rails) was one of the
few in the mine that you could stand
up in!

All pictures this page:
Kelvin Lake, I.A.Recordings
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The fire-setting area had been back-
filled in later years, but it was just
possible to wriggle on your back, up
in to the area and look along the side
of the passage-way. In the wall there
was evidence of antler-pick marks -
unfortunately it was not possible to
get a picture of them, because your
nose was almost pressed against
them!

Before leaving we were shown the
G.O.E.S. ‘playground’, an area of
stoping where the members have
been bolting a traverse along a
vertical wall.  Whilst some of our
party were drawn to this technical
challenge others had a bite to eat
before heading back to the 60ft shaft
and the glorious sunshine that
awaited our return to surface.

The mine that we visited is just
one part of a large network of
mine workings that cover the Great
Orme hillside.  With the exception
of a show mine, the members of
G.O.E.S. have taken out a lease on all
the other mines in the area, this gives
them permission to explore the
workings as much as they like.

In their hey-day the mines reached
over 300ft below sea level before
heading out under the sea in the
search for copper.  The workings
have now flooded, leaving the
exploration society with a mine
whose lowest accessible levels are
now tidal!

Following on from SCMC’s trip to
Llandudno, a mini bus of G.O.E.S
members travelled to Shropshire on
Sunday 16th March to visit
Snailbeach mine.

A total of 9 G.O.E.S. members made
the journey down to the 40yd level, a
number of others spent the day
exploring the hillside on the surface.

Everyone seemed to have thoroughly
enjoyed the experience and are keen
to return later in the year to visit the
mines at Huglith.

Ian Cooper

Great Orme - Roman Shaft
9th February 2002

Left: Ian Cooper
photographing the miners
clogs.

Below: The actual clogs

Pictures: Kelvin Lake,
I.A.Recordings

And so back to surface ..... Mike
Worsfold and Kelvin Lake (after
several false starts due to some
unseemly  queue jumping by other
people on the trip! )

Fancy a cup of tea squire?

Picture: Ian Cooper
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There have been several articles on
Gwynfynydd Mine in recent issues
of ‘Below’, and I must admit that, as
they appeared to be just accounts of
underground trips, I haven’t looked
at them carefully. However ‘The Final
Chapter’, in 2002.4, caught my eye,
and having read this one through it is
clear that Ian Cooper has not come
across ‘The Gold Mines of
Merioneth’ - has all my labour been
forgotten ? I am also surprised at
what can be ‘mis-remembered’ in
twenty years! (Since I received this
item I have lent Ian my copy of
TGMM, Kelvin)

Ian is correct in saying that there are
a number old workings at
Gwynfynydd. Some trials for lead
were apparently made before the
1850s, and machinery was certainly in
use early on. Britten Pans were
installed in the 1860s, and Professor
William Rickford Collett erected a 16-
head stamp battery, with other
machinery, driven by a 36 ft. water-
wheel, in 1870. However, the main ore
shoot on the Chidlaw lode was not
found until July 1887, and then by
William Pritchard Morgan. Although
he had been associated with the mine
for three or four years, I don’t think it
took him long to hit it, once he had
the mine in his own possession, as
he only extended the old No. 1 level
11 ft. further west before striking
extremely rich gold quartz.

The lodes of Gwynfynydd mine,
striking generally E.N.E. to W.S.W.
and dipping north, are cut into three
blocks by north-south faults, as can
be easily seen in several places
underground. The westernmost block
includes the outcrops, high up on the
hillside, from north to south, of the
Big, Chidlaw, and Collett lodes, and
others of apparently less importance.
Of these the Childaw has been by far
the most productive, and has been
worked by Nos. 1 and 2 levels (which
are adits), and then by nos. 3 and 4
levels, which do not come to surface,
but which were reached by an
underground shaft from No.2. A
winze, or rise, passes through No.5,
from No.4 and communicates to the
deep adit, or No. 6 level.

These workings are terminated on the
east by what we called the ‘A’ fault.
This could be easily seen on No. 1
level, which is driven on it up to the
Big lode.

I have not been underground at
Gwynfynydd for twenty years, and
do not know what is still accessible,
but in the 1980s, and for many years
before, one could get through all
these workings easily, except that
one could not go far west along the
lode in No.1, or get through
underground from 2 to 1.

The other principal block of workings
was on the Main and New lodes,
roughly three hundred yards to the
south-east, whose outcrops are
conspicuous on the hillside above
the mouth of the Deep Adit (No. 6
level). There was an extensive level
here between 6 and outcrop. Many of
the stopes in this section have now
been filled with mill tailings. We
started doing this in 1984.

The only underground connection
between these two sets of workings
before 1984 was at No. 6. This level
was started quite blind in January
1892, simply as an exploratory cross-
cut, and by chance hit the Main and
then the New lodes. No significant
gold was found at first, but later a
rise encountered rich quartz, which
yielded about 10,000 ozs. in 1894-95.

Soon after 1900 a turn was made off
the 6 level at the west end of the
workings on New Lode, about where
these are cut off by the ‘C’ fault, and
this was then driven on a dead-
straight line north-west for 1,500 ft.,
past the rise on the Chidlaw, and on
to the Big Lode, where, as this lode is
pyritic and porous, there used to be a
great deal of red mud.

I could not make out from Ian’s
account just where his party went in
and out of the mine, nor where they
went underground, and I would like
to suggest that it would be helpful to
readers if the original mine
nomenclature could be used in any
future accounts.

I think that much of interest and
many lessons are lost if the early
history of the Gold Belt is glossed
over, and I would therefore like to
restate some of its main incidents.
Arthur Dean’s announcement of his
discovery of gold at East Cwm-
heisian in 1844, and Mr. Bruin’s
subsequent attempt to work that
mine for gold, took place, of course,
before the discovery of gold in
California, in an atmosphere of
profound scepticism. That discovery,
however, followed by those in
Australia, changed men’s attitudes
entirely. So, when Mr. Berdan set up
his grinding and amalgamating pan in
London in the autumn of 1853,
offering to treat samples without
charge, and many of these, from
different parts of Britain, apparently
contained remunerative amounts of
gold, it gave rise to a great gold
excitement. This fever only lasted
until the summer of 1854, when it
became evident that the majority of
the samples had been ‘salted.’ Gold
had been added to them by those
who stood to gain by promoting the
various companies involved.

Not surprisingly the existence of gold
in Britain was now again regarded as
a fantasy. But in fact, although there
had been no commercial production,
very rich ore had been found at the
Clogau, Prince of Wales, and
Dolfrwynog mines in Meirionydd, if
nowhere else, and some people
thought it could be profitably
worked. A serious attempt, in a quiet
way, was therefore begun at Clogau.
The Upper Adit struck visible gold in
December 1859, regular production
started in January 1861. From then
until October 1862 Clogau was a very
profitable gold mine, with an income
to cost ratio with which few, if any,
mines could compare.

This working, which no-one could
deny was extremely satisfactory,
gave rise to the gold rush to North
Wales. In it many companies were set
up, of which two (besides Clogau),
Cambrian Consolidated and Welsh
Gold Mining (Cefn-coch) were major
concerns. Unfortunately none of

Gwynfynydd Mine - A re-cap
by George Hall
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them were able to recover adequate
quantities of gold from the large
bodies of medium grade gold-quartz
claimed to exist, nor were further
‘bonanza’ ore bodies found. The
whole thing gradually fizzled out in
the late 1860s, Dolgellau becoming
once more a discredited backwater,
although some work continued to be
done from time to time at Clogau,
Cefn-coch, Gwynfynydd, and
elsewhere.

Pritchard Morgan’s discovery at
Gwynfynydd therefore gave rise to
the third gold rush. This period of
activity, it was hardly a ‘rush’, lasted,
as Ian said, about up to the Kaiser’s
War. During it Clogau and
Gwynfynydd were far more
extensively worked, and produced far
more gold, than had been raised in
the 1860s.

I am by nature a prospector, and
therefore an optimist, and the
research done for ‘The Gold Mines of
Merioneth’ convinced me that there
is plenty of gold left in Meirionydd,
and that it can be found and worked
at a profit. I gradually realised that
the medium and low-grade ore is the
fantasy. All the gold that matters is
found in a peculiar class of gold
veins, quite different from the great
majority of quartz veins seen in North
Wales, discrete, thin, and
discontinuous, but amazingly rich. So
you either have a lot of gold, or none.
A couple of shots can take you from
borrasca to bonanza, and back again.

It is not possible to put an average
value on these veins, but details
recorded in 1861-62 at Clogau show
that the best quartz crushed then
yielded 300 ozs. to the ton, while
L.H.L. Huddart, writing in 1904, said
that quartz got at Clogau at that time,
showing visible gold, was worth
about 200 ozs. to the ton.

It is obvious that veins of this
quality, once found, are immensely
profitable. The difficulty is to find
them without spending a fortune on
tunnelling, which is an expensive
operation !

However, they occur under well-
defined geological conditions. That
is, the quartz vein must be
intersecting the Clogau Formation, a
very dark, sometimes black,
sedimentary bed about 300 ft. thick,
pyritic and carbonaceous, while one
wall of the vein must be a doleritic
intrusive, known locally as ‘green-
stone’. It is not difficult to map the
position of the Clogau Formation, nor
to predict the positions of lodes. So,
although the greenstones can be
erratic, the hunt can be narrowed
down.

When Sir Mark Weinberg gave me
the job of reopening Gwynfynydd in
1981 these conditions were well
known to me, and I was determined
to keep them in mind. I was also
aware of the large production got
from the Main-New lode junction
over No. 6 level, and that the Clogau
Formation was below the bottom of
the existing workings. Our initial
target was therefore to drive a decline
tunnel on a zig-zag plan down from 6
to the intersection of the Main-New
lodes with the Clogau rocks.

We also had the mine resurveyed
and geologically mapped. This work
soon showed that between the old
workings on the Chidlaw lode west of
the ‘A’ fault, and the western ends of
the workings on Main and New,
against the ‘C’ fault, there was a
block of ground about 50 metres
across in which not only was the
Clogau Formation at the horizon of
No. 6 level, but quartz exposures
there, hitherto not opened up, looked
likely to be an extension of the
Chidlaw lode.

This was obviously a priority target,
and a very accessible one. The
decline was abandoned, temporarily,
we thought, and we drove on the
footwall of the Chidlaw lode across
what we called the ‘Link Zone’. This
found nothing ! I will not go into the
details of our operations at this time
except to say that we explored other
lodes from 6 level, again without
result. We then returned to the
Chidlaw footwall, blew another four
or five feet off, and hit the gold vein.
which we had been within inches of a
year or more before. This discovery
was made in September 1983. A
simple mill was quickly installed (with
credit to Bob Gunn), and we started
selling gold in March 1984.

A winze was then sunk to it 40ft.
deeper, and exposed a marvellous
vein, though only four or five inches
wide. It looked exactly as though it
had been painted with mustard - but
this was gold. Just what I thought we
ought to be able to find, and
geologically just where it would be
expected. We put up a stope above
No.6, which connected to the old
No.2 level in 1984.

Tales of ‘eight inches wide of more or
less solid gold’, a once in a century
find, ore so rich that it could be bent
by hand, are, in my belief, fables.
Some pieces of our vein ran 10% gold
by weight, rich enough, but by no
means flexible. As for £40,000,000
worth of gold being got in the 1980s,
that’s nonsense. I don’t know exactly
how much gold was produced at that
time, probably no one does, but I’ll
make a rough estimate of 2,000ozs.,
sold for £1,000,000.

Gwynfynydd Mine - A re-cap
by George Hall, continued ...

A view of the gold traps and water settling tanks, used in the 1980’s to
precipitate out the metal.    Picture: Ian Cooper, 2002
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It was certainly a lot smaller
‘bonanza’ than the best of those of
the past. 8,000ozs. were got at Clogau
in 1861-62, 12,500 at Gwynfynydd in
1887-88, and nearly 10,000 in 1894-95,
then 13,600 at Clogau in 1900 and
18,400 in 1904. Five great finds in just
over forty years, and that’s not
counting the stuff carried off
unrecorded, a not inconsiderable
amount, I’m sure !

However, as a mine manager had
been appointed at the end of 1983,
and I did not agree with the methods
then being adopted to work the mine,
I left in the summer of 1984, and
cannot give a first-hand account of
what happened after then.

I should perhaps mention that in my
day the water from the mine was
neutralised with lime, which
precipitated out the metals in the
tanks illustrated. They were not just
settling tanks.

The ‘square hopper’ referred to is
what is known as a gold trap. About
three-quarters of the gold recovered
in the 1980s was caught in one.

The principle of a shaking table is
that the long axis is not far off
horizontal. The movement of the
table, and the line of the riffles, is in
about the same direction, and the
shake keeps the pulp mobile, so
allowing the heavier particles to get
down through the lighter. They are
then shunted along the table by its
movement, slow forward, to carry the
particles in contact with the deck.
ultimately off at the end, and quick
back, to shear the pulp, while the
lighter material is carried across the
riffles along the short axis, a steeper
slope, by a plentiful flow of water.

The advantage of a shaking table is
that it provides an infinitesimally
graduated product, from the heaviest
at one corner to the lightest at the
opposite one (provided that the
particle size range is not greater than
1:2), which can be readily cut where,
and as often as, the operator sees fit.
But they are of low capacity,
mechanically inefficient, because of
their large reciprocating mass, and

Gwynfynydd Mine - A re-cap
by George Hall, continued ...

Workshop building used by the early
1980’s operations at the mine.
Picture: Ian Cooper, 2002

may lose gold, which, as Ian notes,
being malleable, tends to be flattened
in the crushing-grinding process, and
can then float off on the wash water.

Nevertheless I have some nice
pictures of strips of gold, galena, and

I must admit that I was unaware of
“The Gold Mines Of Merioneth”, my
only excuse can be that as I was only
aged 8 at the time of it’s publication,
it’s subject matter would have been a
little beyond me!  I have now been
able to borrow a copy and can
thoroughly recommend it to anyone
who hasn’t yet read it, had I known
of it’s existence earlier it would
certainly have made writing up trip
reports a lot easier.  If anyone knows
of a copy for sale I’d certainly be
interested…

Having read the section on
Gwynfynydd in some detail, and
referring to the annotated plan on
page 48, I am now able to say that on
our first visit to the site, (29/12/2001),
we walked up the old incline and
entered the workings at No 2 Level.  I
don’t think we found the proper
entrance to this level as we
descended a ladder from the surface
about 15ft.  From No 2 Level we
descended the underground incline
shafts (passing levels 3 and 4) until
we reached what I believe was
originally No 5 Level, reading the
book I see that No 5 level was later
renamed No 6 Level when a new one
was created between them.

From No 6 Level we climbed a steel
ladder up into stoping on the Main/

sphalerite spreading out and
separating along the length of our
table in 1984. The first we simply
spooned into 100gm Nescafe jars,
which we then sold for about £10,000
a time, cheque on collection.

The buildings shown in the
illustrations were, I believe, put up by
the Hillside Mining Co. in the 1930s.

That referred to as ‘The Mill Shed’
was our workshop. The processing
machinery, as stated in the text, was
always underground. There are
several targets that I had in mind in
1981 that have still not been
examined, and, in my opinion, the
potential resources of Gwynfynydd
have been but little reduced by the
gold got between 1983 and 1999.

New Lode, before emerging back on
the surface where the Main/New
Lode outcrops.  On subsequent
visits we’ve entered through this
outcrop and dropped down to No 6
Level, before retracing our steps back
to the surface.

I must apologise for any inaccuracies
present in my previous articles.  My
sources of information were various
reports by the Environment Agency,
published on their web site, a brief
introductory booklet to the mine,
“Welsh Gold” produced by the show
mine in 1993, and conversations held
with the last mine manager; who has
been reworking the spoil tips since
the mine’s closure.  It would seem
that the passage of time may have led
to the quantity of gold found at the
mine to have grown slightly each
time the story has been re-told, I’m
afraid that I am guilty of passing the
tale on without double checking the
facts.

I have found the information in Mr.
Hall’s letter to be most interesting
and am grateful to have the chance to
learn so much more about this
fascinating mine.  We will have to
wait to see how the area will be
landscaped and ‘cleaned up’ now
that processing on the site has drawn
to a close.

Response from Ian Cooper
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I was interested to read about the
Featherstone Massacre in the last
issue of “Below!”.  My mothers
family came from Half Penny Lane in
 Featherstone and my uncle worked
in the Lamp Room at Acton Hall
Colliery. However her Grandfather,
Herbert Spurr  lived in Pontefract and
was a part time Fireman and attended
the scene of the riot to put out the
resulting fire.  Amongst the family
ephemera is the attached certificate
of efficiency for the attendance of the
Pontefract fire brigade (at foot of
page) which, in its way, celebrates
the successful quashing of the riot.

Below is a little snippet from “When
poverty knocks on the door love
goes out of the window” A
compilation of “voices” from
Pontefract, Normanton, Castleford,
Knottingley and Featherstone.
Published by West Yorkshire Arts
Service in 1987:

“ I left school in 1932 to go down
the pit. I’d been to Gordon Street
school or “cowie’s” as it was
known. “Old Cowie” had finished
by then and a Mr Birch was
headmaster, he was well named,
was Birch, for he couldn’t half lay
it on. You’d be sent to him and
line up in the hallway. With no
questions asked he’d get you to
hold out your hand and bring
down his cane, three strokes

across the fingers on each hand.
All the teachers were men of
course, there was a Mr Green and
a Mr Thompson - he’d had all his
fingers taken off one hand in an
accident.

“ Like my dad and grandfather
before him I went to work at
Featherstone Main. My grandad
had come up from Staffordshire to
work in the pit. Most
Featherstone folk have their
origins in Staffordshire. When
you think about it it was a cruel
twist of fate, then, that it should
be a Staffordshire Regiment that
were responsible for the
shootings at the Pit in 1893.

“ I walked on to the cage that first
day, a little lad among all these
big colliers. That cage used to fly
down, your ears would “blob”
and you’d be ages yawning
trying to get them to “crack”.

“ I first worked as a battery carrier
at 2/11d a day, then stoppages for
Herbert Dobson, the shot finer:
Herbert was a singer as well, a
lovely tenor. I used to carry
batteries, detonators, bags of clay
and explosives - “samsonite”
they called it. I remember once the
cable didn’t reach to the end of
the gate and we crouched behind
an upturned tub. Herbert pushed

me in and then jumped in behind
me after detonating the shot.

“ Lads on face were paid by the
yardage, some called him “Butty
man” or “t’Doggy”, they paid out
bonus, the lads didn’t do well,
but Butty always got a good
swig.

“ In 1934 the Main closed. Mr
Archer who was agent for
Colonel Shaw the owner wanted
to put the wages down, the
colliers wanted more if owt, so in
the words of Archer “they put the
lid on it”. He said he’d put
“Featherstone out to grass” and
he damn near did.

“ I managed to get a job at the
Copper works in Leeds, I went by
bicycle, a lot did, there must have
been 100’s from round here all
travelling in procession. A lot
were killed on that road, a lot from
Featherstone as well and there
wasn’t the traffic there is now. It
was 14/6d a week, but we were
lucky to have work to go to.

In 1930 I went to Whitwood pit and
just after that to the “Don Pedro
Pit” at Loscoe (that was named
after the Brazilian Emperor who
came to visit). Don Pedro was
what they call an “upcast pit”, all
the return air came through it,
you’d to go through 2 sets of air
locks to get to the cage. I worked
there till the end of the war when
an accident forced me out.

“ In fact at the start of the war I’d
signed on for the militia. We got
4/- straight off. The 110th Light
Infantry-nearest barracks Carlisle.
I had a medical at the Gibraltar
Barracks in Leeds, said all my
good-byes and just when I was
about to leave they sent down to
say “stay where you are”. We
were in a reserved occupation
being miners. I couldn’t send the
4/- back though, I’d already spent
the bugger. ”

Featherstone Massacre - A follow-up
by Steve Dewhirst



“Below” 2003.1 15

Th
e 

lo
ca

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
Fe

at
he

rs
to

ne
 M

as
sa

cr
e 

of
 1

89
3,

 w
he

re
 tw

o 
m

en
 w

er
e 

ki
lle

d 
by

 fi
re

 fr
om

 th
e 

m
ilit

ar
y 

at
te

nd
in

g 
a 

rio
t t

he
re

 in
 th

at
 ri

ot
-s

tri
ck

en
 y

ea
r i

n 
th

e 
W

es
t

Y
or

ks
hi

re
 c

oa
lfi

el
d.

 A
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t i
nq

ui
ry

, o
f a

 w
hi

te
w

as
hi

ng
 n

at
ur

e,
 fo

llo
w

ed
 th

e 
de

at
hs

.  
Fr

om
 ‘W

es
t Y

or
ks

hi
re

 C
oa

lfi
el

d’
 b

y 
Jo

hn
 G

oo
dc

hi
ld

.

Featherstone Massacre - A follow-up
by Steve Dewhirst, continued ...

The stacks of Wood, Workshops (No.9 on the map) and Holder (could this have been gas?) were destroyed -
presumably the rioters set fire to them.  These were located to the North of the main colliery buildings. There is a
sketch of the colliery after the riot on Ian Winstanley’s web site:

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~cmhrc/171.jpg
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Haughmond Hill
Quarry
The quarry and its new asphalt plant
are described in the January 2003
issue of “Quarry Management”. The
new plant is designed to use road
planings and waste asphalt as well as
virgin materials as part of the new
National Environment policy.

New Mining
(from ‘Mineral Planning’, Dec. 2002)

South Crofty
The operators of the former South
Crofty Tin Mine have produced a
progress report. The Tuckingmill
Decline has been reopened and work
commenced on transferring plant
from Wheal Jane Mill to South
Crofty, this it is intended to refurnish.
They hope to commence pumping
and to mine a second access during
2003, with a possible link to the
Robinson’s Heritage project. Mining
for tin is anticipated in 2004.

Brine Pumping
A scheme to develop four
underground cavities (by pumping
brine) on land adjacent to Hulme Hall
in the Holford Brinefield, Cheshire
has been recommended for approval.
The cavities would be formed at a
depth of 350m below ground and
would be 200m high with a radius of
73m.

16 Deep Left
With the closure of Blenkinsopp and
Prince of Wales Collieries, there are
now 16 “major deep mines” plus “11
smaller collieries” in production. In
addition there are 56 opencast coal
mines. None of the operations are in
Shropshire or Staffordshire.

Based on Coal Authority Report,
April 2002.

Devon Tungsten
Devon County Council have been
reviewing the approval given in 1986
for a tungsten and tin mine at
Hemerdon. It is accepted that there
are no known active proposals to
commence operations.

News Round-Up 2

Yorkshire Collieries
On the 7th January, IJB travelled to
Hatfield Moors to see peat workings
(employs 70, with 7 mile long narrow
gauge railway, 3ft gauge, diesel loco)
and the natural gas well that ignited
in Winter 1981 (an American team put
it out. The well was eventually
‘emptied’ and is now being filled
again with natural gas as a reserve).
The journey from Wakefield to
Hatfield gave views of Kellingley and
Thorne Collieries on the skyline, and
the return passed Hatfield, Harworth,
Rossington and Maltby Collieries;
Headframes all different, just like old
times, but now this represents nearly
half of Britain’s operational coal mine
headframes.

Ivor Brown

Bolivian Landslide
700 people were initially reported
missing after a landslide in Bolivia
engulfed a remote gold mining
community on the 31st March. The
landslide buried 400 homes in Chima,
approximately 150 miles North-east of
the main city La Paz.

It happened about mid-morning,
when a mass of earth and rock
weakened by heavy weekend rain
broke free. Rescue workers who were
searching for survivors in the 100m
wide landslide area, gave up hope of
finding any survivors after the 5th
April.

Princess Royal Pit Baths Under Threat
A number of mining remains
in the Forest of Dean are
under threat of demolition
with the pit baths and
canteen complex of Princess
Royal Colliery, Whitecroft
Road, Bream (NGR: SO 6127
0629) being particularly
vulnerable. The Forestry
Commission has sold the site
to developers who are
currently building industrial
units on the waste heap area,
they plan to remove the baths
buildings in Whitecroft Road
their next phase of
development.

The development is part of a £3
million Regional Development Grant,
however, the sale of the colliery site
is being challenged under ancient

Forest Mining rules, so it may yet be
saved. Other colliery sites around the
Forest are also threatened by
redevelopment and road building
schemes.

View to Princess Royal Baths from beside
the Mine Offices. Below: The Baths section
of the building (Canteen is/was to the right).
Pictures: Kelvin Lake, I.A.Recordings
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Two important contributions have
been received regarding Halesfield
Colliery. The first is a picture from a
“stereograph of the tramway at
Kemberton Pit” from Stephen
Rowson of Cardiff. His picture is one
of a pair described as being the
“Kemberton Colliery Tramway”. It
shows a double track rope haulage
with trucks at what appears to be the
top of an incline (one truck seems to
be at an angle going over the top),
there is a ‘rattle (winding) chain’
fence alongside the pasture on the
right hand-side and a man standing
in front of some buildings on the left.
There is also a small ‘jig-house’ on
the right at the top of the incline. The
queries raised were, Where abouts
was it? and Who was the man?

A first glance told the writer that this
was in fact the much older tramway
from the same Company’s Meadow
Pit to Blists Hill Furnaces (IGMT
Museum Site). The rails were the old
flanged type, the wagons appeared
to be ironstone ‘lump’ wagons, the
fence was alongside pasture, a jig
house still survives in the position
shown and the chimney in the
distance looks like that of the top
brickworks or the blast furnaces at
Blists Hill. But the 25 inch OS Map of
the period c1900 does not show a
double track at the incline top but a
pass-bye on a single track and there
is a nasty ‘kink’ in the track which
would have been difficult for a rope
system (a recent site visit shows the
layout to be precisely as on the map).
Furthermore there is no evidence for
all the buildings shown on the left of
the tramway either on the map or on
site today. These features seem to
eliminate this position for the
photograph.

The second possibility is the
Halesfield Pit tramway at the top of
the Tweedale incline, but on the 1902
OS Map (see next page) there
appears to be a short tunnel at the
top of the incline, this is not shown
on the picture. Furthermore ‘viewing’
along the double track would not
show the distant wooded hill or the
chimney (Madeley Court Furnaces
would have been the most likely). In

Halesfield and Kemberton Mines Part 7,
Correspondence on previous articles, by Ivor J.Brown

“stereograph
of the
tramway at
Kemberton
Pit” from the
Stephen
Rowson
collection

Line of View
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addition the buildings and pasture
are not in the correct positions.

It seems to be the tramway from
Kemberton Colliery to the sidings?
(See Below 2002.3, page 12, map of
1928). This map and earlier maps
show this length of tramway to be on

a spoil heap - no fence alongside
pasture, no inclines with buildings at
the head and the two tracks are much
more widely separated than as
shown. Furthermore, there are no “far
hills” with a chimney but it is again
just possible it might have been
Madeley Court Furnace and tips.

The picture almost certainly shows
one of the above - but which one? I
know at least 4 members who visit
the sites mentioned after each article
in this series, there may be others
and any help they can give would be
appreciated. And, sorry, I do not
know the person in the picture - I am
not that old!

Second Correspondence
The second drawing is a section and
plan, drawn by Mr. R.Rushton, based
on the memory of Mr. Albert Evans
(one time Surveyor and Engineer of
Madeley Colliery respectively). They
have described the general
arrangements as follows:

1. Tippler - Full tub enters tippler
and activates the mechanism at
the axle, which revolves the
tippler and empties the tub onto a
chute below. A further tub enters
the tippler and the empty tub

on leaving resets the mechanism
to continue the operation.

2. A chute conveys the coal to the
shaker conveyor.

3. There are two shakers; No.1 and
No. 2 (in line). There are 2
eccentrics on both sides of the
shaft at the end of the first
shaker.

Connecting rods on both sides
from the eccentrics operate the
shakers (see plan)

Holes in the riddle plates are
made to the size of product most
required by the current market.
The Fines (Slack) pass through
say 3/4” diameter holes in the
plates, directly into a railway
wagon below. There was a door
sealing the bottom of the chute
feeding this wagon. This door
was operated by chains from
below to enable the flow to be
stopped when the wagon was
changed.

Further fuel sizes are segregated
as the coal passes along the
shaker. These pass one picking
belt, which finally discharge into
railway wagons at the front of the
screens. The largest product

Halesfield and Kemberton Mines Part 7,
Correspondence on previous articles, by Ivor J.Brown

Incline ‘Jig’ House at the top of the
‘Wynd’ - the incline is on the left and
drops down past the All Nations PH
(well worth a visit) to the Lee Dingle
bridge and into the Blists Hill
Museum site.
Picture: Kelvin Lake, I.A.Recordings

View
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Addendum to Part 6 of this series, Halesfield-Kemberton Pit
Coal Preparation Plant, by Ivor J.Brown

passes onto the bar belt at the
end of the shaker.

4. The shakers are supported by 1”
diameter rods, suspended from
the roof supports of the screens
(above the shakers).

There are 2 rods at each
suspension point on both sides
of the shaker. Bearings on a 2”
shaft, at each supporting point,
provide free movement of these
rods at the top. A similar
arrangement of shaft and

bearings operate where the rods
are secured to the base of the
shaker. The rods are threaded,
top and bottom, to provide height
adjustment. These supports are
provided throughout the length
of the shakers.

Tub
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5. There was also an electric motor
for the tippler and another for the
shaker.

It will be noted that no washery was
shown, although there was one,
transferred here from another colliery
to clean the ‘nuts’ (sizes from middle
two truck positions) as described in
Part 6 of this series. But Mr. Evans
says he considers this “best
forgotten owing to its poor state and
efficiency” in 1950!

The writer would like to thank
Stephen Rowson, Ray Rushton and
Albert Evans for their interest and
information, and also his former
colleagues at the Madeley Wood
Colliery in the 1950’s.

Addendum to Part 6 of this series, Halesfield-Kemberton Pit
Coal Preparation Plant, by Ivor J.Brown

Large Coal Campaign
= 750 tons at £2 more per ton or
£1,500 (this was about 10 times the
project leaders pay per week!)
Unfortunately as publicity,
awareness and interest wained and
non-selective face mechanisation
increased the percentage of large
coal had fallen to about 50% in
February 1962. The emphasis had
also by this time, moved from large
coal for general industrial customers
(fewer steam engines!) to cleaner
small coal for power stations.

Old minute papers of the Madeley
Wood Colliery Consultative
Committee (fortnightly meetings
between representatives of
management and workers), show the
results of this campaign quite clearly.

When the Campaign began in early
1960 production was about 5,000
tons of coal per week, 45% of which
was over 2 inches in size. The
average selling price to large
customers of over 2” was £6 a ton
and under 2” £4 per ton.

By November 1960 the percentage of
over 2” was raised to 60% equalling
an increase of 15% of 5,000 per week

Speleomania
Speleomania, a place on the Internet
for cavers everywhere to get together
and exchange news and views,
arrange trips, or simply just hang out
and meet cavers from other areas and
countries was launched on Monday,
March 31st 2003.

Features include:
Calendar of forthcoming events.
Discussions categorised by
geographical region or specialist
subject techniques, explorations,
photos, book and gear reviews, etc -
categories and subjects will be
changed to reflect areas with most
user interest.

Membership and use of Speleomania
is free.

Speleomania is being launched in
English but support for other
languages will soon be added
Spanish and French are next on the
list. Plus lots of new features will be
added as Speleomania develops -
photo galleries, chat rooms, and
much more.

Check out Speleomania at:
www.speleomania.com

Comments and enquiries to
speleomaniac@speleomania.com

Experimental Mine
Follow-up

The experimental ‘mine’ was
established at the isolated Harpur Hill
site, just outside Buxton, for the
Safety in Mines Research
Establishment when the original site
at Eskmeals, Cumbria, was found to
be unsuitable. The original tube, for
conducting explosibility of coal dust
experiments, consisted of old boiler
shells welded together.

However, the violence of some
explosions completely wrecked this
and the underground tunnel was
substituted.  They were also are able
to test new explosives for addition to
the ‘Permitted’ explosives list for use
in safety lamp coal mines and the
standard testing of the power of a
new explosive using a Crimean War
mortar.

One of the last ‘mining’ tasks
undertaken there was the
development of crushable ‘buffers’
for the shaft bottom to decelerate a
falling mine cage after horrific injuries
were suffered to the men in the cage
at the Markham Colliery disaster.

Their remit was then widened and
they are now called the Health and
Safety Laboratories providing,
amongst other things, BASEEFA
certification to provide assurance
that hazardous area products are fit
for use in explosive atmospheres.

 Barry Job

See Ivor’s article on the next few pages
for more on the experimental mine.

Mines Inspector -
Memorial Plaque

A memorial plaque to Sir Clement Le
Neve Foster has been placed on his
former family home in Llandudno.

The plaque has recently been
unveiled and thanks are due to
Conwy Borough Council's generous
provision of funding to enable it to
be cast and erected especially Janet
Johnson, Strategic Tourist
Development Officer, for her support
and help during the negotiations to
mark the life of this remarkable man.

For those who find themselves in
Llandudno it may be seen on the Min
y Don Hotel, North Parade.

Pete Challis,  (via email)

Kents Cavern
Torquay’s oldest tourist attraction -
Kents Cavern has recently been
granted an underground  drinks
licence. The show caves, which have
been run by the Powe family for over
100 years, are thought to be the first
cave in the country to win a drinks
licence.

Pre-booked groups, such as those
taking part in the caves successful
ghost tours will be able to take
advantage of the new facility. Work
is also due to start in September on a
new £400,000 visitor centre at the
caverns - more in the next issue.
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This ‘Mine’, (GR 055 699), mentioned
in the last issue of Below, (page 18),
was at the site known as the Harpur
Hill Field Station of the Safety in
Mines Research Establishment. The
original S. M. R. Board was set up in
1921 and eventually had two research
stations, this Field Station at 1400ft
aod. about 3 miles south of Buxton,
and an urban Research Station in
Broad Lane, Sheffield.

The Field Station was established in
1926 to provide facilities for large
scale work on mine explosions, mine
explosives and other experiments
which could not be conducted in
urban areas. In the early days much
of the work was financed by the
Miners’ Welfare Fund. This Field
Station was set up partly to replace
one at Eskmeals where the main
gallery had been badly damaged in
one of the experiments. On the new
site a 7ft diameter and a 1ft diameter
gallery were constructed using parts
from Eskmeals with a new 4ft
diameter gallery (or tube), 1,000ft in
length, along the line of a disused
railway. The cost was about £35,000
for these, complete with fans,
observation stations, a gas holder,
bunkers and a coal crusher.

In 1928 part of the 4ft gallery was
damaged and work was started on a
new gallery by tunnelling through
the hillside under the 4ft gallery. The
tunnel was driven on a rise of 1 in 30
from NW to SE a distance of 700ft,
height 8ft and width 8ft. The
limestone was found to be very
broken and parts had to be thickly
lined with concrete. At about mid-
length and max depth of 50ft, a side
heading was formed for testing
explosives and, at the NW end, a fan
drift was constructed. The fan and
the 3ft gauge railway (with diesel
locos) were then completed.

The prime purpose of the tunnel was
to demonstrate coal dust explosions
to visiting miners since there were
still many who thought that every
explosion was purely due to
firedamp. In 1930 some 18 parties
came to see the demonstration, a
total of over 1,800 persons, not

An ‘Experimental Mine’ at Buxton
by Ivor Brown

counting small groups. The third
party, on June 1st 1930, was from the
Mining College, Oakengates,
Shropshire. In 1932 over 6,000 came
and by this time an Exhibition Hall
and an above-ground concrete “Gob-
fire Chamber” had been added. The
Hall contained a demonstration mine
with a 30ft length of “Roadway” and
a 30ft long “Coalface”.

In 1950, after the disastrous
Cresswell Pit fire, a fire study section
was set up which gave the Explosion
Tunnel a new lease of life. It proved
very useful for large scale studies of
fire underground using such
mediums as foam to extinquish them.

The writer first attended a
Demonstration Day at Harpur Hill in
November 1956. The centre of
activity was the underground gallery
where there was work being carried
out on the various ways of
extinguishing a mine fire. One
particular test involved the use of a
sheet of sieve-like material
suspended at 45 degrees across the
tunnel. On the out-bye side there was
a jet of water containing detergent
which the ventilating current was
turning into bubbles. It was said that
this would be carried to the fire and
extinguish the flames. Smouldering
would probably remain but this could
probably be extinguished manually
as the bubbles did not affect
breathing.

Nearby were two steel clad above-
ground galleries each 315 feet long
with a cannon at one
end. One cannon
contained 50lbs of
coal dust the other
contained 20lbs of
coal dust and 30lbs of
limestone dust. When
fired the first
produced a large black
cloud through which
flame soon spread, the
second gave off a
whitish cloud with
only a small explosion
at the point of ignition
thus proving the value
of stone dusting in

coal mines.  Other demonstrations
included; hobnail boots in contact
with aluminium from chewing
tobacco packages, when striking a
rail produces sparks capable of
igniting fire damp, also stemming
shotholes containing powder and
gas and then firing. Other work was
being carried out for other industries
such as explosions in crank cases on
ships and flour dust in mills.

By 1962 work was being hampered by
the structural weakness of the tunnel
used for explosions and by the small
section of the 4ft dia. gallery. A new
reinforced concrete surface explosion
gallery 1,200ft long, of arch shaped
cross section, 7ft high was
constructed along the same
alignment as the 4 ft gallery.

On a further visit in May 1963 the
writer found that the tunnel, with
railway and locos, the old 315 ft long
surface gallery and the new 1,200ft
gallery were all in use and a nearby
disused quarry face was being used
to test rock heading machines in
forming tunnels - to help decide the
best for the proposed Channel
Tunnel, so he was told!

References
Reports of S.M.R.B. Volume 2,1926

pages 4 - 5; Volume 7 1931 pages
4 to 6 and plates; Volume 10 1935
pages 5 to 6.

A History of Mine Safety Research in
Great Britain by A.R.Roberts and
J.E.King 1986. Published by
Health & Safety Executive.

South-eastern portal of the tunnel c1930 with 3ft.
gauge loco and wagon.
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An ‘Experimental Mine’ at Buxton
by Ivor Brown, continued ...
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1800 Tunnel, Ironbridge
Re-visited - March 2003

The 1800 tunnel was last visited and
surveyed in November 1995, so
following the cancellation of
surveying on the Stiperstones on
Saturday 1st March a walk around
Ironbridge and its tunnels was
undertaken by Peter Eggleston, Ian
Cooper, and Kelvin Lake.

The entrance to the “1800” tunnel is
fairly well hidden up on the bank
behind the Malthouse Public House,
and during the summer is likely to be
completely hidden by undergrowth.

There is a definite contour line from
the tunnel round the hillside towards
another adit which once connected
to the main workings of Lincoln Hill
limestone mines, behind the new
houses and lime kilns beside the Pub.

After checking with the Landlord of
the Malthouse for permission to
enter the tunnel, which seems to be
in the pub grounds (the area
immediately below the entrance was
once used as a beer garden), we slide
into the tunnel. There is slight bulge
in the left-hand wall, followed by a
run-in of clay from the right-hand
wall about 2m in (see photo 2).

Otherwise the rest of the tunnel
appears to be as noted on Nick

Southwicks 1995 survey sketch. The
tunnel is interesting, mainly for its
shape. We started to take
photographs of the tunnel - mainly
for future reference, however our
exploration was cut short when we
reached the larger clay run-in round
the corner, 26m in when we
discovered a Lesser Horseshoe bat
hanging at a crazy angle right in the
way. It was hanging on the side of
the arch, such that it’s head was
actually resting on the brickwork at
the side of the tunnel.

The crawl over the clay run-in is a
flat-out crawl and there are some
plastic sheets (nicely wet and messy)
to crawl across, due to the bat and
the lure of lunch in the pub we didn’t
pass beyond this point. But the
tunnel does not appear to have
changed much from previous
descriptions.

It would be interesting to hear from
older club members who explored the
tunnel “through garages” as to
exactly where these garages are/were
so that the route of the tunnel can be
plotted beyond the presently known
limit.

Kelvin

1800 tunnel
keystone

Above: Clay run-in about 2m into the
tunnel, as seen from the entrance.

Below: Looking back to the entrance
from the bend about 20m in.

Pictures: Kelvin Lake - I.A.Recordings, 2003



24 “Below” 2003.1

Journal Feedback
I’ve received the Journal No.8, which
I have read with interest. But that
picture on the cover is not of what I
would call a skip. It’s the body, and
part of the bogie, of a side-tipping
tram, or waggon. A skip, to me, is a
large oblong box for drawing ore and
waste through a shaft. Quite a
different object.

Regarding Haytonsbent, this mine
has always been something of a
mystery to me. David Poyner’s
article, in particular his remarks on its
active working, caused me to think of
it again, and I seemed to recollect
that I had seen it somewhere in the
Lists of Mines. I have therefore had a
look through Hunt’s annual Lists of
Mines (1859-81) and the Inspectors
of Mines, then Home Office, annual
Lists (1873 to 1938), but failed to see
it anywhere. Also, I don’t think it
appears in the Mineral Statistics, or
in the Mining Journal.

The Statistics were not
comprehensive for copper (outside
Cornwall and Devon) much before
1860, but, unless I’ve missed
something, I infer from the above
that, while the old levels may have
been cleared more than once in order
to have a look underground, such
exploration was very short lived, and
there cannot have been any
substantial working at the mine since
1860 at the latest.

I’m sorry I can’t offer any more
constructive information.

G.W.Hall

Letters to the Editor

Underground Railways
Haematite at Florence Mine and
Slate at Honister.

Plus a mine in reverse at an ex RN
Depot at Chilmark, where stone from
elsewhere is taken underground for
dressing and cutting to size.

Most of the working sites visited
include some footage shot
underground, the quality of the
filming is quite good, mainly on
digital video, and at £14.00 including
post and packing I think represents
good value.

“Tracks Underground” is No.14 in a
series of videos entitled “Narrow
Gauge at Work”, which covers many
industries at locations throughout
Europe.

If anyone is interested in obtaining
copies of these videos they can be
purchased from Steve Thomason
(cheques payable to S.K.Thomason)
at 89 Milton Avenue, Eaton Ford, St.
Neots, Cambridgeshire, PE19 7LJ.
Website: http://www.ingr.co.uk/

Brian Tildesley

Recently I was bought a copy of a
video entitled “Tracks
Underground”, produced by J & S
Productions, which may be of
interest to readers of “Below”.

Apparently J & S Productions have
similar aims to I.A.Recordings, except
that they concentrate on recording
industrial activities which still make
use of narrow gauge railway systems.

This particular video, lasting 60
minutes, shot mainly in the 1990’s
and the first two years of this century
covers eight mine sites which were in
operation at the time of filming, plus a
few abandoned workings, all located
in England.

The working sites include:-

Coal Mining at Hayners Bailey in
the Forest of Dean, Clarghyll Drift
and Ayle Colliery near Alston, and
Berwick Drift near Lynemouth.

Fluorspar Working at Frazers
Grove, and Greencleugh near Alston.

Right: The elaborate
cast iron skip body
ends (both different,
one end was made
by Hudson’s of
Leeds) near the ‘S’
bend at Cothercott
Mine

Left: The metal skip or bogie body (in the
field near to the chasis ends, above)
mentioned in George Hall’s letter and
featured on the front cover of Journal No.8

Pictures: Michael Shaw
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Man-Engines
Further to the recent correspondence
regarding man-engines and
particularly George Hall’s letter in the
last issue (Below! 2002.4), I can add
some details to clarify the picture at
Snailbeach.

Henry Dennis reported his plans for
“cage winding” complete in Aug
1871 (my notes - not a guaranteed
quote); work was in progress in June
1872 with the engine house
approaching completion; and that
“…the Man Engine for conveying
the Miners down and up from the
Mine is completed, and works
admirably…” in June 1873. Regarding
Arthur Waters mentioning man-
engines, he listed the cage winding
equipment “Used at man-engine
shaft” in his Snailbeach inventory
dated 18-12-1884 (SRRC 5982/13
courtesy Ken Lock). There was a
horizontal engine, with guide rods to
the 252 yd. level and double-berth
head gear. Capt. James Coates
mentioned work being done at the
“man-engine” in a day book of the
same period. Perhaps Dennis
habitually referred to any man-
carrying machine in a shaft as a man-
engine, and the engine and shaft
became known as such by all
concerned. Waters might have done
the same, he also being Cornish. It
should also be borne in mind that
some people might not have installed
true man-engines because they had
heard about accidents, and that later
the cage-winding idea was becoming
popular. So the other point to look at
would be the known period within
which mine companies installed them,
so that the field can be narrowed.

While I agree with George Hall that
there is no absolute knowledge that a
true man-engine was never installed
at Snailbeach, it seems rather
unlikely. Shropshire collieries would
certainly be worth looking at, but
perhaps we should start with the
Inspectors’ Reports and we would all
value George’s input. By the way, I
can supply all references to my notes
above.

Andy Cuckson

Letters to the Editor

Shropshire Man-Engine.
I’ve finally got down to searching
through my run of the Inspectors of
Mine Reports from July 1880, when
Dr. Le Neve Foster took over North
Wales and Shropshire, to 1901, when
the districts were re-arranged, and he
seems to have ceased to be an
Inspector. I could find no mention of
the existence of a man-engine at a
Shropshire lead mine during that
period. However, he gave a good
deal of space in his Report for 1881 to
his ultimately successful efforts to
persuade the directors of the Great
Laxey mine, then 259 fathoms deep
below adit, with ladders the only way
to the bottom, to instal one. Could
this be the entry that gave rise to the
rumour ? From the original paragraph
in 2001.4, probably not. How did this
rumour arise ? Was it from some
shaky student thesis ? Has anyone
any ideas ? Michael Shaw tells me
that the web-site mentioned in 2001-4
does not now work. It occurs to me
that there might be something in an
edition of Le Neve Foster’s textbook,
‘Ore and Stone Mining’, first
published in 1894. I only have a 7th,
1910. Do any S.C. & M.C. members
have earlier ones, and if so, would
they care to have a look ?

George Hall

After writing to you on the 10th (see
above), it occurred to me that Le
Neve Foster might have referred to a
man-engine in Shropshire during the
time that he was the Inspector of
Mines for Cornwall and Devon. I’ve
accordingly gone through these
years, 1873 to 1880, but although
there are several references to man-
engines in that period, they are all in
the South-west or Germany, and I
couldn’t find a mention of one in
Shropshire. I’ve therefore given up
the hunt for our phantom man-
engine, unless someone can suggest
new clues.

George Hall

Apart from any possible information from
Le Neve Fosters ‘Ore and Stone Mining’,
I think we have now exhausted the
potential of this subject.

Kelvin

Standard Symbols
After having successfully completed
the standardizing of the subterranean
cave symbols, the UISIC
Topography and mapping Group is
currently working on another task: a
standardization of the
geomorphologic surface symbols
used on karst terrains.

After inquiries on the symbols
already in use and after collecting of
various symbol lists, a set of symbols
that seemed most appropriate was
put together and presented as well as
to the UIS as to the IGU.

The feedback, however, was
unsatisfactory, so we felt that a
roundtable discussing the proposed
symbols and the future directions
would be most satisfactory.

The goal is therefore to discuss the
proposed symbols, get an agreed,
comprehensive symbol list, and have
clear aims for the year to come.
Everyone interested or working in
geomorphological mapping of karst
terranes is invited to attend. The
roundtable will be hosted by the
Karst Conference at Bowling Green,
KY, USA.http://karst.wku.edu/2003/

The proposed list can be found at:
http://www.earthsci.unibe.ch/people/

praezis/symbol1.html

Praezis, Chairman, UISIC
Topography & Mapping Group

New Cornish Website
I have started to build a website
about the mining district of St Just-
in-Penwith, West Cornwall.  If you
have an interest in Cornish mining
history and or archaeology feel free
to have a look and pass comment.

The URL is www.blindpugh.co.uk ,
use the link on the right hand side of
the page. This is very much a work in
progress and will take some time to
complete.  I hope to update it
regularly, but we will see.

Pete Joseph
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This International Cave Rescue
Congress is to be held in South
Wales, from July 21 to July 27 2003,
under the joint auspices of the
BCRA and  The South Wales Cave
Rescue Organisation and organised
by the West Brecon Cave Rescue
Team.

The event will be held at the South
Wales Caving Club, Penwyllt,
Abercave, Swansea, South Wales.

The Director is Brian Jopling (‘Jopo’)
jopo@freenetname.co.uk

Secretary Gary Evans
GaryEvs@compuserve.com

The Objectives of ResCon03 are:
* To bring together cave rescue

teams and individuals interested
in all aspects of cave rescue for a
one week practical symposium.

Aims:
To promote the exchange of
techniques and equipment between
cave rescuers from many different
caving areas and to build upon the
valuable experiences of RESCON92
and The First European Cave Rescue
Congress, Germany 1999.
Delegates will be expected to partake
in underground workshops and be
encouraged to demonstrate their own
techniques and equipment. Some
techniques and equipment will be
more easily demonstrated on the
surface and full facilities will be
provided.

Costs will be kept to a minimum and
grant aid will be sought from national
bodies.

Pre and Post congress sport caving
camps will be organised in all major
UK caving areas so delegates can
combine a caving holiday with
RESCON03.

If you are interested in this event and
would like to be added to the circular
list please email Jopo your address.

ResCon 03 -
International Cave
Rescue Congress

Help, Events & For Sale
Notices

Worth a Visit - Lee Horse Fair,
(if passing) West Ardsley, Wakefield - August each year

This is England’s oldest chartered
horse and trading fair, held by rights
of King Stephen’s Charter of 1136
(Appleby Fair only dates from 1685).
It is by tradition a goods and horses
only fair (no rides or slot machines!)
which by 1600 had become mainly
attached to the woollen industries
and pack horses. From the late 1700’s
there was a growth in demand for
heavy horses and pit ponies due to
the growth of rural industries and
collieries.

Trading in colliery horses and ponies
continued until about 1950 when the
fair hit hard times. During the 1970’s
trade picked up again, but to supply
horses for recreation.

In recent years about 4,000 visitors
attend over two days with up to 300

horses being traded as well as
donkeys, goats, dogs, poultry and
cage birds. It is still very much a
rough and ready event for gypsy
travellers and horse enthusiasts.
There is still a trade in traditional
gypsy caravans, although most have
rubber tyres, are drawn by lorry and
are often carried on low loaders.

The traders use a ‘foreign’ language
and there is constant need to watch
your back as young riders try out the
horses and Boadaeean carts by
racing down the rows between the
caravan-stalls. There is no police-
control to be seen. A visit is quite an
experience, very reminiscent of what
the old style miners’ horse fairs must
have been like!

Ivor Brown

Scenes of the 2002
Horse-fair.

Pictures: Ivor Brown
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e-mail: info@iarecordings.org or visit their web site at:
www.iarecordings.org

Mining Videos

A Tour of Clive Copper
Mine, £14.95
A comprehensive guided tour of
Clive, with Edwin Thorpe acting the
‘experienced’ expert and Kelvin Lake
the ‘novice’. The tour covers both
the upper and lower levels, plus the
Northern stope (the access to which
has completely changed).
Clive Rescue Practice, £9.95
An action packed ‘head banging’
record of a Club rescue practice,
featuring the ‘infamous’ maypole
winze traverse!
Snailbeach, £14.95
The rise and fall of Snailbeach, once
renowned as the “richest per acre of
ground in Europe”, is traced in this
production through the use of
historic photographs, animated plans
and sections, and unique
underground video footage.
Glengowla, £6.95
A tour around this amazing mineral
rich lead mine in Ireland, complete
with commentary and diagrams.

[12 mins.]

Collections from the Archives
The following tapes contain almost
all the footage recorded at the given
mine, and are intended as a resource
base, not a finished production:

C.15:Dudley Tunnel ’88 to ’89,£14.10
C.18:Donisthorpe Colliery, £11.75
C.20a:Snailbeach - Final Frontier, £9.87
C.23: Bagworth Colliery, £11.75
C.28: Morse’s Level, £9.87
C.29: SCMC in Cornwall, £16.45
C.32: SCMC in Ireland, £14.10
C.37: Dudley Tunnel - Wrens Nest

East Mine, a rare trip into the
workings during stabilisation
works.£9.87

C.41: Hem Heath Winders, £9.87
C.42 The SCMC at Onslow Park - a

record of the 1998 Club and Trust
display. £ 9.87

C.44 Nenthead Lead Mines - surface,
plus Smallcleugh, Rampgill Horse,
Capleclough Levels & Carrs
Level, £9.87

C.45 Twelve Mines of Ireland - made
for the first AGM of the MHSI it
contains excerts of C.32 with
added commentary. £11.75

C.46 Astley Green Colliery - shot
during the 1999 engine rally at the
Museum site (including views of
the huge winding engine) £9.87

C.48 Draglines - features the moving
of “Oddball” at St.Aidans
Opencast site, plus bigger
draglines at work in the North
East of England. £14.10

C.49 Annesley-Bentinck Colliery -
tour of surface, washery & rail
loading bunker. £9.87

For more details about videos contact:
I.A.Recordings, PO Box 476, Telford, TF8 7RH

Books, Videos and Events

all available from the Club at a discount

New Publications
Andy Cuckson has written two most
interesting papers on the Snailbeach
Mine steam locos ‘Fernhill’ and
‘Belmont’:
1. ‘Fernhill - The Snailbeach Barclay’

in Industrial Railway Record No.
164, pages 463-6, March 2001.

2. ‘Belmont - The Snailbeach Hughes
Locomotive and the Ifton Colliery
Railway’ in Industrial Railway
Record No. 171, pages 232-239,
December 2002.

IJB
6th IMHC

The 6th International Mining History
Conference is to be held in a former
coal mining town in Japan - Akabira
City, Hokkaido Prefecture, from 26th
to 29th September 2003, inclusive.

There will be an optional four day
tour starting on the 30th. More
details on the conference are
available on their web site:

www.imhc2003.com

‘Ozzie’ Mining History
Conference, July 2003

The annual conference of the
Australian Mining History
Association will be held in the City of
Broken Hill, New South Wales, on 2-6
July 2003. Broken Hill is Australia’s
longest-lived and best-known mining
city and has had a significant
influence on the Australian economy.
For further information or assistance
with arrangements please contact

Greg Drew, GPO 1671, Adelaide,
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5001
Email drew.greg@saugov.sa.gov.au

Durham Collieries - A Listing
By Jennifer Gill, County Archivist,
published in 2001 by Durham
County Record Office, price £6.00
plus £1.50 postage.ISBN 0 9500492 55

The book is in A4 landscape format
and has 113 pages.  It contains basic
information about collieries in
County Durham from c1850 to c1990,
using information obtained from a
clearly-defined range of sources.

The listing provides:

- a list of colliery names, their
location and ownership.

- alternative names that were used
for particular collieries and shafts.

- names of individuals and
companies who owned the
collieries at different times.

- evidence of dates of operation.
- an index of owners, listing the

collieries owned.
- an index of townships, showing

the named collieries in each
township.

- a list of map sheet references,
showing the named collieries
and the number of unnamed
shafts within each map area.

If you are interested in mining
history it is worth obtaining a copy
of this book while you can, as this
sort of data is very useful to have
readily available.

Alan Vickers.
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Diary Dates 2003Club Officers

24th-30th May: Bradford Pothole
Club Gaping Gill winch meet.

25th May: Columns Open Day, Ogof
Ffynnon Ddu.

7th-8th June:  NAMHO Conference,
Avondale House, Rathdrum, Co.
Wicklow, Eire.

2nd-6th July: Australian Mining
History Association conference,
Broken Hill, New South Wales( p.27)

2nd-5th July: 11th International
Karstological School, Postojna,
Slovenia.

21st-27th July: Rescon 03, Penwyllt,
Abercave, South Wales (see p.26).

19th July-30th August: SpeleoArt
Exhibition, Dudley Art Gallery and
Museum.

24th August: Columns Open Day,
Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.

26th-29th September: 6th
International Mining History
Conference, Akabira City, Hokkaido
Prefecture,  Japan. (see p.27).

31st October-2nd November: Hidden
Earth 2003 (National caving
conference), Aireville School,
Skipton, Yorkshire.

The Joys of the Winter Bat Count ....

Now, watch where you

step and where you

place your hands

 - be very quiet, don’t shineyour light straight on them

Yup, every year there

are always 3 Lesser

Horseshoe bats

hanging just there, SO

predictable !!!

 What
THE ??? I’ve just

seen a
Greater

Horseshoe!

YipEEE !!

 - Oh!

Shush!

yes, Yes YES!!!

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

NAMHO Rep: Steve Holding

First Aid Officer:
Alan Moseley

Librarian: Alan Robinson

Conservation Office: Vacant

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Rescue Officer:
Neal Rushton

‘Below’ Editor: Kelvin Lake

e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk

President: Alan Taylor

Chair: Steve Holding

Vice Chair: Eileen Bowen

Secretary: Mike Davies
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Bob Taylor

Assistant Sec: Sue Blattner

Training Officer: Ian Davies


