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Quarterly Journal of the Shropshire Caving & Mining Club Autumn Issue No: 98.3

E L O W !B

New Members
Welcome to Michael Davies who has
become a full member of the Club.

Additions to the Library
A number of publications have been
added to the club library since the last
issue of ‘Below’ these include:

Caves & Caving (BCRA) Issue 81,
Autumn ’98 - interesting round-up
on regional caving news -
including mention of 5 new SSSI
sites in the Forest of Dean:
• Wigpool Iron Mine
• Westbury Brook Iron Mine
• Buckshaft Iron Mine & Bradley
Hill Railway Tunnel
• Devils Chapel Scowles
• Clearwell Caves

North Wales C.C.Newsletter:
No. 249, July 1998; No. 250 August
1998

Annual Dinner
A reminder that the Annual Dinner is on
Saturday 10th October 1998 at Tern Hill
Hall Hotel, accommodation available at
venue, Bed & Breakfast or camping
locally. Meal cost per head: £15.50.

First Aid
Alan Moseley is organising “spine
board” and “stiff neck” training.

Library Fees shock!
Like many mining-history researchers I
hold a readers ticket for the British
Library.  Fair enough, it is very much a
library of last resort for me given the
distance to London - for recent
publications the National Library of
Wales is also a copyright library and is
far more accessible - but the collection
of books and manuscripts held by the
British Library are an invaluable
research resource.  I am therefore
shocked to told, by ‘unofficial
channels’, that a fee of £300 is being
considered for access to the library’s
collections.  Such a fee would put the
library out of reach for most researchers
without academic connections and is
to be resisted at all costs.

Can I recommend that members view
the two web sites below:

www.geocities.com/Athens/Aegean/
8435/Library.html

www.r-alston.dircon.co.uk/
BL_Crisis.htm

and respond by contacting:

Dr. Brian Lang, Director, British Library,
96 Euston Road, London NW1 2DB
Fax: 0171-412-7251

and

Chris Smith, MP, Heritage Secretary,
House of Commons,
Westminster, London SW1A 2PW
e-mail: chris.smith@culture.gov.uk

with messages of protest at the
imposition of access fees.

Peter Claughton

Recent Trips
Since the last issue of Below, trips have
been made to:

Brown Clee, Bulby Potash Mine,
Cleveland Iron Mines, Oswestry Coal
Field, Tower Mine, Nenthead, Ireland,
Ritton Castle (see page 3 for digging
up-date), Clive Copper Mine, Forest of
Dean, Cornwall, Falber coal mine (Faro
Islands).

With the exception of Ben’s reports
from Ritton Castle, no other trip reports
have been submitted for publication. If
you go on a trip, why not share it with
other Club members? I can cope with
scribbled notes and sketches, so jot it
down and send it in.

Kelvin

Notes in Brief
1. Bayston Hill flood relief scheme has

cut through old mine workings and
some old Roman remains.

2. Work is in progress at Wood Mine
and Roman Gravels.

3. The Club has been asked to respond
to a planning application for
converting the “Miners Dry” at
Snailbeach into an interpretive
centre and to build a new head gear
at “George’s Shaft”.

4. Any work Club members do at
Snailbeach will generate funding
from the Lottery - contact Nick
Southwick for details of tasks to be
done. Top of the list at the moment
are detailed scale drawings of the
Hopper truck and the Spiral
Classifying arm.

5. Bat counting starts soon .. see Mike
Worsfold for dates.

Heritage Weekend
The Snailbeach Open day - part of the
National Heritage Day scheme, was a
great success for the second year
running. Over 1,000 people visited the
site, with over 600 people being taken
underground!
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News Round-Up 1
by Ivor Brown

Clee Hill Quarry
A recent article in Quarry Management
Journal (June 1989) gives an interesting
history of the modern Clee Hill Quarry,
the associated coal workings, their
geology and description of the quarry
plant. The Quarry recently featured in
the National Minerals Week series of
Open Days.

Laporte Wagons
A correspondent in NMRS Newsletter,
May 1998 is seeking information about
Laporte’s fleet of open goods rail
wagons, painted dark grey and with “B
Laporte Ltd”, on them. They were used
to transport barytes from Shropshire
mines to Luton in the 1930’s. Can anyone
help?

Caphouse Tour
The underground tour at Caphouse
Colliery national Coal Mining Museum,
has been re-opened (June 1998). The
British Coal Collection, transferred from
Lound hall via the saga at Chatterley
Whitfield, has now been registered and
recorded.

There are over 4,000 items but none
from Shropshire (IGMT rightly laid first
claim on everything in their patch). The
smaller items are in a proper store, the
larger will mostly be in the new
compound shortly.

Loco Name
The Ironbridge Gorge Museum now
has a 1890’s photo showing that their
railway loco known as ‘Peter’ was called
‘Kinlet’ when delivered new to the
Highley Mining Co. Ltd. Consideration
is being is being given to changing the
name back to the original.

Tar Tunnel
A letter has been received from Mr.
R.Amott of Weymouth with his sketch-
survey of the Tar Tunnel in Oct. 1966
(18 months after the SCMC did theirs).
He says that some time later the shop
owner allowed visitors to look inside
only after they had brought at least 1s
6d worth of sweets (How many bars of
chocolate was this in 1967?).

Headframe
Preparations are underway for the
erection of a headframe on Georges
Shaft, Snailbeach, similar to the one
that previously existed there.

Soudley Quarry
Approval has been given for the limited
re-opening of Soudley Quarry in South
Shropshire in order to obtain
Carodocian Sandstone for the repair of
Linley Hall.

Conference Paper
IJB is giving a Paper on Industrial
Archaeology Aspects of Land
Reclamation (60% on Telford and South
Shropshire sites) at the 4th International
Conference on Land Reclamation, 9th
Sept. 1998 at Nottingham. Copies should
be available shortly after that date.

Morda Booklet
Member G.Hillier produced an excellent
booklet for his very interesting tour of
the little-known Shropshire coalfield at
Morda, Oswestry. Amongst others, the
Trefonen Old Colliery site with its Shaft
Preservation Project was visited. This
seems now to be the only exposed shaft
in the area, another nearby is covered
(?) by a granite millstone and there is a
fair chance that something survives
below present rubbish level.

Wynne Prize
Going through old papers IJB was
reminded that he was connected with
the Inspector Wynne mentioned in the
last issue of ‘Below’. He won the
F.H.Wynne prize of the North
Staffordshire Institute of Mining
Engineers in 1963 ... for - you’ve guessed
it, a paper on the Coalbrookdale
Coalfield.

Safety Lamps
Protector Lamp and Lighting Co. (last
remaining safety lamp manufacturer in
the UK) are celebrating their 125th
Anniversary with a big lamp sale.
Standard £89, Garforth £99, Davy (no
glass) £72.50, Half-size £27.50 (or 35%
off if you know someone in modern
mining). Tel: 0161-789-3013.

Dragline Help Wanted
The Friends of St. Aidan’s Dragline are
looking for anyone who worked with
the BE1150 machine when it was
operating on the Tirpentwys site near
Pontypool, South Wales or the Poplars
site in Cannock to help record its working
history.

Does anyone know a driver of the
Dragline when it was at Cannock 1960s
to 1970s?

If you have any information please
contact Ivor Brown, Tel: 01924-257137

Wirksworth
John Palmer of Dorset has recently
announced his Web Site based on his
research in the Parish Registers of
Wirksworth, which includes
Wirksworth town, Middleton,
Cromford, Alderwasley other nearby
towns and villages.

He claims that the records contain over
30,000 people. Wirksworth being the
mining town it was, there are records of
mining accidents, the arrival of Cornish
miners in Wirksworth, and much more
information about the town.

If you are interested the site address is:

www.lds.co.uk/wirksworth

BCRA Incident Report
1997

Descent No. 142 (June/July 1998)
contains the BCRA Incident Report for
1 January 1997 to 31 December 1997.

The two animal incidents last year (the
Horse at Wood Level and the Dog
rescue) are the only two reports for the
Midland CRO.

We were not the ‘quietest’, Cumbria
Ore Mines RU, the Irish CRO and South
East CRO didn’t report any incidents.

The busiest is the Cave Rescue
Organisation with 22 underground and
25 surface incidents. They also reported
the only underground fatality and one
of the 2 surface fatalities that occurred
last year.



“Below” 98.3 3

It has long been rumoured that the old
looking stone arched level at Ritton
Castle mine was the pre boat level (1797)
drainage for Bog mine. I have been to
‘Records and Research’ at Shrewsbury
library and have seen the abandonment
plans for Bog mine. A section shows
what is called ‘Bog shallow adit level’
heading West from Bog. There is
however no clue as to where it surfaced
if it ever did. In January 1998 permission
was obtained from the landowner to dig
open and explore the above level.

 The level consisted of about 5ft high
stone arching, it was completely blocked
by a collapse about 40ft in. This collapse
corresponded to a depression on the
surface some 15ft above, this was
assumed to be an old air shaft. The
blockage issued a lot of water which
flowed into the stream immediately
adjacent to the level. It was decided that
the best plan was to dig in this
depression and thus descend into the
level on the far side of the collapse.

The Beginning...
On a cold Saturday morning in February
Steve Holding, James Goddard and I
started work, a large quantity of tools,
wood and corrugated steel having been
transported down the track in my car.
As the hole deepened Mike Worsfold,
Eileen Bowen and Ian Davis arrived to
join in. Around 3.00pm Steve and I
pushed a long piece of angle iron into
the blockage at the end of the level,
water started coming out and after five
minutes the stream in the valley was
about 1 ft higher than normal and dark
brown in colour. It was now obvious

that the level had been flooded to the
roof and that the escaping water was
rapidly washing away the material that
was blocking the level, leading to even
more water being released. By Sunday
evening the situation was as shown on
Figure 1.

Torrential rain over the next week caused
the bottom of the hole to collapse into
the level, lots of water was visible
coming through the gap between the
soil and bed rock. The hole was now a
large chasm about 12ft deep with most
of the shoring buried at the bottom,
luckily (as there were sheep in the field)
we had covered the top of the hole with
lots of corrugated steel which was all
still in place.

Stabilising the Shaft
Next Saturday Stuart Tomlins arrived
with three oil drums welded together,
these were lowered into the hole which
was then filled in around them. The
sides of the level between the bed rock
and the stone arching ( i.e. under the oil
drums) were shored up with corrugated
steel. We back filled behind the steel
then kept the steel sheets apart (and the
level open) with wooden props, these
wooden props were later replaced by  a
Dexion cage.

By mid afternoon on Sunday the
entrance was stabilised sufficiently for
the level beyond the blockage to be
explored. Mike Worsfold and I
progressed up the level in chest deep
water with a candle as a check on oxygen
levels.

The level was explored for around 150
yards past a short cross cut to a flooded
winze which was not crossed. Next
Thursday a large team progressed up
the level and was able to cross the winze
(plumbed at 20ft) and put a traverse line
in, I had expected to keep going to the
bottom of Ramsden shaft but in the end
the level was blocked about 10 yards
beyond the winze.

Second blockage
Work on digging this blockage was
soon started, essentially we were faced
with a fault filled with wet, loose material.

On the next trip Eileen and I (against the
advice of everyone else present) ended
up  putting in some temporary shoring
in the fault, this included a sheet of
heavy gauge corrugated steel. A week
or so later (after lots of heavy rain) when
we returned there had been a collapse
and, the shoring was completely buried.

From then on everything that we dug
out was replaced by material from
above, it was clear that a more scientific
approach was needed. While we
considered what to do we set about
making the first (air shaft) dig safer and
lowering the water level, to about knee
deep just beyond the air shaft, getting
gradually shallower in-bye.

Eventually we set about ‘forepoleing’
the in-bye blockage, this was
progressing very well when we came
upon the buried sheet of steel. It was
totally blocking the way and resisted all
attempts to move it, we attempted to
drive it upwards, undermine it and lever
it free. Ian and I managed to drill a hole
in the steel sheet and attached a maillon
we then tried to haul it out using a nylon
rope and a 2:1 advantage, that was
never going to work.

On the next trip we tried using a high lift
jack from Steve’s Landrover with the
nylon rope, this stretched the rope a lot
but the steel sheet remained stuck. A
tirfer seemed to be the answer and one
was borrowed from Stuart Tomlins, it
was a massive thing with a half inch
diameter wire rope attached. The first

Ritton Castle Exploration
by Ben Shaw

Fig 1

Water

Stone arching

 

stream

Air shaft dig

Ritton Castle 1998Ritton Castle Mine, 1998
Sketch section by Ben Shaw
and Mike Worsfold

continued on page 4...
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attempt with the tirfer ended up
breaking the maillon that was attached
to the sheet steel, another one was then
fitted.

We thought that the forepoles maybe
trapping the sheet steel so we collapsed
the whole structure burying the sheet
steel. It still refused to move so we tried
to pull hard enough to break the maillon
again, so we could free the tirfer.
Surprisingly the maillon would not break
so the tirfer had to be left underground!

A change of angle of pull and putting
the forepole structure back in place

eventually got the sheet steel moving.
It fought every inch of the way and took
the whole forepole structure with it,
leaving us back at square one.  The
stuck piece of sheet steel probably held
us up for three months or so in all,
including a month with no trips. The
forepoleing is now progressing well,
we are currently (I estimate) about one
fifth of the way through the blockage.

We have put in several weekends and
many evenings (usually one a week)
work into this project so far, the main
diggers have been Mike Worsfold,
Eileen Bowen, Ian Davis, Steve Holding,

James Goddard and Ben Shaw.

The air in the level is not always good
(we always carry the oxygen meter and
a candle) and the flooded winze could
be very dangerous. Although we have
agreed access with the landowner,
people should be aware that it is private
land and that there are sheep in the field
so no unofficial trips please.

If you fancy joining in the fun then get
in touch with one of us, we always get
out in time for the pub.

Ben Shaw

Ritton Castle Exploration
continued ....

Shrewsbury Steam Fair, 30th - 31st August

on the back of a low-loader (donated for the
weekend by Stuart Tomlins).

Different loads were placed onto the mine trucks
during the day by Stuart with his vintage crane,
drawing large crowds of spectators.

The annual steam rally (formerly Bishops Castle Steam rally) was
held at Onslow Park near Shrewsbury over the August Bank
Holiday weekend.

The Shropshire Mines Trust, SCMC, plus I.A.Recordings and
Shropshire Books set up displays inside the marque (kindly lent
by Phil Amies, Sygun Copper Mine). While the SMT rigged up
a working display of some of their engines along with Stuart
Tomlins’ collection of Cranes (well two anyway!).

The small engine from Craig Goch was used for hauling a line of
trucks into, and out of, a mocked-up mine, while the large Tinsley
engine from Hem Heath Colliery was turned by compressed air

A very successful weekend, which served to
raise the profile of both the Shropshire Mines
Trust  and the SCMC.

Thanks to all Club Members who took part and
special thanks to Stuart Tomlins for providing
3 low-loaders and without whom the displays
would have been impossible.

Pictures from Peter Eggleston's video
courtesy I.A.Recordings.
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15

Mining

Characters

I m m e d i a t e l y
after
Nationalisation
of the coal mining

industry in 1947 the
new National Coal

Board began
producing a monthly
house magazine, called, not
surprisingly ‘COAL’. It sold
for four old pence per issue,
one penny of which went to

local miners’ welfare funds. A well
known artist, H.A. Freeth, was
commissioned to provide numerous
sketches of mining interest in each  issue
and in particular a portrait in words and
drawings of representative miners from
the various coalfields.( A leaflet about
Freeth was included with last issue
of’Below’). Shropshire is well
represented in this series as four out of
the fiftysix ‘Profiles’ published were
miners from its coalfields and yet these
coalfields employed less than 1% of the
nation’s mineworkers.

Samuel Cookson of Kemberton Pit,
Madeley Wood Colliery was No. 18 in
the series. He was over 70 years of age
and still working as a deputy when it
was published in 1948. Other
Shropshire miners in the series were
Nos. 8, 31 and 47 and all these came from
Highley Colliery. (see next issue)

Samuel Cookson was born in Park Lane,
Madeley, in 1878. The 1881 census
shows that his father John Cookson
was an ironstone miner aged 35. There
was also another John who was aged
67 probably Sam’s grandfather. On the
1847 Tithe Map of Madeley two houses
in Park Lane were occupied by John
Cookson, one of these was probably
the grandfather of Samuel.

Samuel had 7 brothers and 6 sisters so
there was little money available for their
schooling. Samuel said that “it cost 2d
a child for a week” and that his mother
believed “that learning to bake bread
was more important than doing sums”.
When she could afford it, however, she
did send him to the Church School and
then later a private school which also
cost 2d a week. Here  he was taught with
eleven others by an “old maid” in a

small room. At ten years of age he left
school and went to work on a farm
“learning milking and feeding the pigs,
6am to 6pm for 6d a day”.

In 1892 when just “2 days over 14” he
started work at Halesfield Pit. There
was an old shack there, where he
changed, and to which the pit bottom
mineworkers came up for their snap’.
(In 1948 Samuel told Freeth that the
shack was still there, “with its bottle
holes”, and that, now he was the deputy
responsible for inspecting the
underground roadway from Halesfield
Pit to Kemberton Pit, he, once again,
changed in the shack and did not use
the new pithead baths at Kemberton).

 Samuel said that when he started there
were between 30 and 40 men and boys
at Halesfield and about 30 women
picking ironstone on the surface, the pit
being worked for both coal and
ironstone at that time (see SCMC
Annual Journal 1997, p22). He went
“straight underground and worked on
a wheel-pump for  6 months for 10d per
day”, and from that “to driving (ponies)
at 1ld per day”. This was quite good
money for a “boy” for with it “you could
buy a pound of cheese, half a pound of
margarine and a loaf of bread”.

In 1896 Sam had a dispute with the pit
manager, he was now 18 and wanted “
a man’s money”. (This seems to have
happened to most miners, even to the
present writer in the 1950s).

The manager would not listen so Sam
said he was leaving to go “somewhere
where I can get  another shilling a day”.
He transferred to Madeley Meadow Pit,
from there to the Tom Rose Pit (at
Halesfield there were two pairs of shafts,
Old Hales and New Hales, Tom Rose,-
or was it Rowes? - the Chartermaster’s
pits were the adjoining pair of shafts to
those that Sam had originally worked
in) and then he transferred to Kemberton
Pit. This was later connected to the
Hales or Halesfield pits. In all he had
been ‘travelling’ for less than two years
but by now he was on a man’s rate at 4s
5d a day “if you cut your stint, a stint in
the Top Coal was 2yd 8in long and 2yd
15in. under”. In that quote he also said
that the seam was 9ft thick, which seems
too thick for that seam alone so perhaps
they took an adjoining seam as well.
Certainly it would have to be ‘holed
under’ by hand with a pick as coal
cutters were not introduced until later.

The owner ofKemberton Pit introduced
Hearst Coal Cutters in 1910 and Sam
was one of the first to use them. From
November 1910 he kept a notebook of
important events, including
happenings to the coal cutters and much
else. A few extracts follow;

4 Dec. 1910 - accident at pit - no cutting
until 13th (This stoppage was due
to the winding rope breakage which
killed 7 men).

1911 - in eleven months 7,000 yd cut,
average weekly wage £1.80.

Oct. 1911 Shotfiring. (Sam was
appointed ‘shotfirer’ at age 33).

29 Jan. 1912 Winding engine breaks
(all the men had to be wound up
about 1,000ft, three at a time by
handwinch).

3 March 1912 Strike for minimum wage.
17 April 1912 Shotfirers’ wages up to

£1-14-6 (per week)
4 July 1912 State insurance began.
Dec. 1912 1s 8d for drill in rescue team.

April 1913 Birmingham University for
First Aid Test - saw a golden
sovereign.

27 Oct. 1913 Fred Ward died in rescue
apparatus.

Samuel Cookson 1878 - 1955, Madeley Miner
by Ivor Brown

Some members of Kemberton Pit
rescue Team, 1913. Photo taken at
the pithead. Sam Cookson in centre.
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Sam showed the present writer his little
book in the early 1950’s, but it is now
understood to be lost.

Sam had married in 1899, aged 21, when
earning 3s 9d per day. His wife was a
young painter of china (at Coalport
China Works). She had started at age 14
and had since produced some quality
material including some of Coalport’s
Indian Tree pattern for Thomas Pace,
later Mayor of Shrewsbury.

In 1906 Sam was getting 5 shillings per
day and “kept a wife and two children
on it” although “many’s a time” he had
“sat down to dinner of two or three
taters with nothing on them”. His wife
died in 1925 but he later remarried at age
59.

After some years as shotfirer, Sam
became a deputy, he was very keen on
safety and never “lost” a man in his
charge, the worst accident he had was
one with a dislocated shoulder.

In 1929 he won a £5 prize for being in
charge of the District with fewest
accidents. He retired soon after the
article was published after about 40
years as a mine official and died on April
4th 1955.

Neither of Sam’s sons went into the
pits, Tom , his younger son is the present
writer’s ‘godfather’ and was his father’s
best friend. Tom left school at 13 and
worked at Madeley Court Works on
iron castings for over 52 years until
retirement in 1969. He still lives in
Madeley, aged 95 with his wife Florrie,

Samuel Cookson 1878 - 1955, Madeley Miner
continued ...

Samuel Cookson, Kemberton Pit

aged 93. They have been married since
April 1929 (69 years). Before marriage
Florrie was ‘in service’ with the widow
of Rose, the Chartermaster mentioned
previously.

Tom’s memories of the pits of Madeley
are extraordinary and his knowledge of
the local miners very detailed. He has
been a wonderful source of inspiration
to the writer throughout his life. Tom,
like his father Sam, grandfather and
probably greatgrandfather has been

able to ‘stay put’ for the whole of his
life, a situation becoming so much rarer
today. Life has surely lost a lot of its
meaning and purpose because of it.

References
1. Madeley Tithe and Census

documents..
2. ‘Coal’ October 1948.
3. Madeley Rest Room Review Dec.

1994.

Old pits may be power
source
Long closed Welsh pits may soon be
harnessed as a new energy source.  UK
Gas in association with Scottish Power
want to exploit the methane that builds
up in disused shafts at Deep Duffryn
pit, Mountain Ash and Cwmparc,
Rhondda.

Saturday, 25 July 1998 p 11

Quarrymens craft given
a new dimension
Llanberis showpiece museum made
more impressive by 3D presentation.
The film To Steal A Mountain will be
shown every 20 minutes to visitors to
the Welsh Slate Museum at Llanberis
with versions in Welsh, English, French
and German.

Thursday, 30 July 1998 p 12

The Western Mail Extracts: Photos expose harsh truth
of life underground.
Two remarkable pictures taken by
Stephen Timothy of Pentre, Rhondda,
at the turn of century are among 40
images of Welsh industry featured in
an exhibition by the National Library of
Wales at the Eisteddfod.  Another
Welsh photographer, D C Harries is
represent by images of Pantyffynnon
Colliery. The photo-journalist Geoff
Charles also donated his collection of
120,000 negatives to the library.

Monday, 3 August 1998 p 8
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Company. The layout in 1847 is similar
to that shown on the 1880s OS Map
(Map 2).

There is mention of a very early engine
at “Smiths Gin Pit situate and being in
the Lloyds” in 1726, it was certainly one
of the earliest steam engines in
Shropshire.

It is possible that this was the same
Smith as referred to in ‘Smiths shop’ of
the 1840 lease mentioned above or did
this have a different meaning? It is
known that there was a pumping engine
here about 1820 because a boy named
Brown (relative of the writer)
accidentally caused an explosion in the
offices nearby which blew the windows

This is a continuation of the article in
the last ussie of ‘Below’ (No. 98.2) which
unfortunately was headed ‘eastern’
rather than ‘western part’. The shaft
numbering in this article are the same as
in previous articles. It should be noted
that the seams continue to dip in the
downstream direction of the River
Severn.

10. Water Engine or Lloyds Pumping
Engine Pit. This is described as “Engine
and Smiths shops” on the 1840 lease
(see Figure 1) and is obviously a very
old (18th C.) operation. On the 1847
Tithe Map it is described as Plot 1337
“Lloyds Engine House, Buildings, Pool,
Pitmount” owned by Joseph Reynolds
and occupied by the Madeley Wood

The Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 5
The Lloyds area (eastern part) by Ivor Brown
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Numbered Pits
1. Stilehouse
2. Baughs
3. Middle
4. Dales
5. Clay
6. Lloyds
7. New Coppice
8. Union
9. Wharf
10. Water Engine
11. Old Coppice
12. Water Engine Air Pit
13. Walletts
14. New Hill (or Dingle?)
15. Blists Hill

Madeley or North Bank, Ironbridge Gorge
Sketch by I.J.Brown, Jan. 1998

Little Flint
Coal

View from
here

“as far as the pumping engine”.

Photos survive of a pumping engine
about 1900 (Mines of Shropshire p.61)
and in the 1960s the pumping spear
protruded from the shaft by about 11ft.
The pump’s “forks broke” about 1911
and work ceased at the shaft the
following year although water readings
were still being taken in 1919. A mine
plan for Blists Hill Mine shows a deep
level from that mine heading in the
direction of The Lloyds so presumably
when working the pump was also
draining that mine at depth, but shallow
water was being removed by the Tar
Tunnel (see Part 6).

Map 1
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There is a description of the engine at
The Lloyds in the American magazine
called “Power” dated 23 July 1912. (Here
the engine is referred to by its alternative
name ‘Wharf Pit’, a name which
continues in the field name nearby,
‘Wharf Pit Meadow’). The American
description, and a result of an
excavation carried out in the 1970s, are
discussed in two papers by the present
writer “Excavations of the Lloyds
Engine Shaft”, SMC Journal 1976 and
“The Lloyds - some aspects of a 19th C.
mining community” in Industrial
Archaeological Review Vol. XIV No.1
Autumn 1991.

Until about 1993 it was still possible to
enter some cavities in the shaft top area
probably relating to various engine
works, and to study the gin circle and
boiler site remains, but the site has
recently been ‘stabilised’. The shaft
top and some structures can now be
clearly seen but the remains of the pump
rod lie some distance away hidden in
vegetation! The site is well worth a
visit.

The magazine ‘Power’ referred to
previously said that the engine was
used only for pumping, it had three
boilers, two haystack and one egg-
ended, and an open top cylinder 26”
diameter with 8ft. stroke. The beam was
of cast iron, 20ft. long and at the ‘water
end’ there were two working barrels,
each 9.75inch bore, working from a depth
of 300ft., each barrel lifting 150ft. The
equipment was said to be 115 years old
ie: dating from 1797.

 There are some doubts about the depth
of the shaft since there is a surviving
geological section of a section entitled
‘Water Engine Air Pit’ (No.12 on Map
1). The British Geological Survey have
always marked this airshaft, some 70ft.
higher, vertically up the hill behind the
Pumping Shaft and yet the various
reported depths to individual seams are
usually given to within a foot difference
in both shafts. This could only be so if
there was a fault of about 70ft between
them, which is unlikely.

A Madeley Wood Company survey of
1909 gives the following information:

‘Lloyds Water Pit’ surface level 180ft.
depth to Pennystone, 213ft. to Clods,
291ft. (This fits well with a note in the
Lilleshall Company notebook, 18th
March 1836 ‘Old Engine Pit in the
Lloyds, Bottom (Big Flint) Coal 126ft.’).
Assuming the pump went down to the
rich Crawstone Ironstone Seam, the
shaft would have been about 337ft.
deep. As already stated it is puzzling
that the shaft section at the Airshaft
should give depths to the seams to
within a foot.

11. Old Coppice Pit is shown as a single
shaft on the 1840 lease. It was probably
not producing at that time and may be
the same shaft as No. 12 below.

12. Water Engine Air Pit. As stated
above there exists a fullgeological shaft
section for a pit of this name. It seems
quite probable that a new airshaft would
have been needed as the Water Engine
Pit increased in importance - and there
is evidence that the engine was
enlarged, at least once during the shaft’s
life. William Reynolds was keen on
geological sections so perhaps this shaft
was put down during his time (the 1780s/
90s). The actual shaft position is only
shown on Geological Maps and the
most recent map gives a depth
equivalent to 292ft. deep to the Clod
Coal (rather odd as is explained above).
On their map BGS show the top as c79m
aod, New Mine Coal c14m aod, Clod
Coal c10m aod, but have recently
admitted that the latter is a misprint and
should read “minus c10m aod”. This pit
was still on the Company List for 1917
but its use at that time is not known.

13. Walletts Pit. Shown on the 1840
lease plan where it appears to have a
building and a gin (see Figure 1). Wallet
is a local family name and 3 plots were
under this name at the time of the 1847
Tithe Map survey. A ‘Wallet’ was
probably chartermaster of this pit in the
17th/early 18th century, but there is
little evidence on the surface that much
work was done.

14. New Hill (or Dingle?). This pit is
just within the Blists Hill Museum site,
near the old lower entrance and almost
on the opposite side of the Coalport

The Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 5
continued ....

Figure 1:

Road to the Madeley Wood Company’s
new offices (They moved here from the
Lloyds c1850). The pit is the eastern-
most of the pits in The Lloyds and
adjoins an area known as Lees Dingle
although the actual ‘dingle’ or valley is
further up Coalport Road. This may
therefore have been the Dingle Pit
recorded elsewhere, but it has also been
called Newell’s Pit, possibly from the
name of a chartermaster. This was
certainly the pit which started the great
migration northeastwards - New Hill,
Blists Hill, Shawfield, Hills Lane,
Halesfield, and Kemberton Pits. It was
probably sunk in the mid to late 18th C.
and is shown on the 1830s draft OS Map
as two shafts. The 1847 Tithe Map
appears to show two with buildings
and a steam winding engine with outside
drum, between them (see Figure 1). It is
described on the schedule as Plot 1302
‘Pit Mounts, Shaft, Buildings’ owned
by Francis Darby and occupied by
Madeley Wood Company. Its
ownership by the Darby’s is a good
indication of its antiquity. The shafts
are however in a slightly different
position to that shown on later OS
Maps which continue to follow the
siting on their earliest sheet (see Part 6).
The shafts shown on the Tithe Map
could be a later pit sunk in the 1940s as
referred to by John Randall and others.

Union

Wharf

Union & Wharf

Wallets

Water Engine Pit

Shaft

Shaft

Newhill Pits

Lloyds area pits (eastern),
as shown in the 1840’s
Sketch: I.J.Brown Scale 1:2500
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The workings had probably closed by
1860 although an old miner Fred
Richards remembered the site early this
century as being “a pair of open shafts
6yd from the railway track, 50 yd from
the tramway arch beneath the Coalport
Branch Railway”. There has since been
much disturbance of cinder and slag in
this area but some building remains
were still visible in the 1960s (shown on
Telford Development Corporation aerial
surveys). It is likely that one of the side
passages in the Tar Tunnel connected
with this mine (see Part 6 for details on
this area). An older New Hill Pit nearer
Coalport is also mentioned in Part 6.

15. Blists Hill Pits - will be covered in
Part 6.

16. Cape Pit (?), could have been the pit
with the single shaft in an isolated
position on the bank jutting into the
river valley (Cape is French for point or
headland?). Nothing is known of this

mine other than it had a steam engine in
the 1790s.

The locations of some recorded pits in
the Lloyds area are not known for
certain. As mentioned previously, Cape
may have been on the headland, New
Dingle may be New Hill (or even Blists
Hill), Pennystone could be Baughs but
others have left no clues. For example
where was the Cumberland Pit which
had an engine in the 1790s? Paddock
Hill and Bedlam were probably near
Madeley Wood Settlement, but may be
known by other names, both were at
work in the mid 1700s.

There are many interesting structures
within Lloyds Coppice, which is now
open space with public rights of way.
The earliest known date for the use of
this name is 1702 when it was mainly
woodland partly used for coppicing.
Today it contains remains of cottages,

Map 2:

1895, OS Map showing the Lloyds
area and the locations of mines:

5 Clay Pit
6 Lloyds
7 New Coppice
8 Union
9 Wharf
10 Water Engine
11 Old Coppice
12 Water Engine Air Pit
13 Walletts

reservoirs, quarry faces, tramway routes
and the ruins of Madeley Wood Hall
and its outbuildings. This Hall,
demolished in the 1920s was, in 1857,
home to John Anstice, ‘manager’ and
owner of the Madeley Wood Company,
its mines and furnaces etc.. (see ‘Below’
96.2). He employed 6 house servants,

The Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 5
continued ....
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15 estate workers on his 100 acre farm
and 800 persons in the mines, brickyards
and furnaces. (George Ward was mine
agent, Richard Williams, furnace
manager and William Bailiss had
recently taken over from George
Griffiths, who had been company
engineer for 46 years - see tombstone in
Madeley Church).

Four of the 30 or so households living
in the Coppice area were Browns, those
family members in employment in 1851
were as follows:

1. Joseph (age 43), carpenter (locally
this also included metalwork), his
older sons ages 15 and 13 were
described as “engine tenders”.

2. Benjamen (44), coalminer, his oldest
son 17 was a coalminer and two
aged 13 and 11 were “labourers at
Brick Hills”. His daughter (19)
worked on the “ironstone
pitmount”.

3. Jane (50) was a teacher living with her
niece, Mary Brown age 16, an
assistant teacher.

4. John (48) (who blew up the offices,
mentioned earlier ) is described as a
“wood turner without hands”!
Despite this he had at least 6 children
and later became an innkeeper.

There were several other groupings of
local families in similar employment.

Shaft now

15’ deep

culvert

ca
vit

y

lim
itsPumping

shaft

Engine House

pipe in cavity under

counterweight
wall

Guide
Large
Gin

Tramway winding chain
supportsScale 1:160

Brick
structure

Lloyds Engine Pit - Plan view 1970
Based on surviving remains and
documentary evidence, by I.J.Brown (9/98)

Lloyds Engine Pit c1900

There are a few cellars around the ruins
of Madeley Wood Hall, some partly in
solid ground. Until recently there was
also a partly buried ‘powder magazine’
behind the Company’s ‘new’ offices
near New Hill Pits. There are doubts
about this however since the buildings
structure contained a fair amount of
ironwork! (see IGMT Report No.9,
Madeley Wood Company Powder

House, 1987 by R.Morriss etal.)

References
In addition to those mentioned in the
text:
Wiggins W.E., “Ancient Woodland in

the Telford Area”, 1986.
Trinder B.S., “The Industrial Revolution

in Shropshire”, 1973.

The Mines and Tunnels of the Ironbridge Gorge, Part 5
continued ....
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Help Wanted
I am carrying out research into my
GGrand Uncle, Walter Clifford, who was
in charge of the North Staffs Mines
Rescue Service in the early part of the
1900’s.

He was the recipient of 3 medals, two of
which I have located and seen in the
National Coal Mining Museum at
Wakefield. (Well worth a visit if you
have’nt already done so!).

Sadly his highest honour medal, an
Edward VII Silver medal (Mines) has
not been seen since the assets of the
Chatterly Whitfield Mining Company
(and museum) were auctioned of in the
early part of 1990’s.

Remaining is his Staffodshire Knot
medal with 9 bars relating to 9 separate
mine rescues and a Gold medal awarded
to him by the Birmingham University to

commemorate his attemptd (with his
team) at the 1908 Hampstead disaster.
This was the disaster for which he gained
the Edward VII medal, regarded as the
miner’s V.C.

Clearly the Edward Medal was either
lost, stolen or sold as a part of a job lot
at auction and, whilst I cannot claim
ownership, I would very much like to
know of it’s whereabouts and hopefully
engineer it’s donation (or loan) to the
museum at Wakefield to join the other
two medals.

Does anyone know where this medal
may be ??

Many thanks
Phil Clifford

(Replies can be passed on via the
Editor, Kelvin)

Records Deposited
For those interested, records of the old
National Coal Board relating to areas in
and around West Bromwich (S.Staffs
coalfield) have just been deposited in
the Sandwell Archives at Smethwick
(ref: 9846).

They aren’t yet catalogued but can be
consulted by ringing Claire Harrington
on 0121-558-2561 prior to their public
display. This collection not only
includes the deep mines of the Tame
valley (ie Hamstead and the Jubilee) but
the pit’s of Wednesbury and Tipton
into the ten yard seam amongst others.

Another recent addition to the archive
is an illuminated address concerning
the Black Lake pit disaster of 1871 (ref:
A211) and details of the disaster at the
Moorcroft colliery of around the same
time.
(sorry, I’ve forgotten the ref for that
one!)

David PoynerLead & Copper Mine Help Wanted
John Bennett and myself are
researching the history of the St.
Tudwal’s Peninsula lead and copper
mines (sometimes known as the
Llanengan Mining Field), near
Abersoch, on the western extremity of
north Wales.

We are particularly anxious to have
sight of a Sales Catalogue for the sale of
the equipment at the Port Nigel,
Daugoch, Pantgwyn, Tanybwlch,
Bwlch Tocyn and Assheton Mines.

Those of you familiar with the area  will
realise that this represents all the major
mines. The sale itself was not a  simple
affair. It lasted three days from the 14th
to the 16th June 1893. Major items
included six Cornish Pumping Engines,
ten horizontal and two double cylinder
portable engines as well as all the
attendant head frames, dressing
machinery, etc, etc.

The auctioneers involved were
Wheatley Kirk, Price and Gaulty of
London and Manchester. The sale was
widely advertised during the preceding
weeks in the Manchester Guardian,
Mining Journal and the Caernarvon
and Denbighshire Herald, and
presumably elsewhere.

We have searched all the local sources
of information in North Wales, although
we have not yet been to the National
Library of Wales at Aberystwyth.

Does anyone know the whereabouts of
the Sales Catalogue (if it has survived)?
Such a sale would have had a very wide
appeal to all those associated with
mining.

Any constructive help / advise on this
matter would be gratefully received.

Rob Vernon

Descent On-line -
appeal for Info

Descent magazine is to shortly appear
on the Internet as part of a ‘one stop’
WWW caving site. This site has many
aspects to it, an important part being
the caving club listings. We  are hoping
that Clubs will take advantage of the
free listing service that we are offering.

Please feel free to send us whatever
information you feel is relevant such as
hut location, booking fees, membership
info, etc. and we will include you in our
listings. Even if you only want your
URL or an e-mail contact then let us
have just that. You can supply as much
or as little info as you wish (and even a
picture of your club hut!).

Owing to the size and relevant workload
related to this web site please allow a
couple of weeks for confirmation of any
information you submit.

I hope to hear from you soon.

Michaela Huish.
Descent/Caving
www.caving.uk

gold. English Nature Geologist Dr Kevin
Page said: “This is a unique site and it
is being carted away by the lorry load.”

Daily Mail
Friday July 31, 1998 p37.

Gold Theft/Rush
Thieves have started a gold rush at
Hopes Nose, South Devon. Six tons of
rock have been hacked away and
Collectors have dissolved the rock with
chemicals to leave a feathery web of

Help Page
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IJB has records of 570 mineworkers
fatally injured at Shropshire Coal and
Ironstone mines between 1850 and 1914
(This does not include limestone and
non-stratified mineral mines).

The list includes boys of 11 (who would
admit it if they were younger anyway?)
and 6 females all of whom had got too
close to the shaft and fell down it.

There are surprisingly few females
since, in 1875 for example there were 935
females employed at mines, mainly
ironstone mines.

In some years more persons died in
ironstone mines than in coal mines.

The list shows, name of mine, name of
person, age, occupation and cause of
death (see sample).

It does not include deaths from natural
causes, those who died more than one
year and a day after the accident, suicides
or deaths of non-employees eg:
trespassers.

When the list is typed up it could form
a special Club Publication (part 2: 1914
to present day is in preparation).

Note
1.  In 1900 Shropshires 88 coal, clay

and iron mines employed the
services of 3,621 males, 125 females,
24 horses, 234 ponies, 26 donkeys
and 2 mules.

Also 135 steam engines including
75 winders, 8 ventilators, 15 haulage
engines, 28 steam pumps, 4 steam
electricity generators and 5 steam
locos. H.M.Report and Colliery
Managers Pocket Book.

2. A comparison - Shropshire
Mineworkers Wage - to rest of UK:

Windingmens wage per day (average 1939-47)
from “Wages of Winding Enginemen”, NUM, 1948
Winding enginemen were always among the best paid of mining workers.

Top:
Derbyshire 11s 01/2d to 12s 5d Lanc/Cheshire 10s 5d
Notts 9s 3d Wales - South 8s 3d
Wales - North 8s 21/2d North Staffs 8s 0d

Middle:
Leics 7s 6d South Derbys 7s 3d
Cumberland 7s 3d Cannock 7s 3d
Warwicks 7s 0d

Bottom:
Shropshire 6s 81/2d South Staffs 6s 6d
Durham 5s 9d Scotland 4s 43/4d

Sample Data
1870

Coal Mines
Mine Person Age Occupation Cause of Death
Harcourt (R.Jones) a boy hooker on fell into sump
Priorslee (Lil. Co) G.Davis 50 hooker on piece of timber fell down shaft
Dawley J.Roberts 18 hooker on brick fell out of side of shaft
Granville (Lil. Co) S.Ashley 23 collier gas explosion
Shorthill S.Arsters 40 collier fall of roof
Lilleshall (Lil. Co) J.Martin 37 collier gas explosion
Lilleshall (Lil. Co) J.Howells & another colliers gas explosion
Dark lane B.Wall 28 horsekeeper drum got out of gear while descending

Iron Mines
Priorslee (Lil. Co) J.Martin & 2 others gas explosion
Lightmoor S.Collier boy fall of roof

1880
Priorslee (Lil. Co) Sarah Daniels26 banker fell down shaft where she was ‘banking’

(sending & receiving materials at shaft top).
Lilleshall (Lil. Co) A.Simmonds 22 horse-driver fall of roof in a haulage road (in an iron mine).

Mine Accidents
by Ivor Brown
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and since 1919 petrol-loco hauled
narrow gauge railway wagons have
been used.

The 1919 loco (and at times up to 3 other
locos) continued to work on the railway
system until 1970. This was one of the
last narrow gauge mineral lines to
operate in the area. (The writer was first
taken to see it, in a School Nature Club
in the 1940s!)

Remains of two locos and some wagons
still survive in store at the site manager’s
offices at Whixall. Over the border in
Wales, Fenns Old Works (built in the
1930s) is a Scheduled Ancient
Monument, its ‘National’ horizontal
heavy-oil engine, and much of its plant

Whixall Moss (Shropshire) and Fenns
Moss (Clwyd) combine to make up the
third largest surface mining area of peat
in Britain, being 2 square miles in area.
Working commenced many centuries
ago but over the last 150 years it has
been done commercially. In earlier years
operations were controlled by a
‘mossreeve’ (something like a lead-
mining barmaster) and then by small
companies.

From the 1960s to 80s larger companies
took over and with their mechanisation
began to damage the environment
considerably. Since 1990 however
operations have come under the control
of English Nature and the Countryside
Council for Wales and only a handful of
traditional ‘peatmen’ are allowed to
work the peat.

About 6 different methods of working
can be identified over the years but
perhaps the transport systems have
been the most interesting. Hand-pushed
barrows, donkey carts, horse pulled
trolleys (on rails since before the 1850s)

Fenns Old Works, Fenns Moss, in early 1980’s

still remains in-situ.

This must be one of the most interesting
mineral sites still operating in the
County, not forgetting its ecological
interest. It is well worth a visit.

Permits are available from:
The Site Manager,
Manor House, Moss Lane,
Whixall, Shropshire, SY13 2PD
(Tel: 01948-880-362)

An excellent book has recently been
produced: “Fenns & Whixall Mosses”
by Clwyd Archaeological Service, 1996,
price £16.95. It has 12 chapters by
various authors, 208 pages and
numerous photos, drawings and maps.

Ivor Brown

Right: Hand-
barrow for
moving peat
around the
works

Above and left: Peat
workers tools, which still
lay around the site in the
early 1980’s

Left: Abandoned Loco (c.1919 ?, powered by a
Lister-Dursley Engine), complete with a train of
wooden sided peat wagons.

All Pictures: Fenns Old
Works, taken in early
1980’s. Kelvin Lake/
I.A.Recordings.

Worth a Visit
Whixall & Fenns Moss
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Help on
Ferriday & Russ

Radio Location Site
I am (slowly) putting together a radio-
location web site containingelectronic
versions of some of the articles I have
published on radio-location.

At the moment the page contains little
more than a list of references -although
one recent article (scheduled for
Compass Points 22) is on-lineas a PDF
file.

To visit the site go to the BCRA “Virtual
Cave Foyer” at:

www.caves.org.uk/

Then click on the link to “David Gibson’s
Radiolocation pages” or go directly to:

www.mcrosolv.demon.co.uk/
radioloc.html

David Gibson

George Ferriday
I am interested in tracing the career of
George Ferriday.

Ferriday obtained a second class
colliery managers certificate in the 1901
Shropshire exam. In about 1910 he was
undermanager at Pendlebury Colliery,
Staffs. In 1912 he was night deputy at
Billingsley Colliery, Shropshire, where
he demonstrated fairly spectacular
incompetence in a fatal accident. He
was subsequently sacked. (The
accident merited an entire page in the
published Mine Inspectors Report for
Shropshire).

Has anyone come across other details
of  Ferriday’s career?. I suspect that his
departure from Pendlebury may not
have been entirely voluntary, but I have
no evidence for this.

L.E.P.Russ
I would also be interested in hearing
any details of the career of  L (Lawrence)
EP Russ, the manager of Billingsley at
the time. I know he came to Billingsley
in 1911 from Sneyd Colliery, Essington,
and left in 1915 for the Assam Railway
and Trading Company, India.

David Poyner

South Crofty Mine
Update

At Easter Neal Rushton visited South
Crofty to see what was happening and
reported that the underground locos
were on the surface and the winding
ropes had been removed. Since Neals
reports further facts have emerged.

South Crofty Mine and Mill have now
been closed and all pumping has ceased,
with the mine flooding to the 420 fathom
level. The ropes have been removed -
but wound back onto the drums and
greased-up, while the cages are stored
nearby.

A Mr. Wilf Hughes is attempting to buy
the mine (he has been on local television
several times, and interviewed by the
local press) and has offered £1.25
million, for the mine and its immediate
environs, plus the land south of the
shaft, together with the Wheal Jane
Mill and crusher house.

Initial attempts to purchase the mine
started back in February, with engineers
working for Mr. Hughes visiting the
site. However despite Mr. Hughes,
appearing on West Country TV several
times stating his intentions, it appears

nothing has actually happened,
consequently Mr. Giddings the
Managing Director of South Crofty (who
is also the biggest shareholder in South
Crofty Holdings Ltd - which owns 96%
of the shares in South Crofty PLC) has
started disposing of plant and
equipment to raise funds to repay the
Government loan that was made to cover
redundancy payments.

Although their cash flow is restricted
they are not actually proposing to put
the Company into liquidation. In fact
the businesses of Contracting, Mine
Searches, Mundic Block Testing and
the South Crofty Jewellery Collection
are still continuing.

If they do sell the mine, many past
miners (who are also shareholders) claim
the mine is reaching the point where it
would be uneconomic to re-open.
The arguments look like continuing, we
shall have to wait and see if they manage
to sell-off the mine etc..

Compiled from:
 News reports and Letter to
Shareholders, 14 April 1998

News from Haig Colliery, Whitehaven
We have turned the No.4 engine with
compressed air  - I’m not sure if the
compressor is the largest in Northern
England, but my Landrover certainly
struggles to pull the 4 ton, 600 cu.ft./min
unit up the hill to the mine, but it is small
compared to others in industrial use.
The original Turbo Compressor in the
Power House at Haig made 33,000 cu.ft./
min.

We are hopefully now in the final stages
of trying to keep several Government
bodies happy, and we expect to have
finished phase one by the middle of
September.

We have grants totalling £275,000 to re-
roof the building and restore No.4 engine
hall to it’s former glory. If all goes to
plan we will be complete by early
November and ready for our first public
running of No.4 winding engine. She
has recently had a top-coat of green
applied to the trunk and black to the
cylinder and is looking rather splendid.

Our future then should be fairly sound
as we open to the public and generate
our own income. With buying the Pit
from British Coal, our overheads are
very low and we should be able to
continue operating with as few as 2,000
visitors a year. If we succeed in attracting
more, we can achieve our aims quicker.

Over the weekend 29/30th August of
Antony Bever, Grandson of Agustus
Bever, who built the engines (Bever
Dorling) visited us, and No.4 worked
well. No.5 engine however, is still
looking a little sad.

If the Club ever fancy a trip back to
Cumbria, we should be able to organise
accommodation and a trip down
Coniston Copper Mine or similar. We
may also be able to organise the keys
for Lucy Tongue Level at Greenside.

John Greasley
Haig Engine Preservation Group
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Books, Videos, Places & Events

e-mail: info@iarecord.demon.co.uk or visit their web site at:
http://www.iarecord.demon.co.uk /

Mining Videos
(available from the Club)

If you are interested in doing a bit of
armchair mine exploration the
following videos, produced by
I.A.Recordings with help from Club
members, may be of interest to you.

A Tour of Clive Copper Mine
£14.95
A comprehensive guided tour of Clive,
with Edwin Thorpe acting the
‘experienced’ expert and Kelvin Lake
the ‘novice’. The tour covers both the
upper and lower levels, plus the
Northern stope (the access to which is
now a bit dodgey).

Clive Rescue Practice, £9.95
An action packed ‘head banging’
record of a Club rescue practice,
featuring the ‘infamous’ maypole
winze traverse!

Snailbeach, £14.95
The rise and fall of Snailbeach, once
renowned as the “richest per acre of
ground in Europe”, is traced in this
production through the use of historic
photographs, animated plans and
sections, and unique underground
video footage.

Collections from the Archives
The following tapes contain almost all
the footage recorded at the given mine,
and are intended as a resource base,
not a finished production:

C.15:Dudley Tunnel ’88 to ’89, £14.10
C.18:Donisthorpe Colliery, £11.75
C.20a:Snailbeach - Final Frontier, £9.87
C.23: Bagworth Colliery, £11.75
C.28: Morse’s Level, £9.87
C.29: SCMC in Cornwall, £16.45
C.32: SCMC in Ireland, £14.10

Latest releases:
C.35: Old Glengowla Lead Mine, Ireland

An underground trip down to water
level in this recently drained mine,
full of amazing minerals and curious
artefacts. £9.87

C.37: Dudley Tunnel - Wrens Nest East
Mine. Local historians have often
talked about ‘Step Pit’ an access
shaft to the East Mine underground
canal basin and caverns that was
reputed to have a spiral staircase,
recent stabilisation work has
uncovered fragments of the
saircase, plus allowed an interesting
insight to the canal and mines in this
area. £9.87

For more details about videos contact:
I.A.Recordings, PO Box 476, Telford, TF8 7RH

The Cumbrian Industrial  History
Society has recently published their
first volume of occasional papers. This
contains four articles.

1. Matthew Murray’s pumping engine
for Isabella Pit Workington 1803-
1813 by Dr Blake Tyson. This article
outlines the design and the very
eventfull shipping of a very large steam
engine  from Leeds to West Cumbria in
the early 19th century.

2. Reake Wood Tile Kiln by Tony
Keates is a report on a survey into the
remains of a scotch kiln on the Holker
estate in South Cumbria

3. First Definitive list of Cumbrian

Sites of Iron Mines and Smelt sites By
Mike Davies-Shiel  This lists over 200
sites in Cumbria associated with the
iron industry including mines,
Bloomeries, Stringhearths, and
Bloomsmithies

4. William Brownrigg MD FRS
Physician and natural philosopher by
David Kershaw. This article outlines
the life of William Brownrigg and mainly
his research into the coal mines of West
Cumbria and also into salt extraction
from sea water.

Copies of the papers (priced £4.50) can
be obtained from:
Graham Brooks, Coomara, Carleton
Carlisle, Cumbria CA4 0BU

Mines of Cornwall &
Devon

an historic photographic record by
Peter Stanier.

108 pages, 115 photographs, maps and
line illustrations, case bound, published
by Twelveheads Press.

This further selection of photographs
from the historic collections of the
British Geological Survey brings to life
the ghosts of Cornwall and Devon's
once great metal mining industry.

Mines large and small, long lasting and
transient, are shown as they were
working, on surface and below ground.
The techniques, machinery and
processes are illustrated and
knowledgeably described. The
photographs, dating from 1900s to the
1940s, range from the wild Atlantic cliffs
of Cornwall to the eastern flanks of
Dartmoor creating a meticulously
detailed record which is now of great
historic value.

This volume is a companion to the
author's Quarries of England & Wales
and, like that volume, includes many
hitherto unpublished photographs.

ISBN 0 906294 40 1

Contact Mike Moore for copies.

For information on other books
published by Twelveheads Press visit
their web site:

www.twelveheads.demon.co.uk

Underground
Photographer Issue 9
The latest issue of this magazine has
just come out, price £5.00.

It contains interesting articles on
‘flashes’, plus the usual collection of
good quality underground
photographs.

For subscriptions contact:
Underground Photographer,
40 Buckingham Road,
Petersfield, Hants. GU32 3AZ



16 “Below” 98.3

For organised Club trips please refer to
the Monthly Meets lists.

2nd Oct. Club AGM, at British Sugar
Social Club, Telford, 8pm

10th Oct.  Annual Dinner, Tern Hill Hall
Hotel. 7.30pm

17 Oct. 1998 Subterranea Britannica
AGM and Annual Conference. 10am,
Lucy Cavendish College "New
Building", Lady Margaret Road,
Cambridge.

24-25th Oct. Cave Radio & Electronics
Group field meet, Yorkshire Dales.

15-28th Nov. A Brush With Darkness,
ISSA cave art exhibition, Wells
Museum.

21st Nov. BCRA Regional Meeting,
Priddy Village Hall, Mendip.

Something different:
Nov.(?): Ancient & Traditional
Technologies. A series of ‘practice-
based’ courses. Includes iron smelting,
tool making, ancient metallurgy, old
glass, etc. Leaflet (SAE) from AMTeC
Co-op Ltd, The Foundry, Tinker’s Alley,
The Historic Dockyard, Chatham, ME4
4TZ. Tel: 01634-832627

1999: NAMHO Conference, will be held
in the Forest of Dean

 Essential accessories for the Club winch ...

The Wet-shaft protector ...

The Comfy-lux winch seat

place over helmet

.... draw curtain, when severe
water eruptions encountered.

Over & ‘under’ wind protectors ...

Headframe or
Sheave impact

protector

‘under’ wind
protectors to

reduce impact
with shaft fill or

sump

Diary Dates ’98Club Officers
(may change after AGM)

Catch us on the World Wide Web. Club activities & the labyrinth:  http://www.shropshirecmc.org.uk/

President: Alan Taylor

Chairman: Neal Rushton

Vice Chair: Tom West

Secretary: John Priest
scmc.secretary@factree.org.uk

Treasurer: Bob Taylor

Tackle Officer & NAMHO:
Steve Holding

Training Officer:
Alan Moseley

Conservation Officer:
Nick Southwick

Bat Officer: Mike Worsfold

Assistant Secretary: Vacant

Rescue Officer:
Role undertaken by the Rescue
Wardens: Neal Rushton, Steve Holding,
Alan Robinson, Andy Yapp

‘Below’ Editor: Kelvin Lake
e-mail: scmc@factree.org.uk


